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Abstract 

This thesis explores the lie o f m y  Mer,  Arthur Cantin, who was elderlywhai 1 was 

bom. As I was growing up, I had Mie know1edge ofmy Mer's sevai decades of existaice 

Mre 1 knew him. A French-Canadian, he tived several pars in the United States, working in 

the texîile mi&, and later Leaming the nsw tgbnology OfeIectnchy thmugb cotfespondence 

courses. He held thirtyltwo jobs in thirty-three years before becomhg an Bispector of 

electncity and gas for the Meral govemmart in 19 12 in Edmoaion, Abe-. He deve1oped his 

own plan for the development ofhydnwledncity in Alberta. 

To research his W, I have used his diaries, leaters, and articies, as weli as an archive oî 

photographs. 1 have tnveled to some ofthe places he workeù and hunted, and have made use 

of my memones ofgrawiDg up with mi aged mer. The rem& is a mosaic pi- of him, 

~ ~ o t i m a ~ a a d p i s c e s d n a f i a t i w b m a n y ~ m t w i a s .  Asmaworkofficticq 

he mrges as a character who is at once a yomg man of dreams and ambition and an old man 

who caniemplates the past. In explorhg my father's Life, 1 have discovered the man who 

influenced me to value books, and sr, 1 have corne fidl circle and wriaen this book tor him. 



We siiall n d  cease frcm exploration 

And the md of ail our exploriiig 

Will be to aniw where we started 

And hm the piaœ for the nrsL t a .  

T.S . Eliat, 'Xatie Gidding," Four Ouartets 
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Imagine,ifyouwiii, a~yanthewaytochUfChinthecityofEQnaibon, Albert&m 

an October day m 1952. The m e r  is an older man, with grqing blond hair and Iighr blue eyss 

s h a d e d b y a ~ w a h a d r e d ~ e r i n d i e h a t b a n d .  HehoIdshimrelfmystrai&tmhic 

dark wool overcoat with fur lapek as he waIks. The mother has c~nple&dy whae hair, 

alth* sha is many yeam rorrnger than he is. She is tail whh a m#üum build, and is wearing 

a tailorai wool suit she has s m  herself. A piilbox hat with a bhck net dom oves her eyes 

gives her a mysterious look. 

Holding on to ber gloved band is a Little girl, about fwr ysars old, the link tha holds 

the womm to the men. She is blond, with a braided tress tied with a pi& nibon at the top of 

her heacl, while the rest of her hair is tut straight aud short, just belm hm m. L h  her 

mother, she has dark b m  eyes, and has a tmdaicy to squmt m the stm. She &es to Lift 

henelfoff the ground un her p-' supporting han&, but her mdhm bas told her n d  to do 

tbt, w she resisLs the tmptation. The child d d  be their grandcbild but she is nat; she is 

th& &u@er. 

'Ihemahfid~fthad~rykdii~: Iwasbomtornyfàth~andhisseumdwi6,my 

mother, whem he was sixty-seven and she was &y-three. We were a M y  unit until my 

Mer died at the age of eighty-the whrn 1 was ei- the legai definition ofan aduk, 

afthough 1 was stiil a child. Ifyou asked me whPt it was iike pwing up with an aged fâther, 1 

waildsaythatIdidnotknowitwastmd. WhaiIwlisoIdai~torskaboiamy~eads'  

~ e r s g O m g o f f t o w o d r w h i l e ~ e ~ y e d h ~ , m y ~ ~ t o l d m e t h a t m y ~ r h a d ~  

~fbmhispvemmentjobformnnyyears. SoIwygivciiawoidwithwhi&toanswer 

my fiais' questicms about what my Mer di4  aIthough I d d  not explain w b t  "mtbd'' 

rnemt. 



I remember him as a tail, di@ed mnn who dressai in d, d o  liked ta wak, and 

who wouid speak to evqone m a courteous voiœ. He loved applss, read books voracious1y 

and mjoyed going to mwies. Hir fivonte smg wu ''Silm threads ammg the goid," an 

accurate description of the color of his hair den 1 knew him. Buî he ans alPo a pmud man 

with a &ck teinper who liLed to have his way. He was coatradidoxy in moa cliscussio~s, 

seamiogtotakatbeoppoSaesi~forthe~eofargum~ Heusedtosaythatifheevsrkll 

mto a river and was swept away to look fbr him upstrsem. 

1 am @ance around my houe now and  es the shelves and shelves of my Mer's 

books. Sane are held m O& bookcases with @s doors; &ers are m plain wood bookcases. 

After rny mather died in 1990 and I had to ~ a p t y  her house, 1 looked through ail the book that 

were stored in her baseaiena and 1 remembered how hé had tteasured them. I brou@ the books 

h~withm,becauseIkiawhew;mtedaatohavethan. Icannmmyhgexsoverthebacks 

ofhis books now, Durev's G e n d  History of the World Gibbon's Roman Em~ire, A Generaî 

Historv ofthe Christian Era, Memoirs ofthe Life and Writings of Beniamitl Franklin, W h  

Ewart Glsdstane, by George Russell, and Tbe Plaine. by J. Faiimore Caqer, ammg the mauy 

tities that teii of hi0 varied interests. 1 hm that he read them d. He couid qyote from Plat0 

or Abduun Lincoin., and d d  tum to the exact page whem the quocatian came nmii. His 

fâvonte quocation war fmn Shakespeare: 'Mm at some tgne are niasters oftheir faias. nie 

huh, dear Brutus, 3 na m our stars, But m ourseives, th& we are tmderlings." 

Growing up, 1 also TBmernber him as a famer wepring oil-stained coveraIIs and a short 

jacket, and r particular kind dbPt he caiied his "caIate," the Fm& wad fbr a cap. He &ove 

a grsy Ford tractor that puiied drills, harrows and p l m .  Once, 1 had mypictm takm wah 

h i m , i m ~ h a f i ~ h o I ~ ~ t w o ~ P ~ ~ c b i e k s t h a t h e h i d f a m d  Itizmy 

hvontspiehiraofhmi,~edrmd~~~n,Iooiriapdownintgitlyatthe~ybrmSmhis 

han&. Itmaborittanyeanol&wahabowafnabaniamyhnr,ImdItml~mihrppily 



over hic shouider, because 1 am annoyed at having to staad in the achy bristles ofstraw m the 

field. 

Ineverknwmy~er,reai iy .  IlmewcsrtaindetaüsaWhischiidhood,hiswo&and 

his grand project ctr hydroeIectricity, but I did n d  h o w  what he had ka, iike thro@out the 

almosf seven decades he had iived M r e  1 was hm. A h  my mdhsr di& whm 1 was fbrty- 

one, 1 %und tbat she had kept fbr me many p q e n  fmn my ffther's past the articles and 

dianes that he had wntien, and severai d e r  documents. Pahaps as she intended, 1 began to 

discover this man Who had ben my Mer prying apart the lines he wmte to see the image 

beyonda 



I have a tiniype pichue of my &th, mwt kely taken in 1889, when he was eight or 

nine pars oId. He k dressed in a wrjnkled suit and stands very straigh, leaning his 1eft ebow 

rn the back ofa wooden chair. His Eice is Imsmüing and he seans to be thking about 

somethaig. What is remarkable about the pichire is the awkward, seffwious way he hoIds 

his han&: his right hand is beld with the hgers straight and touchgig his diumb, while tiie 

d e r  is held tu show the back of his haod wIth the fbrefmger and middle hger hrniing an 

inverted v. 



My fhîher died m Febniary 10,1967, Canada's b t m m i d  ycrn, when I was ixt my 

finr year at tmimrdy. The furteral was held fair days ker, an Valentine's Day. After the 

b e r a i  mass and E i t e m m e  I retumed to mbersity to attend my aAemocm chemiStry lab. 

Mough my mother ~couxageù me to go because I would n d  be gme f9r long, 1 did not 

reaIize tbat 1 was Ieaving hm aime, to r p d  the rest ofthe day wiîh her grief. 

'Ihat affenioodl, 1 met a fiend f b n  high school who was surprised to see me at 

universiîy because she knew ofmy fasher's fimeral. She asked w b t  I was doing there and 1 

explaiaed that 1 had decideci to corne to my lab because it was vsry àifiicuk to make up missed 

kbs. She did not caciaid c0lldoIeac~s but said, "Oh. We4 1 aiways thau@ thar you treated 

ywr M e r  as ifhe was h p l y  m the way... ." 

1 turneci away without sayin8 anythmg. 1 could have denied what she said but I cwld 

not deny the tnxîh. My was an old, oid man whea he dieci, and 1 was stili a child. 

MyLitepmasdedaiitocourseaftsrdiat,-aysarandahalflater,asaiihe 

manths a f k  that, abait the time I fhkheci my Bachelor of Sciece m Chemistry. I became a 

Ml-tPne wifè and mafher of* and began to w r b  short stories, although writmg was 

something I had start#l to do m my French elematary school days. I cdnued  to attend 

imivenhy part tÎme lor years, ffüPhmg a Ba&eIor of Arts m Canadian History, and thai 

retuming ta ge& the Engiish subjects 1 n d e d  to finioh my Master &Arts m Engüsh. For the 

subject d m y  aeaLive writmg thesis, 1 chose .y fi&=, the man wuho had ban m the way while 

I-gmwmg up. 



My ikther's diary was wdhn in a black book with a carciboard cover &an@ m gold 

that says, "Canadian General Elecûic Co. Ltb" However, thk has beei used as the back cover 

so that L e  of the book is sinply black. 'Ihe diary, canposed mainly in 1915, with 

additians m 1929 and 1944, is w&en m black mk m a srnail though neat saipt thas is na 

~ c u k t o r e a d .  Afthougtimyfather'sfirstlsnguagewasF~851ch,hewra~dieteidinEngtish. 

Thm is a two-line red margin an the le& ofthe yellowmg pages with two holes on both the lefk 

and ri@ ofthe papa for holding the pages togstha. A A gold d wire through the M pair 

ofholes and thei the wire is foldeci d m  and loaped under a metai bracket. 

At the end ofthe diary, th- are diagram and a letter to mm about the 

paential for developme~t of an elcctnc -rage baüerythat my fWer designeci. Then th- is 

the record ofhb landhg li'brary fhm 1915 to 1928. The last pages ofthe book are tilledwith 

tables f9r "rubber;covered cables," Ohm's law of an electrical cuneat, the directi~1~ fer 

mding a Tm-thousand Micrometer, and charts for the sizing and cutemg o f p  wheeis. 

My Mer aho I<apt ndss in d, $eather-bond "Canadian Pocket Diaries" foi the 

pars 1923 to 1946. 'Ihese am fdied wah details dhis mryday h g :  his qmses while 

travehg for the govement, the repairs he had to maks on his car, briefdescnptia~ about his 

hunthg trips and what he shot, the cust ofa hair-cut and a meal at a hotel. Occasiaiatly, &em 

are nates about the ht mbin ofspring, the d e r ,  and pcmoa91 mmarks nich as, '1 do not 

like to be drivai." 



Arthur Cantin's d k y ,  1915: 

It is hard f0r a man who has bem used to bard work to sit and 

holdthe~~downaskwenbordertoputintmie. Icaxmatsithere 

mdefmitdywithorit doing smethm& most ofwhat I do is -dm& n b  

navets but engineering mrks and some ofthe old 

Today, Mar& 24.19 l S , I  have a siight headache ro 1 am n d  

mched to read mudi but 1 have to keep busy sanehow so a f k  reading 

several biography, 1 thougtit mine wouM pehaps be intmshg ta at least 

~epmaiafterIamgaw,thatismysco. Iamwritingthisinabookin 

which it is not Eely to be found. 1 wisb to keep thk to myseif but stillI 

f c s l ~ t h a t t w o r t h d i e p q a ~ w i l l b s ~ a i .  

I was bom m Weedaa, Quebec, on Mar& 29,1881. My Mer 

was Flavien Cantin, a hard working bladtmiah, who had h y s ,  "Done 

hû work hmorably," or as the Fraich saying is, "Fait hmeur à ces 

a f f à k  ." My rnother's maidai nama was Virginie Cloutier, bdh my 

paraitr h m  m or near St. Ferdinand de Halifax, Quebec. On my 

rnother's side, as fàr as 1 am ascertlin, it was cme ofthe origmd French 

M y  to corne to Canada having d e d  near Quebec City m 1632. ûn 

Wer's side I have not hmd out ta date d e n  the first a i e  came to 

Canada but them is a seetiement nau Po& Lsvi apposite Quebec whirh 

bears my name. 

My eady lifr! was spad m Wdcm excephg for ab- a year 

spsnt in St. Marie de la Beauce at which place 1 attendecl the Brother 

schdandwas&iagq@ewelî~myrtridy. Thenwewai~backto 

W~imdI~ottheconmiaaschoolbut*thsnrrtyeu.I~ 



a d i s h  to the tea&er and my progress eiw thm. 1 migbt =y also that 

tIietea&~was~~ftooiasistentinteachingthecatechisn~ Ihadta 

leam it by heart, Question and Answer, and 1 spart a good many valuable 

hours dohg tbis. At about this time 1 had me year of Engiish lessons 

tau@ by a -der who did nct know her alphabet pmpedy and 

afcoursacauldnotteachEnglishmanyfone WheiIl&sch001Iwas 

about -ive and I d d  barely read or write French: nd me word of 

English did 1 know. 

I remaineci m the viflage domg d d  jobs aroimd the Cms Saw 

MüLr, su& as stackmg clapboard and workjng amund the niills domg 

various chores, and heiphg my Mer fârm tba tnir acres we had m the 

village. 

Ammgst my schooi chums 1 was somewhas d a  Ieaàer and 1 was 

the me who geaeraiiy kept them busy after s&ml hotus. I was a grsat 

one to get them workmg for me at various chores but pImcipally "à fair 

chantier" (to be a Iumberjack). h the winter time, I had d SI& of di 

kinds and had a tramed dog that 1 uscd to hamess togethet with me ofthe 

neighboring dogs and we used to bring iu a iarge qyant&y d fuel woo& 

FPlfisr~yshodadislikeTormeuriog~nnaing~kas 1 

usedtoI~vt~~g~~mpooroaaditicii,thga~losethem,psI 

had a vexy poor rnemory and i f1  Ie& a tooi anywhere 1 couid na 

~ b e r f o r t h e L i f e o f m e w h ~ I b d l e f t i t .  Igattobeqriitsa 

n d m i c  at an eady age, 1 d d  handie mis andwhm Merwas  -y, 

I ~ t o d o o d d j o b s o f b l a ~ f o r h m a r n s ~ o w a i l d c o m , i n ~ n d  

bemgreatnishforthework. 



Weecim is m the Eastem Towmkps of Quebec, a short diive f b m  Sherbrde. The 

areawasnntsettiedm 1841 andLoniElgmdesigmteditasamunicipalitym 1851. memain 

industries ofthe regicm at that tirne were 1- and the maniâachire of- h m  wood ash. 

Flavien and V i e  centm, my fMer's pareuts, were mamieci at St. Fedhmd ch 

Halifhx m May 1873 and thai d e d  pennaaaitly at WePdm shodyd ie rdh  because ail of 

their e& chiich wsrs bom there. The h t  sa, Ludger* was bom m 1875, and the fint 

daughter, Aiexha,was bomthme years abthat,  in 1878. hithosenntfive years of 

mamage, V i e  had tirne to d e  a QuismiPs quih with traditionai designs droosters, trees 

and pineapples on a white bock&rcnmd. My Mer was the third-bom child, three pars afbr his 

suter, ai Marrh 29,1881. Afterwards, ,three dher ais were barn: Anna in 1883, Rose Alba 

m 1885, and Ciara m 1887. Afbr ladmg m e  &&ter et buth, m 1891, Virginie bore miilmm 

m 1895. Ali the girls had 'Marie" as one oftheir names, and aU the boys had "Joseph~ as it 

was t r a d i t i d  to givs these names m Fmch-Catboiic fimilies. 

The Catholic church m Wdcm, built m 1854, was nameù for "St. January" because 

the v i h g  bUhq  who inaugumtd the &urch ru&red severs fhb i te  to his han& chuhg the 

œrernoay. Although the agregatim paitioiied to have the name chan@ becam it deaed 

badiy on the region's weather, the bishap was adunant and the nama remaineci. A larger 

church was ccmstruded m 1880T the yearbefore my$therwas km. F m  1887 aawards, part 

ofthe large presbytery, the residmce ofthe priest, had kai uscd as a school. AU chiidren m 

grade six had to attend ca&&bm c h ,  in d c h  the p r i a  or vicar wuid teach thm the 

d ~ O f m o r a l i t y a n d h a v e t h a m ~ t h s ~ t o t b e q r i e s t i ~ 1 ~ m t h e ~ b o d g j u s r  

asmyMerdsscri'bed 

In my mother's bassrnant 1 found a f h m d  #nivallr ofmy fgther's fm annmunim. 

The &me is painted to reseinbIe d wïth gold aramd the insids ofthe frame next to the 



giass. A piece ofwocd, wedgeû B e  a shmgle, holb the doamigt m place at the back Riaed 

in the centm d a  brownish piece ofpapa with watar stains a m d  me side is a bbcic-anb 

white lithograph of sevei boys kneeling around the priest, who hol& up a white haot ovsr the 

chalice, preparing to give hem their nnt coannuniaa. The boys are dressed h n a i l y  in dark 

jackeîs. short m h n t  and long in back, over l.ig?xt-coloured trousers. The a&ar khmd the priest 

has six tail candlesticks m it, and stands in fmt of an e a h d  scaie of Jesus on the cross. 

Drawn allam<mdthepich~eaiecrossesgroWmgo~rofWnsatrmdgfap8~, andhrcircleswith 

the words ofJesus at the last suppex. 

Under the picbue, w&m m fine black script, are the words: "Cantm, Arthur, 10 ans. 

a fair sa première corrrmunion dans l'Église de St. Janvier de Weedan le 17 juin, 189 1. P. 

Brassard, Prêtre." 



Diary, 1915: 

Mdher was the business head of the house. She codd read and 

w r b  Fm& and she did aii the corresp~1aice and boddreepiag ofthe 

home. There used to be an atcursian f b m  Sherbrooke to Bostan fbr 

$5.00, a distance of about 100 miles, so about November 1894, she werrt 

visitmg Boston and Lawretice, Massachusetîs and Manchester, New 

Hampshire, and, den she aune back, my parer& deaded to move to 

Newton, Massachus~tts. But the foiimbg par  my youuger bmther 

Philemun was bom so my parents dehyed it a year. 

Myfàmilymovedtotha States m April1896, Ithink itwasthe 

1 s t  arriving m Newtcm the next day. Ncme ofus d d  speak English 

exceptmg &her who had a very Limired lmowledge of 1 We were 

~trppmg with Fm& people for a fèw &ys imtil the fumiture came d e m  

we moved into an oId house offive rooms and started ta look fbr work. 

I gat a job at the Nonantum Womstd Woolm M i h  at $1.33 a 

wesk working 58 hours a w d .  The hardest part ofthat job was the 

g&hg up m the moming Pt 5 or eariier to p to work at 6:30. ï, who &ad 

beenbmughtup togetup at8 or iater,fnmditquiteatasktogaup, but 

kwas agoodlessonas uptothepreJeotday Igetup mIy-8eaiBiIELUy6 

am. su- or winter. 

In the mül ail wem EngIkh qatking people and it did n d  take me 

Iaag~~tbatwithwtahaiRisdgeofthisIrmgurigeabqrormpnarao 

darmedtodothemoct~laborattheIeastpay. So,eariy,Istartedto 

pick up EngIish h m  anyme who d d  teil me what a cemin word 



mea~ft. Ialsostartedplayingbaseballbutn~tookanyrtrcmgWmigto 

thesport,Isoasigaveitup. 

Aftsr~0rkinghtheniiIlforaboutSor6WBBkS,diemüldared 

downandI~as~Uastwoofmysisters,tossedrmrk~~. 

'Ihere was no wo& to be had in the neighboihood so the M y  moved to 

Manchester, New Hampshire, where we remanieci for a few months. 1 

fiund work m the Starks Mill aud learned "sprhg," a work which is quite 

maiialbutwhidirequiresacaa~tamtldordandstandinguptamaL4 

sure that ewrythmg is gomg olcay. 1 worked there for 6 weeks and gat 

$3.00. This and the close cmhemsnt in the m& gave me a di sk  f9r 

miü work but having no howledge of English, mili opemtor was the d y  

thhg 1 couid look fbr. 



My Mer's fimiiy had a formal phaograph takm m Lawwce, Massachusetts m 

1898, shortiy afkr theu move to the States. Flavien, the mer ,  is fortydue pars 014 and sits 

sûaiight m his chair. He appears to be a tall, thm man, bald except for a frioge ofhai.. On his 

lap, he hol& his youngest scm, Phileman, who is about two yms old. 

Virginie, the mother. is m g  next to Fiavien and sasas shorter and hegvier than him. 

She û fbrty-three yean old at this the, and the &er of ssvei  dllldren. She has a high broad 

firehead, tired eyes, and her hair is tied bak, giving her a stem look. (ki her lap, she holds a 

nawspaper she appears to be rolling. 

My Mer, Arthur, who is sixteen years old, is m the ri@ of the pichue behind his 

youngest sister, and his ri& hand mts cm the back ofthe chair his m d e r  si& m. He stands 

more on one kg than the other so that his l& hee is bait and slightly ahead of the d e r .  His 

hair and eyes are light because he was blond and had blue eyes. 



In ûctober 1898, the M y  movedto La;wrance. MassachuSeLtS 

mdI~towoh~&eAtlanticMillsanadtawingaamt. Iwas 

sewteanyemold. B e m g s o m e w h a t o f a ~ c I s a m w a s g i w  

work at painting bobbins and repairing rnachinery aiid ciemiug, which I 

iiked much beüer h tending a &me. However, there was a fbf8tflall 

thare by the name of Murphy who tried to haride me roughiy and this 1 

would not stand for, so 1 quit. 1 wemt to work in the Upper Pacific Mill at 

the same kind ofwork and remaineci there fw own a year whai I quit 

and weat for more maiey ai the same miil but m the cl& printmg 

dqarbneut. This was qub a dirty job as the work ca&d m d y  of 

washmg the color &the tangie and circular brush. 'Ihese colours were 

so stmgthat ifa ragwas Iefbakedwithtbatdopq itwouldstart 

spontaneaus combustian in a &w minutes. 

1 worked m the mer P a d c  Mü1 at print work for about 5 or 6 

months when I started at the Lower Pacifïc to Iearn to weave. ?hem 1 was 

makhg fiom $7.50 to $12.00 a week and remaineci thm abart a year. 



~hsnIwa~gmwingup,myffth~attenrefsrredtoLawraiemidLowen,whi~ 

d to be togetheq and a h  to Concord, Manchester* and Pittonelb I did nd a& wùere 

these places were; 1 p d  they m u t  be in Quebec or Olitaiio. T w - f i v e  year~ after my 

Eather dieci, when I was m rny fbrties. 1 looked up these names and disoovered tha fiq wera in 

the United Staîes, m New Hanipshim and Massachuseüs. This fict piqued my Cunosity: Why 

would a French-Canadian family with hardly any knowledge ofbghh waut to go work in the 

m;ii9 ofthe Easmn Stsdes? 

Mat 1 Cascovered was that the large-scale manufbcture of- cl& bgm 

Wabham,Massachusettsin 18157hanC8dbyagroupofBodaomerchants. Atfhtthetatîde 

mdustry actiwly r#nutsd fhrm girls as cheap labour. By the mid-1840s these American-bom 

emiployws wem abandahg mill work, so the newly mived Irish immigrants filied the 

vacancies. When the Ihsh m their tum deseRed the milIs, fictory managers lookeù to the large 

pool of Fniich-Canadian workers just north of the border, actively rsauiliig entire h d i e s  to 

cume south using conyetljetrt and cheap rail transportaticm. 

In May 1992. whm 1 was visiîing M e  I h d  an advertisemeilt m a newspaper 

for the LoweU National Hîstoric Site, a restoredtextile miil. The name was fhdia.r. and I 

looked it up m my fàther's diary whai 1 hotne and fiund that he had WOtked them, and that 

Lawrence, Caicorà, Menchester and Pittsfield were in the same region. 

1 teimembered d g  addresses whem my M e r  had IMd as 1 &nad t h .  his 

papers den I moved them fimn my mdex's basemab. The first place 1 Iooked for aâdmsses 

bis drafting portMo, a adboard fiie, tied cm thra sides with black niban. 

Hem1 fôundanaàâress cm hisdrawhgs finadrafüngcomrehehadtakaideeg m 

W d d ,  Massachzls~tcs: 39 Ihtmuh Amm. As I eageriy j d  dotRn the addmss, 1 Ht 

LikPadaebivehdiagher&strsal&e. ' I h a i I I o o k e û ~ t h e B n t p a g e s o f ~  

bodÛhmyhttw'sLibrary.biafamdnahmgmdilI~tooiiddF~&-~ 



dicti~iary. There 1 fnmd an adtLeas m Lawrence, Massachusetts: 68 Hampshire Street. 'Ihose 

two addresses, almg wÎth my Mer's refére~lces to the anwr of Elm and Cmtral m 

Manchester, wouid at least give me phces to hvestigate, one huudred pars &r my fàther had 

lived îhere. 



Diary, 1915: 

WhüeImeaiti~ndrink,I~saywhatwasthestmigest 

mchicementformetokeepooberwaswhmwewereLNmgmManchester, 

corner of& and Central Street. Tbis was hown as Me ][teland and the 

poiice in Manchester is the &es& dany city 1 am Lived m, barriPg 

none. A number ofarrests were made at $iat comw every wesk and very 

o f h  there would be a figbr be@vee~ the police and the man under anart 

end the policeman would hande tbat man mtil he wouid be bleecüng di 

over the fice. 

Father was a man who aiways used Liquor moderately and he 

would h y s  treat us whm passing îiquor in the houe. From that Qy ai 

1 said thar if I shouid ever get dnmk, the police wouid arrest me and 1 

would perhaps mahm a beatiiig just as a nimiber ofthose armsted, so 1 

decided nat to drhk, 



It is a plePslmt fall day m hte Seqtember b&re eny &the laves have tumeci red in 

Manchester, New Hampshire, whm my husbaud and 1 set out to diPaivor this Gay my Mer 

~ t o m h i s d j a x y .  WehavenomapofManchesterdher~as&dcdia(gam,u,wa 

stop at an antique &op m a #awrted warehouse to orimt ourseIves and to ask for dirediam. 

The shap-keeper difecto us to a main mad that Ieads to the o l a  part ofthe city whw the 

Menima& River is bordersd by the giant Amoslreag Manuhchuing Company that used to 

make tadiles. Most of the mi& were c 1 d  after 1929, and textile man&caUing moved to the 

sot& ofthe United States, close to wfiere the cuüon was grown. 

Whai we urive n the site7 we see city blocks c d -  the imposing bridr 

buildings dthe  mills, five storeys hi@ with mws ofidentical redanguiar windows. The mtire 

aty seam to radiase from the nucieus of the compleq ahbougb die miOs have beeii closecl for 

fiffy y m .  NdhSig has b e e ~  tom down, the buildings are shply hd offand 1& standing. 

We head d m  Main Street, p d m g  m frmt of weil-mamtamed brick tene0nent.s that uoed ta 

provide living qmrtem for the worken, and waik aiaig lookhg for Ehn and C d .  

Once we loaite Elm Street, we a& a psssing gir1 where Central Amue d d  be; she 

points us m the der  dirediun fhm where we have beea walking. When ws arrive at the corner 

dELn and C d ,  we find a park d e d  Merrima& Square, which is a war memorial to the 

Vietnam Veterans. Plaques of hmor, like small tables OQ r cancrete circle, stand un& the 

~~ flag. 'Ibe padc is peadid, with tail trees, park lmchss and weii-te~âed hms. An 

old man m a suÎt coat and basebail cap shuBaes past us to sit ai a h c h .  

AawuthasrrpaisthepavrddmrswayoftheHütmH~whi&is~e~dofCamal 

A w u e  because the rives nms cm the d e r  side ofthe hatel. (ni the der corner, pdaps  

w h e r e m y ~ e r l o o L s d o ~ ~ ~ e ~ s L r s d g t h e p ~ œ a r r ~ r r & e d n m l o ,  areacoiipleof 

twolstorey Mdings m white stucco. One is a dry cieaning shop and the ather is a sxnaiI c& 



Phap and insutance agency. These are newer buildings, and 1 am curious to knciw what h d  of 

building otood thm before. 

We fïnd the "Mandiester Historic Corncil'' and archives ofthe City. 1 look up my 

Mer's name m the aty directory for 1898, names and addresses d y ,  because te lep ho ne^ are 

too aew an mvaitian for numbers to be listed In the direcbry thm are many 'Tantins," 

mcludmg Flavian, my granmer, listed as a blad<miab, who lives at ander location, 455 

Cartier. @or is f iv ia ' s  d e  and is listeû as a barber and hairrirssJer; Ferdinand, d o  

cauld be Flavids brathet or ander uncle, nms a boarding house with his wifg Marie at 619 

Elm and C d .  It is possible that my M e r  lived in the boardhg house wab his amt and 

uncle rnitil his M e r  b d  ander  bouse an Cartier Street. The 1899 directory CaLlttMues the 

story by stating, ''Flaviai, blacksmrth, moved to Lawrence," and "Ferdinanâ, dsceased." 1 do 

na knw anythmg about Flavien's bmrtia and Jisters sxcept for tbis fàct that 1 find quite 

accidaitally. My nithet did not m d a i  his amts and uncles; perhaps by the time 1 was bom 

a11 ofthat gmeratioa had passed away. 

'hm are no histoncai pichirar readily available ofthe amer of Elm and CQtral to 

show us what the boardmg house tooked like. We ciri- back to locate the address of 619 and 

f i d  that it is the place where the stucco dry c l d g  shop stands. 

Cartier Street, we have beeo toid, is in the old Freach-Canadiari secticm ofthe &y. We 

h d  a bridge to cross the river close to whm the tolrme miil stands, and we visudy locatrr the 

spire of St MMe's  Chuicb, f i c h  U st i l l  m use. W laAs Fmch-Canadian m desigu, witii 

Wc-shaped JtamedglaPJ windm and carved stme work amimd the doors. The church Sas 

in the mise d a  t m - h d e d  square, with a laneway b1ocked affto rualce a sa& plnygrnmd 

area f9r the adjobhg d o d .  



Cartier Street is me ofthe stmets adjaceut to the cburch and we h d  the house at 455 

easily. L is a tliree-storey building, the onginai, c o d  m a grey asphalî material m the design 

of bricks. An omate porch roofsheIters the &mt door. Around the back, we find the typicai 

verandahs that we have see~  m Quebec: a r c h h t m  imported fran Canada to make the place 

h l  Be  home. 1 try to pictum my Mer as a sixteen-year-old boy, n-g d m  the steps of 

the verandah m the early mo- gomg to work at the dis. 



Domthe-thmisadanSiqaephq,goiagaddbusinm. Ifhdtwo 

porcelam cake plates, made m Germany, with a design ofnabiral shamrodrs amund the edge. 

ïhe  rhamrocks remhd me ofthe Irish miU workers and ofmy fathsr's t h e  spad m 'XMe 

Ireland" when he first moved to Manchester. Fmhg &y two plates that maîch as a souvenir 

ofthe regim strikes me as appropriate. hi searching for my fkther's history, 1 cann& &d ail 

the pieces: d y  fiagmnts that have to be assembIed hto a rnosaic. 



R is kte aAeniocm by the time we arrive m Lawrence, Massachusetts. niem are large 

srnokesbcks that tower above loag rows of abandoned red brick textile mills with identicai 

muki-paned windows. ALI the compouuds are h c e d  with ùarbed wire at the top to pmmt  

anyme fiom ciimbing m. The weeds and Mer show that no aie bas cared for these places fw a 

long time. 



60 rushes by us clutchmg her sweater close. She tells us it is St. Mary and then burries away 

us Wre we caa ask anyhbg more. nie chufch is bu& of stone wah a tail dver spire 

bid as we approach we realize that aN the doors are barricaded, the windows are arvered with 

heavy wire, and the side Eicmg the sîreet k rnud-pplattemd and neglected. Perhaps it is too 

eocpetlsive to tear down c h d e s  and millrr; better to lave them standing iike ghosts hm the 

past. 1 wonder if my M e r  a ü d e d  this church; it is probable that he did. He lived in 

Lawreace Imger than in any d e r  &y m this region, and he attended sFhool hem, leamkg his 

parti& Bostcni-accented Engiish, using the Fraich-Engiish dictianaxy that led me back to 

Hampshire Street. 

The Lawrence Historic site, across h m  the Upper Pacific Mills my M e r  mentimeci 

m his diary, is dosed when we amive. b was in thU m i l  that he starteci deaning and tendhg the 

bobbius and then rnoved an to the printmg department where the dye was et$rem01y 

combustible. 1 wanted to see inside these walls where he worked but we have to content 

ourselves wah waiking dong the restored brick s i d d  ai the d e r  side ofthe canai. 1 

examine the steep waii ofunbrokai windows and wonder on which floor my Etther workeâ. 



Lawrence does na ~caa  to be a tourist-fimdly town, and so we dmis to Lawall, 

Massachusetts, %rty miles down the mad. niis is the city whm my M e r ' s  f h t  wi.6 Marie- 

Louisestayedwithhpapanidsn~~~timerwhilemy~~fwasemployedelsewhm. At 

the Lowwiî Historic Park, tourists can view the restored sections of a mill t o m  of me hmdred 

yaars aga* 

The next morning, we take a trolisyto the Stark Mill, whm iny M e r  wodred at 

"spspriog," a job tmding the lams for which 1 d d  n d  f i d  any d e r  paRiculars. We enter a 

door m the anter ofthe building about ten &et away fmm the dark W8ter ofthe d. nia 

nrst thing we ses inside is a cutaway in the floor rewdng the large turbme swrounded by the 

qlashing water ofthe canal. Ai intervais dong the buildiag there are inlets of water mto 

turbines b a t  are atbched to difEêrent gears and Bventuallyto a gi@c flywheel nffeen fèet m 

diameter. 'Ihis p d  the shafts that ran almg the cehg ofthe laig hails wbere the looms 

for making doth wem set up. Each machine had its own bit cœmectim to the tummg sbfts 

ai the ceiling: the power of the water t r a n w  to the loomo. Another machine wirb pistas 

1 m d ~ e e l s r e g u l a t s s d i e 0 a w a f w a f e r i n t o t h e ~ m e p o ~ i t ~ ~ d o W m g f o t  

fluctuations m the flm ofthe canal. As 1 gaze d m  into the turbuieut water, 1 realize that my 

fâthermusthavebetm ~ressedthattheloans inthemiliddali bepmmedôytheffaw of 

water. 

A fèw blodrs away, the newly ndored W Mills have a worlaoom Eb op with row 

upoa row afweaving l m .  A d ofscnmdproofwindw ailows us to peer hto the m m  and 

I w m d e r ~ y w c t h P ~ ~ I 1 i S M d i n ~ d u a l ~ o f s a r p l ~ .  Idon~havstowmâetr lq  

b e c a u s e w h ~ ~ ~ w e s t s p i m o ~ e ~ m a n ~ ~ t h r i t & l o a n ~ t w o h P n m i e U s t h a t h i t t h e  

shutîie and send it %ying back and toah bchReQ the threads of-. Emry time the a h d e  

reachesmcsidc.the~lift~ndhasdd~,mdtbsriMbmk~tomalrstha 

cl&. ~ a ~ o f d i e l o o m s ~ a Q n l t y m r L m g c I d h ; t b a a h ~ r i n q > ~ p ~ & e  



moticms and make the sound. The clamor of a hundred harnmers oblitemtes all rhougtit; it is 

bard to imagine working in that dm for twelve hours. My Mer, as mili oprator, s t d  and 

watched as the lamis operated so thal ndhing came loose; sometimes the mscbanism broke 

d m  and mt the shimle flying tbtough a wocker. 

nie room is mcomfortably hot and humid, a mmatian ofthe conditions that workers 

had to endure. The min m e r s  had Ieamed diat catm thrsad did not break as eesily m hot, 

humid cm&-. nierefore, ali the windows were nailed &ut and steam was piped m. A 

temperature af 140 degiees Fahrenheit was na musuai m the miUs on hot days; the thought of 

that gives new meanîng for me to the word "sweatshop". 

An&ernxnnmthesawmiUfeatures oraiandwnttentestimaninlsfmmthepecple 

whowoMmthe~tsomtyand~ysarsaffermy~~wasthm. Themiiiaperators 

wmte that the mills were sa dirty that a coat or artide of CI- d d  nat be left hpngmg an 

thewaiibecausebythetmietheown~r~edforit, i twouldbe~mcockroaches .  The 



rams was tme of bags of- brou& far Iimch. For thol masm, there was a ofhmeh 

deliveries by the yomger CbiIdreti m a fb i l y ,  partiinilarly the boys. They muid arrive home 

h m  schaoi, eat their hmches, and thea cany food to thsir $mily xnembers wo- in the dk. 

Afkemm& everythhg would be carried back h m  and the chüd d d  mbm to school. 

Perhrps it was my father's Me &ers, Rose Alba, age twelvq or Clan, rge tai, h o  

delivered the lmches. My father's mher'  V i e ,  wouid have the oganizer because she 

wouid have s&yed at home arith her youngest chiid, Philemm. The daily mutine ofthe Centm 

M y  would n d  have diflféred h m  that of any der M y  workmg in the m i b .  

1 have bea looking f i d  to the advertis#l canai boat tour, through the "canyons" of 

the mills. Embarkmg in a wide 8at boat that holds about tweaty peopley we Jd out on the dark 

g r m  Surface ofthe water. Most of the flm ofthe Merrimack Eüwr has beai diverted into 

man-rnadecanais, LmedwÎth hugestanesthreeféetwide bytwokahighthat fomithewalk 

rising twmty fbet above us. The guide tek us about the intaise physicai Iabour ofthe Irish 

workers who h g  the canal and hauled the rocks with homes m the 1820s and 30s. 

