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Abstract 

Sense of place is the tenn most commoniy used to descrik the collection of 

meaniugs, beliefs, symbis, values, and feeüngs that hdividuals or groups associate with 

a Iocaüty (Wfiams & Stuart, 1998). As a conceptual fkamework, sense of piace offers a 

holistic and contextual avenue to gain access to deeper derstandings of peopbplace 

relatiooships. Places are concrete physical locations that become centres of feL value as 

people interact and become acqyahted with the landscape. This study focuses on the 

stnse of place of residents of Strathcomi County, Albcrtk The research asks the 

question: How do selected residents of Straîhcona County articulate their views on sense 

of place is generd and in relation to Strathcona County in particular? Twelve in-depth 

inte~ews were employed to gain a deeper understanding of the concept of sense of place 

of selected individuah nom Strathcoaa County. The study was based on the exploratory 

nature of the mterpretive hermeneutical hmework. The interview begm with broad 

place-related questions and then the discussion focused on Strathcona Co- and nattirai 

places specificaiiy. 

Sense of piace for the selected respondents of Strathcona Co- denoted a sense 

of CO* and weiI king in place, whether that in intimate or fàraway places. However, 

the intapretive process required dehring deeper mto the phnomnon m order to mcover 

some of the reasons that comprise cornfort and weIL k i n g  in place. To anaiyse the data an 

oppositional fhnework was used to "set up" and expose some of the g q s  that exist m 

this kind of o r g ~ o n a l  hmework. In many cases, respondents tailceci about 

somahing in dation to wbat it was not Therefore, the bimy ailowed me to aitegorize 



responses, and then work, m my interpretation to expose the middle ground, with the goal 

of placmg these ideas on a contmtnun- 

The chapters are orgmhd hto themes that reflect a binary opposition structure. 

Chapter Four deals with the rehtioaship between public and private spaces. This 

discussion mcludes an mterpretive d y s i s  of the interview data focushg on individuai 

speces and social spaces, specincally community places. Sense of place is both personal 

and shared; it is both private and public. Howevet, these are not two separate entities. 

They are o h  blumd, as people are contindy moving between people and places, both 

aione and with other people. Chapter five focuses ou the opposition of urban and Mal 

space. This discussion included issues of danger and safety in places, inclusive and 

exclusive places, and places characterized by sameness and diffierence. 

Chapter six examines urban and nual spaces, lookhg specificaily are rootedness 

and nemes, nostalgia, modernity, and ad& and chüd rehtionships with place. It is 

commody thought that sense of place is based on length of residency in a place. In many 

cases, the data reffects this; however, there are exceptions to this d e  that are ciifficuh to 

theorize as of yet, for instance the experience of youth cuhures in place. This chapter 

demonstrates the complexity of length of residen and how it impacts seme of place. 

Chapter seven addresses local and non-iocd leisure and how these effect sense of 

place. Leisure and trawl nprwent two important ways in which place influences the 

imagination and h e d  exwence. This chapter was particulariy interesthg because it 

emphaased the important role that leisure experiences have on place experiences. 

Leisue, whether in the home place or away, has a considerabIe impact on thc lived 

expalence. In k t ,  the very process of mvhg through space impacts sense of place. 



Places constitirte comte focal points where natural forces, social relations, and 

human meanings ovalap (Williams & Pattema, 1994). These nieanings can be 

inteptecl into th- and practice to Ïnfbm recreation and k i m  studies, as weii as a 

e e t y  of fields such as conmiUnay development, u r h  planning, cultural geopphy and 

others. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTlON 

A, An Introduction to the Research 

Edward Relph (1976) d e s  that we Iive, act, and orient ourseIves in a world that 

is richly and p r o f o d y  Min t i a t ed  into places, yet at the same time, we seem to have 

a meagre understanding of the constitution of these places and the ways in which we 

experience them Places are concrete physical locations that becorne centres of feit value 

as people mteract aud becorne acqiiainted with the landscape. In this way, 

undifferentiated space becomes place when we endow it with value (Tuan, 1977). 

Embedded with meanhg and symbolism, places reflect the people that live, work, and 

recreate, in a particular geogrephic location. Likewise, m t d  fatwes and the unique 

qWies  of place influence people and become intertwined m sharcd social and cubai 

ways of knowing and understanding the iived world. 

Sense of place is the term most commoniy used to descrri the co1Iection of 

meanings, beliefs, symbols, dues,  and feelings that mdividds or p u p s  associate with 

a locaüty (Wüüams & Stuart, 1998). As a conceptuai h e w o r k ,  seme of place offas a 

holistic and contextuaI avenue to gain access to deeper undexstandings of peopleplace 

relatiooships Piaces consthte concrete focal points where natuml forces, socïai 

relations, and human manings overlap (WiUhm & Pattemon, 1994). These meaaings 

can be integrated hto theory and practice to inform m o n  and leisure d e s ,  as weiI 

as a varie@ of fields such as coramunity development, urban planning, c u h d  

geogaphyad others. 



Increashg participation in a wide e e t y  of outdoor d o n ,  sporting, toirrism, 

and industry related activites has d e d  in strpss behg plaoed on the environment 

(Swinnerton, 1999). It is therefore helpful to gain an understanding of place expiences 

h t  lead people to fom strong féeliags and, therefore, ,petsonal attachments to places, 

wéether they are leisure places, home places, or places fàr away. At the outset, this 

process hvohes engaging m a dialogue to capture the mtangiile vahies that people have 

associated wÏth laudscape and place. 

Thexe is a med to addrea a broader range of manings and values associated with 

landscape and piace so that conceptual and operationai ~ e w o r k s  may be developed, 

which foster inclusive oppommities for diverse groups. Ewert (1 W6a) states that 

answers to questions involving environmental effccts of human populations should be 

M y  addressed by investigatmg the d e s  human-centred constntcts such as perception, 

motivation, and socio-economic fàctors have on nahiral areas. At the interface of physical 

and social environments is a diversity of landscape experiences. If we want to 

understand people and place relationships, then we need to understand bow people 

experîence these environments (Scbroeder, 1996b). 

Recent developments in planning and management suggest m increased 

recognition of the importance of developmg more holistic land management hmeworks 

that ïnfiuence leisiire and recreation experiences of piace (Ewert, 1999; WiILiams & 

Patterson, 1994; Schroeder, 1996% l996b). Wüliams and Patterson (1 994) identify the 

new developments Ïn resource management as a response to a paradigm shift that 

addresses the foIIowing: "(a) developing an understandmg of the social meanhg ofthe 

landscape, which, atbest,has beenontypartidylegamiized mtheddpadigmof 



natural resource management, (b) the spatial view mhmnt m land use and ecosystem 

management has rarely been reflected m human dimensions nsernch, (c) oniy by striving 

to "map'' the meaaings of the landscape can social science make an integral contriiution 

tu the new paradigm, and (cl) the concept of place is the means by which social science 

can incorporate the human system mto the new paradigm" (p. 2). 