He explains that the ciry of Lowell is built inside a I o q  ofthe Merrimack Riva, and a 

slight waterfan provides the necessary pataitial energy, so drat the mavslnent ofthe divarted 

water tbrougb the gnals powers ail althe milis almg its mute. WrtmabIythe boat is n e  

pe- to p between the tail fàcades ofthe milis because a ie  ofthe lock gates has recaaly 

cnunbled We viswaie gate firom a distance as water pours over it. 

WhawrrhattheMerrimackRiver,arsscs~atndeoo.arodry~ 

mostofthe~s~0oanmthecanalrforthemillothot&n~~cldhanymore. 

Parhapsheratooitise;tsintoleave~s~theyare. Iamnotusedtosomuchofthepast 

l ~ s t a n d ~ .  IcanefiamthewcrstofCanodp.anwIPn&whmmyfathm&~~p& 

he laft hem. A cold wind blosw dornni ai us ficm the aMcial c a n p  ofmi71s, and 1 shmy 

atlxiausto mlmto shore. 



Diary 1915: 

Myparaitsdecided~sDryeanmtbeSta~as,m l9O2,thstwe 

wodd retum to W d .  1 was t w a t y a e  years old at the t k e .  Whea 

one is young he WU build aii kinds dcastie m Spain and I sure built sume 

bigaoesmWeedcmwhaiIwashLawraice. Butwh8nweanh&I 

remember well the receptian we had, all die old CTOHies and habitués ofthe 

piace were on the de& at the statim and after the train pded out, we 

d d  see the whole village and 1 never fiit so sad m aii my M. My sister 

Anna and 1 began to rate same of the buildings about the station, and what 

we had pichir#l as big buildings were nathing more than me- or one-and- 

a-haifstorey buiidhgs ofvery modents size and, m a nmber of cases, m 

very poor repair. After holding a cou~lcil, my sister Anua and 1 decided 

~ w e w o u l d r e t u r n t o ~ ~ o n t h e f i r s t t r a i n ~ t h i s w e c o u l d n a t  

do: we bad no maiey and Mer and mather would na hem of it. 

W e d i d n ~ ~ W ~ a n d n i r u n b i t i m w a s t o ~ o i i i o f ~  

hawsver, as I had cane to Weedcm for the puxpose of lemhg the 

tslegraph, it was up to me to stay theire and leam it. I made arrangwmeart 

with the Statia Agemt, Mr. Jaseph Lemi- and 1 smed m m  two or 

threeweeks~ourarrivaiatthesbtim. Inthemeantbe,myfather 

had bought a &op m Sherbrooke and my fPmily had moval thm. 1 

boardedwith a cousin ofmine for a féwweeks andthen 1 movedtRiththe 

p~le~owsn,~mwrcwhaisa,biaIdidn~likethatmdI 

~tomovswithmyawnpeop1e,tbatistosherbrOOiDB. Ithinltitwas 

Mt. Codem d o  arrPnged with the manager ofthe Great Ndwestem 



Telegraph Co. and I moved to Sherbrooke ear1y in ~~ber of 1902, 

and 1 started m my new place. 

Mr. Nounewasthemanagerandhewasreputedtobeaaank 

andhewasthat. Howewr,myprogresswithhBnt~psw~yrapidashwas 

a relaying &ce and there was a lage numbn of mesages gomg h u g h  

that office and 1 did a big part in repaetiDg these messages. While 1 was 

there, there were two d e r  boys Who leafned at the same thm. One by the 

name of Coombs, an uprigbî féllow and steady plugger, the der  by aam, 

of Redmmd* 

In April or May 1903,I heard that they requrred an operator on 

the Bostm-Maine Raiiroad and 1 applied for a job. 1 told them whm 1 

had leamed telegraphy and they d e d  up Mr. Noune but, instasd of 

belping me, he did aii he codd to hurt me ni Smding work. Shortly afbr 

tbat,the~cametoacrioismthefDlloWmgmaruier. Ihadbscndoing 

aU the bookkeepmg for him and me &y 1 told him tbnr I thou@ it muid 

be nathmg but fair to have Redrnmd do a part dit but the old maii would 

hear ndhing of it. So I told him that 1 wodd n& do the baokkeepmg 

d e s s  Redmond did his &are. The old man told me that i f1  did not care 

todoasIwastoldtogo. Notbsmgslawto~ahntttuithedidn~ 

aueformemthe~c~, ItodrmyhatandboitedtOrthedoor. 

1 wmt across the slreet to the Canadian PaQoc Raiiway 

Telegraph 08Cia and ad<ed to Coormue nry appreirticeship thm. Mr. 

~ t h e ~ , t a l d m e t n a t I d d & t h ~ ~ I Ç P t e d t o & x > .  I 

naaedthPtverydayfQtheCPR Itdidnottakemelmgtogetthelayof 

t h e w d  andMreawseLwpsom,Iwaspracti~~tbewholeaf  



the telegraph business. 1 migbt say hem that Mr. b had bee~ short 

m his cash the year M r e  and he aIso had beg drinltmg more than ha 

shouid; therefôre, he was in great need of mmey and ha told me that if1 

waetedthejob IwouldhawtogniehimtmdoUan ammthandthatI 

wouid be placed on the payroil at the tpme salary as the last qator. 

Wantmg the position 1 a g d  to that and a couple ofmaiths aAet 1 asked 

hirn fbr iiw dollars more which he granted to me. It was ady  a féw 

mainbs after that, that the drink gd the best ofhim and he was again short 

m his cash, thir t h e  for tbns Qaes the amount ofthe previous year. He 

was Iet go and he asked me tOr the iast fiw dollars which I lei him have. 

ni= I drew the full s a i q  which was farty d o h  a m d .  

'Ibsn the CPR appomted andm Agmt and 1 nnnrrworked under 

a worse man m ali my üfs, he mly made lifê miserable for me and this 

lastedfortwo d I  resignedandweattothe Unitsd States: that 

wahFebniary1906,ortaiyearsago. IneverRgraaedthewmasI 

think 1 am a bgtcrr citizen today fbr having s e m  a M e  of America and my 

native country. 

So in 1906.1 moved with the wife to Bostca, Massachusetts, she 

having d a posirian wah me ofher fonnsr ~nployers, Pias-Kimball 

store. W e ~ e d m B o s t a i f o r t w o o r t h r e e ~ d y ~ t h e ~  

s h e w a s g e t h g w a s n d a r g e ~ ~ a n d w e w r m t t o ~  

Massa&usetts where her Fnmiy lived 1 gd a positim with the New 

nislpnd Telephme and Teiegmph Co. and had to waL fwthan at 

Worcestm,Massachusettsand sixrna~&~latcr,IwasappoiutedTeirtman 

m t h e M a n c h ~ E x C i i a n ~ a p n m i o r i m b i t I ~ n y t h a t 1  



worked conscientiously fôr them and my knmledge of the Wegraph 

helped me m gettiog early pmrdm. mai seveii m d s  a f k  that I was 

promated to Wm Chiefm the Cmcord, New Hampshire Exchange. I 

startedtoworkfOTthat~01~1panyf<a$9.00 and 18mcmtbafterthat,I 

wasmaking$70.00am~. Ithinlrthiswa~godprogress. 



Aithou@ 1 hw my fâther as a fiamer when 1 was v e q  ynmg, 1 was also aware th* 

at some tmse he had beei a telegraph aperator, bd worked in telephones and had workd fbr 

the Oraiid Tnmk Pacinc as d as the Canadian P a d c  Raihnays. But these were b g m d  

refermces that were never explaineci. He used to say that he had held thirty-bvo jobs m thirty- 

thme yean Wre he obramed hi0 iast anplayment as District Inspecter of Elecûiày and Gas 

fôr the fbdemI govemment: the job he kept for thircy y. 

My  fiither fmt worked m the d e  millr ofthe New England States when he was 

firtan pars old. For the next eighteeri pars, d he was thirty-three years 014 he changed 

jobs iegularly, the longest period ofemploynient lasting ody a couple ofyearr. In many cases 

he wrote thaî he had some dif5cuIt bosses and pehaps that was me; he was a Fraich- 

Canadian who may have bem abject to some prejudice. As mil, 6e may haw becm a pmud 

man who was =cuit to get dong with. 

In his diary, he sets out to count aii tbe thirtym jobs he held. Part ofthat Iist k 

mcluded hm: 

1 remained in Cmcord h m  Febniary 1907 to April1908, and the 

manager there was sony to see me go althougb 1 think the long disrance 

Wua Qbiefwas @ad. 1 waild have iikely rernained with that ccnupany 

hndthey~williDgtotransfermeaicemoretothehgDistance 

Departmeat, but try as 1 Ight 1 cuuid not ga any satis&ctim km them. 

So in Apd 1908,I le& to come to Edmanton, Aberta, which 1 had had m 

mindforalmgtime, andnaitedtowo&for~Govmrment 

Telephmes; remaineci uutil1909 and worked a k m  &r me sunsner, 

Wred the mrk OX. but na enou# mcmeyto p at it properiy. 

InOaober 1909,wenttoQiicagoandnartedtowodtfiKthe 

Amencan Tel-h and Telephme Compmy, remainecl 6 weeks, fited ai 



account ofbeing too poor a telegraph operator, s&bd work for Wesbm 

Electric as Draftanan and left them m the spring of 1910, watt to Lowell, 

Massachusetts and worked nir the New England Telephme and Telegraph 

Company for 4 d; Le& to go and work as Wwr and braftsman for 

the Gaierd Eie4ric Company at M e l d ;  wages $77.00 a mmth, 

remaineci with them nearly a year, was discharged hem through a disiike 

the foremm b d  for me (the hrem21l1 ofmy d a n  was a German and he 

and I did n d  pull together so it did na take 1mg befôre them was nidion 

between us and it was hard fbr me to work under him. He was of a 

brunette type and arrogant, with a 5t bridge nose); wart and todc a 

temporary job with the Hood Rubber Company, East Watertowa, Mass., 

changing over a fictory fiom steam to eledric drive; worked thw a féw 

wwl<s and thai wait to Torcmto with the Nordiem Elecûic Company for 3 

weeks; lefk them to go with the Seymour Power Company as erecting 

engineer at a salary ofS125.00 a mmth; mrked there nearly a year and 

moved to Edmouton again and started m business as electricai contractor 

and CBIlliiined m business fbr 8 weeks and wentto work for t h  Edmonton, 

Dunvegan, and British Columbia Raüway as Draffsman, with them 4 

mantbs; left then to wark at Gorman, Clrncey and Grindey as sales 

enginet a t 125.00 per m d .  





These are the Mes of same ofthe books my W e r  umd iu his studies and in his wok. 

The Field Enstineer's Handbook, by G. Carvdh W& and Anmdel S. Clay 

Wdess Teienra~hv and Telaoh- Siniplv blained, by A.P. Morgan 

Wm m Elactncaî Ca~~tntction, by John A. Roebling's Som Co. 

Boileau's Transverse Tables, by Major General J.T. Boüeay F.RS. 



1 ~mwiber when 1 was a M d  clirnbmg up to the attic ofthe nnaall garage that 

behind ow hom. The garage had been b d t  m 1923, the same year my fMer bu* a 

brick double house m whaî had bem the Hudsaa Bay b e r w  of Edmonton. He 1Md in dus 

house, to be called the Brick House m 115 Street, with his first M y ,  MarieLouise and 

Arthur, and later, after it was converted to apartments, with his secasid fàmily, my mother 

LuCieme and me. 'Ihe attic is an archive of my Wer's lifs and to fhd more clues about the 

man, 1 decideto explore it. 

It is a cold &y m Deceniber 1996, minus sirrteai degrees Celsius, d e n  my husband 

and 1 ciimb into the artic to see what we can h d .  Wmter is the best time to explore because in 

the sumer the attic is unbembly h&. Bmdled in our w h r  coats and warm @oves, holding 

g d  Dashiighth we c h b  up the ladder and open the trap door, hoohg it securely. 

The cans and boxes are al1 the same culour, covsred d grey dirt fmm the wind 

blowhg through the cracks that are lines ofliglst m the eaves. We begin our explorations st the 

hu end ofthe attic, where several large cadbcd boxes iabeled, "Encyc10pedkt Brittanica," an, 

scattemi pebel i .  There is a Iang woodai box about a fwt wide and five fèet Lmg that holds 

a fbv bmken car pats and piles ofpme ames left bshmd by invacihg sc&etIs. A large rnocrx, 

rack, brokai spart, and a d e r  prong-hom d e r  with part ofthe d d  stiU stillcbeü, & in 

anotherbox. I p i c k u p a ~ r o i m d b o w 1 a n d ~ t h a t t U a ~ o b e ~ a l a n i p ; i t i s ~ o  

dusty 1 canne tell wbat d o m  it is imtil 1 rub some ofthe dirt S a n d  d i a  t h  it is a bright 

red. Besideitisametalbasefbradaklampwith ~upri&tmpports&rsamehdof 

&de, and a heavy glass hkweiî m the base; howvever? the globe and the base do n d  belmg 

. t o g e c h e r . ~ m i o a d ~ k d d w a f i ~ o l d p i l l o w s a i d a ~ : ~ g i s  

thrrrwn~erwithoutanyittamptatammging. Twowoodendiairs,~e~edrrpside-down 



over the d e r ,  discarded kitche~ cupboard doon, pamted d, rmd sevtd B m p t Y m ,  fdl 

ander Secfion under the eaves. 

ûne suitcase holds mementos ofmy mdher's Life Mre she marrieci my Mer there 

are old pichiras, inchidmg some ofher graduatim as a nurse the General HospiEal m 

1926, and hsr diploma of nushg rolled up m a cardboard tube. There are colournil bridge 

tally car&, numerou gossamer handkerchiiâs mcludmg me that says, "Souvellr of 

Edmonton," prayer car& and piaid nibais. My mdher had placed several cans of moth 

repeilmî m the bottom ofthe suitcase? and a pink wool coat, cream skirt and black jacket have 

not been touched by mahs. A long strand of tatting, dooeos of lacy r n ~ ~  like beige 

snovrrflakes joined togeber, remin& me ofmy mother's hm& holding the oblang tatîing 

mshumant and producmg tiuy loops and knots as if by magie. 

Inside a wide cupbocud laid cm its ba& we find many ofmytoys: a plslstic cYh 

register, a mehl toy SC& and a loiigearsd plu& rabbit. Next to these iies my Mer's 

bsarsltmooat,itsbmwnfurstiU~~thathewdwhaihewsnthimririg. I h d  

refèrences to it whm 1 was pmkg up, but 1 did n d  lmow it still eacisted. ûutside the cupboard 

is a box fZed with waxed cardbogid hmey amtainers uwd when my parents kept becs at the 

fans and another box with brown-paper-wrapped n w  bandages, somethbg from my mdher's 

nufsmg &y. 

Looking through a box of old teidbooks and pepers, 1 find carbai copies of soma of my 

ôrther's persmal Ieüers to his braher and sisten down epst. lhey am datai 1944, the year he 

marrieci my mother. Yeiiowed and dry, they M e  lilre ancient papyrus as 1 take Ogmy @oves 

andlook~them,scamimgthewords. DecidingthatIrnusttake~anaofth~artiifiicts 

downfromthentic, I h d a n o I d c n e m e r y ~ b a x a n d r t n r t ~ i t ~ t h e l ~ a M i  

pictures* my mathtir's diplorna, the lig6t globe and IruBp. and a porœiain sugar bowi withosb a 

COVBT. 



Whea 1 wash the hl-Iike lamp globe, 1 find thar it is white on the inride and a deep 

red witb Emall gold fleurde-lys on the outside. When 1 shine a Light through i the globe glows 

with a dark reddish COIOUT: a strange globe to hang cm the ceihg mice it wodd nat brigtnai q 

any room. 

Then, while the picture of my fatber m his office m 1914, just after he 

obtained his govemmeat job as uispector of Electncity and Gas, 1 discover der connections 

with these objeds ûom the attic. My Mer,  dressed in a suit, sits at his desk behind a taii 

metallic telephone with the speaker angleci upward and the receiver dangling ai a holder ai the 

side. 



The office has taIL filing cabmets withtwo visible r m  of fiben s u d l  d m m s  and a 

ciraftmg table wah a d e r  laid across it. 1 mcopk  a large map of Alberta held straight by 

woodai roilers, one rit the top and one at the baaom. hangmg m the w d .  N w  it nts roiid up 

in a corner ofmy baswmt. An exîseion oord m u  h m  me of the lamp sockets in the œiling 

dom to the lainp an his desk When 1 look dosely at it with a m g  &S. 1 m w g t h  the 

shape of the knip base with the inkweU in it that 1 have bmughî doam k m  the attic. The glaw 

shade ofthe lamp is au elaigated horizmtal style, recently cam back into Mon as a banksr's 

lamp. 

1 can se my father's diploma h m  the Mernationai Conespandeoa Schoois, nextto 

the dom or so file fiiders hanging hm supports aii a le@ uamd the room. N a t  to the 

diploma hangs a pichint that 1 recognize fkom the circles of ligbt m the darbiess and 1 

mUnedirde1y nm dawnstain and reüim it from my basement wail. It is a pichm of Jasper 

Aveaue, Edrnoutan, "Ibe Great White Way" reférring to the ~ e e a  Lh by cartKw-arc iights; 

haice the circies of ti*. The sceae is taken in the Summer and shows the amue with two sets 

oftracks for t h  electric Rilway nmning m the middle. On each side of the rtresr are shorter 

lamp standards. The s i p  m the * d m  and storefronts are "The Mutuai Lifé of Canada," an 

imlit elecbic si@ that nads "An Kr&," the "hine Studios," and the eIectric eigp ofthe 

Wudoai's Bay Company." 





Whai 1 was a child, growing op with a fatber who was m his d e s ,  1 did not realiza 

h m  smiilar we wen in our situ;aio~s: we were bodi my mQther's children. She was the aie 

Who m k  care of us and decidecl w h t  we couid or could not do. She made sure 1 was occupied 

ateverymoment,tomniretbatIwasiednotimemmy~. Duringtheweek,Iwasbusydh 

school and pradicing the piano haifan hour every &y. On Saturdays, 1 I d  p &=mg 

dawntown with my mother and tha play outside or ride my bicydq as long as my homework 

and p d c i n g  was h e .  ARer ch& an Sundays, we would o h  go visaiiig reIatives and 

fnemds ofmypararts. 

As he grew older, my fàther too was limited m where he couid go and what he could do. 

AAer the nnl ofhis minor strokes, which today would be calIed TIA's or transiair ischdc 

attacks, he was not a i l d  to drive a car m case ha saw double d e  on the rad. If my 

rndetr  could not dive him, he would take the bus. Once he took the m g  me and gat lost 

and he had to phaae her to corne and get him. He had ahvays enjoyed walksig, but in the last 

six years ofhis life, afbr we Mt the Brick House an 115 Street to Live in a bmgaiuw m the 

west end of Edmonton, my mother c d h e d  him to waks around the block, and M a d e  hmi 

crossing the stree~ She said that ifhe became disoriented, ha aniply had to keep wall<ing and 

eveimially he would retum to the house. Whai 1 was a Me girl, 1 too b d  not b aiiowed to 

cross the Street and so had to ri& my bicycle around the bIock, first m me directim and then, 

fof variatjm, in the d e r  direction. 

Whm researching my Mer's Life, 1 Itmd his compas m a tamished &ver tase with a 

filament-like nssdle that trembleci dielicately and thai h y s  pomted nordi. 1 was remDlded tbat 

once my M e r  had a hutm in the mountains, going out m a d h e s  without ma&, 

f i n d i n g h i r w a y ~ t h i s a i J t n r m s d m d n e ~ ~ ~ ~ l o r t .  



A medium-skd mg made ofstrips of dot& and cut-up seamed nylons pundied h u g b  

afibricbackingissetmfiimtofmyhpkce: a ~ o f m y f b t h e r ' s f h t ~ .  M I  

was married and hd in the Bnck House ai 115 Street, 1 fomd the mg in the -ce ofthe 

basement iaundry r o m .  It lod<ed n e  a c a s t 4  burlap bag, but me &y, cm Biipulse, 1 p i W  

it up and threw it into tbe wasbiug machine. When the rug came out of the wash, ifs brigùt 

colours were revealed m a design of red and white 0owerr bordered with pi&, and two puiple 

tnnnpd-lüce flowers projectmg diagunaiiy fbm t h  antsr. The style w d d  be d e d  

'primitive" or "folk art," Wr% that of a Grancima Moses of mg designs. 1 washed the mg 

several more times, and tha 1 took the scissors and carrbullytrinmied the f bz  and puk  on the 

. design. 1 showed the mg to my mdher, who explaineci that it had b e n  made by Marie-Louise, 

my Mer's nrst a. 

So the ghastly pre~etlce of Marie-Louise, whom my mother d e d  "la première fennne 

a Papa," became tmgiile in the art of her mg. At that the, the d y  pichire I had sem dher 

was a photographer's studio photo with her h u s b a n h y  fatherand their san, who was 

about fifteen at the h e .  She is an attractive wanan with white hair and glasses, Jitting 

straight in her W. She look serme, with a slight d e  on her Iips. 

Hrn birth d c a t e ,  ammg my $dierps papers, S. that she was barn m FaU 

River. Massachusetts, a tactile miii town, a~ Augwt 5.1872, the eIdest chiid ofEudoxie aud 

Ovide Baril. As a yamg woman, she worked m a store and had a position drespansiiiiity. 

That she may have gane to a trasimg coiiege is evihced by a pichue ofhsr standing with a 

g n u p a f a h ~ y ~ u n g w ~ d ~ g t b e r a m e d a i k ~ w i i h i d a i t i d w a t e h 8 ~ p b d  

an their &ests. My fiilfer's diary notes that he met her when he was aighteen and thai did not 

seeheragahmiLilhewas~-cme. Theywrotefat~rsafkhe~Lawranœ,Massach~~~tt~ 

t o m o v e t o C a n a d a , a n d ~ ~ ~ ~ d t w o y s a n ~ ~ m J i m e 4 , 1 9 0 4 , w h ~ m y  

fàther was walmig as a teiegmph qerator in Sherbrooke. Marie-Luuise was nine years oldet 



than rny Mer and the maniage m u t  have c a d  a stir m th& fiundies: she was ma 
and he was --three. 

M y f M e r w m ~ e m h i s ~ .  

I o h  thinkthat she tiad a certain infiuaice owr me *ch 1 think 

wasformygood. ShewasbommtheUnaedStatssandahivaysabove 

the class in which she was bom. She had a certain amount of pride *ch 

1 think a penm shouid have and wdde she was derking at a Departme 

Store, she had charge of a department for a number ofm. After I le& 

home, she exerted a certain uplilbmg inQuence which induceci me to 

~ ~ r t t o g d o u t o f a l a w ~ c l a s s .  

in a snall erivelape among my Mer's papers was a fôlded bill from "Place Viger 

Hatel" in Maiitrsal. The bill is dated June 7,1904, three days sfter Marie Louise and my fatber 

were marrieci m Warwick, Quebec. The hotel, pm of the Canadian Pacific Railway Hatel 

systan, records a paymet for 'kuâ" offbof doiiars, paid a 8:48 am. 

CABLC A 0 0 R C 0 8 t  ' ' ~ l ~ t i r ~  T C l t l i r O l i C  W A l M  3104 



repy to his mqujr about the pobs'biiity dmovhg to the northem district of Quebec. The 

letter, fhm the "Quebec and Lake St. John Railway," said: 

In reply to ywr lettex ofthe 7&, I wouid say that 1 thmk that the 

Lake St. John &strict &rs a good many inducameats and if, as yai say, 

you ha- m e  capital to mwst, yni may k able to do so to admatage. 1 

aiclose yni a permit wiîh which you cari purduisa f h n  our Quebec 

station ticket clerk a ticket to R o b e d  or Chicouiimi and retum at half 

fare as an inducement for you to go and see the couutry for yourseE 

The coupon for the reduced f k e  is still attacheci to the letter. My haha is Iookmg to 

start a new lifè somewbere, but decides a d  to take advantage o f  the offsr, probably because 

Marie-Louise is pregnant. 



In 1907, my Mer and his wife have their picture taken togher siüing beside a river in 

Sherbrooke, Quebec. Marie-Louise is dressed in a ligtd embroidad dress with p u e  sleeves 

and her weddmg ring shows cm her left hand r e h g  m her dress. She wears an elaborately 

plumed hat and a cbam around her neck. My M e r  sits next to her lookmg &to the side, his 

mterlaced han& hugging one b. He wears a suit, a whae shirt and tie, and a bowler hat. 



Marie-Louise follows my m e r  in his fresuent job changes m the ntSr years ofth& 

marriage. 'Ihat she moves to Worcester, Massachusetts d m  he gets his job with the New 

Engiand Telephme and Telegreph Company is shown by the picîures of them bgdher t h  in 

a padr. She also moves with him to Concord, Massachusetts, as a pi- d a  iarge h a w  

i n s r n i  ''k ho- m Cm&" attests. As well, two reaipts W t h e  ' l b g a m t  Pitlsbury 

Ganerai HospiLal" in Concord tam up in my Wer's papers stating, 'Tor board and nurSmg of 

MarytOuise CMtai hNovember27 to December4,1907 ~ndalsofkomDecember4to 

December 11, f3bn dollars a wcsk." The receipts are wnttai m hne script, foMed in fair. 



me cautious so 1 got a doctor and kept my wifé under his care to the best 

of my ability. But 1 regret to say, that if a mecbanid and elecbicai 

aigineer did not lmow more ralativey than the Qdor does about the 

human ill, 1 féor that inste;id ofhaving high speed railroad traius and 

auîomobiles, the ox cart waiM k in grestter vogue today thm M. I told 

~oofthemthatmudiatthetime. How~vef,insp~ufallrny 

precautiafls, my wifè gave birth to a girl dihom. 



MarieLouise stays behmd m LoweU, Massachuset& with her parents when my Mer 

nnt cornes west to Edmonton, Alberta m the spriog of 1908. He works fbr Alberta 

Gagmmaa Telephmes and then helps cm a farm. Marie-Louise apparerdy does n d  see her 

husband imtil he retums east a year and a half later, perhaps thk is the h t  mdication that all 

is not weiI in the Howewr, my M e r  does reûun east and they do Contmue to live as 

husband and wife. MarieLouise again becornes pregnant m 19 10. This time my Wez decides 

that they wili go to Lowe& Massachuseüs so that she can stay with hm mother and teceive 

good are .  He movss to PMeld, Massachusetts, where he had fnmd work as an engheer and 

drafhan  at the Geaerai Elearic Company. 

On September 27.19 1 O, M~i*Louise~ at the age ofm4gi1t, gives birth to th& 

son, Arthur, junior. My m e r  wrde m his diarythrit 'Be was quite bright end he gave us or his 

mother very M e  trouble." There is a pic&ure ofthe M y  takm outdoors next to an omate 

iron &ce. Marie-Louise is dresseci m a coat with lapels d a  rich paisley design, and she d e s  

shyly at the cameta as she holds up her new son. My M e r  has a serious look; perhaps he is 

&g his new respollsliilities. At the age of--nine, he has becorne a M e r  for the first 



Anathet picture ofmy fàther and his is takea at that t he .  Sitting m a Victoria 

parlor with da& waiipaper, in fiont of a china cabmet with lace triangies hanging dom fiom 

the shelves, my hther holds up his son for the camera. The baby is round-&ced with bright 

eyes, heahy-looking. He is ctressed m a Img white dress that rnakes his form stand out in front 

ofthe dark oak table and my father's dark Nit. My m e r  is young and slender and sits very 

straight to hold up the focus of his attentim, his lmgawaited M. 



Pittsfieid, Massachusetts is about a day's &ive from h U ,  and my husbaud and 1 

deiay going there imtil we are reûming hame to Canada. As we dmR towards the amter ofthe 

city, we see a sign t&at points to the Geaeral Elecûic Company and, as we tum tawards it, we 

discover that we are on Dartmouth Street, where my W e r  M. At Number 39, we h d  a 

two-storey wood house wah two doon m âcar, mdicating that it is an up-anddown-duplex. B 

couldbethehousemyfàtherlivedmfrom 1909to 1910, wheihedyhadtowakdawnthe 

sheet to p to work at the General E l d c  Company. 

My fâther b u &  a piece of land m Piasneld; psrhaps he thought that the job would be 

a pannanent aie. in his "Canadian P d e t  Diary," he notes that the value ofthe lut is two 

htmdred dolkn. 'The entry recun d l 9  19, sevm years afbr his fmd move to Edmonton. 

N w  1 understand -the maiiing tube with 'TittsfieId House," prked on the side, m m .  

Men I m i i e d  the fragde, waterstained blueprints, I %und 5ve pages of plans fDr a mo- 

storey house from Sears-Roebuck and Company, Chicago, Illinois. The drawings mcluded 

fma and side elewaticms, a basemeut plan, cross-sectio~~, and a main floor and secand storey 

plan. 'The fifüi page gave the specificzitims for matsrials through aoss SBCtidlls ofthe window, 

the stairs, a se&m of the hall, the baseboarb and Casmg. The p h  rtated that "ali dsscriptiolls 

aad numbers are m accorùancs with our published ataiogue m which prices are given based m 

actuai cash dues." 

Whei 1 look up at the bouse in Pittsfidd, I realize that it is not the house m the 

bluepriats. Did he buy a lot and plan to build a house because he had a oon? Afbr he lost his 

job at General Elediic, was there no ahet position avaiiable at ander Company? Did he diink 

hennghtiao~backtoPiasfiddsbmeday? lhaeiswamtoaskwhnhappa1ed,dythese 

hitxts about what mi@ have been. 



Diary, 1915: 

1 worked as an eigineer and dra&misn at the General E l d c  Co. 

&PiasGiddTora~bidIwasdiscbargedthsremthalraerpsrtd 

March 1911. Ihadmadeupmymindto~ba&toAlbsrta;h~r,the 

WifB strenuously objectai to that, so 1 was undecided for a while and that 

mdecision was hard. 1 weatt to Tomiito, Oatano and there I happemi to 

drcp imo the &ce of Smith, K m y ?  and Chase, EiedricaI Engin-, 

who had the cuntract f$r the mslallatian ofthe coa~plste track of the 

Seymour Elearical Power Company. 1 worked ai this job netariy a par 

and 1 believe it was the best job I had; lots ofhard work buî of a kind 

which was nuted to my taste and I was real wrry d m  1 le& it. 1 worked 

m Port Hope, Bowmanviiie9 N d e ,  CoIbome, Miibmke, Peterboro 

and Traitas* Ontano. 

Whüe 1 wac working m Bownmvillep I had the Mrs. visiting me. 

She mede a vexy h e  trip and enjayed Bawmanviiie a grsat deai, so much 

so that she up to this &y reproaches me for nct stayhg them perxnanetrtly? 

and 1 aumat cacivinœ herthat once the job was O=, th- was nothing 

le& for me to do but move ai. In Tmtm and Petsrbom, 1 was m 

generathg Stgtims and if the wark had h of a permaneat nature, 1 

wodd have remained wah them, but it was d y  a tmporary sort ofwork. 

I remaineci imtil the spring of 1912 whei 1 left ance more wibi the 

inteaimofrrtum8igwesttostartupmyawneIectncalcoohacaiig 

business. 

H~~~~~~ , therewere toomanymen m ~ ~ t h e s a m e  

i d s a m d & e p r i c e t b r t c o r i l d b e ~ f o r t h e ~ w a s n ~ e a ~ t o  



iive cm. 1 had no difficuity s e h g  all my equipm to another contractor 

and then famd work as a sales engheer for Gorman, Clancey and 

Grindley. 1 was anxious for the wifè and sa0 to jom me and 1 had decideci 

that rn would have our own house, d c e  Edmonton was ercperiencing a 

boom and t h e  was a gregt demand for living quarters so that nnts were 

exorbitantly hi@. 

1 secured an option on a lot about one and ane-halfmile h m  the 

city, on the south side of the river. 1 bomwed three himcùeci and fiffy 

d o h  from my bmther-in-iaw and, with the fifty ttut I had saved, 1 hired 

somme to put up the hune, windows and floors of a 16' by 14' houe. 

This war ùuplap wirh building paper and a bevel sidmg. R made a place 

to go m, but that was ail. 

. 



'Ibe fht night we were there we had the visit of prowiing dogs 

and cats but the next &y we mnaged to keep them out by stoppmg the 

place of access. Howsver, as it twas, the house was nut M to stay m 

during the hard wiider of this western country. Somehow or d e r 7  1 

secured enough shiplap to board the kitche~ and tha roam above the 

kitchen. And t h  we took white bdding paper and papered the rooms 

which made them dean and bri*. 

We spent a fair winter m tbat house, but the Mn. was quite 

laaesome as m had no commodity of any kind. We had no straet car imtil 

weil on in December 19 12 and d y  well water which was vary hard, and 

with a yoimg baby, it was a hard task to keep clean. Then, cm Jime 15, 

19 13,1 was laid off h m  Gorman, Clancey and Grindley and had to look 

fbr work. This is the d y  t h e  1 had a hard time m kdmg a job. I was 

four weeks out of work and then 1 had to p as night uperator widi Grand 

Tnmk PaQfic, a position payhg se- dollars a maith, q& a cut h m  

a i e  hundred and twerrty-fi- doiiars. 1 stayed bere for six weeks untii 1 

got a position as superintendent of the Melville, Saskatchewan, EIectric 

Light plant. The wifê came to live with me in Melvitle and then, because 

of a dmgemeat with the town camcilors, 1 Iefk the job and back to 

the Grand Tnmk Pacinc once again and we mowd to Birmingham, 

Saskatchewan. 

These moves the Mn. did not iike and objsded to strenuousiy, 

butitwasthebestIcouIdd0. Thestatimhadtobesharedwiththe 

section han& and tht made the quarten ye~r undesitabb. However, we 



made the best of h and soon got used to it. But thai on Christmas Eve of 

1913,I received natice tfiat the raihvay station was to be dosed. W e  had 

made prepafatiaais fôr the wmter and m h g  m w h r  manths with a 

baby was no b. So we decideci th& the MES. WOUM go visitiDg my 

people and her people in Sherbrooke anci Loweil. But M r e  domg that 

we thougbt we wouid anne back to Edmonton and look at the pund ,  see 

h m  our house was, and also for me to look for a W y  positim. Ch th& 

trip 1 got in cornmirnicatian with my present position with the govetriment 

but there was nothhg dsnaite and 1 had to retum back with the Grand 

Tnmk Pacifie, which 1 did, and remaineci with them till the last of 

Febnÿiry, 1914. 1 took the eXammatim for the ~ovemmeat job on 

February 10, 1914. 1 was quite sure that 1 wodd be successful but t took 

six weeks bafore 1 had the answer and feceiveû the a p p o b t .  



In an o x - b I d  red card holdm, or igkdy  h m  the '?IliaoÛ Watrh Company, 

Sprmgfield High Grade Raüroad Watches," 1 h d  railway passes issueù to my fatber and 

his wifé that were never use& The tickets reveai the mute h east to west across Canada and 

theunitedstates. Thef i r s t~~cardp~ssk from~eGrandTnmk~ySybem, ;md 

says, 'Vass for Mr. A.J. CPntm and wife, Agas, fiom Sherbrooke to Chicsgo, issued ai 

3anuary7,1914,goodforaietripmlyrmtilMardi31,1914." ThesecaiidpassLnOmthe 

Chicago, Mi3waukm and St. Paul Railway Company, h Chicago to St. Paul; the third pass 

is h the Norihem Pacific Railway, h St Paui, Mmnaso~a, to W-eg, Manitoba. 'Ihe 

fniah p a s  is from the Grand Tnmk Pacihc RaihiPay, f k n  W e e g  to Edmoaitai. 



mamed life had kQ fiUed with uncabinty as her husband chan@ jobs an a basis 

which requued them to move amtady,  and she had Livtd with her parents back in LoeieU 

many thes. Smœ shs amved in Edmcmtcn m August 1912, her husband had besn an electrical 

contractor, a telegraph operator, a sales aigineer, a superintendent d a  p m r  p h t ,  a railway 

agent and thea a telegraph operator again. She decideci that she wodd not m e  back. 

Mytàtherwroîeofthisinhis~ 

The time eapired cm Apd 1,1914 for Mn. Cab's tickets and I 

was anxious fOr her to corne back but she had made up her mind not ta 

rehirn, and I did not want to leave my new gowniment position as 

inspector ofeledricity and gas, which was a good job. 1 deaded that if 

she was not willing to come badc, 1 muid not w r b  her nor heip her m 

any way. 1 wouid leam her absolutely h. 1 did n& answer any of her 

for some the ;  t h  she quit wntsig akogether. It was n d  until 

August that Ehe wmte me and wanred to m e  back. This was agreeable 

to me and 1 sent the necessary mmey and she came back. 

Perhaps Marie-Louise was pressund by h a  pafents to ratum to her husband; afbr ail, 

separafion and divorce were imheard ofm FwchCanadian cuiture at that t h e .  She was fbrty- 

two y m  old with a four-yeardd m; as =II, she may have c~tlsidered her w i ' s  iùhm at tbat 

tirne. Ahhough she was süwng-ded and had persuaâed her husband to rehim ead several 

times M m ,  she rdzed that sbe would nat be able to ûmge his tnind n m .  She decided to 

~bmiaiernorechan~8andshewro0tohmicmda~kedforrnoaeymo~tothew~ra. 

-ai, that fàrdprakie city, wodd become ha home fbr the next tIiirty years and she 

wodd retum east dytwiœ in that the.  

Marie-Lo\rise mnst have beea a s e I f d u e n t  woman because my fabiefs job as 

dectrichy and gas inspector mcpired him to be gaie for weeks rit a thne trading throiigbout 



centrai Alberta. In the 1920s and 19309, as weU, he ûequeatly went ai himtmg trips. Marie- 

Louise sbyed at home with her son duhg his adolescent years, which may have suited her. 

Her husband hancileci ail the money as is shown m my fither's meticul031siy kept account 

books, whm he notes the money he gave her ibr groceries, and itemizes d e r  th.&, such as 

"shoes for junior" and 'hiedicme Tor wife." Still, she was ewidanly a patient womsn and a 

"good sport," gomg &hhg and campmg with her husband and son m the 1920's d e n  she was 

in her fifties. One picture m particuiar shows her holding her own fishing rod while she steadies 

her son's, h m  which dangle *O Large W. 



Afterthecrisis mtheirmarriagswhichmy~erspdreaùoutmhisdiary. hemaitians 

MarieLouise d y  three times m his notes, and refbrs to her as "the Mrs." One tiine he 

commeuts that she weid to a card p*. andha that she heiped him dean out the bee hives at 

the Eum. The thid mention ofher is m a magazine article he wn#e about his hunthg 

ezqeri~llces. He wrote: 

Coy- were so plentifui that an my way ftom OxMlle to 

Chauvin, 1 shb a coyote with a shot gun as wa were ciimbing ai the suth 

of the Battle River. L was a 32 Ib. Coyote which was m the pmk of 

amdition. 1 had t dyed Isabeiia and made into a he scarffbr the wife. 

Marie-Louise died cm June 7.1943, at the age of seventy-~ne, after thirtythirtysme yearo of 

marriage ta my mer. 'Iha cause of death is stated as '8eart fidure))' and ItteUs of sympathy 

mention that she had beeu iu for the iast year of ber iite. A fèw weelcr after her deâth, my 

fàther went out and bnigtil a light grrai Bible and inrnibed the daails of Marie-Louise's Life, 

ber daes of birth and dm&. th& maniage, the dates she lost her two rtiIIbom childm, an4 

finaily, Arthur junior's date ofbirth. She is burieci in Saint Joachsn Cemetery m the amter of 

Edmaîm, Alberta, the city thas M y  became her home. 



Recaitty, whüe 1 was c l e g  out a basanant storage room at the Brick House cm 115 

Stmt, where Marie-Louise i.ived and whne 1 w d d  later grow up, 1 saw the brown edge of 

sme papa stickhg out h m  the top shelf When 1 reached up and pulled it d m  1 discovsred 

that it was a calmdar âom HoItan's Store, "The Best m Grocaies and Dry Cfoods. 

Westiodr-Phoue no. 7-Aberta." Ccmprising me main pichm with the d mcmthiy pages 

stapled mdemeath, the caieadar d e d t h e  page for August 1943, two mcmhs a f k  my 

Mer's first wifé paued away. The picaire was ofa rhip with thme masts cm mgh seas, and 

was titled "OlitcRard Bound." But what was interemng is that s o ~ ~ w a s  it Marie- 

Louise?-had pinned over the picrunt a magazine ciippmg ofthe Diamie quintuplets at the ags 

of ten. She must have decided that the pichire of the quints was more imersstmg to her than 

that of a s€up m the ocean. 

1 am startied by this discovery, it is U e  hdiog a stapped watch at the boaom of the 

ocean, a calendar stopped m August 1943. The calmdar must have hmg m her bedroom and 

when my M e r  was cleaning out the room, he tod< i and storeci it m the basement, tossing it on 

a hi& sheK 



In l96 l ,~hen  Iwas thllttQyears old, mypareutstodcmetotbe wuth sideof 

E d m m  to see where my Mer's fht house had been. He had phcmed the couple nuraitly 

h g  in the house and had made the arrangements for a visit. My mother, d o  did all the 

&v@&q&eckedheraLymap carenillybefOrewesdo~l,becausegomgtothedistndof 

Bannie Docm was like traveling to andm fbr her. As we crosseci the High Laiel Bridge, 

my Mer remiLziSCBd about how he used to walk a m  the bridge to get to wwork when he 

worked in the pst  office building. We passed by the Gama 'Iheater just offthe bridge, and 

my mother said that den she was in tra8iing she u d  to walk hm as mil, to see a movie. We 

airndoaitoWhyteAvenue,andIstaredoutthewindowatanaher~street, difXBre0tfrom 

Jasper Avenue. 

My d e r ,  who womd about gdting lost m an unfamiliar part ofthe city, said, "Oh 

my, this is such a long way. Are p u  sure we're m the ri& road?" My M e r  reassured her, 

'Tes, yes. Stay ai Whyte uutii we htm lefk at 92 Street." Thai later, he spoke with acitement 

as he poinsrd to a brown house. 'LThere it is! Just as 1 remexnbered. Park m the stred there, 

my dear." 

'Ihe house was iwo storeys hi& made of overiapping boards painted duk brown, with 

a ceneal door and two windows the sacne sira, a ie  on each side ofthe door. My M e r  stcipped 

out ufthe car and stood for a feW m o r n e  loobg at the fi- ofthe ho-. 'It hasn't changecf 

much, except for two extra * d m  m the secaid storey. And the vsmdah was taken On. 

We're to go to the side door, the people am arp#ting us." 

An old man op& the éaor and gmeted my Wer heartîly. 1 remember that he was a 

Ehortmanwah~sof~hairtbet~tofloatvoundhishd ThemanSsWifq 

eIder1y and w-g a flowery cfress, mMtsd us mto the adcfiticm at the baba ofthe house. We 

~mbmamtRidrsrehsirJpnddranklemona&mtallglaaws,l~oid~allthefl~~~t~h 



the back yard My mother and 1 stayed in the sun-porch addition, d e  my M e r  wait ai a 

tour b u &  the house. 

1 do nat remernber bemg Cunous ta see the house myseIf: probabIy because no me 

ex.piaiuedtomethatthis iswheremy~er,hishisnntandsoa livedwhaihefirstcameto 

Edmonton, fortyaine pars Mre .  1 wonder if1 wouid have been more Biterested ifhe had 

told me about the r d g  cats and dogs m the nrst ni@. Wodd I have believed that the 

housa was m a new section of Edmonton, a mile and a halffian the &y limits, and that in 1912 

there was an electric streetcitr that ran down Whyte Avenue to the district? Ahhough my fàther 

explabed many things to me, he did not speak o h  about his first M y .  Perbaps he did not 

m d a n  them out of COIlSideratioa for my m&m. 



I~I 1974, about Hkn yean later, I m U e d  my nrSt son m St Thomas Aquinas 

School, a schoo1 that wodd provide a French and Engiish educatim. As 1 drove by a brown- 

sided house on 92 Street, 1 noticed that then was somethmg h d k u  about h 1 diecked 

through my fâther's papes and discovered that he had buiit his nnt house at 8836-92 Street. 

That was the reasaa 1 had recognized the house. nien, whai 1 looked m my Mer's box of 

negatives, 1 fnmd other pichires of the house when they lived in if with a ynmg Marie-Louise 

holding the hand ofher M e  boy who is about fau yeam old. A new porch had ben added to 

the ûont. 

in 1979, twaity~afterI6advuitedthehousewithmyp~,  myfamilymd1 

moved to that W e  Dcm district to be close to the French school that niy children aüe~ded. 

Evev &y, whenever 1 have to go somRvhexe, 1 drive by this first house. The wood sidmg is 

still p a h d  brown and the winciows in f h t  have lace curtains. For many years, 1 p o W  t 

out to my c h i i h  so that they would know that thu was their grandfàther's house. the aie  the 

prowiing dogs and cats had tried to get &o. 



Diary 1915: 

So Eu1 havewritkn d y  ofwhat Iwao dohg m the daytime 

WhenwewereLiWightheWStates. I t i snot tobe~credthatI  

was ide at ni@ or m the mg, having n d d  early the importance of 

leamhg Eaglish, Fraich being my mother ûmgue. From the vsry fkst &y 

I was m the United States, 1 made s t m g  dx t s  to leam Eiigüsh and 

whaiever 1 had an opportun@ 1 wodd find a word here and there. Whm 

we were at Newton, Massachusetts, shortiy affer we aniveci, 1 used to go 

with Mother in the store and act as niterpreter-1 must have hem some 

interpreter, howsver, I managed to get what was wanted h m  the clerk 

and that was the essential. 

uitheaUofthenrbyearthatIwas~dieStaes,~efamiyliwd 

m Lawretlce and I had to go the 6'Enemf' School (Public) which suitsd 

meihtclass. However , !must saythat the two~~~~Iwezr t to  

that scbool did n d  do me much good. very M e  ofthe Fnglish language 

did i l e m  during these two terms. I rernember weii me incident the 

head teacher m our classroom was a Gennan and the assimm was a 

young iady, Engiish speakip~it's so Iang naw that 1 have for- the 

name. One ni@ she gave additims an the blackboard and 1 san famd 

thatinst4adofaddmgfiPom~gbttoleft, shewasaddmghlefttoright 

ortheappositeufhow t shddkdcne. 

Itoidhslhalfbysïgn andbplfF~chandEiislish, therkwas  no^ 

the pmpsr way and she d e d  the head teacher and he said thar in 

Gemmy,theyaddedthewayIwasteîiingherto add, brdithadtoôe 



proved m the biackboard and fmaily she wps cmvinced 1 was ri& kt my 

antedon. Hcrwever, fit the mxî twm, 1 did nat aaaid that school but 1 

wentmJeardiotapmiatetea&er.~IImdtobguitealdd 

trouble and the teacher not a nry good aie at that and then uareiiable in 

showing up for claues because he was odtai chking hard and n d  fit to 

teach schoot. 

InthethirdWmterthatI~entoeVeningscboo1,I~to 

Carnids Business CoUege m die C d  Block in Lawrence and this 1 

attendeci for three winters, imtil we moved back to Canada. This was a 

mai school but my pfogress was slow owing to my hardship of not 

imowiug the En- hguage very vueil. At that time I was takmg 

bookkeeping and business EngIish at that school, but the biggest amount 

of math was bookkeepmg. 

Shortly after 1 enterd biat school, 1 went to see my cousin 

Amédée C l d e r  of "Hamel and Cloutier Cldhmg S t d ' t o  work as night 

clerk. H m r ,  thm was n& a fortune to be made at this mrk .  1 was 

gdtmg 50 amtr a week for workhg f b m  7:30 to 10:30 psi. on Tussday 

a n d h m  1:30to 11:OOp.m. CQ Saturûayaftemoaaand~. My 

school hom wene from 7 pm. to 9 pm. cm Mon&y, Weckmday and 

Friday ni& so 1 onIy had 'fhursday h g  and Sunday to myseIf. h 

was atthistimethptI begantareedboohaoawrytol~amEn~~md 

sam %und that 1 deriveci much mjoymeet h m  thm. 1 vay seldam went 

toa danceoramuscrmrribofanykind,which mynotbeCQlSiddgood 

foraynmgman. Howew,itkeptm,w~ayfiomnbadcompauyasmthe 

m i l l t o w n z t h e r a U a g d ~ d l ~ ~ g o ~ a a s 9 ~ e l l ~ d r i n l a n g ~  



At the badr ofmy Mer's iiiliry, I discovered his reading iist. Under the titieV 'Whar 1 

read and whan 1 read it," he merrtims that he reads m the moming firom 530 to 7:15 am.. On 

Jan~ary21~1915~ hen&sWhe readTotheNorth S a :  The Frankh V v .  

Eighty yesn later, in 1995, when 1 reâumedto tmiYBfSitY to hnioh my Msster's C@W? 

1 took a course in Exploraban Lheraaire, and 1 reaüzed th& the book that my Wer isad about 

Franklin is the same one that 1 read for the course. Fraakliii's que& for the Northwest P w  

must have intriguecl my fàther. The d o n  is a tragic me because the explorers did n d  tum 

back south M r e  winta set m and h a e  ail the riversT thereby trappmg the party. The mai 

were m ~ y  f o r a i  to wmtsr without a m  supplies. The &cers nwived, but dl of 

the Fraich-Canadian voyageurs perished except one who went aridi an officer to get heip. &r 

reading the book, I happaid to unfdd aie of my ntther's maps and r e a h d  it was a map ofthe 

Northwest Temtones o f  Canada. 1 sou@ out the names ofthe ntss tbat had become 

assoaatcd with Frankiin's storyT and I saw my mer's trachg in red eik ofthe line ofthe 

joumey, with crosses markhg the probable wmtering Spa ofthe ili-fased q e d i t i o n  and Fort 

Providaice. 

'Then, whiie 1 was studymg Shakespm's "Juiius Caesar," 1 nad the fint act where 

Cassius U tqhg to convince Bnmis ofthe n e c e d y  of eliminrtmg Juiiw Caesar whe~ these 

lines jumped up at me: "Men at some times are masters oftheir &tes. The fa* dear Brutus, 

is n b  in orir stars, but m ourselves, thaî we are mderihgs." I d d  hear my Mer sayhg 

those words. 1 wished thatî 1 could nm to him and tell him that 1 had hmd the ünes and knew 

whwetheyams fkom andnowwe d d t a l k  about ambitiœt and âes&iny. I wondemi iftbese 

worb ddnedthe way my Qbertriedto lk. 



65 

This is a p2ut ofthe List ofmy Mer's own 9ifOrmal Imding I'brary m 1916: 

Loaned to Book 

R C i r n n m ~  Field Engineerinq 

W.P. McDœutld Meter Book 

W.C. Scdt  F m  Soi1 

EB. Elliaet Lmdn by Binns 

<b Fables by Lafintain0 

H.M. Randail Analyin~ Charaeter 

Amcmg the many ôooks of my fbfher's lmdmg library, 1 have the book Lmcoln by 

Henry Bryan Binns. The book is a light khaki green in colour, ~mbossed with gold laves and 

lettehg an the spme. Inside the first page my fathm has i n s r n i  "Arthur J.  C m  

Edmonton, Juin 19 14." The book influenad him enough that he wmie thk about the l& of the 

Arnerican president: 

In reading the lifb of Abraham Lincolu and seing di the 

haidship and trouble under whicâ he secured his education, 1 caanot 

help but thEk that a man whh ambitim today canuat help but Hnprove 

himseifto such a à e g ~ ~  thrit he will s u d  in whrrsMa he undadces 

tobe. Iamthankhiltoliveinanagswhmlm~~~ledge~~nbe~earily 

acguiied and 1 am m hope that samc day I will k more than 1 am m. 

I am not sûhhg ta be a milliaraire but I am m h o p  to be in a position 

some day dere  1 will nd have to worry about the futunt and tc hold 

somepositionoftnist 



I grew up m a home iXed with books: this was a pomt dcaavergeace Gr me and my 

Mer. Onmy~y's~tbtou~theUniiedStatestoFlori&whaiIwasfourysarsol~my 

pamts bought me 'Zhtle Golden at sway place we stoppeci. 1 can chroaiide the 

joumey h m  "Little Iahn Lirtle," bu@ m Chicago, Illinois an Nw. î2,1952, to the ''Haos 

Chrirrian Andersen's FaUy Tales," bought at Clearwater, Florida, cm January 1,1953, with 

many other tÎties m b e n .  1 remanber hugging the c a r d h d  books wah the shiny gold 

spines close to me because they were my books, jut like the mes my Qther aiways held m hk 

han&. 1 dm't remember that he nad thern to m e i t  was my moiher Who did the reading-but 

nevertheles he miparted to me the importance of books early in my lifè. 

When 1 was six pars 014 my pare& started coilecting for me The Universal Standard 

EncycIqedia. This was a promotion at a grocery stem that aiiowed yw to buy oie volume a 

wwk for a rrasaaable price. The advertisemmt proclaimtd: 'We flal sunt that this trsasursd 

iiirarywiühelp ywinynirevarydaylife, andthatyourchil~willhditindiJpcasablein 

SM ri@ up through coilege." Volume One at least had S ~ Y B ~  pages ofcoloured mps, but 

1 femember despairing at aii the small writing when 1 was just Ieaming to read. The rest of the 

pichiras m m  in black and white. By the time my parents bougbt Volume Five, I was able to 

print my m e ,  and the date, ûctober 10,1954. lhis Encyclopedia stüi shs ai my book shedf. 

'Ihe Children's Hm, si.rdecii vohmias, with such titles as 'Tavorite FUry Tales," "Favorite 

Mystery Stories," and 'ZaPdars and Heroes." 



While my M e r  sat m the Living rom readmg the biography of Wmstm ChurehiU and 

histories of the Second World War, 1 offen lay on the fioor in fhn t  of the gas fireplricx reading 

Nancy Ihaw and the Hardy Boys. 

1 would waik the fnveen blocks to the old Echnontan Public Library on 101 Street, 

and there 1 discovered books about the pharaoh of Ancient Egypt and the finding of Kmg 

Tutankahmen's tomb. 1 read about archeo1ogy in Greece and Cmte and thai 1 discovered the 

epic novels of James Michmer and Thomas Costain. 1 kept a miall spiral notebook wîth a i l  of 

the titles that I had read. 



AAerthe$miSmovedbacktoCanada,~~Iwsstwenty- 

one years old, I was detennined nat to Iet my seeking of an educatim 

faii by the wayside. I had heard ofthe Internat id  Cons~pooQace 

School of Scraidaq Pemnsyivania and 1 decided to talce die Telegnph 

hgiueering Course, enrollhg ai July 4,1903, since 1 was in training 

to becorne a telepph oprator. I ma& gUod progress but 1 soai came 

to AIgebra and there 1 was shmrped. Try no mattex how hard, 1 could 

ndgetthrougbtbatsom disgust Igaveup studyingfbrawhiie, 

perhaps two years. 

Then, 1 was appomted to a permanmt position m 

Manchester in August 1906, I revived my cause wah the 

correspmkw school and 1 started to work hard cm it. 

Mandester, New Hampshire, as 1 bd sem a iarge number of 



The velvet-lined case afrnyfhther's dratt8ig tools, b a surgeon's btrmmts, wsn 

givai to me when 1 was e I m  years old, so that 1 couid draw circies, but no me expiamed to 

me what they were. 1 understand h m  he used the t001Is when 1 fkd the drawmgs for the 

correspondence course m draftmg in the bla& portfdlio. Tke drawings are a strange sort of- 

p d e  picturrs oftools and machme dstailr. The course began on February 12,1909, at the 

t i n s e t h a t m y W e r f i n t u u n e t o E d i n ~ f o r a ~ b e f O r e ~ g t o t h e S ~ .  H e m  

required to draw geamticai figures and me of the problems given was 'To mscrii a reguiar 

hexagai m a given cirde." The large pages shw the progression ofdifficuhy of shapes, untü 

fiw pars later he drew his assignmmts ai a Li@ blue piasticised paper, with Mleg such as 

'Dmving Roam Standards" and ''Bench V i i  Ddails." One ofthe final drawings is, "Bicycle 

Wmch, Daaüs and Assembly," *ch received the commeait, 'Weat." 'Ihe  page^^ are water- 

stained, but the black lines that my Wer d m  and the penal c o d o ~ s  firom his teachers a 

the M e m a t i d  Comspcmdmce Schools are visible. I have not thou@ of my M e r  as a 

student M m ,  to be corrected by his teachers, but the evidence is right m fiout of me. 1 choose 

h ofhis drawings and have thm d r y - m o d  and h n e d  to hang m my stairway. 



This certifies that Arthur Joseph Cantm has been a studed in 

the Conespandence SFhod of Telephcmy and Telegraphy, th& he bas 

satkfkctorily completed the abjects d m e d  henein as tau@ m our 

Telegraph bgineerhg course, has beai examineci and &und ddy 

pualifid m them and is hmby awarâeul this Diploma as an 

admowleàgmeut ofhis proficiency and iu mamm~~1datian ofhis 

acquirements. 

Subjeçts: Anthmetic, M d m  

Elementluy Algabra and 

TriganOmetnc fimctim 

Elemeotary Mechania 

Principles of Electricity, 

Electrical Measuemeats, 

Elements of Telegrah Operirting, 

Batteries, Telepphy, 

Additonai Subject, Telephan. 

Wrtness the sigDaturas of Members of the Facuhy and 

the Seaî ofthe Schoob m the Ciry of Samtm, Pe5msyivania. This 

i4& day af Ma& AD. 1908. 

G.S. Webb 

FH- Doane 

MD. a v a t t  

J.L. Martin 

1.J. Clark 

Stanley P. Aiian 



My Mer's good fieidwas Jean-Baptiste Boulanger, a Fmch-Canadian dodar. 

'Ihey had h m  each d e r  for mr hrty years and W ta argue about various aspeds of the 

survival of Freocb-Canadian culture m the West. 1 did nat mind accompsp3ying my M e r  d e n  

hewaittovisithisfiend. h.Boulaagerhsdhis&ceHiimoldh~m95 Street,orithe 

no& si& of Edmontcm, with a waiting room hed with amber1~01oured jars of @-bladder 

stanes and various tumous removed fiom patients. 1 b d  these jars fàscinating. 

in his basement, the doctor had a printiDg press and shelves filled with boxes oftrads, 

most ofthem to aicourage the Fwch language and culture. Many ofthan were nprinU of 

addes that he had wnttrn for a newspaper published m EdmaatDD callecl "Le Patriate de 

L'Ouest." The dodor d y  handeci me selediors of these tracts as he showed my M e r  and 

me his latest priating efIOrts m his basement, which was cmwded with shdves migtied down by 

ail the priided material. His SCRI, whiie stül m his teais, had won a Fraich iiterary prize for a 

book he had Wnaen about Napolecm, and my M e r  spoke ofthis d s  son with evident 

admiraticm for m e  so young yet so accomplished. 

J u s t  b&re my eigtith birthday m 1956, the dodor gave me a thick grem Frmch 

dicticmary, the Larousse ClaJnaue Illustré which he inscribeci with my namct and the 

exhortation, ''Va tcm chamin" or yau own road." After thas he a e d  his name and 

glued a d picture ofhmiself inside the cover. Ao we4 he pasted me ofhis mal1 tracts ai 

the neia page, thp said, m Fraich, th the dicticmary is "a bodr ofgnet class and a proud 

volume ofnobil$y and cbarac&er because it o i b  to 1 its knowiedge." 

Myfkthersaidthathehapedthat IddahiPays  usethedictiawytobecœnean 

a ~ ~ a f F r n & a n d t h a t ~ s p a m d a y , I w w M w n t e a b o d c .  AsICamedîhe 

bodrhom.IwasawsretbatIhndkaigivaiJamahmgins>o~~ndthatIworild~mybeA 

toleanitowriLetnell;brarbtfiesametime,~was~'ulthatIdnd 



hi the fall o f  1966, the year b&re my Mer died, 1 srruted Uaivsmty in the F a W  of 

Sciace. My onginai ambitim wu to be a medical dodor, not a nune, as my mdher had bem. 

Ihe French-Canadian ammtmity was heavily waighted m fsvor ofmedicine, law and the 

priesthood Tor boys, with the d e r  prohsid~ls not seamhg to count. But since 1 was W e ,  1 

was awam of a sabtle eicouragameut by myteachers to go hto the more t r s & d  a l e  

professians: teacher? nuna or SBCfetaTySBCfetaTy 

1 wouid bave nothing of& 1 would go mto whatever p W s i a i  1 chose, bi-g 

that my parents would a p p m  of anything that could be studied at usiversity. Buî at the same 

time 1 was teeifiil dirit 1 wouid nd achieve an sdequata average to be accqted into medicine. 

So 1 decided th& 1 wouid play it safi and p into andha subject and th= at the end of  two or 

thme yean apply for medicine i f1  couid. I f n a  1 couid continue m the nibject 1 had chosem. 

BMchemis&y, which combmed my fivorite subjects of biology and chemistry, seemed the 

obvious choie. 1 d y  checked that the courses 1 was takmg wer% prerequisites fw 

admissian id0 medical school. 

My father at age eishty-five was nat WU that fi& but my mdher and 1 did not speak 

offai ofhis ihess. 1 avoided the situation by immAtsmg rnyseif m imiversity which was n d  

difEcult because 1 was takbg fiw courses, mcludmg three that had iaboratory sections. This 

meaat 1 had O early m the moming to arrive for lectures starthg at 8 am. and most &ys 

1 had three-houf labs in the aftemm. W e  my fien& m the Fa* ofAr& had fifbm hours 

of clesses ai campus, I had t w e d y h e  haas because of the iabs, nipplmemteû by the time it 

took to Wnrs the lang lab reports. Whan 1 got home, my maha had supper ready, and then I 

COUId~tomydesLtowoiki~ath~dirreorforahnin,,jpJrtrymgt~~ up. 

OnenighSI~C8datmyfath~ashesathhisroelaagchair. Lateiy,hewasstillin 

bis pajamas and dressÎng gown cniai in the middie ofthe &y. This was monusuPl because he had 

aiwaysdnswdmgoodtnnuerrandashin,ewifhewasnatga~otb Hbwasmdhga 



book about the Seccmd Worid War. The thick papsrback was heavyl so he hdd it M y  with 

bath han&. pmppmg his emowS on the amis of the chair. As I waiked by, he leaned fbnirrard, 

lookmg up at me, mvitiug me to talk to him. But 1 mrq>ly said 1 had a la ofhomework, a term 

he wodd understand. He did n d  press me or dishirb me when 1 was st~dym& b u s e ,  afbr  

ail, 1 had achieved wtLat 1 nispected had once ben a dream of&: 1 was gomg to unive*. 

He did not say that ditectly; it was more the scomfd aivy he had fbr the impracticalrty of 

univessiîy graduates and his manails of regret th he had nd beQ able to initiatb hu hydro- 

electric project because he had na been nifnciantly educated. 

Our neighbor Hmry o h  left for work &the same thne 1 did m the m o h g .  As we 

walked d m  our s i d a  to the garages, he would ask me h m  University was cornhg Plmg. 

"Fme," 1 would reply, thai go ail to mention h m  much work 1 had to do. 

One mom& he said, '7 was taiking to your dad the d e r  &y. He's quite 

dkappomtsd that you're na gomg inta medicine." . 

"What?" I replied abruptiy. What does he lmow about what I'm taking? As a matter 

of fia aii the courses I'm talOng count for pre-med. If 1 decide to apply." AU 1 couid thmk 

was, how dm my fàtûer comment to a neighbor an what 1 am doing? 

"He doesi't knaw that." 

'But I've told him. Iym m science, h's iike pre-med. Isn't that good enough for W" 

Obviously, it wasn't. 1 fèlt shmg by the hctirect words d disapproval h m  my Mer. 

1 had nat reaüzed h m  much I valued his j u w .  Wasn't 1 goirtg to -? What did he 

know about stuciying and worl<ing hard? 



In 1916, fOur years after buildinghis h t  house of stiip-lap with bevei siding, my 

M e r  bought ander house an the south side, not Eu from the High Level Bridge m Edmonton. 

It was a sdid-Iooking two-storey house t .  cost $5,000. (hie ofthe pichires 1 have of this 

house is taken h m  d m  the street, loohg twards the west where the new University of 

Aiberta was being built. A stout woman m a white aprco, who rssembles my fâther's muther, 

perhaps visitmg fiorn the east, stands in fioot ofthe house. There are trees m the empty lot next 

to the house, and a chumeci-up dirt road nms in fiaut. My M e r ' s  Grey Dort automobile k 

parked cm the street. 



couple of pichues of the house because it appsen to be slated for dernolition. However, the 

house is not demolished, although the me beside it on the corner is tom dom. 

The d e r  pichue 1 have of this house is taken in the badc yard and is ofmy fkther's 

first wifk, MaReAmise, and his son, Art, d o  is about tan years old, standing next to a tree 

they have just plantai. Rex, the hUntmg dog, Lies m âmt ofthe tree. Undermath the pichue is 

wR#en "Plurn tree, 1916." 



My Mer's secoiid diplana h m  the hbmmticmai Cotresponhœ Schoois is m an 

oak~wafitheglassmissing. Iheedgesofdiedocumed~stainedwithwata,andI 

recail that my mother's bessmait flooded thirty ysars ago, m 1969. H m ,  the gold seal cm 

it is bright and invites the iïngefs to touch the mbossed leüers. I r n d  at ail the abjects 

listed. 

This certifies that Arthur Joseph Cantin has bem a student in the 

Correspondence S b 1  of Electricai Enghdg,  that he has 

satisfàctody completcd the abjects mentimeci heiem, as tau@ m our 

Camplete Electricai Engmeeri~g Coune, bas been d e d  and formd 

duiy qualifieci m them and is hereby awarded this Diploma as an 

aclmOW1eûgment of his prdciency and m reconnnenciation ofhis 

acquirements. Subjects: Arithmetic, Elemenfs of Algebra, Logarithms, 

h e û y  and Tngaaomeüy, Sketehing, Ge0nietrica.l and Mecbanid 

Drawing, Principles of Mechania, Machine Hament, Mechaais of 

Fhuds, Stnogth of Matsriais, Heat and Steam, the Steam Eogme, the 

Indicator, EnMe Testhg Govemors, Valve Gears, S t e m  Turbmes, the 

Magnetic Circuit. Electricity and Magnetism, Electrodynamics, Electrid 

Resistance and Capacity, Electromagnetic induction, Rmiary batte ne^, 

Chenistry and Eledrochemistry, Electrid Meammxm, Diisct Currait 

M m ,  Dynamos and Dynamo Design, Abnutors, E l d c  

TramSmiSSiag, ~ C ~ , ~ g C u r r e m a p p a r a h l S , L i n e  

Cdeulatiotls, Mge of A h m a t h g - C ~ ~ ~ ~ a t  Apparatus, Me 

C ~ l ~ t ~ c t i a a ,  mciency Tas ,  s*- end switchboard 

Applllnce~, P o a ~  TfatlSfOIIIIsati~ i l ~ d  M- Memuy-Vapot 

Coo~tsrs, Storage Batteries, hCaadBSCBP[t and Arc Lightmg. Vohage 



Regulatian, EIadnc Si= Modem Electric-lighting Devices, E l h c  

Heath& Interior Wlring, Eleztric-Pawsr Statiw, Appiied Electricity7 

Telegtaph and Tekphone Systems, Electric Railway SyMnir, Line and 

track, Electric-Car Erluipment, Muhipleunit Sy~lems, SingiePhase 

Rahay Systan, Motms and CaatroHers. 

Wrbiess the signatures of the Members of the Facuity and 

Officers of the In temat id  Correspondaice Schoois. aven under the 

Seal ofthe Srhool m the City dlcranton, Pamqdvania, this 26& &y of 

April, A.D. 1915. 

F.H. Doane M.D. Gravatt 

J.D. Purdy J.J. C M  

W.G. Hardy Stanley P. Man 



F m  an article w&en by Arthur J. Ca* in The Electrical News, Jime 14,1916: 

Che ofthe best isoiated plants in Alberta is that ofthe University 

ofAmeuta, Ectmoatoa. Inthe designbg ofthk plant, ecaiomyof 

aperationwaskeptin mindsothasnothingwouldbe~.  'Ihecoal 

dmthisplantk~eScreenin~or&ck,whichkdybamdat 

the mine, as it k of practicaily no value and talces too much place to stem 

it. This coai cos& 60 ceiits a ton at the mine, and 55 cents fDr auhge to 

the University. The usual cost ofcoal in Edmoaton varies W $2.00 to 

a4.0Oaton. Prwi~~~totheuniw~usiOgthis dtharewasno 

market fbr it and it was destrayed. 

The two mam generator are Canadian Westinghouse 100kv. 

A. 250 voits. 3 phase, 60 cycle, 514 r.p.m. with direct connecteci exciter. 

niese d are dired umnected b James Howden Co., Glasgow, hi& 

speed vertid compound mgines. Thare is also a T e q  steam Mme of 

10 kW. Capa*, nmning at 1,800 r.pm., 150 Ibs. Stearn pressure? direct 

carnecteci to a Siemens Brothers 10.5 kW., 125 vok, 87 ampem, 3 wire 

D.C. generator. ThedirecLairmitmthiPinstanceisusedmthetesting 

laboratory. 



Generating Plant at the University of Alberta 
By Arthur J. Cantin 

One of the bcst isolated plants in Alberta is that of the 
University of .Alberta. Edmonton. In the designing oi this 
plant econorng of opefation uw kcpt in mmd so that notb- 
mg m-oaId be wasted. The coai used in the plant is mine 
scrcening, or shck, which is usullly burncd a t  the mine, as 
it is o i  pncticallp no 1-aluc and cakes too much spacc to 
store ir. This coal costs 60 cents a ton at the mine, and 55 
cents for cartage to the Yniversity. The usual cost of coal 
in Edmonton varies irom $2.00 to $4.00 a ton. Prcvious to 
the Cniversity using t h i ~  coal thert was no market for it 
and it was destroped, 

The mines in and close to Edmonton arc mining lignite 
cod. having a B-tu. varying irom 7,000 to 12,000; a fair avcr- 
agc is 9.000 B.W. pet lb. h small amount o i  bituminous coal 
is importcd from the Rocky Mountains west of Edmonton. 
and from the Crow's Scst Pass. south of Calgary. This cool 
costs on an average $4.00 a ton. 

The evaporation with the 1ow grade of coal is 6 to 1, whcrc 
the Bsbcock and \\'ilcox automotic chain grace stoker is 
used. and 4 to 1 with hand firing. The cost of coal and 
hbor pet kw. b. is as follows: cost of cod. .;S cents; cost oi 
Iabor, .GO cents; or a total o i  1.38 cents per hg. h. of output. 
The load factor in daytime avenges 31 pcr cent;  the power 
factor is .f2. 

The boilcrs consist of thrcc 245 h.p. units, Babcock and 
CVilcox watcr tube type. One is equippcd with a B. h W. 
automatic chain stoker, shown in Fig. 1. The water con- 

sumption is Io*. Steam for hctting is furnished by the 
cnginc operathg the geaerator, and the condenscd watcr is 
r c m e d  to the boiler. The m n g e m e a t  has bten so weii 
worktd out that there is practicatly no loss of -ter through 

softener is passed through a Cochrane ieed water heater. 
which raises its tcmperature to %O degrees F, throagh the 
equdizer, then through a V notch recorder. Tùe water is 
returned to the Cochrane heatcr by means of 3 small centri- 
iugal pumps direct connectcd to a. c. induction motors. There 
is a trap similar to the usual neam trap, with a Boat, which 
operates a Sundh tank ttgulator, which throws the power 
on, and when the t n p  is emptied the power is automatically 
cut off. The city sewer is sorncwhat higher in altitude chan 
the University and a vertical centrifugitl pump is used to 
handle sewagc. The engineer reports chat no trouble has 

Dcen cxperienced with these pumps. The boiler feed is a G. 
J. LVeir, Glasgow, manne type. Thcrc is also an automatic 
OP feed system which retums al1 oil that has been used to 
a tank. Whcn this tank is full it is purnped into a steam 
separator, where it is boiltd until it finds its own outlct 

The Eiecmmcai Equipmeat 
The two main generator anits are Canadian CVestinghouse 

100 kv. a., 250 volts. 3 phase. 60 cycle, 514 r.p.m, with direct- 
conncctcd =citer. These units arc direct connected to James 
Howden Co., Glasgow, high speed vertical compound en- 
aines. Therc is aho  a Te- steam turbine o i  10 kw. capa- 
ci@. running a t  1.800 r.p.m, 150 Ibs. steam pressure, direct 
connectcd to a Siemens Bros. 10.5 kw., E 5  volt. 87 amperc, 
3 wire, de gcnentor. The direct current in this instance 
is ascd in the tcsting Iabontory. 

The ~ ~ t c h b o a r d  consists o i  eight bine Vermont marbie 
pands, 90 ins. high (top section 62 ins. and bottom section 
S ws.) moonccu OU a siIl two inchcs thick I t  is ot ihc s.inie 
g e n e d  design u ordinary centrai station switchbouds and 
is equipped with two sets of a.c. bus-bars. The main ùr- 
caits arc controiied by oii switches mounted on the back 
of the board, the gentrator and bus-tic h t c h e s  being non- 
antormtic, and the fncorning Iinc a d  iecder switches bung 
automatic Tbe smdl upacity feeders (lighting and power) 
are controHed by knife- su-itches and endoscd fuses. the iat- 
ter being mounted on m a l 1  bases 1s inch- back of the 
board to d o w  ample room for taking om the feeder ables. 



Ir is 9:45 p m  ai a Weùnsday nigbt m April1996 whem my husband and 1 head 

towsrds the ' T m  Plant Bar and Giill" in the ceder ofthe University of Alberta campus. 1 

want to see wha remMJ ofthe achial equipmat mstalled d e n  the building housed the p m r  

&aierators for the univerSay. We bdh recall swing somcâbg large and grem, a grnerator 

pezhaps, as part ofthe decor* years ago. 

The brick building is two storeys high with tail archeci windows named b y w b  bricks 

attnnatmg with red. On its east end, f5icing RuîherfOrd h%rarys the names ofths mm Who 

played a role in the discoyiery ofelecûicity am msm'bed m stcme: Watt, S t e p b m  Kelvin, 

and Newtcm. More ixxtricate brickwork m the form of lines and squares completes the seamd 

storey. The Power Plant was capverteû iuto a bar and restauraut and offices for graduate 

studmts m the 1970s, and the coal and steam--W gemeraturs were c l d  out. However, the 

two tall chitrniey stacks naiain. boldly asserti- moaiumeats to the generatim ofelectxicity. 

One door leads into a 1oag corridor aimg the edge of the building to a bar m a large 

room with a high ceiling. A loft area with e3dn tables and diain coven the bar where the 

drinks are p r e p d .  The m m  ai the ri@ is busy for a Wednesday ni@ b e b e  the iast week 

of c h e s .  We wind our way aromd the tables of various sizes to a place near the stage, d 

as a storage area f i r  extra chairs. Loud music booms over the speakers and peaple speak in 

cresctsdos in an efIOrt to be heard. 

A brightSr k aerial pictura of the uni* takm m the 1960s hangs m the waü next 

to our tabk Hub Mali was na bu& yet and hauses stül cmwd the lower part ofthe picttue 

where the Humanities, Law, and Fme Arts biddings now stand Whg 1 look at the pichire 

carefiillypI*mpi&oritmyfather's~dhaisrmEdmoaitoai,wahtheplumtnakhmd~. I 

havebeenastudeutfram 1966aiiwards,throughall~cbangesaacamp~s, andNddailyI 

~tharowntbtyycenbaveplisseb 



The W ofthe smokestack at the aid ofthe room has bem circled with a bar and 

hi& stook, and hai&barreis have bean mounted as decorabm. Eigbey years ago, whei my 

M e r  as the lnspector of Electricity and ûas came hem to check on the mstallation, the stadc 

wouid have beQ hot, smitling smoke fiom the buming of the d dust to boil the water to 

generate stem to power the gentmûors. An arebed doorway in the brick wail bu a d e c o h  

touch of bricks radiating outmard hm the arch. 'Ihe windows have munded rrmlliolls, an 

arehiteaural deaail that seam Iavish for so utilitarian a building. Pehps electRccity was ntlt 

taken for gr& thai as it is today, perfiaps it aras seen as the new force that would hgtd up 

the darlmess of the world and make man's work d e r .  