The shift addresses a broder range o f d g s  and values associated with 

landscape and piace. Landscape and place need to be viewed as a larger unit of analysis, 

rather than at a .  individual attrt'btrte level (Wüliams & Patterson, 1996). Viewing the 

landscape hoiistically enables environmental monitoring  ove^ t h e  at a grand scale, but 

also embraces the landscape as a meaning-tilled spatial context. Furthemore, a growiag 

importance is being placed on understanding the behaviours, attitudes, and needs of 

people in relation to mtural resources. The benefit and value of land encompasses more 

than tangible products avaiiable for human consumption (Williams & Pattemon). 

Inherent to this a p p a c h  is the need to understand the social meanhgs associatexi with 

Iandscape and place. Transcending the tangible properties of landscape and piace 

associated with conmiodity production and ecologicd processes offers the oppommity to 

explore the intangiile, but f'undamental pmperties of people-place relatiouships includmg 

spintual ôenefÏts, e d o n a l  comections, and deep vatues ~~ Pattemon, 

Roggenbuck & Watson, 1992). 

Naturd resource plannmg and management is a composite prucess coaPistmg of 

myriad reIaîionshÎps am>= people, place, a d  the envÎronment. The development of 

inclusive land use in&îve!s reqilires an undentanding of the intangrile nature of people- 

place reIationships. ArîÏculatiag se= of piace is one way to obtab inf8rmation about 



the relationships between people and place. It is a concept that O& managers a way to 

dcipate, identify, and respond to the bonds people form with places (Wüüams & 

Stewart, 1998). To this end, leisure and recreation scholars and practitioners can 

kilitate a process whereby int@on of people and place relatioaships informs the 

decision makmg and planning of leisure and home places. 

B. Rese~rch Objective 

This study focuses on the sense of place of residents of Strathcona Comty, 

Alberta. The research asks the question: How do selected residents of Strathcona 

Cormty articulate their views on sense of place is generai and in relation to Strathcona 

County m particular? In-depth interviews are employai to gain a deeper undersfanclhg of 

the concept of sense of place by selected individuais nom Strathcona County. 

Following this introduction, the author's personal joumey in relation to this topic 

is presented. A standard pMce of c p h t i v e  research, the persod jomey is mtended 

to give the reader aa idea of the author's perspective in relation to the topic of snidy. 

Foilowiag the personal journey is a literature review d e e g  the ratiode for the 

rpsearcb Sease of place is fkmed using examples of paradigm sh ih  in the field and 

scholarship that acknowIedge the importance of mcludmg huniaa m d g s  and values 

associated with Mscape and place. The üterature review focuses on various place and 

Iaodscape studies providing a comprehensive conceptual and theoretical hmework for 

the research. The study participants, the methodological approach, the method of data 

coiiection, and anaiysis are presented to outIine the study design. IncIuded in the 

methodology &on is an overview of the process of data analysis 



The thesis is then organkd into chapters that reflect the emergent themes. 

The chapters are as foIIows: Chapter one - Introduction; Chapter two - Litetafuce 

Review; Chapter Tbree - Methodology and Methods, Chapta Four - Pnvate and Public 

Space; Chapter Five - Urban and Rurai Space; Chapter Six - Long- and Short-tam 

Residency m Place; Chapter Seven - Leisure and Travel; and nnally, a conclusion is 

presented in Chapter Eight. 

This thesis does aot pmvide a dernive answer to the question What is your 

sense of place?"; mther, it represents the beginning of a complex discussion. The 

interview data reflect rich and complex associations to place that provide a wealth of 

information. It is apparent that important feelings associated with place have a wide- 

ranging influence, not just on leisure and recreatioa Further study in this area could 

inform community development, travel and tourism, tuban plaaning, architecture and 

design, and other domains of this natrne. 

This thesis reflects an attempt to address the question of sense of place as 

effectively and efficiently as possibk, while achieving a substantial amount of breadth 

and depth on the topic. 1 hope that the thesis is edightening and illuminating and that it 

cab upon the reader to thk of special places, whether they arr home places or places 

fk away. Sense of place Ïs au illusive concept, but it is one that caa act as a window h o  

how people and p h  mtersect. 



My understanding of the pmject bas evohed over t h e  and is a resuk of my 

personal and SCriAemic experience.The literature review and paspective for d y s m g  the 

data is the culmmation of two years of reading and iaquiring into the concept of sense of 

phce. Undoubtedly, the "place" that 1 was at whea 1 stsrted this project ha9 changeci- 

C. Penonal Joumey 

This thesis is an attempt to understand the concept of sense of place. While my 

primary interest in this concept relates to the stusy of recreation and leisure it also 

includes other fields of study, such as geography, tolüism, cultural studies, and sociology. 

1 perceive this inquiry as nrst and foremost a personal exploration into the mcaning of 

sense of place, secondly, as representative of a point in time m my academic jomey, and 

thirdly, as a thesis fulnlling partial rquirements for a masfers degree program in 

recreation and leisure studies, 

My interpretive inquiry into this phenomenon begins with a g e n d  interest in 

how places are constnicted as areas of felt value and meaning. I am intrigued with how 

we c h  places as our own and how we und- places as part of om identity or who 

we are. I am also interestai m movement h u g h  space and place. The mssing of 

borders both VisILble and invisible is necessmy to understand both the "iimitingn and 

%eebg" realities of place eqeriences. 

InitïaiIy, 1 approached this topic as a *dent of tourism. In the context of tourism, 

and even more broadly recreatiotl and leisine studies, places serve as geographic 

locations for miportant and fnem~rabIe leisure activities and vacation destinations. 

Therehre, expIoration into the nature of place is necessary to understand why people 



travel and how and why places are ci.eated and marketed as destinations or attractions, as 

opposed to just "spaces." Fwthermore, tourkt destmations, as locations, cannot be 

conceptualised in purely geographical temis Tourism is cbaracterized by social and 

cuitUral contexts as wek in relations between the tourist and host co~fll~lUnay and the 

nature of tourism development, 

This iDquny is grounded in a qualitative research methodology appmach. The 

foUowing is my personal rationale for choosing the qualitative methodological approach. 