There is no sign of the green geserator that we mmmked seeing h m .  We ask a 

waieeJs ifshe rscalls somdng large and grem and she says that the îast ofthe old equipmeut 

was removeci a couple of pars ago when the bar was renoyated. 

1 waader wfiem my Mer walked when he came here, where the coal dust was 

delivered, whrd the two Canadian Westinghouse Geoerators, dired-conuected to the James 

Howdei Company high-speed vcrticai compound aigines, sounded like when theywere 

operating at maximum capaaty. 1 wonder ifmy M e r  could ever have imagineci that the 

d a u w  dhis old age wadd sit at a smaii round table iu the centet ofthe power piant and hoId 

up a misted glass of beer and toast his dmms for the electnficaticm of Alberta? 



My Mer 1 0 4  to eat apples, particulariy McIntoJh apples. In îhe Mi, he would 0rde.r 

a woodai box d choice spples, and every day he would ch0056 me ftom tha cardboard 

separakg the iayers, rinse it, and poiish t with a tea+oweI. Then he wodd siî m the rodring 

chair that creaked with the weight of his body. When I was a iittle girl, 1 wodd come up beside 

the ainied mm of the chair, and be would extend the apple out to me to take the f a  bitet. 

nien, quiteoffen, Iwouldsii&upmhisknee. 

'lhat beuime my time ofcloseiess with my fàther, atteig m his hee and watching a 

program m television, that nem m d m .  SOmeLimes we would talk about my &y at schaol, 

ahet times, 1 w d d  simply lean back agabut his chest. 

One day, 1 decided that 1 was geüing too old to sit ai my Mer's knee. I had recently 

gniwnquitet~~tbatmyfeettoucbeddiefloorwh8tlIsatwirhhim. Ifnmdexcusesfor 

several days na to sit with him imtü my mather callad me aside and said, ' W s  true you are 

@thg tail but I think you should omtinue to sit ai yw faS6sr's knee. Your M e r  is old and 

he may not be with us very long." 

1 knew that she meaut that he d d  have a stroke at any thne and tba he couid die 

suddedy. 1 did nat hm then h m  lang 1 would be without my fhther after he was gcme. But 

my mdher h e w  t h  1 would remember these momarts. 

So 1 slid bsckarihisknbe andhe iaidhis hand ai mywaistand mckdmegedy. 



These are some ofthe books that 1 I m d  in my Wer's h'brary.. 

Hvdro-EIectric Power Stations, by David B. Rushmore and Eric A. Lof 

American Hvdroelectric Practice, by W h  TayIor and Daniel Braymer 

Water P m r s  of Manitoba Saskatchewan and Alberta, by Leo G. Denis 

The Desiari and Caa~tnictian of Dams, by Edwprd Wegmami. 

Water-Pmr Enscheerinp;, by Daniel W. Mead 



Diary. 1944: 

1 had been mterested m water power and '%a Petite Rivière" at 

the back ofthe lot m W h  was my î h t  chance to eqerimepit with 

bridges and dam. Father owned about 4 acres across the creek and whai 

1 was about teii years old, I built a bridge and put the M y  cow across 

& but she broke the bridge and damaged her milk bag so 1 had a ld of 

~ l a k b g t o d o t o m y ~ e r .  'IhenIusedtobuildsmaiidamscmthe 

road side ditch after a heavy tain as them was no sidewallr, but withm a 

year or two? about 1891. new sidewaiks were put cm dlid side of the road 

and no more dam. This &ove me to '?.a Petite Rivière" again where a new 

probIem was created as my dam was about 2 fèet of a head. 1 could not 

make it strong enou& to hold badc water oo 1 had to give it up. 

L w a s a b o i i t t w a n t y y a a r s a f t e r ~ w b a i I t ~ a s ~ ~ t h a t I h a d  

&ecbancetogaajobmthatfield. WhilemMaoeealmJune 1911.1 

Ideci  for work and 1 h d  a position wah the Northem Elecaic 

Company in the erectim department. 1 was sent to T o m  and 

work m the Adelard Exchsnge. There 1 thrmE the Foremian was d e d  

with me. He put me m charge of iosialling a special circuit cm a large 

boardandImadegoodath, 

As previously menticmed, 1 worked rn the instailatim ofthe 

caniplete track ofthe Seymour Eledricai Power Company. A&er seeing 

theEleCtridEnpm86thchagesnd~tohim.hetoldmeto~eethe 

man m charge ofthe MiQand Ca&mctim Campany, Mr. L.G. Ireland. 

He todt my name and admcs and arked me to Wnre an appiicaticm letter, 

WhichIdici. I w a s ~ u m m m e d t o h i s a f f i œ s h ~ ~ a i i d h e ~  



me an o&r of$85.00 a morrth to start with and $100.00 in two maths if 

1 made good So it was agreed. 1 might say that my saiary with Northem 

E1ecb.i~ was $76.00 a mosrth. 

1 reporteci to work m Port Hope, Ontano tmder J.J. J&ry and 

started un the erecticn of pipe superstructure. This required a certain 

amount of ingenuity in gwtsig the structure up and I lmow that 1 was slow 

a this job. Here 1 want to say that 1 was nct given a f h e  hand m the 

matter of hiring workrnen. 1 was giwn a number of Llhhrsity Stuclents 

and 1 must say that out of five-ane a fmshman was an exceiient 

workmaa-mother fkhman was a fair woder although mcimed to lie ai 

the job. The d e r  two, a 2-year and a 1 -year man were nat worth their 

salt. 1 worked ai this job nearly a year imtil 1912, when 1 lefk once more 

with the W o n  afrehunmg to Aiberta. 

The Port Hope Sub-Station, 1909: 



Howev~r,first ImadeatnptoLawraiœsodIstayedthmfor 

peihaps a week, and thai, as was my aistomg I waû visaàig my Mer and 

matha in Sherbrooke, Quebec. Father pressed me to stay in the region and 

fmd a job and secte down now mat 1 had a M y .  He has ghm me no 

eoi~~uragemaitmmydesiretow>vs~heblievestluitIwilllo~emy 

language and reiigion, 1 a s d  him that 1 muld n d  As we& sinœ 1 am the 

seçond son, he wants me to stay dose to home. 1 told h9n 1 would not abide 

with the namm view that my people in Quebec bave ofthe world, most of 

whm have never trawled out ofthe boundaries oftheir parishes. 1 have trieci 

to study hard and work m leaming the new technologies to leaw the 

old way behind, but my M e r  did na understand th. Thid was the last time 

saw my Mer. He died the next January. I was glad after that that 1 had sean 

him,butthiswastheworretnpIhadma&mdmyday~. WhaI le f t  

M m  1 told my people they muid not ses me again for ander  tai years. 



My Mer workeû m the e l e c  power field h m  191 1 to 1912, a* Ieaving 

his job m Fktdetd, Massachusetts, and gohg to Mwkeal, Quebec to h d  wo*. 'Ibis bief  

tirne m the field gave him an interest that would last fbr the mst dhis üEs: the developmmt of 

hydro4ectricai pawar. After he moved to Edmarilm permandy m the sphg of 1912 and 

todr up the sport ofhtmttng, he o b d  diat Alberta had many r i m  aud falJs which could be 

developed for hydmeectricity. He bgan the formuiatiioa of a pian for the large-scale 

developrnent ofthese water naouras to provide electcicity cheaply to every Albertan and to 

attmct new manufiduring concem. At that time, d y  one hydroefectric dam existed m 

A h t a ,  at Horseshoe Falls, upstream h m  Calgary an the Bow Riwr. It had been built by a 

group of Montreai 5anciers to p m r  the cement plant at Exshaw, close to Banff. 

As the electricity and gas inspecter, my ffiher traveled, m the course ofhis work, to aii 

of the power plant inst&tions in northem Aiberta. Most ofthe villages and tawiu had th& 

own genBlatOfS. This qosure to ail the varieties ofelectricai plplrs gave hirn the apporhmity 

to coitect data Tor his report ai the possibiiities of deveIapment of a province-wide power grid. 

He compifed 1- iists of statistcs abad the towns and dieir populations, h m  much 

horrepower was m use, the cost ofa pawer staticm, and how much r m u e  could be expeded. 

In 1917, he put together his ht "Report oa the possiiiiity ofa hydrdectnc power 

deve1apmcm.t coveriog the older d e d  parts ofthe Province of Aberta." 

Some dthe data he coUeded fîrsthd. On aie ofhis himting trips, he wtmt north to 

the Grand Rapids cm the Athabasca Riva. He believed that the isiand in the river, d e d  Orand 

Island, wwld be an ideal site ai wtiiclt to build a dam and a power haise to tPke advantage of 

the dmp in the river bed, whi& was ideal for power h lopmeat ,  Ha dug five pits at least five 

fsctdeq antheisland, mmanycaseshbinglargefadrJ~dthe~up bymakhgafirein 

thepitandheatingtherocksimtiltheycracktd Atthefanthpit,he~COIIOfereduahard 

campactMdsandminirialfOrmati~1ofhardaimgiutoroclt" He~~~ciudedthatthispit 



showed satisfactory Qualities for Carrymg the loads that wodd be required for the caastrutioa 

d a  dam of sufficiait height to give ail  the power the City of Edmaaton could use for msny 

years to amm. He propod a 150 fod high dam approwildely 2,200 fat laig. He aloo 

caiailatedthe amount ofreniforced acrete requirrd for the c o ~ s t ~ c t i o n  to be 250,000 cubic 

yards, which he said shouid cost fifteen dollars per cubic yard 

Ch Febwry 14,1917, ari page ten of the Edmmton's M o d o  Bulleth, the headline 

prociaimai, 'Tower Possiiilities in North, Edmantai occupies aiviable poskiaii where 

dewlopment of big Hydro-Elecrric Systems m u t  mate a fadory ceiiter." 'Ihe artide weut cm 

ta stata that ths &y befbre, Arthur J. Ganta, had prssetrd hir report to the Board of Trade at 

its weekiy luadiwn at die M a c d d d  H-1. The people m the audiace Iistened closely as he 

rend out his ideas for the necessity ofhy&o-elecLric àevelop-. A large source of puwer 

would ailow the comtruction ofpuip milis and other mdustries having to do wirh naftiral 

resources, he said. He did not wmt the project to be finideci by out~fqroviuce hanciers 

because he b e l i d  the g o w ~  shouid be the aae to do it, just as he had seei the Ontano 

governxnait do. The go- of AIberta ' M d  nad buiid for profit but for the good ofthe 

people." 

One ypar Iater, ai February 1 1,1918, he had ready his mehtmdred-page "Report ai 

the posn'bilities d a  Provinciai Hydra-Eleûric P m  System for Aiberta." 'Ibe report is typai 

ai Img sheets of cmiaa-sh papex and chiplicated through MverPl layers of carbai paper. 

Again, ha lis& long tabh ofnumbers fwthe power mqubmts, the edmtd m u e ,  and 

the Oort ofthe transformer sbtim and opmator. The accumulatim ofd the daCa and the 

typ& ofthe rows and rows ofc01unnis dnmbers at a tmie den thsn was no easy way to 

wrred typmg mirtskss td ofthe thne he must have takm to put tqether his report, 'Ibe report 

is 00mpIete wîth al@ blueprhts ofhis amoeption ofthe hydrodectnc g m m h g  stati-, the 



oiitdoor substatians and the pmposed dams an the Red Deer Riwn, the Athabasca and the 

Grand Rapids. 

He mate that electricity geierated by the p m r  ofthe watef made mors sense than 

grnerators nm by d, because water passeci h u g b  a turbine and emerged unaked, *e a 

ton of d was arinmLed leaving nothing but asbas. Ibe building of su& a large-sde projat 

would bring m "mg ~erget ic  mechaDics and ~ngheefs," Who would hefp to develcp the 

province. Several mBustries wwld b attraded to Alberta as a reailt ofcheap e f d c a l  power, 

particuiarly the pulp and p a p  mmiStry and the milling hdustry for tuming wheat iat0 flou. 

He was nalistic in his plans, ndng that for such an undertahg at le& t h  e ~ ~ g h e m  should 

be caiied m to advise the province as to the best policy: 'Tirst a man of engineering ability with 

hancial experience; -4 an m e e r  of wide experience m hydrauiic works; third a man of 

wide atperienœ in the castmction ofgenerating stations and high voltage transmissim liaes." 

At the end ofthe report he addecl: 

Ail the work m this report has bem dcme by me and 1 alone am 

rerpaisible for it. I have spmt yean in gathering data and gohg over the 

pmd.  But in order to verify all sstimatas, it will be necassary to put 

men m the field and get a i l  the infbrmatian &st hancl, have nweys made, 

- and the nature of fôundatic~s ascertaineci fw the various power sites. 

'Ibis U myahandIproposetodevo(amytimenowm~gtogathe 

Provincial ûovermnent to maka tbis invcs@atiicli carry the work to 

completion. RapctfUy A.J. CIPotm. 

Hesentoutcapiesofthis Laigreporttocsrtainp~Iehethougtdcouldhelp~mhU 

cause. Tbetirrtara~toSir~Bak.thachrsmanofOntarioHydro,~nd&esecandwasto 

Charles Stc~sart, the premier of Aberta. A th.ini capy was sait to H.J. Beii of Tamoto. My 

fâth6fkeptme~athom,aedmaathis&ce. 





Whem 1 was gmwing up, 1 remember waSching my W e r  as he pded out his black 

scrapbook ai bis desk. It was Ued with ciippiugs fiom newspapers and sheets of dertyped 

artides. He would cmfidly place m his nose bir pair of glasses with haKrnocm s h e d  Iemes 

that allowed him close reading. He would adjut the bkck scrapbook paralld to the edge of the 

ci& open to the h t  page and begm ta read. S o m h e s  he w d d  hava ~ l w  ciippmgs, about 

the nnt man m space or the fint hesrt transplant, and thea he would take a d p a i n t b d  

dipped in water and moiste0 a row of glue dots m the pages ofhis scrapbk. He would press 

these new srticles cm the d a  and then fbld the paper h o  place iike the older articles. 

Now the scrapbook sits on my desk. it Y fBem mcbes high by twalve mches wide, 

staniped ‘The IW Scrap Book" m gold leüers cm the W. Inside, the pages have ûuned a 

&ep orange-brown. The "pataned diredoas" an the hide fiont cover explam that to fàstat 

clippings into the book, fkst one of the vertical rom of giue must be moistened with a piece of 

cl& or a brush and then the clippmg mut be pnssed in, workmg h m  the l& to the ri& 

colunms of glue. The fht row ofclippmgs on the r i ~ ~ d  page should be fôlded back to 

make mm for the second row, and so on across the page. 

Inside the book, ai fiagile nawspaper clipphgs or glossy magazine pages, 1 M y  read 

what he so hcpently re-read: the aiticles and lettes to the &or he had wrhm, and der 

o f w  to him. The earliest dippmg dates firom August 22,1912, the year den  he 

m o d  permandy to Edmaatai. He writes about the pian ta twm the strecruar tracks, which 

he ~ a y s  is not necessary if"e1ecüic autrnnatic block signals are mstalIed" with tumats for the 

~ a t d o s e B i t e n n l s .  lhiswoddanablethertrracarstocantmuerunningsvaiifau,of 

than was disabled. A n d m  1-r in reply to his in- ~ a t e ~  that the ciey has aiteady 

odemi these same signais md is awaiting thair delivery. 

'IheMn-aperpage wwageafFebruary 13,1917, thedayafkerhepdhis  

idea for the hydroeIectnc devlelqmeit of the prmrince to the Board &Traie, is induded next m 



the scrapbd The headline is impressive, and the fidl texî of his speech k mciuded The page 

has been f i fdd  and imfolded w manytmies thru the paper bas tom m some places. That same 

year, 1917, he wmte an article m the P a ~ e r  Trade Joumai about the "OppoitimiLy for Rilp 

Müis m Alberta: There is presant here Raw Material m Uiliniited cIoanbily and the rivers west 

of Winnipeg offer soma ofthe Ch- Water P m r  m@ed anywhere west of Wmnipeg." 

niere are articles he wmte fbr The Research Bulletin. The Electricai News. The Rod and Gun 

and Silva Fox News (Wmbing Slnigbs mthe West is Seriously Ansctiog Watdùwi 

Breeùing''), The United Farmers of Alberta, and Industrial Canada. He had an article 

publisiied ia the prestigious nie Mapiimle ofWall Street about mvdng m property and uJed 

his figures from the building of the Brick House on 1 15 Street m 1923. He wrote lerten to the 

editofs of The Ecùnmtm Journal. 'Ihe Edmonton Bulletin, and me U.F.A., usuaiiy signing his 

nama but alao "An o b h g  Citizai" and "Ander Taxpayer." 'Ihe entries m the scrapbook 

were writtai mainly in tbs 1920s and 1930s. The most pmlific years for him were 1930-3 1, 

whai he wrate numetous commeats mder the pen-name ''Ferthx." 

BahA#m the pages ofthe scropbook are the articles wnttai by Pert9iax. Most an, 

carbai capies of the origmai on lighmight paper and al am attached with a straight pin to the 

article to which they refrn. These points o f m k e ~ c e  were uksn h m  Electrid Wald, 

Maclean's Magazine, and Electricaf News and E n P i n W .  Sane ofthe titl- o f b  h c l s  

are, U C h  Steem sucmdùily canpeta wiîh Hydm power?" "The admages ofa completely 

electrified fàrm" and ' T d i o n  ofnatural gas has porsibiïities fa eledricity generat.0~1." 



In 1918, when ha was thkty-revai yean old, my Mer bougtdthe fint d a  series of 

twenty-six pamphlets d e c l ,  "The Science ofcharacter Adysis-what t is and what it will 

do for pu." 'Ihe Ïntroductim to the pamphlets stated that Dr. Katherine Blackhrd's meahod 

could be termeci a science, based as it was upm the fàds of anduopology. She beiieved that the 

history ofthe human race s h d  mat certain conditions deveIoped certain types of mind and 

body. The introductiai carninueci to state: The Sciaice of Character Analysis bythe 

obSenratiQllStl mahcû offen yni oganised and classSed knowledge abad the cbaracters of 

human beings as m d i d  by their physicai appearance." 

One oftbe examples Dr. Blackfbrd used m teaching her studeots was an anai* of the 

ptesideut ofthe Unaed States, Woodmv WiIsm. She looks at his aanium, his expression, the 

condition ofhis body and his ciahes, ammg many mdicators. She writes about the president: 

Fodead: The ccmex forehead mdicates a practicai, anaiytical, 

s c i d c  mhd. B ako mdic~tes h e s s  and quickness of thougùt, 

alertna and good powsrs of obsenratim. 

Eyes: W. W h ' s  eyes are quita caivra. This is an mdicatian 

of exceUat powen ofexpressian, ab* to leam, remember and use 

words. 

Nose: Mr. W h ' s  nose U s~mrigiy cmvex. b is a h  especially 

ptominentjustabovethetip. 'Ihisisthenoseofcourage, ofresistance, of 

great mergy. niis energy nnds its qfess ion bah meataily and 

physically, as does a h  the qaolity of couraga A man with such a nose 

has espedlythe courage ofhis cmvictio~s. 



In December 1919, aimost two years a&r @g his hydm-electricity report to the 

Board of Trade, my M e r  filleci out a fonn of p e r s d  data for Dr. Kathenine BlackfOrd, 

Employer's AdMsor, 50 East Forty-second Street, New York. He included smral pictures of 

himisIf; facmg f o d  and m profile, as weii as pichires of his han& with the lines of& 

He answered questions on the form about the dour ofhis eyes, hair and &in, his 

&cation and which studies he iiked best, as wdi as what he read and orrhat he desired to hm 

about himseIf He mcluded f h e u  dollars and a lettec 

My present position is that ofgas and eiectncw inspecter for the 

DominimGovemment. IhaveôeencmthUjobforsDryears,Iamagamst 

a di, no finhher acbnc~ment is poss~'b1e. So 1 have decided to make a 

cbangewithinthenextyearoreightsaimanths. Iwimtynua~ceasto 

wliatthiscbgeshouldb. WhathaskeptmehEdmantlrrisayldro- 



Eledric sdieme d m y  own for Alberta mvolving an qe id i ture  of 

twenty-fïve million doiiars. 1 w d d  iike to know w b î  you thmk ofmy 

ability to see it through. 1 have been spding a gnat deal of thne and 

romemomyaithisSmceNovember 1912,andIthiakthatifIkeep atit,I 

WU see it through. To do this 1 may have to go m politics. 

What Iamthrmangofdomgnowktolo~aeinsgiiegoodtown 

in Northern Alberta and start a hardwam store and auîomobiîe supply. 

When a man has reached 39, has a good ho- al1 paid fot, a good 

automobile and enjoy iifè m his own way, it is banl to break the tie, but 1 

h l  th& 1 am losmg apportunities oohich wili never retum i f 1  stay m my 

pnaad positian much longer, unless, ofcourse, my hydro sdieme shouid 

m e  through. 

1 am anxiously aw;iiting pur  d y s i s  and hope you d tell me 

which b the best he ofwork for me to fbliow. Yom tnaiy, A. I. Cantin. 

Over a par &r sendmg off& fomi for charader analysis to Dr. Katherine 

BlackfOrd, my father mceived a Iengthy nply about his eharacter, aptitudes and YOcationai 

fitness. Dr. BIackfbrd wrote: 

(ni the mteUlechial side, you have a broad capable mind, good 

powen ofobseNatim and adym, and good xnemory. You are thedbre 

capable of obginmg ficts and anal-g thiq o f u n a d n i g  the ims 

and principle tmdsrzying them. Because ofthiq your mind is scimtif i~~ 

rath~thaaphiI~~~t)hicalmtype,~ou$tiyorianrbynomirans~tieab 

m the meditah, teflective and philosophical. Yom mind is practicai in 

type, ahhougb pur emhnsiasm and impulsiveness may, at times, lead ycm 

mr0 mipractical courses ofactiau. 



It would ssan thet yair plan for a hardwace store, in which you 

would bandle not d y  hardwar% but elecûicai goods and automobile 

acce~s0n8~ is a good me. If however, yni d e d e  to mbark upm this 

lime ofbusmess, t muid be well for you to Pssocias wibi purself; 

somme who is mu& more cammafiw, cautious, and capable of 

handihg ddail than you are. Such a partner wodd not anly look after 

. . 
accuuuting, cneditS, coilediotls, purcbagng and g e n d  amnmütratm, 

but wouid also serve as a balance whed upon your ambitim, energy, 

enthusiasm a d  optimism. Y m  piace m such an organizatim wodd be 

to f b i s h  the ideas, to handle the actvertising and meet with the public. 

Su fkr as your hydrwlenric deveIapment scheme is oaicemeâ, ir 

is a litîie c ü f E d  to give advice upan the meager data at band. You may 

h m  many of the qualihes which would be valuable to a man m promating 

such a diane, but in this ais0 you would need to asJociate with you a 

man Who was more ammmtive and better equipped with financiai 

judgment. L wouiâ sean to me that it would be somewbt hazdous for 

you to wunt everytbg out at th& tmis and yninsifexclusnielyto 

this promdcm of the hydroleledric hlapment.  Wiohmg you an 

abundance ofheahh, prosperity and happiness? I am purs sincerely, 

Katherine Blackfard. 

The leüers thas my Wer wrote to her and h a  replies ara held together in a Ligtit grsen 

amer, the pages fblded m two to fit inside an mvelope. He mderiined somr parts ofher reply 

m red, such as her advice "to bave qudms of finance, accamtin& coiiections, credit, and 

dmdaîedquesticxu,to&m." Healoomaden~ofthesantence, riimisjustalittle 

t e n ~ c y a n y o m p a r t t o d i m k t h a t ~ p ~ s 1 s ~ t b a n t h o s e w h e ~ 6 y o u a n t . "  



He wmte badc to h a  cm February 2,1921, &or@ after receMng h a  repiy. 

This is a sad disappointment mdeed. 1 thought 1 had d the 

diaraderistics of a milliaraire. 1 thou@ the milliaaim or temporal 

section of my head was weli develaped and think you have made a misiake 

when you say Iamnatdmnglyktuciai andammemial orpsdiaps Id0 

not understand the full meanhg ofthe words as p u  use dim. 

Should 1 decide to make a change, (and by the way, I wiii try to 

mtro1  my impulsiveness fiam now ai), but ~n go m business for myse& 

seUing and adwtishg m elecüid and mechanid lines d d  be a move 

m the ri& dhcticm, would it na? On the whole your anaiysis is correct, 

b u t i t w  anawthiDgtometoleamthatselling~da~~mgwaemy 

strang characteristics Y o m  very tdy, A. J. Cantm. 

Dr. K a t h h e  Blackfbrd replieci proniptiy 

1 donotsee, Mr. Cantm,thatywandIamsofBiapartmregard 

to ynir capacity as you sean to imagine. The temporal SBCtim of your 

head is mdeed uliusuaUy well developed, and it is this deveIopmrnt *ch 

mdicates your abiiityto organize and pian, and ynir mtsrest m financiai 

operatias. AU these qualities are indeed neassary and usualiy famd m 

the man who becumes a milliaiaire. They do n 4  hmmm, mdicate 

iusthctively stmog financial judgmail. 'Ihere are mai, as you hm, Who 

uenaturalbommoneyaiakerstandtum~gthsytou&iuto 

d o b .  Yair mhd is too bmad and too adna, and &emsted m tao many 

diffenmkindsofthmgstocan~somteiiwlyupcmthermkingaf 



Accordmg to my mder* my fàther d d  d impulsive decisias about major 

mattets withouî thmking things ovw. One &y? long afkr he was no langer ailowed to drive* he 

bought a d yeiiw car and had it deIivered. Psifiaps he bcighr iî because it was a good 

price, or he thought a secand car d d  k d. My maher was fiuious. She a d  ?h 

dbuyiug thiags they d i h l  n d  and what were they gohg to do with a seumd car? She told 

him he had to get their maney back and he said he would nut. They argued and thai d e  wai5 

downstairs to do her ladry .  

It was not my argument, 1 was d y  eieven yean old at the tirne, but 1 remember being 

aagry with him, and, m imitation of my mather, 1 asked him whtever did he thgik he was domg 

buying that car? He did not argue with me, he tried to explain m a canciliatory voice, but I 

w d d  not Listai and 1 remernber caking a s&ack of magazines tbat sat m the table and throwing 

thmi ai the fioor. He was just as surpriseci as 1 was by this adion. 1 remember waIking 

out si de^ rnykneesweak, andgaingto hide in thehedges, theway 1 usedto dowhen Iwas 

S I d .  

Wha was I domg ta0mig to my fâîher iike that? 1 had berii ta- to respect my elden 

and espscially my parents. And suddenty, m a moment of cianty, 1 saw that my mather was 

unfair to my M e r  and that she should not treat him m that way. 1 decided bat, fi=om that 

tune 04 1 wodd stay out ofmy parents' argumarts and 1 would txy to see things âaai my 

Mer's point of view. It wouici na be easy* 1 had the habit of siding with my mothq but 1 

oouMatIeastshowhirnsomeresped 



As 1 readthrougb my fktheds aRicies, 1 am remindeci dthe round afhis voice as he 

spoke about the importance ofwater caisefyatian to visiîors who came to au house. I can see 

him leauhg fbrwad with his band emphasipng his words, wheii he said that the Arnericans 

wodd tum more and more to Canada to get thsir suppiy of*. For me, the rmfmiited 

supply tbat came from the fhucets in the kitchai and bathroom was the d y  experience 1 had 

with water and 1 did nat understand whaî he meant. But now as 1 rad his article, almost 

ssvcoty yean a h  ha wmte 1 about the "COQSéNaticm of Water m Quebec:," 1 am able to 

grasp what he was talking about. He wrote abait the Quebec Streams Commission which, 

through a hystan ofwuious power houses and regulating dams, assur#i a caistant flw of 

water through some rivers to benefit the generatian of electricity. Afbr requesting that the 

same cOmmiSSim should exist m AIberta, he wmts these words which echo m my memory 

whea 1 read theni: 

We should not thmk ofthe p r e s e  g a i d o n  onix we~ shodd 

think thrit m the course of a anhiry or two, North America will suppofi a 

popuiatim of five to six hundred million people. h g  before this, 

however, every cubic inch of water will be made to do double dury, h t  

I, generate power aud imgate our land. 'The coimny soidh d u s  has 

about complaed a thofough survey ofthe Columbia River at a cost of 

several millions of dollars and we hem m Canada shouid thmk fbr the 

future gaimath and pnpare fbr the day whea d water availabb h m  

the mountains has bee, made to do doable mby. ït is mu& cheaper to 

prepareforimemergaicyandm&iLmabusiness-~~ythim~irto 

dodringsmgmrhaste.,iLisndtoodytothmlandactabaaitrigbt 

nOw. 



In 1955 and 1958, my M e r  took two trips alme to Quebec to v* bis M y .  My 

&€ter wrcte these words back to me and my mdher: 

Maatreal, Quebec, Odober 27,1955: 

My dear Luciame and Marie, 

1 amwd yesrerday at 10 o'clodc by plane and 1 h d  tham all m 

g d  h&. 1 am hem for a &y or two. Montreai has changed a bit but 

itisstillasdirtyasevst. Amia, las ,andAI~arewel lbutbaveI~of  

pains and abes ahexWise they are welL 1 q e c t  to lm here tamorrow 

or SPxurday so write me in Sherbrooke. I do not knw just when 1 wiil 

rehun. A big kiss to eadi of you and do nat worry my h e a h  is g d .  

Wah most shcere love to you both, Papa. 

From the seoaid trip, he wurote: 

November 21,1958: 

Dear Lucienne and Marie, 

A fèw words to give yai the latest dthe trip. 1 will Ieave here 

Sahirday momiug for ûttawa. I have seen all of the M y .  Clara 

posnily the poorest m heaîth but with the best mmagema. 1 do na care 

to say aii 1 want to, she might see it and t&ere wouid be fidian. I am glad 

Ihavamadethetrip but Ivmtynitoprs~emmefmmmakinganother 

triptoQuebec. IthinLifwegosomewhereagainitwilibetoHawahi. 1 

hope Marie has bsen a good girl. 1 do na bw whaî to buy for her. I 

willtrytogetsamethingappropriate. Iamanxiaastobehaaeagainand 

seemyownmmtheazt~. W&thebe!stoflovttobdhafyau. Yaur 

loving fàther and husband, Arthur. 



nieday is nmnyandhctasmyhusbandandIdrive~ Bighom Dam, builth 

1972, tweity miles fram Norclegg, m a rem- part of the Alberta fodhills. I want to find out 

about these dams, the prospect of which mtngued my fslther for more tban fifty yem. We stop 

at a viewpoint owrlooking the dam and gaze d m  at the da& biue watar of Abraham Lake, 

thirty Hometers h g .  It is the lcmgest xnan-made iake m Abe- held m place by the 

m o d  at its side and the cement rim of the dam that is 1ml with the horizon. A steel t ipi 

painted b r m  and set m caicrete, has been eiacted to cornmernorate the ancient Indian lands 

and buriai sites that have been flooded by the building of this artifxcial rn& which is the 

dam. Wh the cooperatiai of the Staney Indian t n i ,  the graves of their people were moved to 

higûer g r m d  M m  the dam was built. The shorehe looks as if it has aiways been there; the 

iand has adapted to the flooding. 

Grasshoppers scatter whh each step we take through the dry grass as we Wall< to the 

edge ofthe Me. A lighthouse-shaped stnictm juts out of the water, the p d  that direas 

the flm to the power how, which is hidden fkom view, below the horimn ofwaier held back 

by the dam. A sign &ils visbn to look down anaeher ride ofthe valley ta the spihy.  Shodd 

the d ofthe dam burst, the sign says, the wriira wouid be directed d m  this si& of the Valley 

and prevcait camplete destructian ofthe area. This is an aspect ofdam-buildiing that my W e r  

did not discuss. 

We dmie dom a steep road to find the power plam, an innonious building at the 

bottam ofthe smoorh gravel abutmrnt whi& holds backtha d e y  of- an the d e r  side. 1 

had been qecthg soaiething bigger and more ciramatic, cansidering the hsight ofthe dam and 

the t h i r p  kiiometer laka. The North h d m t c h ~ ~ ~ l ~ l  River, blue and dear, rushes oib fmm 

uudcmeath the power phnt Further dowmtmm, t h e  f i s h e m  cast th& laies into the 

quietermtm. OneboyholdPuphis~offishfoIustosee. 



We waik toward the d door ofthe plant. past the black steel towers holding electric 

lines and buibous inntlators. We peer into the darkened interior ofthe building where mo 

rouxtd green sh~dure~ appear to be the cmiy objects. As we step inside, we hear the l m  hum of 

heavy machmery and fée1 the vibration of the floor, as ifthe wth is trembhg with reStraiDed 

power. Our guide, who mtroduces himseifas Shawn, waves us towards hi0 o h ,  which is set 

up with desks and ciraftmg tables. A grey steel panel with di& and switches looks emctly idce 

the electnc panels m my Mer's pictures. Shaw shows us a graph on a slowly moving piece 

of paper onr which a mi n d e  moves jerkily. He explains, 'Ibis shows how much power is 

being generated by the aie M m e  th is switched ai at this the .  Do you see the peal<s hem? 

'Ihat's the nocm-hour rush when people are usiDg their stoves and microwaves to heat up 

lunch." 

We start the tour outside and he shows us the diversion tunnel tbat &ed the water of 

the river untii the gap in the MUey could be nIled with earth and the "cuitain Wall'' ofccmcrete 

could be buiIt. 



This was a new technique of building dams devetloped in the 1960s to deal with the 

problan ofthe poromty o f  the =il. In tha Sniation, water eaild gradually seep into the sides 

of the dam, weakening the structure and ewtually bringirig d m  the dam. 1 remmbr tha my 

M e r  was a m  ofthis problem as ha dug b p h  QI Grand Island m the Athabasca River. 

The diversion pipe, as tall as a four-stomy building, canied the flaw of the whole river 

fbr a tirne* and remains intaci m the side of the mountain behind the p m r  plant. Water drips 

and edioes m the darkness and trickles out ofthe m e i ,  even though the pipe was setaled Wb= 

the dam was openeci. Small pine trees are pIanted in the fomer rivertmi of the North 

Saskatchewan River and intense heat radiates h m  the smooth inciined grave1 and earth mound 

that holds back the reservoir. 

Shawn explains that m the winter the sheet ice bas up on the surfàce ofthe lake. By 

spling, the water level cm have drqiped as much as one hundred fsst because t is d u o u s t y  

useci to generate power. "At the end o f  wmter, you can see the sheet ice caught on the shore at 

the edges of the resemir and it lmks like giant window panes m hinges angiing d m  as the 

water Ievel draps. Thai, the warm d e r  arrives and the lake resemir fiils up again." 

When we enter the lowest part ofthe p m r  plant, S a m  shows us the roam of anchors 

that hold the bddmg soiid against the fxce ofthe water. Set deep in the eanh and rock brhmd 

the power plant, the anchors are squares of metal held m solid wedges ofcmctete with steel 

cables that can be tightened. Every year ~ L I ~ ~ B B ~ S  cane to check h m  much the cancrete ha0 

and to kgki ten  the cables ofthe fi@-three anchors. niese are the most important 

canpmcmts m the buiiding; they pnnnat the plant fbm kmg swept away cfown the river. 

Here, belw the airbmes, dose to the anchors, we can &ei the earth vibrafing beneath our fèet. 

We ciimb metai sraift to the next Ievel, mider the turbines, whem the two psnstodc 

carrytheflowdwatermtothepowerpiant. Ibewalibe~weaiaiepenotockisagiantamcrete 



wedge for strength; at the tip, however, there is gree~ fimgus and glisteniDg moishire where the 

water has seeped m. Shawn explaias tbat whenever me penstock has to be mprepaired, the other 

me is shut d o m  and a huge "stopper" is secured ont0 the end of it. The stopper, leanhg 

agabut the wall, is ten feet high, and bhck crayon d g  cm it proc lah  th& it weighs 17,000 

pounds. The outside of the stopper is dotid by iarge boh which are tightened by a giant 

wre~ch five fbet long, hanging ai a waii oftools nearby. 

Wewalkbesidelcmgrectangularstnictureswith diais andiargewires comingoutofthe 

top: the place where electricity ïs sent out. My M e r  labeled these ''switchboards" m his 

album, and 1 d d  put the pichire that 1 take next to his pichire~ and not know the différence 

baweai them. There is a chfi m the air here fiom the cold water flofipmg through and bene& 

the p W .  

Big Horn Dam, Alberta, 1998 Cobourg, Ontano, 191 1 



We go up to ander level mdemeabi the gmm M m e s  to an area enciosed by waUs 

that are six feet thick. The sound ofthe water as it rushes mto the turbines l d y  p~oclaims 

strciigth. A sign bythe enitrance tecommends earplugs but Shawn mations us to foilm him 

We waik an a narrw metai walkway into the areular room that mc10ses aie ofthe turbines. 

EnrythiDg is painted a bright orange except fbr the round stahless steel shaft that nms up to 

the gran tiubiws cm the fimr a h .  Shawn mdicateî that we cart mach d m  and touch the 

orange levers, 1Ja giant cenhpede legs, moving very sligMly with the apw and clOsmg ofthe 

vanes bythe rushirig water. Ibe metai is cold and damp, and 1 fèeii as i f 1  am touchmg some 

subtezmean monster h m  the tmie ofthe dinosam. We watch as the legs ande one way and 

then recede. Shawn shouts over the sound of the water that the M m e s  turn at a constant rate 

of 180 revoiutions per minute. Whar more power is needed, the electromagnetic field is 

hcreased, nat the rate of re~01uîions. As we srsp out on the narrow waikway, Shawn ad&, 

'gaat's the good thhg about hydroelectricity. W b  the grid a& more powar, we simply 

tum on the crther turbme and it provides power right away. Wdh cd-W plants, it takes a lot 

monrtimeto heat Bverythmgup." 