Firstly, my background, prior to behg a University student, was in dance. Dance, as an 

art form, is a fluid and malleable form of communication. It has a definite form and 

structure, but it is also an expression of creatMty and emotion. At a basic level, I fée1 

comfortabIe with the idea of creativity and opemess in acdemia. 1 feel th= is a place 

for emotions and téeüngs in rigorous study and that there is a need to communicate these 

nndmgs to a m e r  public audience. As a concept, sense of place means movement to 

me. As a trained dancer and chomgrapher, dance was my way of comecting with time 

and space simheousIy, while offering a vehicle to communicate and express ideas, 

feelings, and emotions. The concept of sense of place remuids me of the feehgs I had 

when dancing. There is elusiveness inhant to the concept that begs questions and 

queries. It is tluid and intangible, meaamgful to p p k ,  and yet very hard to put into 

words. It is a concept that sparks interest and d i s d o n  - one that is undoubtedly ever- 

chmghg and evolving. It is mnnitely rich in deta3 and ernotion and is silent& 

c o d c a î e d  and acted out on a M y  ba~& whether comciously realised or not Sense 

of place is the cuImination of s p e ,  tirne, and expexience, and fot me, as a stuâent and 

person, this rnakes sense. 



Secondly, 1 have long history with land that is embedded in my fsmily aed our 

collective understamimg of the hed world. My g r e a t - ~ ~ e r  unmigrated to Canada 

h m  IreIand in the eady 1900's to start a Mie m the "New World" At the time the 

mantra was "go west young man" d he did this with his fiimily in tow. The key to 

success for immigrants in Caaada was entrepretled spirit, and he had ample. He began 

a small real estate and iand development busin= m Edmonton, Alberta, and soon his 

entire M y  was employed. As the company grew, he proceeded to buy more land in 

and around Edmonton. Land was cheap, and it was primeci and ready for development of 

many kmds Also, people needed homes to iive in, as  urbanisation became a reality for 

new Edmontonians. My &reat-grandfàther eventually passed the company on to my 

grandfather Stan Meltoa Melton Red Estate was a fiist p w h g  local business, which 

gaEned a reputation for affordable home buying and sebg. After W W ,  Melton Real 

Estate was ready for the post war boom in housbg development. The land that my p a t -  

grandfatber purchseci many years before was now in demand for development on the 

outskias of the city. Much of the land west of downtown Edmonton was developed for 

hombuyers. The m t m  mw was "phone a Melton man and start packkg." My uncle, 

T b  Melton, took the company over and expanded, changnig the name to Melcor 

Developments Ltd. The company remained in the home building and midentiai land 

development field but alw began a thrivhg commercial sector. The company conthes 

to grow and develop now, ever sensitive to the boombost cycles of tée west. 

I have h y s  been aware of the fàmily business - niends of h M y  say that 

d e s  and land are m the MeIton "genes? 1 defkitely did not feel that 1 fit into this plan 



as I thought 1 did not have a "business" bone m my body. However, one of my 

professors pointed out that mdeed I dEd, havhg a resemh focus in land and conmiunity 

development. This was quite a revehtion to m at the the. However, since then 1 have 

resigned to the fact thet I do have somethsip in common with my business-minded 

fw. In kt, now when 1 travel in and around Edmonton, I often imagine my great- 

grandMer arriving and meying  the land. 1 wonder ifhe could have ever miagineci 

West Edmonton Md or the pmposed mega-city conglomerate. Regardless, my sense of 

place m Edmonton is deeply rooted in M y  and the spatial organisation and 

development of the city. I fée1 connected here, knowing M y  members played a part in 

organizing many of the suburban developments of Edmonton. 

Thirdly, 1 ffee l t  the nature of the topic requires an approach that is open and 

f i  exible. As a reseanher, 1 accepted that there were go@ to be no complete and decisive 

responses to the research objective. The meanings associated with place are constantly 

created and recmited, and it is withm this process of c o n s s ~ ~ o n ,  that many 

interpretations, applicable to understandhg concepts of place are understood. 

Furthefmore, each petson has a unique perspective that emeqes out of experience, 

dowing for the discussion of multiple perspectives of place. 

Fmally, postmodemism is a concept that 1 was h w n  to immediately when 1 nrst 

heard and read about t. It is a theoretical Mework that ailows for the presence and 

coexistence of a range of very different features (Jaxneson, 199 1 ), Thcrr is a current 

movement away h m  modem formalised knowledge systems. The breakdown of 

universal iÿirratives shifts empbasis to the local contes and to the imiltiplicity of 

meanhgs found m local contexts. 



My studies have evoIved to inchide these guiding and reflective appmaches. 

In cornhision, this inquiry is concemed wÏth how knowledge and understandmg 

of place is produced, how place experiences are mediatecl and negotiated, and how these 

thmgs are made reai m h e d  experience. Recreation and Leisure *dies inform this study 

primarily; however, the research draws on a variety of fields of study in order to provide 

a comprehensive analysis. Aithough the study is Iocahed in the area of Strathcona 

Conty, I feel that the e1ements discussed in this thesis are thought provoking and worthy 

of iengthy discussion aml debate, reg81:dIess of geographid place. 



A. Background and O v e ~ e w  

To begin the literature review, it is necessary to contexnialize the discussion of 

sense of place. Thezefore, the foUowing chapter attempts to highlight issues and debates 

within a vafiety of fields. By exploring the current issues, a case wül be made for the 

importance of considerhg seme of place in land use planning and management. 

However, this is not without considerable debate and discussion, Although there is 

recognition of the need to include a socio-cuM approach in land use planning and 

management, this approach requires that many addaional elemnts be acknowIedged and 

incorporated. The following üterature review addresses the planning and management 

field and the need for the inclusion of meanings and dues hto plannmg and 

management ~ w o r k s  The review then foilows with a discussion of place and sense 

of piace. F W y Z  a criticai reading of the üteranire reveals gaps in current theory and 

commeats on directions for mer research. This literature review is ambitious as it 

attempts to incorporate many diverse approaches to viewing space and place in the h e d  

experience. It is not limiteci to recreation end leisure studies and attempts to hclude 

emergent themes m socioIogy, ctdhtrai geography, cukud studies, fèminist theory, and 

post-cobnial studies. M g  said this, it has been a challenge to encapsdate these 

divergent theories mto one coheshe discussion of seme of piace. 



Limitations aside, the kerature is fascinating and thought provoking anci provides the 

theoretical context for this thesis. 

Decker, Brown, and Knuth (19%) defie natural murce management as the 

integration of ecological, economic, pohical, social, and c u h d  insights iuto decision 

making that establishes goals for naturai resourws and initiates actions to achieve them 

hcreasing attention is king focussed on the necessity for holistic, comprehensive and 

integrated approaches to land use planning and pmtected area designation (Swinnerton, 

1999; Ewert, 1996; Wüiiams & Patterson, 1994; Schroeder, 1996% 1996b). 

Mechanisms for gathering data regarding the value of laad need to be explored 

more fully to ensure public participation in the planning process and to detennine how 

and why places are seen as miportant and speciaL information about how people feel 

about the place shodd guide the planning process, dong with the biophysical data. 

Value-based data can not oniy S o m  the process of ptsnning, but also add to the breadth 

and depth of the knowledge of the particular area Furthemore, this process offers the 

oppommity to m p  diverse and often cornpetmg environmentai meanhgs that various 

people attach to natural rexiurces (WiIfiam & Patterson, 1994). This mtOrmation can be 

used in conjunction with biophysical data as input mto land use decisioas. 

Ecosystem management is an example of a planning and management framework 

that htegrates a h m  component into naniral resource management. Ecosystem 

management integrates scient& know1edge of ecologicaI relatMnships within a complex 

socio-poIiticai and d u e s  Mework toward the gmeral goal of protecting ecosystem 

btegrity over the long-tem (Gnimbine, 1994). The rise of the social science perspective, 



ecosystem management, and the human dimensions component of natural resources 

plannmg and management are evidence of the pmdïgm shift m the conceptualisation of 

approaches and fhmeworks. The ecosystem management perspective offers an 

ecologicai and socio-cuitural paradigm that mvolves the developnient of contextudiy 

rich, spatial and historical uudersf~uldings of place (William & Patterson, 1994). As 

Cortner (1996) notes, "ecosystem management suggests the need br alternative 

conceptions that eq& the human nature relationship, expand the concept of reason, 

broaden the scope of scientific mquiry, and cfeate more equd relations among humsns" 

(p. 82). Howevet, it is important to note that some feel that the penduium has m g  too 

far in fàvour of the humaa value perception, discounthg the vahie of natural scientific 

data (Sodé & Lease, 1995). It is necessary to fhd a balance between the human and 

nature perspectives in order for the ecosystem management ftamework to be fully 

realised. 

ImpIicit in this approach is the recognition that past efforts at rrsource 

management have not adequately de& with the public's desires to be heard. 

Consequently, new fomis of cwperative workmg relationsbips among citizens, 

scientists, planners, and decision-makers wiil need to occur (Cortner, 1996). 

Firrthermore, h d  managers need to take a airefiil look at deepiy held underlying cuiturai 

values m order to obtain a real understandmg of the groups they are working with 

(McDomugh, 1993). The incorpontion of peopk into the management process requHes 

that m&gs and values associated with naîurai resources be adQessed 



Resoumes do not have value m and of themselves; rather, d u e s  develop and are 

assigneci as people use resources to meet human ne& that range h m  sumival to 

spintuai growth (McDonough). 

Despite the mcreased awareness of the value of public participation, there 

continues to be a iack of under~t811ding of how to mtegrate pubtic involvement in the 

planning process ( B k  & Yonts-Shepard, 1989). The concept of sense of place c m  

serve as an underlying prniciple to guide both ecosystem management and public 

participation in planning contexts. Both concepts embrace land use meanings that go 

beyond utilitarian uses and both try to localize and contextuaüze knowledge while paying 

close attention to history and geographic scale (Wdliams & Stewart, 1998). Public 

participation, plannmg and policy maktig must be understood as part and parcel of the 

mation of place meaning and as ongomg processes that are inseparable h m  the efKorts 

to map the uatural and cuiîural sigaificance of ecosystems (Williams & Pattenon, 1994). 

The meanings and values of place can give managers a holistic pexspective - one 

that provides contexhial and descriptive data about people's emotional, spirituai, and 

imaginative reiationships with place. As a part of a conceptuai mode1 for management, 

sense of place offérs a way to open dialogue and bring people to the table to discuss what 

is meaningful to them. It is necessery to connect with people who are actively iiving, 

working, and tecreatmg h the landscape to capture the special and meanin@ qualities 

that people ascni to @cuiar places. Merent levels of mtensity of pIace are 

infhenced by hdivichral and social vahies, but m tinm, they influence the values, 

attitudes, and more impoaantly the behavbur of the mdividual aod society (Shamai, 

199 1). 



It is important to recognise thet research about place and landscape is not new. 

On the contrary, work relatai to landscape and place has been a focal point for many 

m h e r s ,  mainly human geographers, since the 1960's (Tuan, 1980,1977,1974; 

Relph, 1976; Appleton, 1975; Memig, 1979; Jackson, 1994; Ley, 199 1). While human 

geographers recognised psychologicd bonds with place end brought these concepts to the 

forefiont of geography, current rese8tcb is bemg infhenced by changes in social theory 

as a whole. New directions m psychology, social psychology, sociology and cultural 

geography suggest acknowledgement of multiple realities and understandings of place 

that focus on the social and cultural construction of environmental meanings (Hayden, 

1997; Casey, 1996; Greider & &rkovich, 1994; Duncan & Ley, 1993; Simmons, 1993; 

Bames & Duncan, 1992; Shields, 1991; Humon, 1990: Bachelard, 1994). This 

highlights the evohition of ideas concerning Iandscape and place but also points to the 

interdisciplmary nature of the study and the potenîid for finther cross-dkipliaary work 

in the fbture. Likewise, the resurgence of place- and lanûscape-relateci ideas directly 

coincides with major developments m the nanrral resources planning and management 

field, primarily the recognition of human meanings and values as an integrai aspect of the 

ecosystem. To fiame this analysis, a discussion of place, sense of piace* and miplications 

of a sense of place approach is merited. 

B. A Discussion of Place 

"Place is one of the triclciest words m the Eagüsh lansuage, a suitcase so over 

med t h  one can never shut the lid" (Aayden, 1997, p. 112). The guotation suggests the 

myriad dennitions and meanhgs associateci with the t em "p1ace.- Phce is used to t e k  



to region, community, setting, space, and environment. The term place is most 

commonly associated with location or the spatial distriiution of social and economic 

activitÏes. It is a word used to descflibe the seaiogs for routine social interaction in space, 

and, as a nxed location, miplies a position wahin a h a d e r  context. Ahhough place is 

most frequently used to delineate a situateci location in space, th= is a fluidity of place 

innuencecl by the interaction of natue and culture. Peopk mve in and between place 

and across and through borders denning places. As a result, places art unique, yet they 

are connecteci together by the cimilation of people within the environment. 

The word place also represents and descri.i. position in a social hierarchy. 

Phrases such as ' % n o m  one's place" or a 'îwoman's plisce" continue to have both 

physical and political connotations that connect social relationships with spatial 

perception (Hayden, 1997). It is evident that the term "place" has broader rneanings tbat 

extend beyond geographicd defînitions. Place, for example, can serve as a context for 

action, as a source of identity, and as a focus of enviromentai meanhg (Entria 1990). 

Williams and Fatterson (1994) state that the common meanings of the word place in the 

social sciences are (a) location: the spatial distriiution of social and ecowmic activities, 

(b) locak: the se* for routine social interadon provided ic a place; and (c) seme of 

pk the identification with a place ernotionally or symbolicaiIy. 