We re-emerge imo the wam nmligta ai a dedi direaly above the swirling water that 

e d s  fiOm the plant. 'Ihu is the adwmtage ofhydro-electricitythat my fWer noteci, that the 

water is bsically mialterai afbr generathg pmranhough it is oxyeaiptsd and warmer than 

friee-flawwatef-andcancaiitinuedmgitsnahvalmytotbeocsan. Shawtltellswthatwhen 

thedamwas buih.the~eer~uJedtostopthe0awofthemiercompldymo~toserviw 

thedam, b i i t ~ y ~ t b a t t h i s w d i s a s t m u s t o t h a n r h b ~ t h e d e m .  Nowwhenthe 

flaw ofthe water is drasticalEy teduced, a man wallcs ai- die ba& and thmws the nph 

in pools back into the river. He explains thPt the d o g y  ofthe iand is more important 



than it used to be twenty-five yean ago whe, the dam was bu& At that thet as in my fàther's 

tirne* no thought was giwn about the possile damage to the land and animais. 

1 ask Shawn why there was newr a provinciai power schane similar to the one that 

existed m Ontario and why the Alberta govemment never became Hivolved. 1 I aslc why my 

Mer's ideas were ignared. He thinks about it a moment and then says: 

Out hem in the west, pawer stayed m the han& of private 

mdividuats; westerners tend to be more independent and ma* distnistfirl 

of govenunerit. Too, Alberta had lots of d and then wasn't mu& n d  

fbr power in a sparseiy populaîed province. From what you've toid me, 

your M e r  admateci developiag several rivers in the mouutaius. You 

know that many provincial headwaters were designated as a a i d  parks 

and so no development was aliowed. 



From the '%port on the PossiiiIities of Hydro-Eledrical Develqmart" by A.J. Cantin: 

One ofthe problans 'FAIÙch COOfCcmts the engineer in the design of 

a water-power develapmmt m Canada is the methd to be adopted for the 

ehhathg or mhimkg the &est of ice upcm plant opdm and power 

produdion. So fàr no great trouble has b experienced m o p e d g  the 

plant on the Bow River due to i a  bioclcing the water tmûances, 

nevwtbeless the p m w  ofice in the river has a marked e f k t  aii power 

prodllctim. 

There are t h  kinds ofice-sheet ice, fiad ice and anchor ice- 

*ch cari affeathe o p d m  ofwater power plants. Shsd ice is that 

k h i  of iœ which is formeci upm the mrfhce of Mes, smooth-flowing 

nwrs, pm&, etc. The presence of any sheet ice in a river inwediateiy 

above a power p h  has a banekial efféa upan its operation. Frazil ice, 

known atso as "slush ice, is perhaps the ice formaLian *ch has the most 

serious effecrs upoa water-power operatiom. It is always formai m the 

opai chameis where the current is tm swift to ailow the fbrmaticm ofthe 

sheet ic%. 'Ibe ice q s d s  rapiw becorne distniuted throughout the 

whole body ofwater; thU gives Na to the saying that the water is "thick." 

And M y ,  anchor ice, ground iœ, the G e m  name "Gnmdeis" and the 

Franch-Canadian tsmi "mout4lme" are ammg the many names givai this 

particular fonn ufice. This ice hrms rapidly m clau cold nights and 

den the sun appean in the morniug, the iœ becomg laose~ed h m  the 

boaom and rises to the d c e ,  h appearance whm fiaihg resembling 

the backs of sheep; h a i a  the French-Cansrdisn ~ ~ r m  



Notes in the "Caa;tdian Pocket Diary" fOr Jmuary 29 to October 13,1924: 

Jmuary 29: Paid $2.00 dog tax on Rex. our Chesapeake Bay. I 

n d  buy a car this year unies an almost new second hand car at 50% 

or les dits value. In the meantirne, ttiis is the auto m;rintaiance ttiat was 

reqwred on my five year old Grey Dort Automobiîe: Radiator repaireci, 

New timing gear and tightaiing main ôeariug $35.00. New Gasket $2.00, 

New Clutch leather $2.75; Rear Spring Reset $7.00, Steering gear 

$2.24; New*, New Battsry, N w  Pan, New mat cover. 

April24: Saog Sparrows arrivsd today. Apd 25: Saw Robms 

a y *  

June 18: B o u g b t a  $72.00. 

Schedde oftravel to b q e d  electricity plantr: June 23 to 28: 

Camrose, Stder, Red Deer, wetaskiwin. July 7 to 12: Fort 

Saskatchewan, Lamont, Mundare, Vegreviile, Vermilion, Hadstry, 

Camrose. August 19 to 28: Wetaskhin, Panoka, Lacombe, Red Deer, 

Bashaw, Steüier, Botha, Banff. 

Septeniber: Sm Art started at the Iesuit Collm. In spite of the 

extra expense, I am pleased t h  he has the apportimay for a ciassical 

education m Alberta in French and with the priests who wiU sure& heip 

my sai go m to a higb educatian. 

October13: IherebymearthatIshailnevergoouthimtmgm 

the rrmir camp wilh P. Seager. 



1 had a bmtber once. Nut a regular btather, aw tiirit you grow up with m the same 

houset but a much older brather bom to my M e r  and his W wifk m 1910, thirty-eight years 

before 1 was barn. There are nat many pichues taken of my brather and me tagether, but there 

is une of us den 1 am about a year old. It is taken outside, where the wind hm tousled hir hair, 

and he holds me so that our fices are at the same tevel. 

1 remember redizing gthat I had a brother m e  &y just after 1 had staaed school when 

my mather said thet Arthur Junior, my h&bdert  was coming to virit my Mer. My first 

reaction was deligta that 1 was na a h e  in the Eunily, ôecause ai i  my classmates at Grandin 

Schod had brothen and arters. H~wever, my knowhg about hirn did nat alter the sauatian 

that his visits went bnef and ïmgda.rt wah my maher appealing * him not to qset  his 



fhther. The two topics p n m t e d  to ause an argumeat were my Mer's ha* married my 

m d e r  and having a chil& and, an my fàther's side, A n ' s  choice of*. My M e r  had 

chosen a woman fbm Quebec fw my bmthsr-she had btai the nurse who had tskei can, of 

his mother Virginie m hm hsr #ut my b d e r  was an hdepdmt thinker, just Wre his 

Mer, and renised to evai consider her. During my brdher's visits, my mder's Warnmg~ 

went unheeded: most oftheir talks Qded with a heated argument and my M e r  emerging f b m  

the living room, hk fice mi and his haDds trembling. My mother would say to my brother, 

'%y do you do that? Why do you always upset ct? Don't yni knaw about his high blood 

pressure?" 'ihm 1 would nat see him fOr a l u q  time. 

Twaityyears later,wbenIwasamarriedwoman~ I ~ t o l m a w m y b r c & e r A x t  

aadhiswifc,P~at,and~oISivitedth~mfornippr. Theargumentbawsenfâtherandsmwas 

not mine and 1 was deteminai to stay neutrai, to start a new relaticmship. He was pleased to 

be invitai and stood befbre me at the door, a portiy man of fiorid complexicm, abait my height. 

His wifè was a slender, weiidressed woman. My brother looked directly at me wiîh blue eyes 

thar startled me because they were my fathet's ayes. He wore a Fwch tam, a s o u e  of his 

trip to France, where, ha told us, he had visited a city north of Paris that may have been d e n ,  

- thefàmilyoamaofcaoiin.orQuentBi,came~ 

1 did nat have to wony about whaî we would taIk about. He was a garruious prraa, 

wah variai mtrassLF and a storyteuer's fiair. He expounded at Img& abad his search for the 

L a t  Leman Mme m the moitntains of southem Alberta. 1 reahd that he &ad inherited an 

adveiirumus spirit and love ofthe mnmtams fram my Mer. 

His wifê Pat had tdd xne he was diabtic, and so in plamhg supper, 1 had famd a 

r e c i p e f o r a d a s a t m a d e W a h a n d c i a i ~ e r .  Atmepchtasweatethedesert,his 

w* said, 'Wm't tbat good of yoiir e t o  maka yai a special dessert?" And 1 reaüzsd t h  

I had never heard mydfcalied ''W b&e. 



My brother Art and 1 thai made an e t  to keep m toucb. 'Ihere was a gceat 

difEw.encemomages; nmthatIwasthkty,hewassixty4ght,raired,witiithreegmwn 

children and the grandfather of six. We wouid talk m the phane <ncs or twice a ysar, lmg 

drawn-out convedotls as ifwe were catchhg up m t h  yean betweei us. He muid teii me 

abad the times he weat huntîng m the moimtains with hip Mer, my Mer, and hm his search 

for the lost gold mine was gomg. He used c01Ourfill language, describing an inept perwii as m e  

who "couldn't pour p i s  out of a boot with the directions stamped m it." And people didn't 

argue, they 'lipped off." 

One of the questions ha asked me aras if 1 had a box of n@ves that belonged to hk 

Dad because he waDted to have them. For a lang tene I did nat know the box exkd h u s e  it 

was storeci m my mder's cioset But one day she pulled out the negatives and asked if1 would 

be m t s d  in looking through them. In this way. I discovered a üiilr to my fàther's pw the 

reverseci images of what had been, but 1 did not know the places or the people. 

Once, during a 1% conversatian with my b d e r ,  1 asked i f 1  muid see the picture 

albums that my mdher told me he had bomnwd âom my M e r .  He said without hesitatim, 

'Wo, th- an, p e m d  $milypichifts." And 1 anowered back, the first thne 1 emr s h d  my 

irritation towards him, 'But I'm part ofthe fàmily! Who do you thPik I am?" and that &ut him 

up, him the Ioquacious, say-a-like-h-is person. He was surprised that his polite sister would 

standuptohim. 

We Cantiaued with our ccmversaticms a f k  that, but he didn't let ms see the pichne 

album and I didn't show him the box ofnegatives. W e  heid two pieces oftha sams puzzie that 

w w l d n o t b e j o m e d i n h i s ~ .  



One day, durmg aie ofthe yearly caawsatiolls wah my brder, 1 d o n e d  tbat I had 

h d  a picture of a big dog pulling a sled in fi- ofthe Brick Haise an 115 Street. Could that 

be the hunting dog thirt 1 had heard about? He said yes, and tba tdd me a story about Rea: 

Weii, p u  see, we had thL Chesapeake Bay dog Dad bougb3 for 

hunting. A gooâ dog but with a mhd of his own. Now that's not what 

yni want m a huntiug dog who is kept to retrieve game for the hunter. So 

Dad and 1 decided we had to do somethmg abord it ifwe were going to 

keep him. We took him out himtmg me t h e  and Dad loaded some kind 

ofpelle& m a Light firing grm and we waited for him to disobay. The next 

time we d e d  Rex and he didn't amur back, my Dad airneci carefully and 

s h o t b m  the rump,just t o h u r t h a  ürtle...You shouidhave seenthe 

expression cm that dog's nice! b was sort of to the e f f ea ,  "Hw the heu 

cari that bu- reach me o m  here?" And th= that dog tumed around 

and came badt L worked though. We n m r  had much trouble with hirn 

ahthas .  



On January 1,1927, den my M e r  Art was sk&m pars old, he signed an 

agreementwah his fâther: 

It is hereby agreed between A.J. Cantin Senior and A.J. C d  

Junior, tbat the said Junior wiU shidy at hane ai Ieast two hours a &y cm 

school days and one hour on Sundays and Holidays. 

It is agreed thaî Junior will work ÇQ1SCiartioudy to euter the 

University m the next eigtiteen m d s .  

It is agreed that Junior will avoid bad compapion and the 

company of girls, specdythose who nm &r 6im. 

It is agreed that Junior will diain h m  smoking and the use of 

aicdioiic iiquor untii the age of graduation nOm the uniwsky. 

L is agreed thrit Jimior will not go out more than two nights a 

week and to be home not later thai ten o'clodr cm h & y s  and ten thirty 

pm. an Saturday. 

1 a g m  to make it my most important business to caiiplete my 

education. 

It is a m  th& Senior wili pay Junior $5.00 in cash m& thne 

that he cornes fint or secmd m his monthly report. Dated at Edm- 

this l* day of January, 1927, @ed A. J. Cliltin and Arthur J. Ca* Sr.. 



1 wac eight pars old h a n a i  I realized thaî doing m U  m school wouid b to my 

advantage. My first fèw yean were vent daydreaming out the taii windcms of Grandm School 

and 1 had trouble paying m a n  to what the teacher was saying. But wha my M e r  said that 

he wouid pay me for good marks, 1 made an &brt to listai and discovered that it was casier to 

leamdgdianto~forthedodrtotidrtothemdofdpss.  Icaildnnaltywdeatest 

without théït panicked hl ing ofnot knowiilg anything cm the papa. I strove to get the 

maximum number of H's, f ich signifieci honors, but I did get somtbg 6 r  the A's as mu. 

1 remember my m e r  placmg his glasses on his nose and adbily puiling out my 

report d hm  the b r m  envelope. He would d e  my marks, nociclmg whh satisfactiaai 

that 1 h y s  had H in spellEig and math. 'ihe Fwch  report card was separate fimm the 

Engiish me and he h y s  stuclied that aae with more care. He wauted me to be as pro6uprohciset m 

French as m Englisb because he said tiiat a man or woman with two languages was worth two 

people. Although we h y s  spoke Fraidi n home, my Mer7s fi* wah the two ianguages 

meant that sometimes he süpped into Engiish without maiking it. My mdher would then @y 

nmMdhim that he shouid speak Fm& m fim ofme. 

'Weil, my dear. 'Ihat is e very satkfkctory report d You have brought up your 

grammar mark from a B to an A. Very good prograss. Maybe next tmis you'll get an H." 

?hm he muid puii out his d e t  nOm his back pocket and laok through it, taking out 

a fivedollar bill or even a ten-dolIar bill. 

'Ibank yoy Papa,*' I would say and give h9n a hug. "Next thne 1'11 do ewm better." 

This was a i a ~  ofmaiey to me and 1 looked f9rward to going shopping with my mbher on 

Saturday and c h d g  whatemr I wmted. 1 remember that one dthe ftrst thingJ 1 bought, 

den I was sa shorter than the sates camtra, was a "Reiiable" pMc wisbmg machine which 

hsdalittlehwtodr&&ewaterandananntosgaatethecl&s. Ithaightitwasthe 

dandiesttoyIbnd~sesii.jnst~mymdher'swashmgm~ mdiebaremaa 



On March 28,1928, my M e r  bougtrt his scm his ht mdorcycle, an Indian Chief 74. 

In the spring of 1929. when Art was nineâeta, they obtained an old sidecar and decided to 

auemptatnpfromEdmontmto Jasper. T'heroadwestofEchnantoaexistddyasfkras 

Evatl~burg. West ofthis town, ran the abandmeci railroad grades ofthe ddhd Canadian 

Norihm and Grand TnmL Pacifie dways. 'Zhs crosstia had bea~ removeci and the gravel 

madbed leveled with horsedrawn graders to make a good though narrow road that ended at 

Obed 'Ibere, mai working ai the const~~ctioa of the road niggsstrd tbat my M e r  and Art try 

the tote roads that had been buiit chuhg the construction of the railways to cut and haul the 

many thousands of crossties essartial to the laying of rails. 

My brother Art mate of the experiace with his Dad: 

As we arrived at a place whem a fàiry good wagan road wound 

d m  into the Athabasca River d e y ,  a fbw scant miles &om Hintaq a 

short but very heavy rain made the m d  siippery and impassable. We had 

just crossed the abandoued roadbed of the CNR near the deserted 

settlemeat of Dalehum, and so decideci to nntum tfiere. There were 

psitiaps a haif dozen one and two rocm shacks that probably were used by 

the sdm ha& who mhtahed the roadbed. Dad and 1 picked a shack 

that had woodm bunks and a tin stove to spmd the ni@. 

But our troubles wem just begiming. Ch checking the oil tank, 1 

discovwed that it was smpty. A anail valve that metered the oil mto the 

agine had pidrsd up a piece of* This caused the lubncant to dnim 

into the craukcase and then be blown out under the motor h u g h  the 

breather tube. 'Ihe neares oil was Bi Hintm, at lmsttei miim 1 

Searcheci the Qiipty cab&, hopmg to 6 d  a th of lubricant that had been 

left beairind. The shed and boxes dut  niigtir hava hdd a partiaîiy iiIled cm 



werebare. BarnahigbrhslfmanipboprdIfamdan6atiyni1lquart 

b d e  of medichai castor oil, which m the eariy Qys was sdenJivaly used 

in higbperformance mgines. 1 p o d  opr precious quart of lube hto the 

tank. 

Early next mombg, Dad and 1 el- to tum baclç we were 

achatuem, we decided, not h l s .  We chose to try the abandond 

I.dilway grade badc to O k i ,  as the distance dong the ri@ of way was 

Iess than half of that which we had traveled over the tde ma&. There 

was just aie catch: while the rails were long gone, the crosseies were still 

m place. On srnie stretches of roadbed the gravel ballast was level with 

the top of the ties, but almg &ers it was whimp, whump, whmp as the 

bike and sidecar banged dong. Sli@y rattled, we finally made it back to 

Obed.. . 



Motorcycle hill-climbing was popuIar in E d m m  as eariy as the 1920s and the steap 

d q e s  of the Saskatchewan ]River valley were ideal for the sport. My bmther Art started hill- 

climbmg in 1929, when he was Mieteen, and developed his &i ls d 1937, when he wm the 

Western Canadian HillCIimbing Chanpiamhip. He rode a 1928 fIar1ey-Davidsm JDH 

O- with a '%orne-brewed" tire far better tracticxi and won in the 74 cubic inch class. 

Shortly after the race, he di_wrwrtfed the br1ey-Da~i&m and it stayed m piecas d 

his sm Bob put it back together for a ciisplay abaut matorcycIes at the Reynolds-Alberta 

Museum. Bob is me of my brother's three children, and m the web o f f b d y  reiatimdiips, ha 

is my nephew, tweive years oiàer than 1 am. 



Wh= he is assembIing the motorcycle, Bob phones me to a& if1 have any pictures of 

hu &d at the hil-cbbing races. 1 promise to look througb the negahes and see what 1 cai 

h d .  Durhg o u  caivefsation, 1 teli him thet 1 am niseuching my Esther's life and t h  hk dad 

wouid nd let me see the M y  albums because ha did not consider ae a p a  of the M y .  

Bob is surprised at this and says, 

W s  not üue. 1 remember it was a big deal when you were 

bom. We ail weat over to see you and mryane wanted to hold you. 

Granipa,ynirdad,wentandsatmtheiiviagroom. Iguesshewas 

suiIcing because no aie paid him any atttdm. Oh, I thmk my &d 

wanted to mclude yw m l a  ofthings but your mother sort of guardsd 

p. Ithmkshewa~afrad~weragomgtotakeyaiaaray ... 

1 fhd a fevP d p i e ~ u ~ t  that are motorcycle-related, have th- enlarged and invite 

my nephsn for lunch. He cornies to the door carrying a large bag. He stands m the eutrance, 

awkwarci, and we look at each d e r .  He is a nffy4ght year old man, grey and bal- wah 

the light btue eyes and mmded facs ofhis Mer and grandiEither. Again, 1 am struck by hm 

mudi he resembles my Mer: the blue eyes mwt have nm in the d e s  of the fàmily. 1 kiss his 

ch~andtakshiocoatandinvitehimmto&ekitchenwiientthesaip is shmming. 

ï h e  large bag cciitams a cail ofrnoos~ sausage fhm one of his huuting trips and 1 

m a b  t h  he is a himtrrr as hif fasher and grancEMer were. nien he puils out two anûent 

leahei-covered photo albums that I have n m r  oe~. 1 give him the pichues ofmotorcycIes and 

p r a p a r e ~ ~ o o k ~ c k l y t h r o u g h t h s ~ u m s t o r e s ~ I a m r a m s m b s r ~ f ~ h e ~ t h ~  

b a c k w i t h h  Buthesmileszmdsays, 'Y~canbomiwthmwhileyai'redomgyourstory 

about yna fàther. Ma* they'ii help m." 

'Inapreci011~amumsthPtreveal90mdiabo~myfrttti~'s~prelcnttomebyhis 

grand=- 



~~bmrbahadïtaitsdhû own business mpressureJeniicesandwashenrslpenm 

to use and nipply scubadiving gear m Edmcnitnn. He used the quipmmt in his undenvater 

salvage sidehue. In the wmtn of 1960, he invittd my m d e r  and me to come to one of his 

saibadiving classes at Strathcopls~ Pool. ïh i s  reqaired drivmg to the south side of Edmonton in 

the dark, which my mdher did not like to do. However, she p h e d  her mute carsfuly and we 

M v e d  at the ciass d e r e  peopte in black wet Nits dood on the edge &the pool d e  &ers 

balanced cm the edge Mre rolling m backwards. 

My d e r  and I humed to change iuto our swUnsuits and came out to the deck, whm 

my b d e r  Art greeted us. 'Tm so glad you couid corne, Lucienne, and bring Marie." He 

handed me an oval-shaped diving mask and blue flippers, just my size. 'Nere, these are for 

you. F m  me. The ht thing you do to keep ynu mask char is to spÎt m it, h this." He 

showeduswhattodohhisownmasic. 

He produced a mask for my mother as mil, and then two compressed air tanks with 

hamesses. He showed us how to hancile the tanks and breathe through the madhpieoe, and h m  

to swim with flippers. Afta ha made aie ofhis -dents dem- what he d us to do, 

he strapped an air tpDk to my badt and brought me down to the deep d He placed me m 

poditian on the edge ofthe pool, backwards, and dhcted me ta squat d m  and mil in. 

1 femember standing m the b ofthe pool with a fèeling ofpauic that the air wnild 

stop sudddy. But my braher was th- and he held aie ofmy han& untilI relaxed and 

~ that~waseasy tobreathe th ia igbmymai th .  The~wascleerandwamiand 

U e d  with a- l ike  people who m& slowly and pcefûily with air tanks m thsir ba& and 

biack tubes extmcüng from the back oftheir necks to their mouths. 6t was a quid w d d  d m  

under the wztex except for the samd ofmy b& as it bubbied iip. 1 remember that 1 was 

happyto sperdh with my braher, and h q d  that he d d  show me e m y t b g  he knew 

a b a d s c u b a d i v m g r o t h a t w e c o P l d d o ~ ~ ~ .  



There are several pidures m my Mer's photo album ofhis h d g  and camping trips 

wiih his son. nie M y  started camping 1919, because there is a picture of my father, Marie 

Louise, Ait and a h ~ d ,  standing m fhnt d a  tent În a pidure labeled, "our nnt camp, Big 

Lake near S t  Albert." ûther picbires show that the ftunily camped at Egg Lake, Red Pass 

Junctian, B.C., Jasper, Edsan, Banffand Calgary. One pidure of their camp shows my 

fkther's m d e r l  Viginie Cantin, with Marie-Louise and Art, standhg in f b t  oftheir test and 

neat to the car and is hbeled "our camp at Bar Harbor near B a 0  Lake, Sept. 1920." 



in ander picture, iabeled ''Parbidges, Odober 1921 ," dozeas of prairie ehickens are 

htmg m two rows on the side of the car. Art, el- yean old, is proudly cradhg a rifie m his 

anns, just iike his m e r ,  who stands at the fiant of the car, smiling proudiy. 



One day in July 1983.1 received a c d  fbm my brother's daughter, P m ,  my niece, 

t e b g  me that Art had sufféred a massive heart attack tbat had damaged his heart irneparably, 

and that he was in ht&w care at the hospitalital She said th& he d d  h e  ander week, but 

that i f1 wanted to see hua, 1 should go n m .  1 remember thmkmg that h could nat be tme that 

he was dying. 

So I went to mteosive cae  at the Misericordia Hospiral and waited m a 4 holding 

moln with d e r  people d o  were Waamg for nerns ofthe very si& and dying. 1 had to say my 

name an intercorn M r e  1 went m, and 1 said, 'This is Marie Moser and I'm hem to see 

Arthur Cantin." When they a&ed what relation 1 was, 1 said, 'Tm Mr. Cantin's mother, I 

mem. sister.. ." and flush4 as three bowed heads lifteci up to look at me. 'Vou forget d o  yni 

are in a place hice this," 1 said, and aie man nodded sympathetidy. 

1 had to put ai a hospitai gown, and than 1 was takm to where my brother iay. He was 

awakees1walhduptobandhllfi~dtolightupwhaiL~~WeD0,Uo.e. I'm 

so glad yni codd umie." He had tubes looped a m d  his fice ta his nose for axygai 

and an mtravenous tube n d n g  to his left am. He had msary beads wnmd around that hand. 

H i s h ~ b s s t m a n e m d i c ~ h e a i t b e h ~ m o a i t o r .  Ibabovertokisshischeekandhe 

dd. 1 took his hand and held it and reaiized that his fmgers were swoîia. 

He toid me what had happmed den he had the heart attack in horpitai and whid the 

doctors bad dam to revive him; ha d s s c r i i  h m  iutenseiy painfûi the dectric shock revival 

had been. 'Ihen h told me again about his d i s a p p d  of wbat his frrth8f9 my Mer had dme. 

7 tdd Dad he shouidn't get d e d  again, but he woddn't lisDai, andwhai he toid me his wi& 

was pmgnant 1 said what was he domg ha* a cbild at ir age, what wouid happei to you?" 

Hehadneverspokenufthisto me, but Iknewthntthipwas aaeofthethings hehad 

aqpdabordwahmyfather. 



"ActualIy7 Art, I'm glad 1 was bom. 1 didn't lmw 1 had nich an old father when 1 was 

gmvhg up. I thought it was kind dneat to cane home h m  do01  and fiad my Papa thm. 1 

probably veut more tims wirh my Mer  than most kick." 

'Is that reaiiy h m  it was?' He smiled, perhaps n d  believing me, then waved away 

what 1 said with a motion of his hand. 'Ws ail past naw, h 7 t  iL'I But yni know what 1 really 

regret? Tbat yw weren't allowed to know my kick. I wanted to iuclude you, but pur mother 

wouldn't let you." 

'1 didn't how," I said, "that yw wanteû me around." 

"And another thmg. 1 didn't want him to make the same mistakes with you that he made 

with me. I was alamieci they were sendmg p u  to the con-. 1 thou* that wodd niin y6u 

fw sure. My &d sent me to that J d  College, had gr& ambitiais fw me, the grsat Fmch 

Hope. Worst qerience ofmy life. 'Those priests h e w  h m  to kowtow to the guy~ d o s e  

fathers were dodors or lawyers, but 1 was just die rai d a  lwly civil servant* 'Ihey made yai 

leam aii that Greek and Latin.. , .God, 1 hated it." 

'7 was at the convent ady six maaths den 1 was about tm pars old. 1 didn't fit m 

either, yni'll be pleaseà to kiow. But my pareitf didn't force me tu p when it didn't work 

out.'' 

"Only six m d ?  Weil, maybe there's h o p  for you affer d." He laughed &y, and 

1 couid see the agitatd beating ofhis heart ime cm the moniror. 

We lapsed into silence diai. He aras an old man of sev~~~sy-three and n w  he lay dymg 

just as my fMer ha& sixtem years Mre.  My b d e r  had qdids thar droaped siigbtiy at the 

corners. and the Mis m his ch& arnmd his mouth were the ram as my Mer's. 1 

won- d o m  I d d  resemble whai 1 reached sevmty-three. 

My bmlber had bsen d g  articles fbr the Alberrri Mmr AssociaSim magazine about 

eariydriviDginîheprovincece A n ~ i n h i s t o r y P n d w r i t i n g w a s ~ g w e d i w a v e r a d  



wehadmcomrnmattheselastmamerits. IspokeabouLhawwewouldcantinuetawriteafter 

ha got out of the hospitalital He stapped and looked at me then and said, 'You taik as if I'm 

going to get out ofhere." 

'Weil, maybe the damage irin't as bad as the doctors say." Part d me still held bope 

that 1 would have the  to know my brder. He shook his head and looked away from me. 



Men 1 was a d girl, 1 had a fàvorite blanket. It was about two bythra feet in 

size, with a wom pink fiannel backing and a pmk r&ed edging. An assortment of p u S d  

velvet b a h  were sewn on the top. nie d halls had lmg ago wliapsed into bimoa shapes, 

but their MMby of colour was st i l i  visible. My mother used it to cover me when 1 was cold, 

wrapping it around my shoulden, and 1 used it in the car when 1 dept while we traveled. 

1 did nat hm where the blanket came fiom tmtil the 1st the  1 visiteci my brother in 

the hospital and he asked me i f 1  had ever seeu a pink blanket wiîh velvet tu.fts sewn on to it. 1 

thought for a moment and then realized that he meant the small blanket fkom my childhood. 

'Yes," 1 said, '1 knaw which bianket yni mean." 

''My mather sewed diat for me whai 1 was a baby," he said. '7 would bave liked to 

have had it at aie the,  but t doesn't matter any more." 

"1 clidn't lmow that was yow blanket. My m d e r  used it fbr me and never mentiorteci 

where ir came hm. 1 have a pidure taken cnrith it d e n  1 was about three, wrapped in if 

wearing my mother's shoes, with a fimny hat cm my head." 



'IhedblankeZwahthewom~~tu&ismyLinLtomybrotfi~nw. Thefactthat 

it is pmk is not surprismg because in Cathoiic Mes at the begmning ofthe tweilrtieth cenhuy, 

pink was the color of St Joseph and was used for baby boys, while blue was the d o r  ofthe 

V i  Mary and was riwd fbr baby @ris. Ihe colon had reversed themueives by the time 1 was 

hm, tWy-eigk years after my brather. My Mer3 f h t  Marie-Louise, must have W 

to sew, and m my Unagination, I can see her fingers carefully holding the puf& ofvelvet filleci 

with cottm baüing and SBWmg them mdivirhially ai the blanket. My mother b d  the blanket 

in Mane-Louise's rnmks and decided to w it f9r me, peibaps not raalumg hs sigoificance. 

She did naê tell me that 'la première b m e  à Papa" had made a. 

My brother and 1 were cuvered by a blanket his m&r bad made fw him, her aie  

Sunriving child. If1 had Imwi thio b e b  it was too late to give h back to him, wodd 1 have 

parted with it? lt was as xnuch mine as it was his. Just as our M e r  was. 

My brother passed away shortly after that iast vis& cm July 15,1983. 



In 1923, my Mn was fbrty-two years old and had Iived m Edmonton for eleven years. 

In his "Canadian Pocket Dia$ for Apd 8, ha wrote ttiat the robins d v e d  and that he heard 

d d  geese but couid not see them. On May 15, he notes that the wrais arriveci. On Jime 7, he 

reporteci: 

1 am pleased to say that 1 paid the COQtractor J.O. hocher $800 

tostartonlewnstnictia~1ofmyhouseari 115street. itgivesamana 

sense o f  satîsfhction to see something he has planned and worked toward 

kai ly  go imo the nrst steps of construction. 1 drew my blueprints a f k  

studying several plans and can say that it is an Unposing double house to 

be eoristructed of brick. In this way, 1 will be able to rait aie  haif of the 

house which di help to pay fbr it. The banks of the North Saskatchewan 

are nddled with abandoned d mines and knawing of me d y  a few 

seeets away, care bad to be taken so that the house did not coilapse in a 

fewyears. Wdhthismmind,verydeepfWngswererequestedafthe 

amtractor. 1 am tahg  picaires as the house is cmsûuded to send theni 

to the Eunily down east to show them h m  weii the black sheep is domg 

- out here in the fàr west. 



~ m y E i d i e r b ~ t h e B r i c k H o u s e m  115 Sfreet, h e w a s m o ~ h i s ~ y m t O t h e  

heart ofthe French-Canadian distnd m Edmonton, surrounded by ail the kthtims that would 

aisure the sunrEval ofthe cuiture. The house was h strwts f b m  the dvw-painted bel1 tower 

of St. Joachim Catùolic Chuch which had beei calling its parishioners to pray snice t 899. The 

par& had existed in two dher builàmgs shce fust b e i i  estabLished in Fort Edmoatm m 1853 

to minisier to the m e  French-spaalong population ofthe Fort at tbat t h e .  Nemî to the 

church diere rtaod a semkwg to eduade prie&, and d m  the s t m k  fiam thnt was the General 

Hospw founded by the Grey Nuns m 1895. The Cloider ofthe Si-n of the M o u s  Blood, 

a coiitsmpiative order of nims, was a m  the street fium the hospital. One block west ofthe 

cunvent s t d  the Mise&ordia Hospital, buik by the Sisters &Mercy. And -y, next to 

büingual Grandin School, s t d  the ccmwiit ofteaching n u s ,  the Faiihful Cornpanions of 

Jesus. 

Not fàr away f b m  that district, the Jesuir Coliege, located at 128 S t  and 114 Am., had 

openeci its doors in 19 13. Its aim was to of&r a ciassicai eâudian m the Fwch language to 

those pareds 7RhO desireci such an education for th& sons without having to sand them to 

Quebec. The coiIege was atnliated with the Arts Department of Lavai University m Quebec 

City. The cormnimity hoped that the colege would become a trPining gromd n>r the eiite who 

would iead the Fren&-Canadisins m Alberta, 



My M e r  involveci himseif m the 1920s wiih the preSenratim of this cuhre. In 1925, 

the French-Catlildian community saw a n d  for a ~trong lay wice to promde their interests m 

the face of* m e d  to be prejudica agasut the Fwch-spealang clergy by an INh bishup in 

Edmonton. A cobiVenti011 of four hundred delegates met m December 13,1925 to discuss this 

issue. My Mer's name, Arthur I. Cantm, appegn on the pmisioaai executiw of -+IWO 

people that was chosen at that t h e .  Then ai Juiy 17,1924, "Mssociatim canadienne- 

frtuiçaise de I'Aiberta" was officialîy founded and a wmthtian drawn up. The province was to 

be orgamd around parish circles, thus keepmg the pmenntiai of  French-Canadian idemity m 

the bands ofthe Cathoiic Church. 



My father used to tell the story ofhis pari& priest m Quebec preaching the pdpir. 

He~~a~adhismgregatioatàatiftbeyvctedforWilâedtauri~they~~uIdnuelyallgoto 

heu. My fath=, who was a statmch Li'beral all dhis  W, deplored this irrt;arférence ofthe 

chinch m seailar matters. He was aware dhow many aspects of iife in Quebec wae 

cmtroUd by the Catholic C h 4  and pe@s me ofthe reascms he came to the west was to 

acquire some W r n  fiom that hold AEbiougb rny Mer mvoived b l f  at first with an 

organizaticm that as& the survivaî ofthe cuiture, 1 codd h d  no dher mfèmce to his 

mv01vement later cm. 

At the back of his diary, my M e r  had wnttai some of his predicticms as to the 

outcome of certain electiotls and the First World War. As weli, an July 7, 19 16, unda the 

headmg of "A Prophecy," my Mer wrote: 

A rebe&an agamEl the Cathoüc clergy will take place m Quebec. 

It may be a bloody affair or a passive revok, same as was eqwrienC8d m 

France h the first féw years ofthis aaiuty. In making a p d c t i m  ofthis 

nature,itishardtosaytheyear, butItbkthiswiiitakeplacemtheiater 

part ofthis cenhuy. 

Undemeath this predidan, my M e r  wmte andher comma many years later: 

Novernber 15,1961: AsthedateabaawaswnaCn45 yean agq 

1 should state that a few yean ago a Franciscan father tdd me this, 

"Cantm, a.fter preachmg mtmts in Quebec fbr two yem, 1 fssl that sane 

day. Quebec wiU revoii aga& the Cathotic Ch- and that wili be 

temie. Ihapeltnillndseehn Ithinkthetimeiscaming~oaii. 



In Juiy 1923, my MOdler Lucienne Pagé bad W e d  dl ofthe eigbs grades & r d  at 

Buil Creek Schooi, near Killamey Lake m northeastern Alberta where she had grown up, and 

then she wondered what she would do with her W. She came to Edmanton wiih her sister 

Alice to visit a eend fimm the regioa, Laura Roy, who was in trainmg to becorne a nurse at the 

General Hospital. Laura took the two dthem on a tour ofthe nune's resihce and the 

hospital. Whai they came to the nursery and my mdbn oaw that as a nurse she d d  look 

a b  the babies, she decideci ?hat she would ülce to enter that profission. She was inOroduceci to 

Sister Wagner, the superintendent ofnurses, who mvaed her to come in September and begin 

her trainmg. 

This was unusuai for a wornan of that time, leavbg home to study, instead of m g  

married. Her para& did na take her too seriously, but they let her go hto training because 

thsy thought she wouM be too laiesorne and s o a i  dum home. But th& &de oniy hcreased 

my mdher's ddemiinatcm to stay, in spite ofthe cmvegt-liice discipiine requirrd of nurses-m- 

tainmg. For my mother, as for aü students, a typical &y was composeci of tweIve houn of 

work Qdandmg h m  7:30 am. to 7:30 p s l ,  with onbhalfhour foc dimer and Npper and two 

hours for a lecture during the day. Three evemings a week, a danor would lecture to the student 

nurses. The onlytgne offthaîmymotiterhadwas a halfdayduriagtheweek, begbmhg at 1 

P.='- 

During the times that she was free, LuCieme iikeû to take a waik arouud the 

neighbothood. S b  wodd offai walk across the Hïgh Level Bridge, *ch was cmiy a féw 

bl& fhmthe hospital, to p to movies at the Garneau Theater. Ah, since the General 

HospitalwasattOOAvenueaad112S~ sheiikedtowallttawardsLeMarchandMansim 

mtheabstofthehillat 116S~aridlodrQammtathedeyoftheNo~Saskatdi~~an 

River. 



h the aiitirmn of 1923, she stopped at a building site an 115 Street to talk to her 

brother Romeo, who worked fw the contractor Durocher- She watched as the deep piles were 

sei mto tbs grnmd frr the mmrey brick house that was being bu& for the owner. P h p s  

she even had a glimpse of the older man, my Mer,  building it. Later, she wat&ed as the house 

went up, and admired the large verandahs on the fiant and back. 