Most contemporary place theories define place as a physical location with the 

foUowing three components: the physical setting, human activities, and the h m  

psychologid process relatmg to t (Bdenburg  & Carroii, 1995). Research concerned 

with detamining the role that place has in human experience has been hge1y influmced 



by place attachent (Williams, Patterson, Roggenbuck, & Watson, 1992; Stokols & 

Schumaker, 1981). Place attacbments have been anaiysed Usmg place dependence and 

place identity theories (Wflim et al., 1992). Place dependence is associated with the 

potential of a particuhr place to satisfy the teech and goals of an individual and the 

assessment of the current place with 0 t h  avaüable s e e s  that may satisfy the same 

needs (Stokols & S c h d e r ,  1981). This view emphasises the importance of the 

tmiqueness of place to perform certain activities witbin place. As W i a m s  et al. note, a 

term üke dependence connotes the overall necessity attached to a specific place for 

enjoying a leisure pursuit lather than the suitab- of specific attniutes making up the 

sethg as a whole. The term action space is used to refer to that part of the environment 

which has place utility to the individual and wah which the individual is therefore 

familiar (Walmsley Bt Lewis, 1993). Activity space is that part of the action space with 

which an individuai interacts on an everyday basis (Walmsley & Lewis). 

Phce identity refm to those dimemDons essentiai to the self that define the 

individuai's personal identity in relation to the physical envûonment (Rosharisky, 1 978). 

This view supports the role place has in contr iMg to pcrsonal identity. KorpeIa (1989) 

Lmks place identity to environmentai seifregdation by mguhg that the enviromnent is 

not only a mediator m reguiating social interaction ka a h  a a of creat h g  and 

amintainhg one's self. Concwmtly, the importance of place in definhg one's identity 

contriindes strongly to the exnotional connextion of people and pIace. Research shows 

that p k e  i d e m  transcends pasonal identity and mfluences culture as a whole (Lee, 

1972). The effects of pasoiial place identity are aidenceci i~ the creation of symbols 



and signs that are shared by society on a c u k d  IeveL Culturally, identity is deteRnined 

by socid and instihuional linkages that comiect people to place and dictate how they 

shouid behave and Iead their lives (Hough, 1990). These types of m h g s  are assigneci 

by mdividuals, gmups, or Society without necessarily hvolving a strung correspondence 

between the physicd attributes of the place and its meanhg (Williams et ai., 1992). 

Early reseamh m the area of place attachment emphasises the affective bonds thaî 

develop in a place primariIy because of le@ of residency. Janovitz and Kasarda (as 

cited in Ginilimi & Feldman, 1993) mclude three elements that are mtasiires of 

community place attachment: feeling of belongiug, interest in home area, and sentiment 

about Ieaving. Unger and Wandersman (as cited in Guiliani & Feldman, 1993) explore 

feehgs of social connectedness m place and determine three kinds of bonds that are 

important m understandmg social cognitive and affective bonds with place: sense of 

mutual ai& sense of community, and attachment to piace. Recentiy thm has ken a shift 

m the iiterature away h m  focussing on the behavioirml dimensibn to viewing these 

bonds as enduring and changeable processes reiated to the construction and maintenance 

of identity m a changhg social and physical envirotment This purports a process of 

viewing place anachment as a dymmic relaîionship that changes aod evolves over the lifé 

span. 

The development of p k e  attachment as a field of shidy brgigs mch more 

breacîth to the understandmg of peopfe-place rekioaships than the more generd works of 

humanistic geographers ~ c h  as Refph aod Tuan may, 1998). Sense of piace stPdies 

ofEr an oppommity to move beyond the pure@ aesthetic to an assessrnent of bonds wah 



a home place, the social construction of a geograpbic Iocaliry, and community 

connections with place. Wüliams et al (1992) studied the reiationship of place 

aîtachment and wilderness places and specinc sites. The authors idente two types of 

possible atiachrnent: aitachment to the specinc area itselfand attacbment to the type of 

area it represents. This study hiphüghts p e m d  place relationships, as a resuIt of direct 

involvement, but a h  the e f f i  of sucio-cultural processes in the development of 

symbolic social and cukud place identification. Bricker and Kmtetter (1998), m a study 

of whitewater recreationists, outline the foilowing dimensions of place meanings: (a) 

environmental landscape, (b) human-socid, (c) recreation, (d) heritage-historie, and (e) 

conrmodity. 

Place attachment has been Iinked to d o n  setthgs; however, there is limitecl 

laiowledge about the nature of place attachment and to what people are attached 

(Kaltenbom, 1997). In a study of place attacbrnent of d o n  homeowners in 

Soirthern Nomy, Wenbom examines a range of attributes such as naturai and cultural 

environments, fàmiiy and social activities, history, a d  traditions as mdicators of strength 

of attachment and the target of place attachment. The results show social interaction, 

identification with history and culture, as welI as cornmuning with nature and the 

physicd enviroament to be miportant fitctors in place attachment The sense of place or 

sets of rneanings associated with the recreation homes and the surrounding settings are 

mtertwined with naturaI, socid, historieai and cuitml processes (Kaltenbom). In 

conchision, place attachnaent research has fbcussed on affective bonds, the evohrtion of 

affective bonds over the life-coulse, and the miplications of people-place attachment. 



The creation of place is predicated on two &ors: the social and cultural contexts 

of the meazilngs, values, traditions, and eWences of people who describe and define a 

space as a place, and the naturr of a given space, or the spint of place - geniur loci 

(Brandenburg & Cam>& 1995). AIthough places have a fixeci location and possess 

fatures which persist in an unidentifiable form, it is argued that the meanhg of a place 

relies on more than location or functioa Norberg-Schultz (1980) discusses geniw loci as 

the unmeamable, unobjectifiable character of a place and its importance to humaas. The 

geniur-loci conceptualisatioo of place emphasises that there are qualities mtierent to place 

the serve to give a broadcr meaning. Garnham (1 985) uses the term genius loci to refer to 

the spint of place as it relates to an mdividual uniqueness, character, identity, and spirit, 

which differentiates one place fiom another. Factors which serve to give place a unique 

character, or a strong sense of place hclude: architecturai style, cümate, naturd setting, 

memory and metaphor, the use of local materials, craftsmaaship, cultural diversity and 

history, social dues, public environments, and daily and seasonal activities (Garnham, 

1985). 

The place characteristics outlined by Garnham (1985) have been used in 

conjunction with many urban plamkg initiatives. The idea is that each plan will 

con& locaiiy special attributes, which produce a spirit of place and a sense of well 

king among the residents of that place. The specid attniutes that serve to give place a 

eque quality are naturaI envbnments, cuhilral expression, and the sensory expience, 

which h m  the interaction of cutturr (Gamham). At the core of this process is the 

roIe of the local popdation i d e n m g  important aspects of pIace and bemg invoIved m 



the firamework for the p w t h  and development of the place. The goal of this proces is to 

recognise local population's experience of place and then foster local piamhg and design 

decision meking tàat reffect thek needs and desires (Gamham). AIthough usefûi for 

understandmg the local context, oubide S e n c e  and giobaüzaton disnrpt the notion 

that the locai is the most significant mfluence on the d o n  of places. Place creaîion is 

produceci by the comptex interaction of local and global Muences. 

Vaiue is assigned to place and is d é s t e c i  by the desire to Live and visit 

particdm places. By concephialising place as a mukifaceted phenomenon of experience 

and by examinhg properties of place such as location, landscape, individual, social, and 

culturai involvement, some assessrnent can be made of the extent to which these 

properties are essentiai to people's experience in place (Relph, 1976). Place is a socially 

constnicted space; it is a physicd location tbat has been assi*gnd meaning and value. 

Relph (1976) States that the spirit of place lies in its landscape. There is a pemstence of 

phce, or continu@ in the appeenuice and spint of phce, just as m individual people. 

The identity of a particular place can persist through many externai changes because 

tbere is an iana force (spirit) acting upon the space (Relph, 1976). 

C. Sense of Place 

Sense of place is the identifidon with phce symbolically or el~~)tioIlEiIly. Tuan 

(1977) descriis sense of place as the "affective or emotiooal bond between an mdiviM 

and a @dar placen (p. 7). Undifferentiated F e  becornes place as we get to h o w  it 

Mer and endow it with d u e s  (Tuan, 1977). Tuen comed the word "topophrlian to refix 

to the affective bond that deveIops betwcen peopIe and p w  m m b g  in encounters with 



place that are intensely personal and profoundly signifiant. An individual's sense of 

place is both a physicai response to the surroundhg physicai enWoument and a cultural 

rreation (Tm). 

Affective bonds between people and geographid space are primarily 

e m e n c e d  through long-term hvolvement with and m place. The leogthy interaction 

produces long-lastmg bonds with place that result in strong emotional connections. This 

aspect of place attachment constitirtes our mots m place; the W a r i t y  that this hvohres 

is not just detailed kmwledge, but a seme of deep care and concem for that place (Tuan, 

1980). Relph (1976) discusses rootedness as being b i d e  and belonging to your place, 

both as an individual and as a member of your co~~l~~lunity* Rootedness @lies a 

familiarky with place that is a resuit of long habitation or length of residency; the length 

of t h e  in one place dows people to set up mots h place. In its essence, rootedness 

meens king completely at home and unreflectively senne and cornfortable in a 

@cdar locaiity (?hl). 

In Relph's work it is implied, rather than expücitly stated, that rootedmss is a 

main contriior to féelings of sense of place. However, as Tuan (1980) notes, 

rooteduess implies king at home in an i~llseIfconscious way, whaeas sense of place 

impiies a certain distance that allows the self to appreciate a place. According to Tuan, 

feeligs of sense of place q y k e  a certain m u n t  of personaI ref'iexivity that contriiutes 

to the ab- of people to distmguish between p h  on the basis of d e c t k  or 

emotiond bon& to that particuIar piace. In this way, sense of phce is seen as coostantIy 

evohring and chzmghg; a concept that is reliant on orieaetion to place, identities of place, 



and social and cultmal associations with place. The most meagrr meaning of seme of 

place is the abiüty to recognise différent plans and diffei.ent identities of place (Tuan). 

The place and the personal commitrnent to explorhg ttp spirit of piace combme to 

pmduce an understanding of people-pke reiationships, rehtionships that potentially 

supersede the length of residency in place or the m u n t  of howledge of a particular 

place. 

Hay (1998) distmguishes seme of place Eom place attachent by considering the 

social and geographical context of place bonds and the sensing of places, such as 

aesthetics and fèehgs associated with dwelling. By studying midents and out-migrants 

in a developmental continuum, the author investigated a sense of place that is based on 

rootedness and community attachment. Hay (1998) devised five subgroups to 

conceptualise sense of place: superficial coneectioa to place (tourists and transients); 

paaiai connection to place (cottagexs and chi1dren); personal comection (ww residents 

without mots in the place), ancestral co~mection (&dents with roots); and cultural 

connectioa (indigenous residents with both mots m the place and spintual ties, as 

afFrmed by culture). The resuhs mdicated that a feeling of dweiIing should be inchided 

m the description of motedness, whereas types of h idenes  shouki be considenxi as 

bondedness, as an ancestral or cumnal sense of place. Hay (1998) conchdes by stating 

that if sense of piace is dowed to MIy develop, it can provide feelings of secirrity, 

belonging, and stabilÏty. This study refiects a coecepniaüsaton of sense of place that 

acknowledges length of residency as an miportant compomnt of feelings of sense of 

place. However, 1 is important to point out that research also reflects sense of piace as 



bemg an important element to both toirrists and short-tenn &dents Thus, it may be the 

cese that the term sense of place does not fit hto the above categories so neatiy. 

In a more g e n d  discussion of sense of place, Steele (198 1) d e s n i  it as a 

innuadonal relatEonship between the sethg and what a person brings to the place. 

Therefore, people do not exist without a phce, and place does not ex& without people 

assigning vahe or meaning to that piace. The processes of creating sense of place aad a 

sense of purpose within us because of place occur at an individual level and also extend 

to UicI~uie social and c u h d  d u e  systems (Rodiek, 1988). Aithough neces- to 

gaining an understanding of place relationships, these definitions presuppose that 

affective bonds with geographicai space are both universai and necessary relationships 

with place that are ultimately seen as conmcbuting to positive psychological weIi-being. 

However, empincd research m this area shows that dysfunctiod place relationships are 

equally possible (Fried, 1966). Dependhg on situation or circumstance, place 

rehtiooships may exist but they m y  not mcesdy  contnaue to positive féelings of 

weU-king. 

Of importance to the sense of place concept is the d e  of cultural and sochi 

processes m constructing piace and a sense of place. It is through these processes that 

piace mcanings are coosh~cted, negotiated, and politidly contested (Wüliams & Stuart, 

1998). Landscapes are the qmboiic envkonments created by human a*s of confèrring 

meaning to nature and the enviroment, of giving the environment dennition and fom 

h m  a partidm perspective and through a speciai filter of values and belief5 (Greider & 

Garkovich, 1994). This highlights the process ofhumans givmg, mscritbmg, and imbuing 



meaning and vahie to the environment. Stokowski (1994) states that sense of piace is 

socidy and poüticdy mateci, shared, and SUSfailled. This contrriutes to an 

undastanding of place and landscape by articulating the d e  of social processes in the 

m e n c e  of vahied and miportant places. Stckowski identifies places as visible 

manifestations of the persistace of actions and structures* This view supports an 

understanding of how aspects of place affect the reproduction ofsocial systems, Social 

processes need to be undemtood within the contextual nature of social interaction, in 

other words, the place m which bey occur. 