Whaimy$tberandMarieLouise mowdiniothenewhouseai115Stree~,my 

brder Art was thkteet yem old. Their home m the main %oor comprised an enécance to a 

parlor, a ciinhg room, a kitchai with a pauûy, a bathrom and two "chambers." Ine upstain 

was dMded accordmg to the same plan and each residaice had its own private firaat aitnnce as 

wd as stairways h o  the basemeut that was divideci m two. I have h d  two pictures takai 

mside th& house in 1924. The k t  is an unclear pi- ofthe parlor, with a couch m fiont of 

three windows which are hung wiih lace panels with a medaiiicm design alaig the bdbm edge. 

A cushim covered with the type of crochet d l e d  "granny square" is placed at me end of the 

couch. In the corner, next to the couch is a d m  phnt stand with a vase thait gümmers m the 

shadms with several dark b d s  offoiiage that drape downwads. A piano with a music book 

opai on Î t  and the ksyboard clearly showhg is naet to the p h t  stand. On top of the piano are 

famüy pichirss that are clear enaugh for me to recognizs my M e r  with his sm and wifb. 1 did 

na hm that Marie-Louise playeù the piano. 

The picdm 1 have afthe ho- where Art spaii his tean yean is ofhe dining 

rami. A round oak table wiîh heavy fluteû legs and covned with an meicate lace tabledoth 

sits in fmat of an empty brick fireplace. 'The mante1 ofthe fireplace 5 made ofwood and 

decorated with six f8mily pichires and a plant, whüa a pkte raiiing a h  this holds t h e  

plates. Two oak dinmg roam chWI sit a either side of the fireplace and a mavbing armchair 

is mgled in the background. A pattemeci mg the main part ofthe ciinhg man, splashed 

with inteine whae light &om a window. A laoip sits m the middle ofthe tabla, and 1 m d h  16at 

th- is sumediing fbdiar about iu dupe. A Jman design, ijke a fleur-de-lys, &es my eye 

andIreaaZet6aIarnloo~attheredlamp @oh Ibave bmughtdown&omtheatticmthe 

garage. Ibeglobewasndmerm~tobeplacsdcnacsiling,~wasmaanttocutligbt 

daranwudomatabk. Iwon&ifmybm<has~sttbattableand~atthertd@~ofthe 

lampwiththedistinctflsmde-iysaih 





In December 1938, fifteai years after building the Brick House cm 1 15 Street, my father 

began the work to convert the house &O an apartment of seva i  suites. Perhaps he saw the 

pote t ia  for making maiey because there was a need fur suites m the city. Ermttdy, many of 

the tenants wodd be the M e s  of the Amencans working to build the Alaska Higbway. 'The 

work cm the caayersicm ofthe Brick House would ocaipy the next six years, presumbly 

schedttied on the basis of when my W e r  had the mmey to conhue. He drew the blueprints 

and kept copies of some of the pians that were na practicai to build. The large âont verandah 

and badc porches were encloseci m a pink stucco in an art deco style and the attic was extendeci, 

nquiring an a l tea ia i  to the roof h e .  The cost ofthe naovations was $28,000-more that 

twice the cost of building the house originaiiy. 



By 1961, I had liwd at the Brick House ai 115 Street, now an apartment ofsevm suites, 

fordofmytxmlveyears. IuradtoplPymthehdwaysaadbas~asmymOth~didh~ 

wash, as well as in the numerous hiciden cupboaràs ofthe su$es as my mother cleaned thm. 

Ail the suites wete fiirnished at that time with fiimiture and drapes and evai snall nigs. The 

teaaiits had d y  to provide their own beddrrig and dishes. 1 had g r m  used to heOring d e r  

people corne inro the building and could ncognize the distinctive smd tbat each ofthek doors 

made as it cloeed. 1 was f9m*ar with the snell ofbleach and laundry soap that wafted through 

the haiiways when somaaie aras washing m the basement and whh the various ammas of 

supper that greeted me whepi 1 came home h m  school. 

Our home was ai the semnd floor, a spacious two-bedmom suite. My parents' 

bedroom was the larger aie at the fiont ofthe house, *ch was oold and dark with heavy 

drapes over the whdows. My Mer always tock a mp there m the &mm. The living room, 

ai the d e r  han4 was full ofligbt and cheery. Most ofthe wails were iined with my father's 

bookrhelves and the piano s t d  m but ofthe windows wirh a hi-fi cm aie side. The couch, 

reading chair, c d h  table with an encyclapedia ntted mto it and an dice  desk Wed the rest of 

the mm. 'Ihe kitchen had bright red, beige and black tilts on aie floor, and a buffet and gate- 

Ieg dinmg m m  table that f01ded out of si& The kitchai table was of yellow arborite with 

matching vinyl an the dumulm chairs. At the d e r  end ofthe room stood the new teleMsion 

that we oould watch whüe d g .  

Our routine was unYarymg. E a l  schooI-day moming, my pamcts and 1 w d d  get up 

early so diat 1 could wak to Grandin School, six blocks away. My Eadier wodd dress up iri a 

nia and an overooat, ifthe d e r  requugi it, and waik to Jasper Amue to take the bus 

dowlitaam. M o b o f t h e s c h o o l y e a r I w a i l d ~ h ~ f o i ~ ~ e t n ~ w h i & ~ & e b i g  

msal ofthe day. On extmneiy cold dam my mdher wouid give m a lm&, so aiat 1 muid aat 

intheItmchmmatschoo1. BirtIdidn~lifretodothatbeca~Ididn~~intodiedosed 



groups of girls that h y s  ate togecher. At 3 20, the bell would ring the md of the school &y, 

aad 1 would hurry home. 

Butaiaday.wh~Iwasnirieyeanold,my$thercametome~me~srhool. L 

was a f h t y  wmter &y. my braath came out m clou& and my nice stuug with n d ~ s  of cold 

untii 1 wrapped the s d u p  to my nose. 1 was about to cross the street at school d e n  1 saw 

him. He had un his dark navy overcoat with the fur lapeds and won, a wool cap with f laps 

d m  over his ears. The edge of his paisley scarfshowed at his neck. 

'Tapa!" 1 said. 

'Tiello, rny dear. niere's a biizzard warnhg and 1 wanted to make nue you g& home 

, right." 

Forgeüing h m  cold it was, 1 ran up to him and grabbed his thickgloved hand. He had 

come to meet me! I hoped that some of the d e r  students wwld see me witb this weil-dressed 

gentleman Who was my Mer. We walked the six blocks home togaher as the wind began to 

pKk up. swirling sheets of m m  aramd us. We diddt speak because he was high above me 

and I wodd have had to tum awktirrardfy. bunded as 1 was in wintcr clathes, to d e  myself 

heard. We waiked home as ifthem were d y  the two of us in the whole world. 



OIb My Wer was old. Tbat was a word my mather used when she spoke about him, 

saying, "My husband is too old to do any work in the yard," and so 1 wouid say, "My M e r  

dossn't work any mon. He's too old." It was a word that excused a ld ofth@ but that also 

set him apart hm W. 

While 1 couid hardy keep up with my mother's qui& steps d e n  she waiked to Jasper 

Amue to take the bus to p downtown, 1 loved to take w a k  with my $thsr when we üved at 

the Brick Houe on 115 Street. He was not m a huny and we could waik ai our strra at a 

tranquil pace and look at the stately bouses with wide verandahs and caragana hedges clip@ 

pemcrly square. We did not speak mu&; 1 Eimpiy enjoyed being wiîh him. In the spring, my 

Mer would take me to the crest ofthe Mi owrloakhg the North Saskatchewan River with its 

dark water texîumd with clumps diœ bfeakmg up. We wouid stand looking at the grey 

leafless trees slwly bemg trrmsfonned by a haze of g r e ~  bu&. He would tell me of the 

railway that had once nm below us on the hU: the Edmootan, Yukon and Padc .  nie cut m 

the side ofthe river d e y  still shuweâ as a n m w  grawled road that wound towards a ravine. 

Waiks m the numaer almg the top ofthe riverbank meant aie lmkd down at the 

perfectly kept lawn ofthe Victoria Golf Course, where 1 was wamed n N  to waOr m case I got 

hit m the head with a golf bait. The river th= became a chipped jade green surfha!, solid ai the 

bottom ofthe d e y .  

But fpll and winter were my fivorite times fbr waiks. My Eaher's slawer paœ meant 1 

d d  cnmch through the Ieaves a the bouievards while my M e r  shufûed  th@^ them on the 

sidewaik. In the winte!r, we woufd stare d m  at the d e y ,  a blaek and white space, dent, 

d e d  by the mm. The trrsi SOmebmes bl& with hoarbst, and 1 wmdered h m  the 

aystais oould attach themselves so p e d d y t o  evary tree. Past the m o w d  aspanse of 

thegoEcomse,the~thenbecameteimaedwilhhiiiocksandbimips. 



Sametimes on our waiks 1 would have the urge to nm and be h, nm as if 1 had to get 

rid of ail my energy, d the way to the wirt corner, and then 1 wouid ru t  badc and take my 

fhther's band. E v e r y h  1 did thaf he wouid say, "Ah, you am hickyto be so young and to 

have ail of- life m fiant of yni." 1 would la* at such a remark because 1 couid hardly 

wait to be ol&r, to be an aduit, so that 1 c d d  do what 1 wantd. I did nd hw îhaî he did not 

have to h q  because he had no place to go anpore, and that people did na want to hear what 

he had to say. 



In March, 1929, I and tbe wife and son traveied back to my 

hometmm and fbdy m Sherbrooke, Quebec. It was @the second t h e  

Ihadretuniedsincemydisagreemezltwithmyfkth8t~year~ 

before. My f h t  Wit was in 1922. My mdhar, who is ~ev~tfty-thtee 

yezm old, baF not beQ m the best of heaW, and so 1 ddded that a trip to 

the east wouid be necesssry. Hmever, to her she bris cane west to 

Mrir us several thes. It was g d  to have the Cantin T n i  togedher. 1 

l&asayoimgmanof31 andnow1wasrehuningwithaceitaindegm 

of success atthe age of48 years. 1 fiwl that mydecision to mow west 

was the ri@ me m spite ofthe oppositim frein my $thsr at the tirne. 

While 1 was in the East, 1 taok the oppommiry to mîk to the 

newspaper m Sherbrooke, La TribuneJ in order to promote the West. 1 

told them about the Iarp number of Freach-Canadiaus sded  m 

Morinvitle, the large ' C ~ d i e n "  center m Alberta; a h  m Villeneuw, St. 

Albert, Legal, Leduc, Lacombe, Picardville, etc. Of course, I b s t e d  

about the wi& streets of Edmontai, and its beautifiil site on the edge of 

the North Saskatchewan. 1 told them about the f W h y  of the soi1 m the 

regio1andhowerctaisivethewheataopwas lastyear. 

And 1 stresseci the la& of representatim d our people in Ottawq 

m that ofthe Hky repmaatath, d y  a feiR French-Canadians speak for 

the populatian. Howeyer, ifthe three million o f a u  own people who are 

acballyinthe United Stabs cametoestablishtheanseh mthewest,we 

wouid see oiir people aoquiiing prestige in 1 spheres and m p a d b m t .  

And ifthe goveaimait gave the Fmch-Canadians Who wamt to estabiish 



thanselves m the west the same transportation rides that they give to 

strangers who come h m  Europe and the U.S., the papulatian of the 

western provinces would grow before our eyes and the French-Canadian 

race could also d d e r  itseifa power m this beaidinil part of Canada. 



On a ibfdexi piece ofpaper tom fiom a larger shw is my f&herts pa*g list for 

a huntmg arpeditim: 

Gogglw furcoat 

shoes - 
Gennan socks 5-gallon cans 

Belt plane 

Heater Tor& 

In his "Canadian Pocket Diary" fbr 1922, he wmte: "Shot 406 shells. Shot 70 

partndges, 3 geese, 27 dudo. Total 90 birds. Very poor shot this year, couid n b  nnd bird 

with gun. ûne moose killed cm December 2, 1922." 

Thai 1 fnmd an article that my Mer had written m 1929 for the magazine, Rod and 

Gun, eatitled, "Tm Years of Huxxting the Grey Goose m Alberta: the making ofa goose 

hunter." He writas: 'Wh the right cornpanions there 9 ndhmg more delighdul thm a trip 

after geese for there is a kem deliw in matchmg your wits me ofthe wiseJt birds 

living." 

Later on m the article, after describing several at&empts to himt gee~e, ha wrbs: 

1 have nMn seen any a ie  else use the kind ofhide that 1 bdd. 

Insteadofdiggiugapt about4féetmdiameteraad5 ormoreféetdeep, 1 

just dig a fod -ch deep enough so that the bars will be about two 

inches below the level ofthe ground when yni are lying ai yw badc 

nien digging a d -ch w that you can L m your back and your 

body will be abaa an inch l m  than the level ofthe soii. Yoii shouid p 

andgdaslargeanamitulofstrawasposst'ble, spreadthisovartbe 

f i n s h l y ~ e d a p ~ t h ~ p a n d p i c k a s m ~ n y w h e r d h ~ & a ~ h w i n  

al lowyaiandsptEkIeth is~&eM~whi&hacaqui te  



noticeable shine. This d e s  a hide that wiil h l  the &est old bird, if 

p roperiy located. 



lhese are more ofmy Mer's books: 

nie Histoy of India, by Roxnesh Chuncier Duü 

Sartor Resartus cm Heroes: Hem-Worshi~ and the Heroic m History, by Thomas 

Carlyie 

The Mvstexious Universe, by Sir James Jeans 

La Tentatiai de Sa&-Antome, by Gustave Ffaubert 

The The Musketeers, by Alexandre Dumas. 

Whm 1 was re~eafching my Mer's lik, 1 wodd pull out me of his books and look 

througb itto see ifhe hsd wriüen anythmg m the margins, had underlined anytfiHig, or ifhe had 

lefk a pi- ofpaper to mark his place. (hie ofthe objects I fnmd war a boolrmark ftom the 

"'New Manchester Piano Company," f i c h  had ai t the embosseci figure of a girl with a long 

orange dress and an elabontte voiledrapeci hat. ?he bookmark must have dated f i a  the time 

my M e r  worked m the Unaed States, M r e  19 12. ûther boolanarks included a pIasticised 

card and a pocket calendar h m  the "Alexander Hamikcm Instihae,'' which sold business 

books, 'b impart that undestanding of busmess fundamerrtals which marked the @US of 

Alexander Hamütm"; a postcard frosn 1942, whi& was a rdnàer of a business meeting of 

the Northem Alberta Fi& and Garne Pmt&ve League in 1929; and a mi coupm '%ood for 

me packet ofLia" when ordering thm packas. 

Another source of material about my Wer's iifé was the roih of rnaps that had beat 

stored m my mder's basema and movtd to my house several yeas ap. Them wem rnany 

large maps giued ont0 a fibric backing and supporteci at the top and b by round pieces of 

wmod,âecoratedwilhahnial. @ e a f t h e W p M w ; i 9 a ~ o f p a r t d A l b e r t a , b y  

C.T. Lag August 1903," which 1 WOUld iater see in a pichue of my Mer's office m Edmcmen 

in 1914. Anadier map in good canditian represntedthe e&em dope of the Rocky Mcmtams, 

an arsa important m my Mer's eariy hunhg expe&ï~1~. 



1 staited nom Edmantm, Alberta cm a trip to Mo& Park 

which is about eighr miles in the Rodry Mnmtoms m the McLeod River, 

two hundred and miles south west of Edrnontaa. Leaving 

Edmœctcm at 9: 15 pm. an the Grand Tnmk Pacific Raiiway to Edsai, 

tirn class sleepers are obtainable and aie aijoys a good sleep till three m 

the moming when one has to change trains which leaves m a féw minutes 

to Coelspur, a distance of37 d e s .  The writer tock a lunch with him 

thinkmg tbat t would m e  m handy. On a previous trip two years earlier 

the wrbr started an the same schdde but did n d  mch Coalspur ta4 

p .m., hungry and w q .  

We reached Coalspur, h m ,  in good t h e  for brrakfast but the 

town had uudergune quite a change; indecid ofhding it busy with 

quia. ûfthe dom stores, restaurants, shooting gaiiery, etc. typicai a fa l l  

railroad amsüuctiai towns, thm fernaineci two restaurants and one store 

doing a sniall business. 
- -  . - --- 



Afterbrealaast, Ihadtowaittiii 3 p.m. fbrthecaimecti0~1which 

would take me to Mo& Park, so a Liale excursim was made to the 

Fire Ranger observation station sometm miles aumgthe hilis. Being 

pwrly diiecled, 1 missed the iagular traii aud it wss an afdlIous task to 

reach the o b d c m  station aftsr gohg over two high hills. A fsw y e m  

pmrious this timbsr had been bumed and undergruwth, togahet with 

Men timber, made it bard going. However, me is well repaid Tor his 

iabor as a ma@œxt view can be obramed h m  this station. To the 

south and west, the R u d y  Mountains with their m m  caps are visible and 

to the East and North, a large pkteau can be seen as tBr as a good field 

*s can m. 

At 3 o'clock that afbrncnm, I left Cdspur tor Mo& Park. 

Memory after ail is a sweet t a  I had not gone mon, than aie mile when 

1 picked up the old aail which I had gme over two pars M r e  cm park 

pcmies. We rea&ed Mouutah Park Pt 8 o'dock, q& tired after being q 

since 3 am. To my surprise 1 fômd Mountain Park had undergme a 

great change. Ibe Hatel Cheviat, which had been constnicted in the 

intend was ail that c d d  be denred: good dean beds, pleuty of good 

substantial food, weii prepared, 



ïhe  village, which has replaceci the log cabms bu* to house the 

workmen who were ahead ofthe steel domg the necessary work previous 

to the opening of the mine (*ch den coqleted will ba able to handle 

2,500 tons a day), consists of f i e  cottages, nicey situated on the bills. 

These cottages are similar in design: painted white with grem eimming 

which has a fine e f k t  an the colmtryside of green with its mow-capped 

moimtains. 

Mer making arrangement for a party of five together witb 

necessary park horses and guides, in îhe afbmoai 1 had fime to go up one 

ofthe high peaks which surround MoMtam Park a grand view c m  he had 

of snow~capped moiuntains and bumed timber. A number of pictures 

showiag the highest peaks together with the dhge were taken. 



Arthur Cantm's report ofeleçhrical equipmeut of the Mountain Park C d  Compa11y 

Atthepresmttmie, thecodminehasthreedriffsMs and a fair 

&y's working per wesk cm a reduced gang are getthg app roxhaîeiy 250 

tcms a &y. it holds 360 d leads. This whiie still m iu h h c y  Û 

cpouated ahogether with Electricity. Ihe power is loakd in the anter o f  

the sbafts. The biler room at the presart time has tbw Robb H a r g d  

Rerum tub* bailers of 150 Horrepmer =di. There is one Robb 

Armnmag aigrne of 100 HP., belr camected to a 90 Kilowatt TRumph 

Direct Currad ûenerator of220 voits. Another e n e e  of 150 H.P. of the 

same make is blt ccumected to a 100 K.W. Canadiau Westinghouse 

Generator 250 Voiîs Direct Curreut. 'The switch board is f0rm panel slate 

with volt meter and m e t e r  W e r  with necessary switches and d 

fiühgs. ï'here are tm fhs driven by 90 H.P. bit canneded by 

Westinghouse maors. At preseDt one of the fins is nipplying air to two 

difkeQtshafts. 

They find that Dincr Cumat gives a more flexible arratlgemeot 

fbr antrohg the speed of the motor but it has the disachantage of 

fluctuotmg voltage which is quibe Mouitabb m the lanps. ?bey propaw 

having a thom@y modem electrid oqriipmaid at wmr future h, but 

as to the preJet amditiaa, they wili nat buy any new squipmeod for some 

t h e .  



Idiscover MamtamParkeightyyean a fkmy Werwemtonhis secmdhrmtmgtrip 

to the mgion. By chance, I find a book written about the Cod Branch in a museum m Edsm, 

Alberta kt t  teils of the years behmm 1906 and 1916; the disarvary o f  large seam of d 

meant the devebprnart of the region. As well, two raihnays, the Grend Tnmk PaQnc and the 

Canadian Northem, had astabiished rail yards m Edsm. An extra railaray line, or brandi, 

extended south of Edsm into the coal region m 19 12, a fau my m e r  notes wheu he resnemben 

the dway  construction canrps he had encomtemi two years preyiously. 

From the maps d d e  the book 1 discover that MouotaPi Park, which 1 believed to be 

ander name for Jasper N a t i d  Park. is an abandmeci town cm the eastem side of the 

mouutains fiom the n a t i d  park. My husband and I set out to discover what remains dthe 

C d  Branch. 'Ihe road south fiom Highway 16 begins about ten kilamàers outside of Edcon 

and is paved up to the town of Robb, a smaii d e m e n t  of mobile homes, a few old houses and 

a prosperous 100knig h d .  Further down the road, we can 6nd no evidence of the tmm of 

Coalspur where my Mes stopped to wait for the train to Moiiatain Paric. 

The grawl road is rough and misty and we meet no d e r  cars. We stop at me point 

beside a nming m the tnxs to search for Saskatocm berries. In the hot sun we tnicige! a short 

distance up the rad but do not fmd aie bemy. lt is quiet; the d y  wmd is the OCC8Sioaal 

metal clicking d t h e  car engine as it coois down. Wh= we drive fàrther, we find Cadcmin set 

m a  lm~valleywiththestacksof~eInkadC~P~jiming~&esLy1i7relm~~t 

towers. The remains ofthe companytown are di m wstaice: ~qoant log cabins painted 

brawnwithwbaemortarbetweaithe logs andalithewhdows anddoorscuveredd 

plywood We stop at the "Hole in the Wd Cafè" and Senrice station where the Pige proclaims, 

'%at hem and Get Gas." 



Driwig out oftown, we round a hi& hill wiiere the CadOmifl Caves are hidden and 

suddenly we are surromded by mountaias, hi& and rugged. We pmceed a short distance and 

stop at the Foresûy Campgromd of Whitehorse C d  to gaze at a ccmeshaped moimtain and 

ander ma resembling Mount h d l e  in Banff. This This the wiIdemess that my M e r  admired. 

Farther down the r a d  stands a stable that reuts horses for an excursion through the mount-, 

d m  Fiddle River Valley, ovw to Mieüe Hd Springs, a distance of m-fi- d e s .  1 

wander ifthis couid be the same pars my f h b r  fbIlowed cm his trip to hm. 

'Ihe r a d  continues owr a bridge crosshg Whirehorse Creek and ait0 a rougher dirt 

traiI that c h b s  rteepiy up the 0th- side. This is die m d  to Mountaiu Pa& the coal-minmg 

town that vanished m 1950 because the advent of diesel trains meant the end of the market fbr 

this c d .  The r a d s  are recdy buiit and primitive; during the town's existeam the railway 

was the anly means of transportation fbr the coal and the worksn. 

Abandmed railway tracks m various states of disintegratrcm nm almgside the narrow 

road. Severai washouts of the ail bed lave the tracks and ties attacheù, dangiiiig, iike a 

deiicats brown n % h  fildeci over the landscape. 1 imagine my Mer at t h i r t y h  yearo old, 

combining his inspection of the power plant at Mouutain Park with a h h g  expeditioa. He 

traveied these same rail lines, sitting by a waidow to admire the rnorrntams, eating the lunch he 

&ad brougixt fiwi home. 

We arrive a a hiiî wliere whitepainted bricks spell out the name uMomtain Park" m 

bmat of a oeaidery. 1 I d  across a deep and narrow stream that runs like a moat aromrd a 

medimû town to the plain where the town of Mouutah Park aice existed against the backdrop 

of Mount Chevid. nie sm is behmd the fiat-topped mOmaam that l m  dark and mkty as if 

it is a Ioag way away. 



'Ihe raihay bridge that crossed the stream vanished a lang t h e  ago, but the tracks 

were left behmd and crissaoss the grave1 Like NJted brown lines. 

The Hael Cheviot, admirrd by my W e r  for its d r t a b I e  beds and good food, no 

longer exists to a m m m c x b  visitors getting offthetram. The a$bges that were paint#l white 

wÎth a ~ r e ~  trimnimg were rlimsritled or hauled away when the canpany wamed that d 

power to the ~w wouid be tuxned off a&r a certain date. 1 wonder ifbie pawer 8epierafOrs 

were the same a e s  my M e r  mdpectsd that nipplied dectndyto the mines and to the town. 



We foliowthe steps leading up to the cemetery, *ch is overgrown and lush with 

weeds and wildflowen. The graves are denma& by wood pi&& faites, pamted white, and 

wom paths mdicate that many people dl vint the site. Fresh flowen and plastic wreaths 

adom some of the headstones ofthe d miners and their families who lived here and dieci, and 

were lefk m this pleasant vaiiey in the rnoimtains. 

1 wcnder what my M e r  wodd have thought to see hm a town that appeared to bave a 

pranismg firture shouid d aimost completely, leavhg d y  ifs dead behind. 



From the first draft ofîhe aiticle "After Moutain Sheep": 

ûn Wednesday moming about 8 am., we staxted off ai a twars, 

mile hike. We went up the McLeod River for about two miles and then 

out across a moiintain road fOr anather two miles fiIl we came to the 

headwaters of the Brazeau River. Our party casktd of four pwle  with 

aie packer, one guide and two pack horses and aie saddie horse. AU had 

a tum at riding the horse so as to make the trip less arduou. 

After f011owhg the Brazeau river for a couple of d e s ,  we darted 

to cross anather mnmtain range. This was the highest which we had to 

cross and I oftan wciaidered how the horses could make it with their pack. 

But somehw or other we srrivecl at Rocky River *out any accident. 

Mer  traveimg hard up the Rocky River, wct sighted two Mouotain Sheep 

up a hi& ciiffabout 2 d e s  fiom the trail but as t was m g  hte and 

everybodywasp~tmd, wedecidednattogivethamchasethatday. 

We arrived m camp about 4 o'clock m the aftemoan and foMd a canvas 

which servecl as a teat already fixed up and ready for us. We b d t  a fire 

and staned to get something ready for nipper. Our supper amskted of 

muttan chops and pretty nearly every meal after that h r  the next fiur 

days. After supper the uspal campfire yams were passed and we tumeui 

bto bed about 9 o'clock dl tired and ready for a goal res& 

'Ihsn~momingaboiit6tbecrunpwarraliveaieemo~md 

everybody doing his share m getting breakht ready. We staaed out 

about 8 o'dock aaort a <livide and ga iuto the shesp ccmnt~~. After 

wak@ a b  2 hours, we came  pan a flock offaa sheep and ewes and 



two lambs but as they had sighted us b e h e  we did, they wenr m the 

move and we d d  not get withh range ofthexn. 

A .  traveling for about an hour the guide sigbted a big fiock of 

30 or more sheep laying d m .  Hem is where he missed. 1 was waIkmg 

somewhat below him about a quarter of a mile away and he began to 

whisue fbr me to join him whicb 1 did as fhst as my wind would let me, 

but by the t h e  1 had reached him the sheep were up and away about 400 

yards. 1 took two shats at a iikely aie and broke am of bis fiont legs near 

the hee and tbking tbat 1 had him badly wounded 1 did na hurry to get 

to him. However, &en 1 came within 200 yards, he g& up and took to 

the bush and 1 lost si* dhim there. 

We retumed to camp that ni@ about 5 o'clock after locatmg the 

way the big fiock went and ma& pians for the next day. L was not late 

aiter our mimaa m e r  that we tunied m and ~~erything wmt 5 e  for 

sleep till about 3 am. when cold kept us awake and we had to tum out 

somewhat earlier than anticipateci. We l& camp about 8 am. and starteci 

out m the direction which we diought the flock of sheq, had taken, but 

wha we reached the top about 11 o'clo& ndhmg couid be h d  of 

theni and no desceart d d  ôe made on that side ofthe mountain. After 

ha* spoiled our day's chances for h e p ,  we gat ioto camp tbns ni@ 

tired and duwn-hearted as we ady hsd me day Mt and Î t  looked as if= 

would retum --hande& 

'Ihenexîmomiag,thepaaydividedup mtwoandweeachwent 

oarwayaftQ~g~ansardirectimbiitcIoatotàacamp. Wedid 

nataimemsightofmygamtuoSilabad3p.m. Ahgebuck~nd 



anaher about 2 years old were seen h g  about three miles out on top of 

a ridge. A dash was made to get there as quidc as possible but it was a 

slow and tedious job gomg up that mountain side. They finally got to 

within 150 yards of the two and a broad side aras let loose but as the guide 

was q u b  excited he took a long chance m standing in the way of his 

cornpanion who couid not shoot except at great risk of wounding him. 

A&r fnir shots, the big buck was hit m a vitai part and started to roll 

down tbe motmta9i side. The smaiier one just took to the hilis and was 

wai 10% si@ of. M e r  s k i h g  the &ut sheep and cleaning hun, a piece 

of mutton together wah the head was brought to camp. It was 9 o'cldc 

duit night and we were tired out. 



We got up the final &y at 5 am. and g d  ready to go and get that 

mutton which was over one mile out on the trail. After a lot of hard work 

up a canyon, we amved at the carcass and nit it m four piecas and put it 

m bags and three of us began the d e s e  to the trail. h was hard gomg 

and it took us a good hour to get back to the trail wtiere the pieces were 

packai and we starred offat about 11 am. to the t m .  We reaciied 

Mounîain Park at 8 pm., everyone was in good spirits but W. 

The next momiug at 7 o'clock startmg d m  the moinitain ai the 

Grand Tnmk Pacifie, the train was not gomg fhst buî it was a good deai 

more cmfbrtable and quicker than over the traii. At Coalspur, I rnet a 

party of ttuee Pittsburgh, Pemsyivania sportsmen who had left Jasper 

Park and had been out 35 days with 5 guides and 20 horses and bad 

bagged five Mountain Goats and a grizzly bear wighing about 800 lbs. 1 

was thdcbg th& 1 had not dooe so bad in securing aie  sheep and out cmiy 

&te days. I reached home without accident and home is home after ail 

and there is norhing Ue it. 



I grsw up hearPIg about the hunthg expeditiom my Mer had taha a lcmg time before 

I was born. He said that he wodd go up mto the moimtairu with a pack-tram ofhorses and be 

goae for a week at a the.  He had a large coUectim of guns which had been passed m to my 

brother, who had beem a huuter as d. 

While my moiher 8ndeavored to bring me up widi proper mamers as a young lady, 

with the acceptable fiminine pursuiî of music, 1 was curious about this huDting world of my 

fàther's. Why didn't he show me h m  to himt or explain gtms to me? One day 1 asked ifhe 

would teach me how to shoot a p. 

He ws nirprised that 1 shodd ask such a thmg. I remember he nxed me with a direct 

look and said, ''NOI~SBDS~. Guns are dangernus weapans, not something fbr a M e  girl to 

handle. 1 gave up hunting over twenty-fiw years ago and 1 want ya, to put all thought of that 

out of yaur head." 

While 1 bristled at bemg calleci a "Me girl" at the age oftweIve, he returned to reading 

hu nswspaper, dismiskg me. 1 thmk perhaps the kgiimmg ofmy aii&m from my M e r  

was diat he aimys wisidered me a We girl; that distance bebwen us wouid incrsase as 1 

entend my teen years. 

1 persisted m asking my mother abad the gun and sbe M y  agreed that when the t h e  

was ngbr. she d d  let me try the 22. One day, we were out at our faxm at Lac St. Amie and 

my fhther had wdced over to visit the neighbors. My mdher took ma aside and made me 

p ~ n o t t o t e l l m y ~ 8 1 : w h a t w e w a e a b o u t t o d o .  A&rI&shewmttothe 

cupboanl and took out a srnaii cardboard bax whkh hed bullets for the 2.2 d e ,  the d y  gm 

myEahahadkept. Shecarriedthegunandthebdets andwewaikedadtothefiddatthe 

badcofthe~ousewheresame~esdhaywerestacked. Shetackedasheetofpapercato 

it Togiv%yousandhmgtoaimfor."shesoid 



BefOre she loaded the gun, she s h d  me h m  to hold it, whh its dodt buried f M y  in 

rny shdder7 and how to si@ the target aimg the barrei. 1 remember that the p was heavy 

and cold and tbat aying to hold it steady was digicuh. Finally, whai she was satisfied thai the 

preliminaries were adequate7 she loaded some bulle& into it and carsfuly held die gun out for 

me so that I d y  had to slip her and the p. She adjuJted my han& and then stepped 

b e b d  me. 

1 aimed at the target and pded the trigger and fèk the recoil ofthe p aga& my 

shouider. Moreowr, 1 felt a treaibling deep inside me because ofthe dangerou weapai 1 held 

in my han&. But I continued aimmg and firing untü I had used up the butlets she had bmught 

for me. Whai we checlml the white p a p e  1 had amially ha it five times. 

My curiosity had been satisfied, but I could not tell my M e r  tbat 1 too had fimi a gim 

and that there was a k h g  ofpower and danger m dohg ro. Whai 1 thiok of the madaif 

however, 1 d i z e  that 1 n m r  did ask my m d e r  where she had learned to shoot. 



The 1930s were an active outdoor decade for my Mer, Who was m his fifbes. 

Ahhough he did na write of his experimces, he does kave a record ofhis himtaig trips through 

the pichues in the album. One particuiarly niccesâul himtmg trip occurred m 193 1, and my 

Mer  noteci on bis pidures that he shut a mouutain goat and a rnooJe. In a pichua dated 

September 4,193 1, he stands with his two companions, Dave S-, Junior, and Herb Clark, 

m fiont oftheir horses. 



0x1 September 10,1931, myfàtherandhishuntiugcampanicm, Dave Shanks, PO 

: maore with a large rack of homs. That pidure was made into a Chrbûnas card 

ut the next par. 

-- ---- -- - - - ---- - 



One ofthese excursions, howemr, is documented by an unc&îed clippmg m the black 

scrapbook and mrd dated pichires in the photo album. The newspaper dippmg f h m  an 

unknown source stated, "(hi 250 d e  water trip: Edmonton Party Holiday cm Athabasca 

River: Special h m  Whitecourt: Dr. H. Jamiron, Physician, Dr. RK. Gordon, Profbor of 

En- M. Cantor, and A.I. Cantin a d  here in the latter's 17 R cabm cruiser wich 

outboard mator. They le& Pocahaartas T u d y  and expxtto taketwo weeks to saü." 

'Ihen are saveral pichiiPs of the jomey: one whm they are trapped au a ~illldbar near 

Pocahaitas, anaher d a  paimR Dr. Gordon m the boa. My ffther wearr a type oflife-jacket 

and a b r 0 8 d - b ~  hat 





The d e r  major trip to which my M e r  makes some reférence was an the Peace River, 

the largest and lmgest of the tributaries ofthe Mackenzie. He was interested in traveling on 

the Finlay and Parsnip Rivers, which join to form the Peacs, to see fOr himseifthe possibilities 

for hydro-electricd da9hpment. Smce the trip took place tweoty pars after his ht 

p r e s d a i  to the Edmantan Board of Trade, he most likely undertook it h r  his own interest. 

The refèraice to the joumey is a ayptic aie in a letter to the editor of an uniddeci paper. 

Possïbly c o m m d g  cm the rough t e k  in the region, he wr*: 

After completing a 1,500 mile trip h u g h  north+mtem British 

Columbia aML Peace~ River country, gomg as fkr north as Finlay Forks, 1 

would like to ask M. Clive P h ,  M.L.A. for B.C. where he will get the 

revenue to pay for the axle grease for that P a c e  River Raihoad outla fbr 

the ikst 50 years of operasion? Hope he wiii answer through your paper, 

purs truiy, Arthur I. Cantin. 

The d e r  source of infonnafiian about the joumey is the notes that my fàt&er wmte 

aramd the pictures m the album. He traveied with three mm: Ed Wederneyer, ludge 

Robertson, and J.P. W. The fnir of them are shmn m a wide flat boat tied up at a dock, m a 

pi- aititled, ''ParSiip River, 1934." 

% 



'Ihe goal of the joumey by river is s h m  m the p i c m  enthled, Tiniay Forks," which 

is taken at the point of d u e n c e  where the Parsnip and the Fday joh to form the Peace 

River. nie pichire is labeled an the top as "Peace River," with the l d  margin marked 'Tiniay 

River" and the nght margin, "PPanaip River." R is hteresting to note that the Bennett dam was 

built m that Iocatim m the 1960's. apening m Septanber 1968, the year &r my M e r  di& 

Many of the places he traveled are now submerged under the resewir d e d  Wtlliston Lake, 

the tenth Largest rese~oir m the world. 

By the end dthe 19303, as my father appmacbed his sktieth year, he decided to gîve 

upbaatsigcmtberiverp. Henae~thptmMarch 13,1939.hebmughttheHE. backtatown 

and traded h m with Kem and Shute fOr a Star truck to use an the fami. 



When 1 was m grade eleven, 1 wrde a story about a tai year old girl, Manique, dose  

elderiy M e r  is very iü. She has heard many times that her ffther had gme ai himtmg 

expedki01ls in the Rocky Mountains M r e  there were any highways inîo the wildemess. She 

has a fàvorite pictue of h9n as he mouches nec& to a &Ilen moose with a wicie set of antlers. 

Her M e r  holds his gun beside him and looks out into the distance. Behmd him are the leafless 

branches of lm shnibs making an mtricate des@, like veins, @the light W. 

To escape the oppressivaiess of the sick house, she qxa& a lot o f t h e  pkying outside 

She becornes niends with Wiliie, a boy d o  identifies geaing a BB gun wab becaansig a man. 

Clne &y, Manique's mother tries to explain to her why her fkther is so iii. She says he has Me 

strokes which means that sometimes tiny cl& impede the circulatim of the blood m the brain 

and that causes him to be cmfused and weak. Usualfy, these sp& pass quickly, but this time 

he has p n d  and mi@ n b  recover. Munique does not want to thEk about W. 

F d y ,  Wtllie geu his BB gun and the first thmg he does is aim at a spanow. To his 

surprise, he kiUs it m front of Maaique. As she h e w  the bird dying, she 6 d l y  breaks down 

and cries. Scm a f k ,  her M e r  dies and when she looks at the himting picture, she imagines 

that the branches are like the veins in her fkther's head that burst into red blooms and took him 

away hm her. 



#en 1 was gro\ning up, my paraits and 1 weot to the moimtaias at least once a par. 

ûften we wouid take relatives and special visitors from the East to show them the spladon of 

Banaand Jasp8r nationai parks. We fiequdy went to the Columbia Icefields which are the 

source ofseved ofwestern Canada's rivers. My M e r  tau& me the sequaice ofrivers that 

the meltwatns took. At a ie  t h e  1 could recite the joumey of the water that m&ed fiom the 

Icefields al1 the way to the Arctic Ocean. 1 f0imd it hard to believe that the brown water ofthe 

North Saskatchewan fiowing through Ecimontan couid originate from the blue ice and the clear 

antre water that 0owed k m  the Icefields. 

Our fivorite vacation destinatiun was Miette Hdsprîngs in Jasper N a t i d  Park, close 

to where my fàther had gaie h&g m the rnoimtanis. 



While my M e r  had slept m white canvas tents supported by sapling poles, %rty 

we wouid stay m d log cabms wiih canvas roofs at Mieüe Resort. These cabins were 

eqyipped with a table and benches, a d cupboard, a heater and bunk-styIe double beds. 1 

loved to ciixnb the ladder into the upper bu& and sleep under the canvas r d t h a  1 could reach 

up and touch with my fingers. The sheets an the ôeds were snwy wiiite, covered with thick 

Hudson's Bay blankets. Whrn 1 was up m my bunk, 1 could s d  the odor of w a m  canvas m 

the moming sMshine and listai to the fidihg paie ames and the  curry of a SqUirreI an the roof 

close to me. 

My parents were happy when we weut to the moimtaeis; this was their holiday and 

tirne to spend aijoying the scenery. Twice a &y we wodd go m Mi- Hobprings to b a h .  

Opened in 193 1, t&is was an orrute Swiss-villa-styie building nestled at the foot of a moutain, 

close to wliere the sulfiirous ha water came out of the rocks. There were many stairs to ciirnb 

at the ficility, *ch my M e r  m hir late Seveuties took slowly, stapping to rest m the landings. 

But Iwas usedtowaiting, andatthetop ofthestairs Iwnildlodrdcnmattheswimmers mthe 

clear aquamahe water and smeU the suifur and pine. Then my rnother and 1 would go dom to 

the Ladies' dressmg raam and my M e r  to the mai's. 

Mym~wandI~~ysintbe~finfimdshewouldwatchfwnryfatherand 

help hmi out ofthe dresshg rom so that he wouid n d  slip cm the wet area arsod the pool. 

Once in the water, he would walk aramd holciing ooto the edge ofthe pool or he wouid Sa up to 

bischmmtheh~water,aiwaysi6ndmg~etotaIkto. Mymaherstayeddasstobimand 

made sure he did n d  stay tao laag in the water and get OYerheated. 

~atn~wewouldnbimtoourcsbmfordinn~f ,~ebigmezloftbedPy.  My 

moihm wouid Cook soine meat a~ air Coleman Jtove and p m  and vegetables m the 

preswwCOQlOef. ~ s h e ~ d e o d r m t h e d ~ m s i d s t h e p i ~ c & e l t e r a n d ~  



wodd est on a checkerboard tableddh. We wouldhaw pork rhops or steaks, occashdy 

chi- but never lamb or muüm. I remember my Mer aice sayiug that when he huuted in 

the moimtains, mutton seamed to be the d y  meat the guides would bxing dong, and he had 

dmloped such an averskm to the meat that k codd na stand euai the smell of it COOkiLlg, 

*ch to him was like old wool being boileû. 

While my M e r  took his aftemoan nap and my mother clemed up der  h e r ,  I was 

fhe to wander around the motel and cabm complex, as Icmg as I did ad veilure fàr. 1 

remexnber explorhg the woods, skippmg over the maze of tres m o ~  that clung arnmd the 

cabins and the washroom buts. There was a souvenir shap to look mto, with its ashtrays7 

trianguiar flags and strange tubes med with colored water mdicating the d v  ofthe holder's 

passian, ail marked with "Souvenir of Miette Hdsprings." ûnce we kught a ceramic bear 

holding a thexmorneter. 

In the aAemm, befôre supper, we would pnneed once more to the hot springs and go 

through the same nhial. In the e h g ,  my rncther would make some soup and we d d  have 

our supper of sandwiches made wirh carmed barn. Mer a short walk dom the road, we wodd 

go to bed early. 

I recailed our fbdy holidays oli a ment visit to Miette Ha Springs. The e&-e resort 

698 changeci: the canvas-covered cabins are gane and the Swiss-viîla pool has basii tom down 

because t was slidiug down the of the moimtpm. A n w  pool has beeu bu& an a level 

plain where the campground used to be. L is a f k ,  ddî building, *ch has devators for the 

elderly and the innrm, and two pools, one for wading and ander M e r  aie for swimmingswimming 

Tourïsts can wallr past the fbundatiaa ruius dthe old swimming pool down a trail to sa the 

source ofthe hot water. 



hi 1960, when my M e r  was sevmty-nine, rn an a trip to Vancouver. My d e r  

did dl ofthe biving dien, m our 1957 Chevrolet. We visited some distant datives aod fiaids 

ofmy pamts and thei decided to walk through Stanley Park. My Mer said that he was too 

tireci to wdk and wodd wait in the car. My mother m e d  him n d  to take one of his w a b  m 

bis rn because, with so m y  roads and txails, he caild eady ga lost. Mre she M she 

made him promise that he w d d  stay with the car. 

We were not gara too long, perhaps havan h m ,  but whm we returned, my Mer was 

not in the car. While 1 stayeâ with the ChmIet, the four othm waiked through the parking lot 

looicing for him My mcther kept saying9 Y told him to stay with die car, 1 told hmi not to take 

a w&. . . " She ran owr to a park attendant and phmeci the police. 

For the next hour mxyone searcheci in ail the possiib directions he d d  have gae. 

My mother was growing more and more agita* she was ahost crying. AU ofa sudden, aie 

ofthe mai d e d  out, 'We fnmd him!" and my Mer appeand, carcyhg his jacket and 

wearing his csp. He had takai a wafk and then mtumed to a yeilow Chmolet that was 

ideaitical to ours. It was udocked and the seats were the same colour as m, so he had no 

r e m  to thinlt that it was someone sise's car. it was &y when the penai renimed to his car 

that my fâther realbd his error. 

My M e r  lwked rather sheepishiy at aIl the people who gathereâ around him, mquiring 

about him. My mother wemt up to him and took his arm. 'We've ôem iooking for yni for an 

hou and a haif." 

He rsplied, '1 thou@ yni were taking a radisr laig walk.. . I'm sorry, my dear, to 

have caused yau ail $iis troubie." 

ShawasrelieYedto~eehmittiougb,snd~callsig&~e~&p~~nd~ 

-8, shedmvetas backtathemael. 



There is a picture ofmy M e t  and me ai the grey Ford tractor. 1 am sirriag on his 

knee next to the &der of the big deel, and m his hand that rests on the féader behind me, he 

ho& a d scythe as he looks &&O the distance. He is wearing blue covdis  over a 

lighter blue &kt and heavy shoes that are tied up over his d e s .  1 remember my M e r  

meUed pfeasantly ofthe famS =@ne oil fkom the tractor, the sceut of straw and wind, and he 

o h  had a couple of &y's gr& of stubbie ai his &ce. These are the reasais why 1 thought 

my fbther was a h e r  when 1 was growing up. 



These books h m  my Mer's library show h m  his mterests changed as he got older: 

From mv Ewerieice: The Pleanires and Miseries of Li& on the Fami, by Louis 

Bromfield 

Crm Production in Western Cana& by John Bracken 

Gleason's Horse Book by Professor Oscar R Gleasm 

Weidinp k l u s  fbr Famers by James F. Lmcoh 

The ABC and XYZ of Bee Cdttm, by A.I. Roat 

My parents rekrred to trading to the Eum as "der sur la terre," or literally, "going to 

the laiid" Beke 1 Etarted school m 1954, we h e d  there fiom April to October with d y  

trips badc to the Br& House ai 115 Street. My fkst memones of the fann are of the kitchen, 

a brighs warm place m a new additim built a ~ t o  the o n  log house. It had n w  woodei 

nipboards with brom arborite ai the couaters, a linolaum flaor, and a propane lamp, 6ndge 

and dan. There wu a brighî blue metal 5 m e  m the h n t  aftbe s&ove, the logo for Seniel 



appliances. WheiImaEmal lg i i i Ipi i tmyf i~mthepi lc t l ighttotouchbpnlect~  

thiokiq it was the same coohess as the metal me, and learned quiddy why it was to be 

acctmired buî not touctied. 

ûn another wall ofthe kitchen, over the white sink, was a fwrpaned windcw h m e d  

wiih small shelves where my mother kept various bottles and a red woodei ait thaî held 

muters. A white porceb dock rimmed with a band of green was cantered ovsr the whdow. 

nie kitchen table sat next to a large window that overloaked the fkmyard 1 rernember sietmg 

there and looking at the objects that my fàther o f h  brou* in for me to examine: the two 

halves of a robh's egg aftsr the chicks had hatched; a sprig of bluebek and a dandelion, both 

taken apaxt to show me the puts d a  flower, and M abandmed mud-dimked Swallow's neist. 

in the spring* part ofthe farm kitchen was barricaded and my mdher set up a 

temporary brooder for the chicks. Chicks in the house! 1 d d  watch than ail &y if 1 

wanted. 1 was fàscinated by the mverted quart seaier over a dish o f m r  tbat pmvided the 

chicks with fies& water. The balis of  yeIiow fiufîgrew quickiy, and, as soaa as white pin- 

hathers dotred their yellow, they were moved outside to the chickm cocp. 

In the simimer, 1 wouid go out with my mdher and rny yeUow "Tmderleaf Lard" 

b u c k  to gather the W. nie chicken house was lmg and namrw with two or three sheIvws of 

boxes iiîled with straw where the hais clucked and laid their eggs. SometMies ths hai d d  

rSmam cmhereges a n d I w a i l d ~ c h i m ~ h c ~ a n d ~ h ~ w a n n ~ s a d p l a a t ~ n ~ o d t o t h e  

others m my b u a .  ûne bmwn h a ,  that I namecl Jocelyn. bec- a special pet who h i i d  

me arnmd d i d e  and came whm she was called. Somehes 1 d d  b h g  hm hto the h w a ,  

and she wodd stay 00 the mg by die door, newr Wancmg dm she was na s u p p d  to p. 

Whsifsnaniv#i,mymQth~tmtaboardkatanei@bor's chickmcaq, ovsrthe 

wiuter. Idai'tknowhwmanywintsrsJdynwoocaRdformthPtmy,becPiiseIdidnot 

have the caacept of years thai. Jocelyn avamially die& an olà, old hm. 



Theotherchi~~notgiveitheIwairyofbsjngboardedoih Befbremyfàmiiy 

moveâ back to the Brick House on 1 15 Street, the chickens had to be kiiled. I did n& watch 

theù actuai beheadiag but my Wer gave me an anatomy lessan afterwards, which Eesved to 

discract me ficm their siaugtaer. As the hem were eviscerated, my M e r  laid out the various 

orgsns: inkshs, heart, liver and crap. ïh is  latter organ was a bag my M e r  wouid cut opeu 

to rend the stones and g r a h  the h m  had eaten that moming. He caplaineci that the hem had 

t o e ~ ~ t a > e s t o h e ~ ~ d u p t h e a f o a t i n t h e c m p .  'IheothaorganIwasshownwasthelong 

tube m which eggs were ibrmed. My mather would explah that part to me as she cut the tube 

to r d  the eggs tbat were enclosed in a membrane but na a sheii. Sometbs wa would go 

iuto the house and she wodd cook the d eggs for me. 

That same day she wouid start to can the chickens m har large blue canner that rattled 

with Stegm fOT hours. 1 recaii the r w  upcm row of jars Wed with pink fie& m the storage 

room downstairs and the saIty,  ehallrytaste ofthe chicken mat. 



My M e r  bought the Eum oftwo hmdred and for& acres baside Lac Ste. Arme m 1933, 

whai he was fifky-two years old, ibr 555 dolIars. He said that at one time the land had 

belonged to the Grand Tnmk Pacific Railway. In Octobar ofthat year, he paid Mr. Laderoute 

275 douars for a log house. Later. he spad andher forty-five dollars m improvements to it. 

In 1934, he wrote m his notes that he broke about fifteai acres in a sedicm called 

'Block F," which he d e d  tu timathy. He also c i d  another nhe acres t h  $4 paying Ed 

Treichel tai doiiars for his work in dearing with bis bulldozer. On S~ptember 1, he vent 

twenty dollars fw seai, twaity d o h  for trees, thirty-fïve dollars for stone and tweaty doUars 

f9r a bed. 

in 1935, he wrote: 

Seeded 9 acres m Block F to barley, had it badly f h t e d ,  

hanrested miy 27 busheis o f d .  



C l d  and broke about 4 acres in BI& A, seed to Legacy Oats 

on May 10, which was damageci by heathg m the stack and ligbt touch of 

hst .  Hamsted 97 bushels. Also planted 10 fnh t m s  ofwhich 9 of 

than Lived. Also seeded Quebec Maple seed which did nat grow, aiso 

plum, apple, cherry, cedar seed. None dit grew. Wd try again next 

year- 



My m e r  had leamed drafüng hm the Inteniasicmal Correspandence School beh~ean 

1909 and 1914, and m 1937, he used his skills to cûaw the W of a d e s  of metidous plans 

ofthe farmyard and fields. The farm is drawn to the d e  done mch to 100 M. Amund the 

house on aie side is a large gardai and beside that is a chickm and goom pai, and aaoss the 

fhnyard are the weU and bam. Farmwsig p a u  for the pigs are logtsd acmss fian a 

clover pasture, and several granaries nt in a kge field ai the dha sida ofthe road seded to 

wheat. An elecûified h c e  surrounds the fields. This was the divmMed Euming operation he 

began d e n  he anis m 6is mes, stiii working as inrgector of electriciry and gas, and going out 

on his himtmg anci river-ôoating expedieim. He managed his fami by hiring extra hdp to do 

the work, but that did not tum out to b dkient. 

By 1937, my fMer had a p p d y  changexi his mind abait the fbasibility ofnmniug a 

full mixed fàrm while sti l l  wo- at his gov~mment job, because he h h d  Clyde S. Sm& 

Auctianeer, to seil some Eum ecluipment and most ofhis animais. Ammg tha items sold were a 

dei& two w a p s ,  a breakmg plow, a w a k g  plow, a gang plow, a bmder, a mower and a 

rake. Amang the anirnals that were çold there was ane buii, one Raie h*, a tiphite-fficed ulf. 

fin COI~PS and ane cow with a bell, two coi&, a soml team with hamess, a sonel mare with 

hamess and a bay mare. 

After tbat year, he wodd direct hu attentim towards grdng certifieci seed, and also 

he would begin bee-keepmg, a vaitturr at which L was successful and which gave! him mu& 

p e d  satisfacti~~. He nates hide The ABC and XYZ of Bee CnlRva bythe AI. Root Bee 

Library thaî, "Arthur J. Cantm, O a o k  29,1937, bnight Alcide Guertin's Bee Hives* 32 

hiXeS." 



My fàther especially enjoyed looking after his bees and tehg peaple d o  came to visit 

aii about them. Even though 1 was d y  a snall girl, he shared his endiusiasm with me. He 

showed me the enIarged cross-sedim of a bee in the anatomy sedian of his book about bee 

cuhre and then he brought m a dead bee which he set ai a w h b  card rmder the lamp. 1 

couiddt beiiem that the tiny body couid hold so many organs and structures and c d d  change 

pollen iDto haiey. He told me about the queen bee, whose anly fundicm was to ky eggs and 

continuaiiy provide the hive with workers; the dnwe who mated with the queen to aiable her to 

lay eggs but thai died &er that; and finaily the workers d o  were reaiiy undeveIoped %males 

who did dl the work and gave their bves to save the hive, ifnecessary. In the spring, 1 was as 

excited as my M e r  whai we went hto town to pick up the shipmmt of bees. 1 got to hold the 

queea bee m her s p e d  wire box with a hard candy at one end diat noUrished ber Mtil the 

workers could fèed her. 

My mernories ofgrowing up on the f8mi m the 1950s are related to the scant of honey 

and clover. nie field of clont that stood beside the fkmhouse had hem planted for the bees. 1 

remember that 1 was tau@ not to be afbid of the bees dia buzzed over the field. My parents 

supplieci me wirb a small pair ofwhite cuvedis, special gloves and a bee-veil so that 1 d d  go 

with my fâther when he wentto check the h a e y  fiames. 



Myfatberwouldprepiveaspecidaui~atypeotbellmaiit~~mebumsig 

material that would make a lot of d e .  When he approachd the h, he wwld pump some 

smdrs~thstopsedi~whichhndths~ofghnmgthebsas.  niaihecaildremovetha 

cover of the hive and puii out a fiame to check if it was fidl of hmey and ready to be exîracted. 

Late summeer was extraction time k r  the hanqr and 1 remanber sitting cm a w m b  

ctiair without a back to watch the process, in vim of my m h e r .  I was not aiiowed to wander 

aromd as there was a lot of machinery and motors m operatim. My m e r  used a &rk-liA in 

fiont of his traaor to iift the fiames up to the sarnd storey ofthe redpaimsd extraction house. 

ûnce they b d  ail ban iifted, he would take out each frame in tum an4 with a special h d  

W, trim ali the wax from the tap ofthe haieycomb. He would place the frames inride a 

d g e  and start the mdor to spm the &unes until ail the hmey had been thmwzi to the edge 

of the h l .  From there, the honey would drain out through the bathm ofthe caitrifiige. As 

the liquid flowed by gravity to the vat a, the fint floor, rny mdhcU had a series ofcheesecioth 

f h r s  arranged h t h e  warmeû haiey to flow through to clam Onail the b' Wmgs and d e r  

debris. Thm the hcmey was nm into big banals which McGaVm7s Bakery b o u e  and used in 

their bread. 

ïhe  air wodd be thick with the scat dhcmey, so that evay breah 1 took brou& a 

touch ofsweetness to the back o fmy  thr4at. Wamed ofthe dangers of mators md belts. 1 

stayed in my chair and watched as the goldm hcmey f l d  through the clah. The p o l i n e  

that powered the cahifuge spimerrd and h e d  out d der  noise as it spwed out 

clou& of blue smoke. 



MyMer iikedtotellthis storyofayoung boywhocametovisitthefbnn 

I w o d d b ~ g i n t h i s d ~ e o f h a i e y t h a t w e u s e d t o a a f  

honeyeomb and ali. We could cake it m a spcxm and spread it on toast and 

such. You how the wax gave it a pleasant taste. Weil sir7 this boy's 

eyes lit up when he saw the hmeyicomb, and he said thaL he loved hmey 

so mu& that he couid eat the whole thmg. 

So Igavehimaspoonand Isaid, "AUngt4 son, ywcaneatas 

much hmey as p u  want. AU of it." 

The boy said, 'ReaIiy, 1 can eat it ail?" He coddn't believe his 

good fbrtune and set out to eat the aitire comb. However, m just a short 

thne, the boy- so satmtedwiththe sweettastethathecouldn'ttake 

d e r  bite and he gave me back the spoan. 

M y  M e r  laugûed every tirne he told this story. 



Whm I was mamied and lived agajn m the Brick House an 1 15 Street, my mother 

fôund a twenty-gallon dnnn of honey le& h the 1950s whm they had kept bees. She rolled il 

out h m  the shadows under the tool bench ofthe garage and said it was a forgotten barre1 of a 

lesser grade. Did 1 want to use it m my baking? When 1 said yes, she took the barre1 home and 

mclted the solid hmey down and scocipsd iL mto a d o m  ice cream pails and d jars. ûver 

the next fiâeen years, 1 used most ofthe darkzolored haney, cm- aip at a tune, to make 

bread. 

M y ,  1 h d  one of those jars forgotien in the buttom of my storage shelves. I 

warmed the har&ned honey m a pan of water ai the stove, and suddaily the distinct meii of 

the two-storey shed wlffed through the house. The sceut braigbt me badc to my days of sitting 

cm a chair thet was missmg its badc and watchmg as my parents worked together amacting 

haïley. 



M e r  leaving the M y  fami whm she was eighteen to puMe a career kt nursjng and 

LiMig m town for the next yean, my mother must have formd it M c  that she manied a 

man who aspmd to be a fàmer. My 6ither notes her reludance to move to the Eum M r e  

they w w  manieci. Neverthekss, she was a h r ' s  wif%, tending a large gardai. k e e g  

chickeis, cows aud bees. She was alsa hown as the num ofthe area, and she kept a medical 

supply kit on han& mduding some morphine, needles and syriages m case soruecme had a 

serious accident with machmery. 

My maher said that my Mer was an impulse buyer of Eum equIpmait. One &y, he 

decided tbt the manun tbat was shoveled out ofthe barn whm the miking MWS were kept 

could be put to g d  use as $rtilizer. He went out that same &y and bought a manw 

spreader. He vigorousiy shoveled manure into it and &ove it around his field. Hawever, the 

machine did nd meet his sxpedations. He parked the implemet m the yard and told my 

mather to c1ea11 it up because he was going to mtum it. 

Perhaps she was tom bebveen the desire tu rebel and to tell him to clean it himsee cm 

the aie hand, and the daerminaticm that the implemeat be rehimed x, tbat they did nat have to 

pay for it, on the aber. She knew rny fatha wodd nat cleau it and that it muid have to look 

iike nsw if they wexe to get theu money kck. She demeci the spmder. 

Forry yean lfter the mcident, sbe stin spoke dit wit& bittemas. The mure  was 

dishibuted by a series of shafts that wem dacl and &y. My m h e r  had no nmn@ water or 

hose bywhich to rime the sha&; all  she had was a bucket and a band pimip la water. She had 

topimrpthewaterandpourbuckets andbucketsoîitdowntheshaAsuntilthe manm 

softened, and she couid s m b  it away. Thea she had to pimp and pour more water to rime h 

htodrherhom~tonnish; h~shoesandddhcs~~slda>veredwahmnidandmanurq 

btztthemachmelookedas ifithadneverbsaiused, andmyMercfroveitbacktothedeaier 

thenerxt* 



My father did not waaî to be JEnply an ordmary -, ha wanted to becorna a certifieci 

seedgniwer. H~wevef~his~togrowthebestseedwsrefra~withdiff icuEti iss .  On 

Augusî 12,1946, shody affa he retked and could s p d  more time working on the $rm, he 

tbis 1- to the Saogudo Seed Grower C o o p m t k  

Gederneq are yai m a posÎtian to bandle the fbiiowing acreage 

of regktemi d grah, field inrpeded and a hewy cmp is expected: 30 

a m  of Ajax Oats; 40 acres of'ihatcher Wh* 30 acres of Thin Barley., 

15 acres of Red W m g  Flax. 'IhLs grain has b e e ~  grown cm land summer- 

Wowed last yem and is reasonably dean. Ifyw can handie this crap Ît 

was my Waii to put aii of t through the âmnmg miii then ship it as 

edy  as possiile afbr thresbmg 9me. What will yni make per 

bushel ai each of this crop? What wiU be the charge for recleanhg and 

other incident&? Please let me bow at your earliest canvenience what 

you can do fbr me. YOUK truiy? A.J. C d .  

ûn November 5,1946, the Canadian Seed Growers' Association back: 



U.G.A. Pona No. 8 

M m ~ o i t u t  BA @rohrem' Aee;nciaiim L. 

2 6 1  B E S S E R E R  S T R E E T  

OTTAWA. C A N A D A  

Dear Sir, 

We regret to inform pou that for the reasons given 

the folloring orop mnnot be registered: 

T i t a n  bbrley - 20 acres. 

T h i s  crop  contains more weeds h l 1  mustard, sweet clover,  
sow t h i s t l e  and ergo t )  t~an is perrnitted unàer the stafld&raa 
for regis t ra t i  on. 

Redwing flax - 10 acres. 

m i s  c r o p  contains more weeds (Chnada t h i ç t l e ,  ai la  cats ,  
lambT s quarters, st inkweed, wild mint , bsll mustard and sweet 
clover) thsn is permit ted unàer the standards for regis tration. 

Ajax ohts - 30 acres. 

This orog wss n o t  isolated in ecaordance with the regillst- 
i o n s  f r o m  a adjoining crap of wheat. Wild oats w&s also 
present . 

Thatcher PLteat - 25 acres. 

T h i s  crop wes not isolated in accordame ait!! the 
regulations f r o m  zin adjoining crop of oats. This crop is 
~ l s a  w r y  weedy with wi ld  oats, sow thist le ,  h a l l  mzstard and 
U m h r s  qurrters. 

Yours vergr t ruly,  



AfteU this reply, my father mate this letter to M.. C.A. Weir, Acting 

Distnd Sqwkor,  Plant Products DMsim, Calgary* Abenta: 

Dear Sir For severai years previous to 1942,I was a member of 

the Canadian Seed Growers' Association m @ standing. Howeverr, I 

hadto~~uptheadivemanagemaitof~e~owingtothehegvy 

amount ofwork as District Impector of Electncity and Gas. 

In I945,I spent over $500 to have the whoie ofthe cuitivated 

area ofthis $rm rummer-fald by two of the neighbors. The work 

was n a  dane to my satisfactiabi but it was the best 1 muid do, This year 1 

did dl the woik myselfand greatiy miproved the look ofthe mil., yet 1 fsel 

i t w i l l ~ ~ n ~ ~ t a r o y s a r s t o b a v a t h i s ~ m f i n t d a s s E h a p e .  

1 am the &y fârmer m m .  neighborhood who plants d y  the best 

seed amilable m the hope that someday my fann wiiî be the best m the 

district. I know thait them wen a fèw patches ofthistles and &ter wee!ds 

but 1 sbail get afbr weedy patches with chernicals etc. and dean iî up 

within the n a  year or M. 

If it is possible to aiiow thir grah to be A d  as registered it will 

be Coasidered a great hvor anci I assure yai that I wiU hliow the 

regulatia as cl0~1y as possible m the fimire. Yours truiy, A.J. Cantin. 

H m m r ,  ai December 24.1946, my Mer d thk repk 

Dear Sir A f k  hîher consideratim and keeping in mind the 

decisim reached by the trsauive Councii a f k  they had reviewed a 

number of appeak, we are n a  prepared to mise the decisicm iu rsnismg 

registratirnmyanaops. Yaintndy* "l%eCmriiianSeed-' 

Associati~1, 



My Mer wouid tell the foiiowing storyto almost everycme who came ta our house. He 

wouid teil them that his choice of wivcs had caused a great deal ofcanf.usi0~1 di of his life. 

F i  he had ben marrieci to Marie-Louises d o  was nine years olàer than he was. As she aged 

and beaune w b h k e d  more rapidly than he did, people wodd a&n ask hïm, T o u r  

In*?" 

The0 when he was in his skties, he manied my mdher. who was m - f i u r  years 

younger than he was. People wodd then a& him, T o u r  &u@er?" 



My fàther7s secand wifb* Lucieme Pagé, was bom m St Albert, Alberta, the e l d  

of thirtesn children, on September 19,1905. Her parents, Felix and Eugenie had beQ marrieci 

in S t  Arme's church m Oüawa, Ontario, cm July 16,1890. In the tsn pars t b y  lived m 

Ottawa, men children had been bom to them. In 1900, *the Ottawa F'm* the hrdy 

àecide to emigrate to St. Albert, m whst was stül known at that t h e  as the Northwest 

Territories, where Felix's older sister Cehe and her husband wete already estabLished 

Eu@ bore six mors childm in St. Albert, mcludmg my m d e r ,  aithough three 

chiidren wodd die m the el- years the M y  iived there. In 191 1, Feiix decideci that he 

wodd take a homestead m the Chauvin area of Aberta to prwide work for his many m. 

This is where my mother grew up, and attendeci Buil Creek Schooi, befbre she dsàded to move 

to Edmonton and became a nurse. 

From 1928 to 1937, she worked m Wainwrigfrt, Aiberta. where she beaime the matmi 

of tbe hospanl. She was an independait woman with a career at a time whai most wamei were 

marrieci and mothers. Her saiary a l l d  ber to take numerous vacations throughout her 

wotking W. The naum she had beeo hired to go to Wainwright in the fint phce was 

because the hospitai wanted a Catholic and Fraich-speaking nurse to be able to communicate 

with the Iarge number of Fmch settiers m the area. H m ,  whai she retumd from her 

vacation in 1937, she âiscovered that the hospita1 board policy had changeci, votmg againsl 

keepmg a Catholic nurse, and so she had been replaced. At the age dthirty-two, aie had to 

movs fkom the town she d d e t e d  home and 5 d  a new place ofqloymnt. 

With numerous letten ofreferenœ, Lucieme decided to apply hr wo* close to where 

her parents had sealed after leaving the Chauvin a m .  She was hLsd at the hospirnl in 

WeSttock,atownaboutnftymiieswrthwestd~ andshodyafkwdsrhebotigbt 

a d house where she Lived wiih hm panirts. They ceI&rated th& Weth wBdding 



ambnaq on Juiy 16,1940, and d of the f a d y  except me sa0 aaaided the occasim. 

Shortly a . r  this, her fàther F e h  was diagnosexi wiîh throort cancer and diexi m Febniary 1941. 

F m  that thne m, Lucienne kept her mcther Eugenie wah her &ce she was the d y  

Unmamed daughter in the M y .  My mother was thirty-five pars old at that time and had 

beei a nurse for fiffeai yean. Li& d e d  mto a routine fbr my mother for the next thre!e yean 

mtii Mar& of 1944, d e n  her cousin Roseawa's husband, Walter Veness, introduced her to a 

widower who was loohg for a wifé. 



'rhestoryofmypareuts' courtshipin 1944wa~madsclaartomewhenIrotmdmthe 

attic sane carbaii copies of Ieâtm rny M e r  hadtyped to his brother and SistarS. The 

correspmdenœ beginri with a letter fiom my fâther's sister, daîed cme manth a h  Marie- 

Louise's death m June 1943, and Coatinues d Septamber 1944, aie mmîh Mre my parents 

married. In January 1944 my $thex wrrte, m French, to his older sister Alexina, and mvited 

her to come and stay with him m Edmonton, because she had ban ordered by her doaot to take 

a rest. These letters are translateci fram the French. 

February 5,1944: 

Dear Alexina. Perhaps it is betbr fbr you to leave aii ywr 

fumkure m M d  but i f 1  were you, 1 would taks a rest of a year or so 

and if p u  canna work peihaps yn> muid have work at home and not 

work as laig h a i n  as yai work in die fictory. ha ifthmgs go weîi 

beoNeei us, yni rnight weU finish yair days with me. 

1 have not yet met a wanian to whom 1 would like to give my 

name. 1 do not believe 1 vmll be mterested m an old marrieci woman or 

rather widow, I want a wifb of 35 to 45 years old and if1 am n& able to 

fhd aie of- age, Alexha, then 1 will remain a bachelor. Your Ioving 

brdher, Arthur 

Febntary 15,1944: 

Dear Sister? You shouid see h m  some ofthe oid widatffers 

aramd h m  behave. Mr. B. 1 believe is maLing a fool a f b l f  and 

anatber who lost his wifé at about the same thne as me, is going out with a 

yolmg-of--fheyeworyoungerpamaPs. Asforrne,upto 

thistime,Ihavendgaiiecitwithanyaie8 Isaidafbrmywifsdiedttiiit 

Iddwtntsiarrybebreayearhdpassdandso I w i l l ~ U w m y  



nnt idea and perhaps I may be single for sevwal ysars. Ifeverythaig 

w e a t w e l l ~ r u , A l e i r i n a ,  andifyniwa~&dtostaywithme,wd,I 

might stay siugie. 1 am @thg used to bemg alme and it is peaaful that 

-Y. 

if you leave on the 234 yai will arrive Sabirday and bave a rest 

tbsr &y. Sunday moming you could m m  Jeanne as she h y s  goes to 

7:30 mass. A i s ,  diem is a dana school not fàr h m  here and maybe you 

and 1 couid leam to dance togeîher. Weil, 1 do uot want to go to ail the 

dances but I wouid like to be abIe to dance a little ifthe Occasion preserrts 

itself. n i a s  aU fw today, 1 hape everything goes weii on ynir trip. Wh 

love to aii, Arthur. 

June 1,1944: 

My dear bmther Philemon. 1 hope diat you are weii and that you 

do oot have any more trouble with y ~ i r  eyes. Al* is doing much 

better but she ceRanity isn't well and I don3 bebm she should retuni to 

her job. Perhaps she would be &ter offtaking work at home. 

Wek old man, 1 am hopmg that if ail goes well, I wiil be married 

ai the 15 or 17 of Jdy. 1 ha- d y  known diis girl for about thme 

manhs but she k very nice and I b e k  her to be worthy to succeecl 

Marie-Louise. For this reasoa, 1 want AleXina to rehmi to Sherbrooke 

befere the xniddle of Jdy, whieh she is not happy about, but 1 believe that 

fivemmihsrerthereislmg~ougb. IbegirlthatIamtomarryisagirl 

d39 years, a nune who was m charge of a hospital for @t years and 

who works now for a doctor m WestIock, 55 d e s  no* uf Edmaoitaa. A 

~ i ~ o i S ~ p l e a s a n t a a d ~ e w h o h ~ ~ ~ h ~ n s l l . r p s r i k s h i g b l y  



of her. 1 h q e  everythrng goes weii behae~ us and that she WU make me 

a goodwifè. 

That's ali fOr today. greetings and love to di, Arthur. 

Juiy 18,1944: 

Dear Rose-Alba, 1 Rcenied your lad letter and I am glad that yai 

are all weil. For us here too, emqthbg is ciass and Alexha will stay 

hem imtil the 20 of August d e n  she wiil rettm home. 1 was to get 

manied last Sahirday but 1 will not marry the girl 1 war aigageci with, a 

bit the huit of Alexha. She diàn't waia me to marry Miss Boisjoli and 

whcn she saw that I was gomg to marry Lucime Pagé she hund that thrit 

didn't make any seme and she made me change my mind. 1 beiieve Miss 

Boisjoli is d a  pdèrable b d y  and also m beaer heaith. Miss Pagé is 

d e r  siddyanddoesnotwant to go aithe EumwithmeandI wantto 

finish myâays on the fium. 

D is more than iikely that 1 will xuarry Miss Boisjoii at the 

beginnmg of September, she has a few hmdred d o h  savings, I dm't 

knw exady h m  mu&. h s  Pa@ a h  has c8rtain saviugs, nd that 

much, but &O wortbwhile. Ifths maiey is avaiiable. Î t  is my imanion to 

repay you as weil as Aiexina. Rose-AIba, 1 am worried about marryin~ 

a@n,Iamahidofmakhgamistake. YouknowthatLhadagoodw& 

and i f 1  took a waman with whom 1 muid not get almg with, thai 1 assure 

yw. 1 wouid not hdthd fismy. Miss Pagé is a girl who is not a beauty. 

butJhel&good;h~~~~~t,shehasherawn mindandIamnin,distwrt 

waildnagetdong. Shewantrtodothjngsherownway,asshehas 

h y s  &me. and her tastes are na the same as mine. Miss Boisjoli has a 



difi%rent kind of charader, somewhat passive. And, my f h t  choice, 

Jeanne wouid not have been the girl for me as she is not tm intelligent 

and 1 thank God k r  haviug kept me sinde. Well, that's about 4 for naw, 

love to di, Arthur and Alexina. 

Septanber 1,1944: 

Dear Sister Alexha, Weil, thmgs are getting complicated, 1 

received a letter fiom a la- about Luciame and Jha wauts damages for 

the trouble and sonw that she had because 1 canceled our weddmg and 1 

redy dm't hm what to do. 1 talked to my niend Dubuc and he told me 

nottoworxy, jwttoanswerthelawyerhabouttwoweed<r butitis 

probable that I wii i  have to pay somahmg. For Emestme, I dm't know 

what wiil happeii yet. 1 am having supper with hm tmigbt at home and I 

wiU tell her the truth, 1 will na hi& mything fimm her. 

Mysoacamt~~eemeétaomandhewasquiteopposedtomy 

marrying Miss Pagé. He said i f p  marry ha,  she wiU make you 

miserable, and p u  wiii not stay with her, look at w b t  she's dme. If that 

doegi't put me m a difficuh position-dy, 1 àcm't know what to do. I 

mi@ have marrieci Lucienne if she hadn't gone to the iawyer but now that 

she shows what khd ofwoman she is, weii, 1 dm't want her. In auy case, 

Imi~havetogotocourt~thataadIhqe8itgoes~~0~thrrt~ 

dbemthenewspaper~toEhow*lrindafp~un&eis. Iamgoing 

to makp a d d m  to the Mœwtmy ofthe Preciais Blood and ask the 

@ s h r s  to pray that everything will p d. Hoping that yw heafth 

is good, your bradier, Arthur. 



September 1 1,1944: 

Dear Sister, Al* I am still a bacheor and 1 dm't know h w  

Iongtbatwilllan. IwouIdiiketomanyEmestjnebutIbelianIam 

losing more thm I am gainùtg. Be carefiil what p u  say in your leeters 

because 1 let ha read diemi and 1 daa't want yn, to say somahmg that can 

be mterpreted in more ways than one. 

1 wander if1 have net let go ofthe substance to grab at shadows, 1 

am not sure yet. I am certain that Lucienne Ioved me enough to marry me, 

the &er me is rather mdifkmt Alexjna, 1 am not a yaung man of 

twenty years and 1 wiii ad wait mddinhely. 

Emestine doesn't Iike me to talk about Lucienne but nmrtheless 

she often asks me questions about her. She says it is cettarmytaking a 

Icmg t h e  to break offwith her and., weU, that is not my fi& if L u h e  

has approached me again which means that she stil l  wents o f  me. 1 was 

happy whai she did CPU me. NO doubt Emestine would make me a good 

wifb but 1 believe that Lucianne W d  make me a good wifb as weU, and 

so I'U have to m m y  aie ofthem to $id out.. Ewrythhg watt weli with 

Maria Louise and 1 beîieve that with a wifé who tries to get almg with me, 

we should have no dii5cuîty. 