Cuhrai groups traasform the natumi enviconment into landsapes and places 

through the use of Mirent symbois t h  bestow d i n i n t  d g s  on the same physical 

objects or conditions (Greider & Garkovich, 1994). The cuhmd context, therefore, 

dictates how physid objects are constructeci and negotiated in social and group 

processes. Concmntiy, it is apparent that bdscapes reflect cuhure and individu& 

within social groups. In this way, piace is viewed as a constantly becoming and 

evolving human product as weU as a set of fatures visible upon the lamiscape. 

Landscape and place embody the reproduction of social and cultural forms, the formation 

of biographies, and the transformation of the physicd environment Wd, 1984). Greider 

and Garkovich emphasise the social construction of the landscape by highüghteip the 

need to explore the symbolic creation of lmdscape, the cuhural meanings of aspects of 

the physical environment and biophysicai changes m this environment, and the values 

and beliefj that sustam these symbok and thek meaninp. 



Social theorist Hemy Lefebvre (1991) argues that authentic knowledge of space 

must adckess the question of its production. He suggests that space is a medium through 

which social He is produced and repmduced. Lefebvre suggests we need to examine 

these areas as political territories. Concurrently, race, class, sexdity, aisd gender cm be 

mapped as places of social reproduction that occur at various d e s  withgi space. Space 

is permeated with social relations; it is not only supporteci by social relations but is also 

producing and produced by social relations (Lefebvre). Building on this idea, Kaplan 

(1996) notes that the rise of a specific class and its hegemonic practices produce systems 

of knowledge, modes of representation, and social relations that include the production of 

space. As people in place, we are products of both history and geography. Location is 

discontinuous, coastituted in multiple ways, and traversed by diverse social formations 

(Kapl@- 

There used to be more of an mvestment in the iand because k i n g  tied to a stable 

place contnïuted to one's weU-bemg and SUfViVal (Hough, 1990). However, space and 

place havc also been analysed with refmnce to an increasingly global understandhg of 

the world, with emphasis on consumption and technology. Sense of place in the pst- 

modeni world ends up at worst king produced and marketed as image and at best as 

places reorganized as museums (Harvey, 1989). Harvey discusses the unprecedented 

scale of destruction, invasion, and resûuctinmg of place caused by chsnging metaial 

practices of production, consumption, and infiormation fiow and communiC8tion coupled 

wïth the radid reorganizaîion of space reiatïons and of thne horizons within capitaiist 

development 



The elaboration of place-botmd identities has become more rather than l es  important in a 

world of dmimiphing spatial barriers to exchange, mvement, and communication 

(Harvey). 

Smiirarly, Kaplan (1996) diScusses the current age as king chanicterized by 

market fhgmentation, fiexiile accumulation, mcreasingly de-centred socid, political, and 

ecowmic forms of organisation, and the movement of -*onai capital codounding 

distinct traditional modern borders and c*. The politics of experiencing places are 

contested territory. As traditional borders disappear and are constantly evolving, the 

association between space and identity is also contentious. Human experience of place 

intertwines the sense of place and the politics of space. Relph (1 997) notes that 

"explormg the transfierred landscapes and reconstituted nationalisms of postmodemity 

atnrms the need for a coamion sense of place as an essentiai foudation for a bahceci 

attitude ofjudgement that celebrates ciifference yet recognises that there is much that 

different cuhures can share without underminhg their distinctiveness" (p. 2 1 8). 

The planning and nianagement of na& resources calls for muItiple perspective 

of place, but this has yet to be M y  r d s e d ,  How do we see olirselves in space and how 

do we find our place m the world? To "place" mdividultls in space is dificuit to 

conceptualisetualise People in space do wt  have precise boundaries; we are ody partially 

locatable in time and space- Individuah act in time and space by bebg located, moving, 

encomtering, interpreting, kling, and domg, meanhg that there is not onIy one subject 

acting but many realising different conflicting subject positions (Thrift & Püe, 1995). To 

understand how the mdividuai is placeci m the context of the geographic world teqMes 



analysis of location in various discourses of power. As Thrift and Pile explain, the CO- 

orcihates of subjectivity are reproduced both through discursive practices and through 

power laden regulatory practices. Firrthemre, individuais translate between and across 

categories (Thrift & Pile). The individu81 is ma@ as a subject h u g h  the body and 

subjectivity; practices which come to be seen as naturd through spatial referents such as 

position, movement, enromter and vision (Thrift & He). 

Minh-ha (as cited h Thrift & Pile, 1995) States tbat the practice of subjectivity is 

one that is still mware of its own constituted nature. Subjectivity plays a continuous 

role in the production of meaning; therefore, the subject is unaware of the perpetuating 

production of representations. We arr plafed in worlds of negotiating power relations, 

constantly reworking our own ideas of ourselves, and in doing so, contuiuously changing 

our meaning m place and our understandhg of place. 

To understand how places are created h m  pure space invo Ives an examination of 

the relationship between space and the.  We have a sense of space because we move 

and of time because we undergo recurrent phases of tension and ease (Tuan, 1977). 

Understandably, people differ in their awareness of space and the,  and this magnifies 

ciiffirent spatio-temporal reatities of mdividuals and their experïence m place, Activity, 

m space, makes space and t h e  relative to how the selfis orienteci m the environment and 

distance becomes a meaningless spatial concept apart fiom the idea of a goal or a place 

(Tuan, 1977). Twn relates place as a pause m time that occurs through movement in 

space. The pause, the time taken to cxperience, makes it possible for a locaiity to become 

a centre of feIt vdue. 



As Jarneson (1991) notes, the distinction is between the interrelationship of time and 

space, rather than between these two hepamble categories themsehres. Therefore, space 

and time are not pure eXpenences in themseives. 

As W i  and Stuart (1998) note, sense of place is commonly refemd to as 

place relationships that are based on a local understanding of place. However, local 

senses of pIace relstiooships do not encompass the depth and breadth of place 

experiences. In many 9istances tolirists and regular visitors to natural areas, experience 

profound place experiences. Thus, arguments of fkdianty  and rootedness do not 

necessanly apply. The movement h m  a locaIized sense of place to a more holistic 

version means that land use p h e r s  and rnanagers have to address deeper meaniugs 

associateci with place that encompass a variety of place experiences. As Cuthburtson, 

Heine aiid Whitson (1997) caution, downpiaying the d e  of travelling in the development 

of a deep sense of place is, at best, i g n o ~ g  the cultural and political issues at han& and 

at worst, destructive to attempts at building positive relationships among places. The 

authors state that rootedness is a romanticized notion that reflects either a privileged 

position of being able to stay in one place over time or ignores those that have inherentiy 

mobile Westyles. Furthemore, the p o t d  for oppressive social conditions within the 

context of community may prove to be an effective M e r  to the realisation of the 

deepest and most profound sense of places (Cuthbertson et al., 1997). 