Isupposeyaiareal l set t ledmSh~rooh?iaid~yourh~is  

stable. My suitez are aii nilted andthings are gohg weii here in 

Edmantcm. Dont worry about me, evaytbg is gohg weil and 1 skep 

weU.IamnatlaSmganysIeep. Y ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ f w h o t h i n l r s o f y o u , A r t h ~ f ~  



My mother, Luciame, said thî the firsl t h e  that my fàther brought her to see hk house 

m the &y, she wuid not believe her eyes. '"ihis is the Brick Houe cm 115 Stmt?" 

When my &her answered yes, she said: 

When 1 was m training at the General, I used to walk owr hem. 

My brather Romeo worked for Duracher and 1 came to tak to him. I 

watched this house being bu& and 1 admireci the yerandahs on the fiaat. 1 

saw di of it bemig built. I never imaginecl for a manmt thst one day 1 

w d d  corne to live hem ... . 



My M e r  gave my mother a diamand ring with aie large diamcmd and two smali anes 

set at each side. On Manday, Odober 23,1944, t h e  maadu they were orighally 

supposeci to marry, Arthur Cantm manieci Lucienne Pagé m St. Mary's ChUreh in W d o c k  

and gave her the wedding band of gold that matched the engagement ring. A newspaper article 

in the Westlock W-ss described the occasion: 

A quiet but pretty wedding, the bride was channbgly gowned m 

rose crepe with floral hat, veil and gloves of powder blue and navy shoer. 

Her fiowers were roses and carnations in coiors to contrast. Her 

bridesmaid, Isabel Gingras of V i i  wore a lovely gown of gold crepe 

wirh beige bat and gloves, and brown sfioes. The groom was attended by 

Walter Vmess. FoUowing the ceremmy a wedding braalâast was s d  

by the immediate relatives at the home of the bride's mother, a beainifiil 

weddirig cake wuterhg the dameily decorated table. The happy couple 

le& on Monday for a hoaeymoon at Banff. They will reside m Ecfmonton. 



1 famd severd pictures ofthe wedding and honeymoon in a box of loose pichuas. One 

group pidure shows the newlyweds with many of rny mather's M y ,  and my bmther Art and 

his wifb. (Xthe many pictures of die Banffhoneymoon, the pidures of my parents feeding the 

deer, shuws them smiling and happy. 



My pareuts rnake a handsome couple: it is difEcuh to bsliwe that ?hm is twarty-fôur 

yean bctwesn them. I fbmd seved copies of the fond  wedding pichue of the two of them, 

mduding aie wnpped m Christmas paper and tucked away m the battam of my mctber's cedar 

chest. I wonder whom it was intended for and why it was n d  givFn. 

M e n  1 was twelve yean 014 my mdhsr lost her diamond m the Jwimming pool at 

Miette HotsprBigs. Evamially, she had the stane replaced with a pearl, but in 1979 thieves 

broke into her bouse and stole the ring. 



When she married my Mer,  xny mather was a woman who had worked for seveuiem 

pars as a nurse, had her own car, and owned a house in Westiock. She had traded acms 

Cana& several times, had campai throughout Oregcnl and CaMbmia, and had made her own 

decisians throughout her W. Sudddy she fcnmd herseif manieci to a man who beliewd m the 

old Quebec Napoldc Code that said that afbt maniage, a wifé's possessions beaune her 

hus band's. 

She üked to recall my mer's surprise when he went to his lawyer after the haieymoai 

to lay claim to what she possessed and the lawyer told him that my matber had a right to her 

property and he could not do anything without her consent. She held on to what she haci, except 

that she did cash m some savings bon& so that thqr muid b d d  the large kxtchai ont0 the 

fàrmhouse. Hwever, my mdher, whose fàvonte book was Iane Eyre, must haw lost any 

n o t h  of romantic love when she bemme an eatry m my Mer's  ledger book, mder "hccnie." 

And yet, m spite ofthat, she was a pmcticai womaii and res01ved to h a good wife, to provide 

him with a home because he was dune. I believe that my M e r  tried to be a good husband to 

her, having met his match. When asked to compare his two wives, he always said without 

hesitatiun that his second wife was the best, 



Entry in Arthur C e s  "Canadian Pocket Diary" fw January 1,1947: 

I am approaching my first year of rebrement m h munths the .  

1 retired on superannuation on Mar& 29,1946, the &y of my sixty-fiRh 

birthday, and let me teii you that 1 am enjoyhg my work at the fami. Last 

year I had 150 acns in trop. and harmted over 4.000 buJbels al1 by 

myselfwith the Harvester. 1 spent Iess than $200 for help during the 

summer. 1 know that ifyou want to have a job weii dane you have to do it 

youneif, but that was not possible when I was worbg. However, my 

main intention in buying this fami was so that I couid spaid my retimment 

doing somedhmg that 1 enjoyed. Jn that, the fami has giw me much 

satidàctian and cmtentment. 

I have been marrieci to Lucienne f9r over two pars n w .  The 

decision was a good cme because 1 have acquired not anly my own nurse 

and cornpanion, but also a wornan of good business sense. 1 beIieve that 

&ehewülb%eaneto~meoutofdebt~myRtirrmaa. Sheisquite 

content sharing Lifc beeweai the femi and the c e ,  and her mother Eugaiie 

is a woman who knows to mhd her own business. 1 accept her mother as 

my $mily out of respect and duty and I do nat expect any paymeat for her 

room and board, 

ThisyearIwanttoclearabout 10Oacresofbushiand,mostofit 

ex-beaver meadow bumî owr. 1 believe very We work win put it ready 

fwtheplowand, fôrtheheavybush, Iwcpecttondtwotothreethousand 

logs to saw fbr lumber. 1 am toId the bush anmat be broken wÎth an 

ordinaryttactor b d m r  but wiîh a heavy bru& cutter. I am thinltmg of 



d g  a heavy Oliver six fbot tiller with the seed box Wed up with sand to 

give it more weight. I wouid tiüer t once thai go over it with a heavy 

singie disk, then harrow it and again disk ît. My idea is to have a good 

muich thee to fwr inches deep. If 1 can have a reasaiabb amount ready 

in time, 1 am gomg to seed t this sphg to flax as a nurse crop for slsike 

clover, thai harv~st  this clover fôr seed with an AU Crop Harvester. If1 

do this for three or four years, then back set it with an ordmary p l w ,  &en 

a.U the roats shouid be roaed eaough to cause very M e  difficulty for 

plawmg. 

1 remember that wba I was a ynmg boy, my M e r  cl& about 

three acres ofheavy spmce, black birch, maple, etc. and l& the sbimps 

standing. He had to cultivate this with a spring todh harrow and cut R by 

hand and he had a reai good crop of oats. lhat lrmd has hem under 

cultivatim ever smce. 1 wish he could see my land now, and see h m  I 

have fOUoweâ his example. 



Whai 1 was grovving up, 1 noticai thaî somstmies my M e r  did not trust my mother, 

probably because of the &own fictor of all her years as a single w o m .  1 member me 

time when 1 was ai@ or nine pars oid, my mdher had enroUed in a "Dale Carnegie Speikhg 

Course" wkh one of her friends, a nurse. As she waited fOr her fnend to come and pick her up, 

she sat at her makeup table with the mirror pmpped up applying powder and @stick, while 1 

watched. 

My Mer came mto the bedroorn where she was getting ready and he was upset. He 

must have h thinking for a aihile about wtiat to say. '? dm't want you to p out tmight." 

"But I've aiready registered. Regine is going to pick me up. It's a public spsakmg 

m e .  1 thougkt I would like to do th&... ." 

He shook his hger a her to emphasize his words: '1 M i d  you to go and that's 

final." 

In the fia of such niry, she did not reply. A&er a fèw minutas, the door bail rang and 

die had to go dowastain and teli her fiend that she could not go. She did not look at me or 

speak to me. 1 went to my room and sat next to the cage of budgie birds. 1 couid hear her 

sobbing quietly. 1 think &e was doubly hamiliateci in f h t  of me and her fiead, and perhaps 

she reabd that she could na aiways do what she waated. 



Whai 1 was researching my Mer's Ji&, 1 visitsd an old couple Who, Tor as Iang as 1 

could rernember, had lived thres mcets away h m  the Brick House ai 115 Street. 1 asked, as 1 

h y s  did, what they remembered of my paremis. Mr. Tucoqte said that he kiew my M e r  

afta bis fint wife died and he recalled a stoiy that was gomg around at the time my M e r  was 

loakiug for a a. It seams diat three old widowers were tallmig about their plans for the 

fûtme!. nie first one said that he wanted to h d  a woman who was a good a o k  and 

housekeeper and wasn't tied down by too much fhdy; the secaid me said that he was actively 

loobg for a rich widow so he woddn't have to worry about maiey and could travel with her. 

But when they asked my M e r  what kind of woman he was loohg for. he said, '9 want to 

rnarry a woman young enough to have chiidren." Although the &ers laughed at him and asked 

wbatsnr did he want with children at the age of sk&-three, xny fathm was qyite serious. 



Four years a h  my pannts wenr married, when my mdher was fb@* yearr old and 

my M e r  mb)r-~evai, they became expedant parents. My &er had had me miscarriage 

before this, and my fatha must have been femiflded thai ofthe children he had lost with his 

fim wifè. 'Ihe nrst time my rndher went to see the dod~r, he told her, d o u t  m u h g  any 

tests, that &e was eaterhg metlopause because of her age and, therefore, she was na pregeaot. 

In her fburth month of pregnancy she weat back to see him and told him she was hling 

IM]VBII~- and to recansider bis diagaosis. 

1 was boni on October 2,1948, at the General Hospital, and my M e r  and 

grandmothm had to retum to the fami because them was a lot dwork lefk to nnish h d g  

the gadin Mn, the major fiosts arrived. Ooe dthe memeutos I hava ofthrir tmoe is a 

my grandmother wmtcr to my m d b a  m the hospital. She d e s a i  h m  my M e r  is hdmg 

the work in the fields and how his w Art and hk $mily have corne to dig the patatoes. She 

saysmyfabaklookingaftsrherverydbeca~seLmal<esthepom~mthemomaigaad 

sets the table, piachg an orange for her aa the plate tRah the piuing lmife beside 1 

Whai my mother came home fran the hospita1 with me, my Mer had arnnged to take 

me to the church with his son and &u@r-m-law and have me bzqtued. He told my mother to 

stay at home and fecuperate. She did n d  waut to stay at home, but he inoisteci and she spoke of 

this with bittemess evm forty ycars later. Y&, perhaps my Wer did n d  mtandto be cruel. In 

Quebec, traditianslly, the newbom was carried to church by a woman caiied a 'porteuse," so 

that the baby couid b baptkd, leaving the mother to recuperate at home. As weii, in the 

1900s when my fither first had chilclna, the moitality rate dmEmts wss hW. He may have 

waffied a b  my nwival because of the boy and girl he had 1- and PO wmtd to get me 

baptized ss roai as possible. 



'ïhere is a picture takm ofmy @er and me, ai November 2,1948, when I was me 

m d  old. It is a black and white picture, hastily taken because half of my fkther's head o w  

his ears and half of me side of my faoe is missmg. He is holding my back and head with bis 

left hand so that 1 EIce hrm, wMe his right hand supports the rest of me. 1 am lookmg ri@ at 

him and he appears to be talking to me. He is holding me in the same way he held my brother 

in the omate oval picme taka in Lowe& Massachusetts, thirty4ght yean before. The man 

who holds me k an older Mer,  his body fdied oid, wearing a white shirt with me buttm open 

at the coUar. In the background ofthis picture is a viuyi and alumiLlum chair from the 1940s 

and two cushions that 1 recognize because 1 stiil have the coven. 



~~1)~myfath~thinlringasheganddosDnatmeso~y,his~dcbild,ban 

to him in his old age? There must have besn the surprise of=, and a certain anxiety as he 

wmdarrdifhetRnildseeme mtoaduhhd Bythetime1wa.s bom,my~ernolongerkspt 

nutes in his "Canadiau Pocket m." Perhaps smce he was mhd, he did not h d  il aeaosary 

to keep a nmniag accoimr ofhis travels and expaisas and so 1 have no wrirtai acMmt of what 

he thougbt. There is d y  a comment my mdher m m e  of my birth amouncemerrts, that 

was r e d y  rehimedto me, th he was a "proud Daddy." 

Forty years later, whe I cleaned out my mother's house afkr her deeth, 1 openeci the 

greai Bible that rny fhîher had bu@ afbr his fht wi& died. bide, my M e r  had kept fair 

of my Father's Day cards to km, al1 with the ciab w&en an them. One of the cards was 

insaibed by me, 'To Papa, Happy Fadier's day. From ynir M e  girl." 1 thmk b&g my 

Eithermusthavebem mipo~tohmi;tohavesavedmycardsniggestsasmu&. Iam 

touched bythese mementos and 1 wmdez if he knew that I loveci him, or were we perpetuaiiy 

divided by the chasm of pars between us? 



Myp- todt two ePdenave Pips widi me m the early 1950s whm 1 was three and 

fair years ofd: me to C W m i a  and the d e r  to Eastern Cana& and then h m  to Fiorida. 

These rn pSmaps my mer's trips m retinmnent. My memones are biurred ofthis time, with 

orange groves, the bells of Capisûano, and a pi- of me m an apmi standing next to a 

fonnally set table, the d y  chüd m a group 0facMt.s. For all I hm at the the,  Otange, 

C a r n i a  d d  be samdere near Fort hudedde, Florida, &ch could b next to 

Sherbrooke, Quebec. How d d  those distances we traveled for hours be simply a h e  ai a 

rnap? 1 had my blanket, with the coloured puf6 sewn ai to it, and a pillow, and 1 slept curled 

upunâerthedashboardoftheNash. WheiIwasn~rsleepmgIbadtoPirmtbefrorit~eatand 

look straigbt ahead because 1 was fbquaitly car-sick. 

After we retumed hane, mypareuts spoke ofthese trips o h .  My mother waild 

bring out two large coconut sheiIs sa& m which she kept stored next to the world globe 

m tap of the oiik bookshe1ves m our suite at the Brick House on 1 15 Street. These were nut the 

small sort of caconuts bu& at S h y ;  rather, these were the size of over-idated 

bask&alls, the outer mclosure~. My panmtr muid tell the story of h m  trained m d e p  in 

Rori& chbed up the trees and threw the big zbeils d m  ai the gnnmd. At d e r  times, my 

mdher would take out boxes of seashelis ofail shapes and s ias  and amaze our visiiors with the 

-yY Wheievet 1 had to brhg somBthmg interestmg to schooi, 1 would brpig the colledim of 

sheils, canfuly laid out m a wide box lined wah cottm batfmg. 

For yem aftcawarb, 1 heard the $milipr Stones ofthe lmg trip to Florida and through 

the States: dhow my Mer went to drhk at a &untain m the deep American South that ha 

didn't r e a b  was marked "For Colored Only.'' A black man calied hmi sride and in a £tiencl& 

~ é r t o ~ d h S n h e c a i t d h P n ~ ~ a r s v r m ~ d i f m y o n e h r d s e e i ~  

Another story my pararts d d  tell was abaca the time they were imited to see a mal 

memiaidnear CI~arwatet Bearb, FIorida. The spid musihave kQ d c n i g  beeauseihey 



&ove ouî of their way to see the d d  and paid a dollar bwnty-five to aiter the taat whm 

she was. '% was a joke," my mother said, "Smiply a woman wearing a kind off& td." 

They iaughed that they were taken in so easily. 

1 remember that my M e r  fed the seagulls an the beach fiom a d bag Wed wÎth 

pieces of bread He had a gaitie way of coaxing ail kmds of bu& to anie and eat from hU 

hand This is a picture of my m e r  and me at San Juan Capistmo, where he is feeding the 

dom: 

My own mementos ofthe trip, the d o m  of '%Me Goldeai Book," are dibauly 

h s c r i i  with the iocatim and the date ofpirrrbase. One ofthe books is fkm F a t  Myen, 

Florida, where my hihm visited the Iaboratory d a  man he greatly admired, Thomas Eciison, 

who had mvadedthe d&c light bulb. In Lucas, Ohio, we also d e d  upan me ofmy 



Mer's fâvonrS wntsn, Louis B d e l d .  My Mer diatted with him 6r half an hotu while 

rny mdher took my pichue attmg an a wfought-ira bench in the man's garden. 

What 1 member is piaying with m e  8at metal k h  and a magpet an a fiYimg pole. 

As I Lay am a couch, dangbg my fisbg line, 1 lost my balance and slid a extaidhg aie b d  

to catch myself. bfbrtunateiy, 1 I my band ai one ofthe W. 1 rernemberthe sezring pain 

and h m  much 1 bled. My par- wanted to throw out the toy but 1 iiked it and they relented. 

The metai nsh dl exists at the battom ofmy dresser drawer and 1 still bear the curved scar, 

my souvenir, on the side of my haad. 



Beghmhg 9 1952, mrmy things would change for my Wer, who was now Seventyae 

yepn old Part ofthe Eum cm the shores of Lac St Anne was subdMded Pito lots to be sold to 

catbgerswhoarantedasummerplaceatthelake. ûvertbenextf&myears,allofthehnn 

would be divided, a piece at a the ,  and sold My M e r  kept four l a  near the w d s  at the 

end ofthe dwsr field whem the bess used to fly, and he built a new cottage ofpiywood and 

siding in 1956. 'The old hnhouse, &at had b e a  b d î  m 1933 for 275 dollars was sold ag& 

my mdhsr's wishes. hi a h v  years, the house, wiîh die new kitchen my m e r  had paid for, 

b w e d  down. 

In 1956, my fàther Commissioned Mr. W.T. Usher, a land survey0r7 to give an 

evaluaîion report ofhis land. The report was as tollows: 

This property coosists of 248 acres and is located 6 miles fiom 

Gunn and one mile hm A k t a  Beach an Lac Ste. Anne. The soi1 is a 

black loam to dark bmwn day loam about 12 inches c b p  m a &y 

nibsoil. Ibere is m y  We sand acept in the North-WBSt corner, an area 

ofhm or three acres and there are no sûmes to sp& of There is a good 

weii about 20 f#c deep wilh lots of-. 'Ibere are approlrimately 205 

acres under cult.ivaticm of which 80 acres is seeded down to sweet clover. 

me fami has na km well worked and while the Iand is nat particulariy 

weedy except for stink weed, it has not bem productive the last few years; 

m fict iast year we understand the retum âan the aop wu $191 aad tha 

taxes fOrthesamryearswereS186. 

The bddiugs &ofaaneandahalfstoreybmehw~q 

shingle roof. brick chixxmey, 24 by 167 aud a one story h m e  addiria 

mbberaid roof. 24 by 12; a two story firama a d  log bam, shmgle roaf, 35 

by 45; a log and &me and workshop, 32 by 22, wirh a fiame 



addition, 14 by 22; a fhme honey house, shingle me 12 by 16, two 

fiame portable granaries and pimip ho=. Buildings are M y  old and 

not in good condition. 

This property has been appawtly fkmed by rentes for a number 

of years but they had very M e  interest in making mmey fbr the land 

owner and the land is not in good shape, and d e  a umsiderable amount 

wuid be put m crop thû year, yet most ofit needs worlcing over before 

croppmg. 

Twaity yearr after buying his fârm and tm years a h  tetirMg, my ffther watched his 

drsam disappear. By 1967, the year he dieci, al i  of the land had been divided as lots with me 

large part sold as fimiand. 'Ibat year as weii, the summer village that grew up h m  his land 

was d e d  'Val Quentin," the name he bad given his fârm m 1934: "Quentm" was an old 

French spehg of the name "Canh." By 1978, the log bam, the garage and workshop, and aU 

the extra buildings w d d  be dismantled or bumed d m .  



In 1960, d e n  I was twelve yeam old, my Mer tried ta write his biography. He was 

-aine years old at the time but sOill m good health m spite of the mild sûokes. He gft up 

one moming and annmced at aie bmkfàst table tbat today he aras gomg to stPrt d g  the 

story ofhis lifè. The ikst thing he did was take the bus downtown to find the newest 

technology. an eigbt-track Philm tape recorder. He wanteti to didate his ün ai tape and thai 

have somme type it. But he mus& have found it difficult to dictate hîo the machine because 1 

have not found any tapes ofhis voice. He did wrile a hr pages though, m one of my schoo1 

scribblers . 

Februasy 23,1960: Am I Wise m puthg this m d g ?  It is my 

mteotian to wriLe my own lifê m writmg or cm a recorder f b m  the time of 

my birth to the time ofmy death. 

1 was bom in Weedon, Quebec, on M d  29,188 1, and baptized 

at the church of St. Janvier which b d  down several years ago, 1 have 

b e e ~  to Wedan d y  twice since 1 came to Ecimontoa in Apd 1908, the 

first the ,  and the miin tawn has been moved from its original 1OcaSion 

since thaî time. 

In about the par 1908, I waotsd to go into hydro-elecbnc 

co~structim. 1 had experimce in telegraph snd telephme, 60 1 left the 

New Enghd Telephme and TeIegraph and took a tra i~  for the end of the 

C9.R line noah âCaigary and came to Edm-. 1 got hem abau the 

end of April. The telephanes m Alberta were ray poor, only me liie and 

abotbtmtelephmewbscriirs soIwashired byaaE@i&mdo 

hm ndhing about the business and be gave me the job oftnfnc 

mauager. Mynntjobwastomaketheratescheddebasedcmche 

d i s t a n c e ~ d i e t o w n s .  Itookthelinedistauoewhichwouldhave 



been f5.r. The rate for a telephaie in Edmantm was a dollar Hky and the 

poorest management that couid be put together. Then a graduate fiom 

Qum University 0fûnta.ri-g a protiégé ofthe pfesident of Alberta 

U n i e w a s  hued, and a proeégé of S U o  was not so h0t-a 

thejobofDeputy Ministwand kwas thentbat Icouldnat see anyjustice 

being dane to me so 1 decideci to go back down east. 1 tmk work with 

Midland Cmsûuction ofToronto, erecting eaginmr on general 

cunstructim. 1 held the job fôr about two years. 

I have seaa the saskat&- River in flood whem a grawl train 

had to be kept on the bridge with two mgmes to be nue that it would not 

drift away. kwas the secmd flood ofthe river in about 16 yean. The 

fint flood came m 18984899 and today yni can see the mark where the 

piers wem miseci about 6 fkâ, thai agah a n d e r  18 mches to 2 féet, just 

recentiy dei a seccmd bnâge adjoining the old me was built. During the 

flood of Jme 19 15. as said previously. the old Low Level bridge was m 

danger of bemg washed away. 

A prophet has no standmg in his home town but 1 p d *  another 

flood within the next fsw years. The rsgscm is that as the land is cleared 

for niltniation, the paphrtrees, that shed the Ieaves that & a mulch 

and hold the water at spring r u n e  are cut and the water h m  the 

meitmg siow fiows diredty iuto the river. 'Ihese excessivie 0oods ocair 

thna times iu a cenbiry, accordingto W d  W. Mead, profsssor of 

Hydrology, w m  unnie*, basedm negdy200 rivers' 

memmmnt Bytbisitdoeznatmesnttiatthefldisexa~antime. 



nie18maybetwomarrimumflOOdSonlyahyearsapartthaaamuch 

langer perd M r e  the nad flood. 

1 studied hydrology for possibly 35 pars and spart over $5,000 

ofmy owa time and maiey with the idea of promothg an Alberta Hydro- 

electric system but having no higher educatim, 1 did n d  carry e~ougb 

in£LuencetowtÎtup. Metokyouagagah,thereanroomanythingsthat 

couid be done. 

Afier writing a faw more times about his h-g expriaices, my Mer gave up his 

prajed. My m d e r  did na e~courage him, beiittiing his attamipts. She asked, who d d  want 

to read about hk Lifa? He had been smiply a civil servam; there was nathmg d b l e  about 

him. Pdaps  she cunvinced him that it was useless; pehps he famd it too ciBi& to 

continue. 1 ke to thmk that he started writing the second biography for me, just as he had 

wdkm the ikst one h r  his m. 





On Juiy 17,1957, when 1 was eigbt yearr old, my mother, age *+ne, redved  a 

letter h m  the secretary ofthe "Associatiun Canadienne des Educateurs de Langue fiançaise," 

or ACELF, mvirmg her to a luncheai honoring h piameer womeo. The recretary, Falher Jean 

Patche, infomed her that she had beai chosen as the dean of Franco-Albertan nurses; that is, 

she was the first Franco-Albertan bom in this province to graduate as a niuse. 

The others hcmored at this co~lveation of Canada's Fm&-spealang ducatimalists, 

would be MIS. Phydima Joly7 89, of St. Paul, who had 287 living descendants7 Rev. Sister 

Marie Alphme, 66, a pianeer teaching sister, Mm. Maxim Desrosien, 91, a pimeer mother, 

and Mrs. lean-&j1&8 DoIhagary, 55, of St. Albert, a pianeer teach. MIS. Valerie 

Boulanger would make the presentatims of rwary beads and a i g r a d  prayer books, and 

Saiator Marianne Jodom ofûüawa would congratulate the womai. 

Ou August 14, my mother had her pichire taken seved tirnes in her new marm drass 

with a camtim corsage. At the Iuncheaai, my mdher sat at the head table. A h r  the 

prasaaatcms and short biographies ofthe hmored guests, there was a break for a h minutes. 

AU of a sudden, my fiither stood up and walked b$Md the head table, making his way to the 

microphone. He wanîd ta speak to the c r d  gathered there. People tumed to look and 

whispered ammg tbemselves wMe 1 shrank m embanassment. Evm though 1 was yomg, 1 

knew th* he was jedous of all the attention my matha was m g .  

Justintane, mymothersawwhatwashappaiingandshenoodup quicklyandtodchis 

arm and spoke to him qyietiy as she piiued hmi back, away fiom the microphone. Th~hai she 

W e d  back wiih him to our table, coally, as ifthere was m g .  He sat back down. 

What clid he wanî to say that &y? Did he want to speak abouî his üfq hio plans for 

hyQoelecûic developmeü, his experimœ ofbeiug a Frmch-Canadiaa m the-? Pehaps it 

was di ofthose thitigs; p e s  it was nme. My m d e r  never spoke diî again, nor did my 

&ber. 



ûccasicmaiiy m the 1960s. my M e r  w d d  pick up the phone and ask to speak to a 

Msmber ofthe Legislativa AsJembly or othetr govemment office. He woald stand close to the 

waU phone, tumed away h m  the kitch- n e  to the buad aa which he wouM place his notes. 

He would speak quietiy, as ifhe did not want my mather and me to hear h h  speaking about his 

ideas for dams througtiout Aberta. The maii at the &er md ofthe h e  wem polite, because 

they wouid listes as he axplained his project m grea delail m the rambling way of an old man 

reminisciug to himeIf. In most cases, tbey wouid dedine his offer fbr h h  to corne and see 

them with his plan. He would say, h y s  patidy, 'Yes, of course 1 understand diat you are 

busy and diat you have no tàne in yau appointment book nght now. I'll be awaiting y u  

phone caiï. Yes, I'm available. Thank you very much for ynir the." 

My mother wouid shake her head then and reproach him fpr dishirbiag the mai who 

bad no interest in what an eiw-yeardd man had to Say. He w d d  reply with an abrupt, "I'U 

phme whasinn 1 pIease," and then @er up his nftes and go badc to the den deret the de& 

and papes mm. 

The last time he spoke about bis hydro-elednc plan was an M y  7,1962, w h  he 

phmed an Edmanton Journai reportsr who came aud intmiewed him for a human interest 

story. 1 remember that my m d e r  was atmoyed tbsc he had bothered saiirwne R e  tha I was 

@g througb the typical teenage embiirrasmmt period, féehg that eveqthhg my par~nrr did 

refiectedonme. XdioddhawbmorsiidenaedmwhaSmy~8~waildsoy,bidmdyI 

was biemtd in the mxt dance at sdiool and whether or not 1 shouid wear high heeis. 

My~amettt i~1edtodieJodreportathathehadhadaptPnfortheh~ 

electric~opmentoftheproWnœbutthahewas fxcedbyhis bosses a t t h e h i d  

govsmmnrtodmp îhepknbecausetheywerealannedathis meddünginprwvincialafnins. 

~ e r p d r e ~ a b o i d h U ~ , g r o w i n g r i p m ~ , m d E i n g b t h e t a r d ü e m ü l s , ~ d y m g  



h g h  correspo~deaca school and d g  west. He spoke of his work as electncd inspecâor 

and ofb-g the fàrm m the 1930s. He was probably delighted to ha= wmeme b to his 

lifé story, 

Whai the article came out, it was placed m the finauciai setctiaa of the newspaper. 'Ihe 

reporter stressai that my Mer's mvestmemt m the Eum was now a source of mcome, as the 

la& were being sold. The angle ofthe story was that a wise in- could reap bai& for 

years tocome,eveak~rt .  



Whai I was mdeen pars old and m p d e  elam, 1 took a creative wntmg course. 1 

bade~1jayedwritmgiamyyean~GrandniSdi~~~compOmngstonc~wa~aaBnpoaPnt 

part of leaming Fretlch. For a hi@ school short story ccntaJt. I wrote a dory d e d  "ScarIet, 

ScarIet" about a yomg girl who is the fOster child d a  bdly  woman named Edith w b  also 

lwks a f h  hm elderly M e r .  The old man is very kiii and has a buhy beard which must be 

looked afbr by his caqivers. 

One wedmd Scarlet is left aime with the old man and she decides that she will stay 

withhimjudiaigaiou&tosisurshewülkdnghSImdtbeishewiu~naway. Butasshe 

watches the old men, who nds out articles from nsaispopers about hydro-elecüicity and pastes 

thermcarefulyinhis scrap~sherealuezthathehassnimsnstthrahasnbbbendinzinished 

by old age. She sees the gold watch he was aardtd  for workmg at the same job for thirty-five 

yearsandistemptedtostealit,butshe~annot. 

She makes soup for lunch and watches as he stniggles na to spiii any on his shirt 

becausehishandsaresbaky. Fmally,&e~aiipaniiteswithhmiaibaihe~~gdup~:omhis 

roclring chair and she pees how he is trappeci inside a Ming body. She is femmded ofthe look 

of a wounded deer that her own father had hunted once, a l a g  thne ago, and she decida n d  to 

nm away. 

1 dicfn't want my Wer to nad it, but he did when it was published m the school 

ysarbook. He said the story was about him, wasn't it, except that he didn't have a bead? I 

saidno. Henoddedandsaid~itwaswrygood+ 



In my f'ather's lad year oflifé, he stayed d y  m hir pajamas and dressing gawn 

because t was ditfa& for him to h s .  He was eiw-five yem old. His body had &ed, 

and though he trieci to waik straight as he h y s  had, his posture was sligbtly stooped. He 

wore bedroom slippers and waiked with short shtûEiing m s ,  advancing mches at a tirna. 

When he ate, he spilled things often cm himseIfl and to save some &tins and laundry, my mdher 

msisted that he wear a towel around his neck. He laughed quietly about this and tried to joke 

about his '%ib." 

My M e r  at eighry-five and me at eighteen 



One &y m the sunrmeer of 1966, after ensuring th my fàther had had a good lunch and 

that he wouId read fOr a while m the rocking chair before he took bis afbmoaa nap, my mother 

and 1 decided to see a movie. When he saw us pre~aring to leave, he said, 'Wait for me. Help 

me dress and I'ii go with pu." 

"No, Arthur," my mother said. 'We're gohg to be late. The movie starts m half an 

hour." 

Y want to go. Just help me for a minute." He pushed himself out ofme rocking chair 

and tumed to go to the bedroorn. 

My mother sighed. "You hm you can't corne. You know ir's too fàr to walk." 

My f'ather's fhce assumeci a set errpressicm, the way k did when he was diggmg m for a 

long fight. He retorted angrily and my mother lost her patience. As they ;ugued, 1 went 

outside. 1 didn't want hmi to come either. L was an argument 1 knew he couid not Win. Then 

my maher came out, Locked the door, and we left. I did not q a t h i E e  with him then, or thmk 

abad how he must have ièit: not wanted, c O a f r U  with hîs idhnhies. My iniag% ofhirn m 

those days is ofhis fice, imshaven every second &y, with his look of apology for bemg weak 

aad old. 



Most ofthe pictures that 1 have of my m e r  and me were takeu w h a  I was miall for 

he was the M e r  of my chiIdhOOd, 1 4 VMdly thaî picture of us m the field and his gazîng 

at the tiny Hungarian Partridges m his han&. 1 remanber the biazing sun and the scratchhg of 

the straw on my legs and wmdering why 1 had to stand baside my Mer.  Only reeaaly have I 

undsrstood why the Mmgarian Partridges were important and why he wodd want to have his 

picture taken with them. 1 read an m t e ~ e w  with my fàther about his work as the Uispector of 

Electrjcity and ûas, aihich was published m the Cal- H d d  m September 1928. He spoke 

a h  hm the nimiber of electrinty meters had doubled in one year's the, meaning that more 

and more electricity was behg uJsd 

The article cantinued: 

Mr. Cantin, who is an dusiastic nimroâ and fisberman, is 

daply hterested in the muervation of fish and game, k g  a member of 

the executive CO- ofthe Alberta Fish and Game PraLective 

Association. He was asked by the president, Dr. RF. Nichoil, to 

establish branches whsrewr possible m ceutrai and northern Alberta. 

The a h  of the association, he said, is to ioaill regard for the 

exkthg game laws and to brhg new species iuto the country. It was this 

associaLian that imported the Hungarian Partridge a hw years aga 

My Mer wauted his pichm taken m his field ofhay with the baby Hlttlgarian 

Parüîdges that he had bail mstnmiental in brin& to Aiberta thirty years befbre. 





To the end of& life, my Mer's books were his nuihnil companians. He read about 

people, wsn, philosqhy, astrc~omy, religion and healtIi. He read as if every voiume was 

U n p o i t a n r ~ h i m , a s i f i d e a s w d d ~ y s b d t o h i m , ~ a ~ h e I m ~ ~ t h s ~ d  

his iife was clos@. 'Ihe last book 1 reaiernber my M e r  readmg aras a two-diousand page 

tome caiied The Rise and FaIl ofthe 'Ihird Reich, by Cornelius Ryan, which he did nd have the 

time to finish. 

That is what made the deepest mipression ai me: his que& for Ieaming imtil the last 

momerrtofhislifé, Hismtenseloveofbookswastrançférredtome,andIhave~~ugtrtmy 

ffther's approval throughout my own Ii6 as 1 have read and studied M g  was so 

important to me that 1 want to my chsm*try lab m the day ofhi0 fûnerai. And now, hty-fhr 

y e m  after I fht enrolled at imiversity, 1 am writing my thesis about him, a b k  for my fathet. 

How do you h d  a father between the lines of writing? Perhaps he has become a 

charader in his own W, i i f q n r c c n r t n i c t s d  by his M d .  My Mer ù the stories and images he Ieft 

bPhmd: an iniperfsd masaic of past and pmsmt, pie& togedIer h m  the words he Id me: 

Weedon; 

Manchester, corner of Elm and Central; 

Marie-Louise, la praniéve fanme à Papa; 

Arthur, Junior; 

Lawrence and Lowell; 

krtemasialal corre~p~ldaim Scboois; 

Teiephony and Telegraphy; 

Grand Tnmk Pa&c Railwax 

m E l c i t r ,  



Moimtain Park; 

Paistock, Turbme, Gaiefator, 

Sheet Ice, Frad Ice, Anchor Ice; 

The HE.; 

Lac Ste. Anne; 

Lucime; 

Titan BarIey, Redwmg Fiax, Ajax Oats; 

S w  W e ,  Semkweed; 

Bees and Clover; 

The Brick House an 1 15 Street 

Papa 



After the Christmas of 1966, my fathers's health began to decline rapidiy. Hir body 

was no longer at bis commane ha was beconmig hcontinart, the nnal mdignity, meaning extra 

work for my mdher, and she was tired and mipatiait. He awoke in the middle ofthe ni@ ai 

January 26,1967, because ha was not weii, aad my d e r  had to phme the *a. She 

arkedrnetopleasecomeandatwithhim IwasresemfulbecauseIdidnotwmttoseemy 

fàther a. He sat slumped at the side ofthe bed and looked up once at me and th- shook his 

heaà, understanding h m  1 &k. 'Tm sony," he said. "My dm." 

M e r  a brief stay at the Gened Hospital, m the old Franch-Canadian neighbohood he 

had lired in fbr thirty-eigkt years, he was moved to St. Joseph's Hospital an Whyte Aveiae. 

The fim time 1 walked m and srnelied the hopetles~ess, 1 recailed emythhg my parents had 

said about the place: thst hm, no me looked forward to tomorrow. 1 was in ht-year science 

at univefsity, busy with labs and lectures, but 1 weat to see my fàther every day. He was on 

the edge ofconsci~~gless and appeared to be sleeping ail the time, but I would try to wake him 

by duking him @y and sa* "It's Marie, I'm hem Y s  ynu little girl." 

He wouid reply, 'Uans. Ys," and s~ueeze my hand Then he w d d  sleep agaia, and 

ail 1 d d  do was nt and look at the tranquil, dent form ofmy Eatheq wuho had slmdea hgm 

laid over the sheets. h stnick me that these were not the han& d a  ber but rathm the 

saisitive han& dcme who Jhould hold a psn or a paiatbNSh. 

1 beiievedmdiepowraofdocror~ andmedicines, butasthe&yswa~tbyIbecame 

angy with everyoae who was looking aftetr him. Why couldn't they give him a utedicine to 

maLe him wake up? Why didn't they giva him antiiidcs and aire his pneumonia? One ni@ 

they movsd him into a porch wheze ha couid k ai- and whai they moMd him bock to 

his rbarsd r o m ,  1 was augry again. Dih't he deserve more &denith? 



As his breathmg becsime more bôored and he inhaied through his mautb, 1 would take a 

glycarin and lawn preparation and swab his @S. Ahhou& he was uncanSCious at the the, he 

d d  close his mouth for a momeat imd his pudrerPd npreSSion indicated that the taste was 

quite sou.. 1 waadered why the swabs had to be so bitter, instead of sweet, and so give the 

dymg aie iast moment ofpleasure. 

On Febtllitry 10,1967,I phaed the hospital f f i r e  gohg to ses him and the nurse 

idbmed me, in a level vois, as if she m m  t e h g  me the time, that he had passed away just a 

few minutes before. And as easily as a h spoken words, a life ended. 