The centre of methodoIogical debates about measurement of sense of place lies in 

determinhg the role of m e g s  in laadscape and pIace relationships. Williams and 

Patterson (1994) explore the word "nieaning" m order to derstand the roIe of groups in 



the tmmnhîon of culture and the development of  cultural symbols with respect to pkce. 

The human mind is a meaning-&g system (Bruner, as cited m Williams & Patterson, 

1994). Baumeister (1991) notes that meanings can be categorised into two broad 

categories: discembg pattenu m the envitonment and controlling oneself; mchding 

regulathg one's i n t e d  States. Meaning can represent the interpretation the individual 

imbues on a place and meanings c m  be symbolicdy and socidy determineci and 

susf8med h u g h  the. IndividULtlS do not mate meaning on their own; and vahie 

judgements h m  their society (Baumeister, 1991). 

Williams and Patterson (1 994) present four approaches to understanding the fidl 

rimge of Iandscape meanings: scenic/aesthetic, a&Q/goal propeaies, socio-cultural 

meanings, and mdividual expressive meanings. The sceuidaesthetic approach 

emphasises tangible fatures of the landscape that can be easily rneasured and then 

translateci h o  design. This wially involves ïdting particular Iandscape fatintes by 

identifjhg visual q e .  The activityfgoal properties approach views leisure activities 

or the goals that may be fUIfilled through the rerreatiod use of a nsource (WiUbms & 

Patterson, 1994). The emphans is on the perceiveci utility of d o u s  attniutes of the 

sethg m satisfjhg recmtion goals. The Recreaton Oppommity Spectnrm (ROS) and 

bene* based management represents mxeation setthgs as taagile promes thaî cari 

be hventoried and manaped to provide opportunities to fulfil a diveRity of expiences 

and actnnty goals (Driver, 1987). The sofio-ciiIhmI meaning approach emphasises 

that places acquire social and politid meanings through human interaction over the. 

This is a broder fhmework that e m h e s  both ~ang%Ie and mtangî%Ie aspects of phce 



and landscape. The i n d ~ d a a l  upreasive meanhg a p a c h  buiids on the socio- 

cultural appmach but inchdes the d e  of mdividuais in assi- relatively unique 

m d g s  to places and thiogs. Place attachent and identity are constructed, 

maintaineci, and tmdiormd h u g h  mteraction m the landscape (Williams & Pattersoq 

1994). 

W~iiiams and Carr (1993) use a b e w o r k  developed by fou mie^ (1991) to 

cfiaracterize place meanings: tangi~lity, emotionaiity, and commonaiity- Tangibiiity 

refers to the concrete d g s  that are fùnctiond in nature that are symbolized and 

assigneci to place by individuals and culture. Environmental symblism refm to the 

tendency of physicd objects and places to gadU8Uy acquire social meaning through their 

association and over time with padcuIar activities or groups (Stokols, 1990). Places, 

therefure, have a bction, but they also have emotional, symbolic, and spirituai value. 

Emotionaüty cm be tbought of as an indication of the depth or extent of meaning with 

symbolic and spirituai meanings ofim associateci with high Ievels of attachment to an 

object or place (TKrlliams & Cm). Place attachment, including place identity and place 

dependence, would fidi into this category, emphasismg place as bemg an essentid part of 

people's hes. C o m m o ~  refgs to the degree to which mpanings are indMduaüzed 

or socialiy de- and held (Fournier). The social stnichtre dictates the degree to which 

place rneanings Împiicate a specif~c group and a place ( W i  & Cm). 

In conchsion, for mst peop1~ se- of place reféis to the rich and varied 

meanings of places aud emphasises people's tendency to form strong emotional bonds 

with places (Williams & Stuart, 1998). W a m s  and Stnaa o f k  a composite of place 



defhiiions and distiaguih between the différent mterpretations and uses of the word. 

This concept of sense of place is mukifbceted, compiex and has a Vanety of dennitions 

and meanings. Sense of piace is: 

the emotional bonds that people have with places (at Vanous geographic d e s )  ova  

tmie and with familianfl with those places; 

the strongly fel values, meaniags, and symbols that are hard to identify or lmow (ami 

hard to quantify); 

the vaiued qualiiies of a place that even an insider may not be consciously aware of 

until they are threatened or lost; 

the set of place meanings that are actively and continwusly coastnicted and 

reconstnicted within individuai mincis, shared cubes, and social practices; and 

the awareness of the c m  historicai, and spatial context within which d g s ,  

values, and social interactions are formed. 

The Nerature review presents an ovemew of sense of place. A discussion of 

naturai resource management and ecosystem management is inchded to contexhialize 

sense of place in the field of natural  source management. The review fbiiows with a 

general discussion of piace to a more specific anatysis of sense of piace. The literature 

review highlights the socîoniltural perspective Înhawit m peopIeiandsc8pe 

relssiooships and is offered as one element of the plannmg process that should be 

integrated dong with the nannal science perspective. 



It k the opinion of the author that current theories do not reflect the depth of the 

term. Hence there is a danger of using sense of place and joining the sense of place 

parade (Williams & Stuart, 1998) without fully recopkhg the breadth of the concept. 

For the purposes of rrcreation and leisiire studies and natural resource management, there 

is a need to fiame what will be inchideci in a conceptual Wework of sense of place so 

as to incorporate a sense of place approach mto plaiining and management hneworks. 

As is reflected in the literature, some categories and definitions of place and sense 

of place can serve as usefbi ~ e w o r k s  but do not necessariiy encompass ail aspects of 

the term. To adequately reflect the breadth and depth of the term, sense of place 

definitions and hmeworks shouid reflect phnality and Uiciusiveness. Having said that, 

sense of place is diicult to categorize because it is so illusive and fluid. Sense of place 

is a term that bhas boundarîes and crosses over commody accepteci constructs and ways 

of viewing the world, Sense of place requires more research and d y s i s  to M y  

understand the term. Hence, thk rrsearch project is exploratory, reflecting a generai 

insuiry mto %bat is sense of place" and a more specific question of ïHhat is the sense of 

place to the people of Strathcoua" The literanire reflects an overview of the relevant 

concepts and theorïes of place and sense of place. It is the intersection and overlap of the 

lit- that is of importance to this study. Sens of place means affective relationships 

between people and place; however, if social and cuitural processes are fûiiy eXammed, 

sense of place means much more. 

Much of the e a r k  research in landscape and phce was concerned with the 

physical and material rather than the social. However, the phfical expression of culturr 



m the landscape is limited and reflects a denniton of culture that is founded solely on a 

physical and material basis. In cumnt scholarship, cuiture emerges as a domah m wbich 

economic and political contradictions are contested (Jackson, 1989). This view attempts 

to take the dennitions of culture and the role of culturai geography into areas that are 

spatidy and politically Iocated rather than driven by rnethod and techuique. As the 

fouowing qyotaîion h m  Ley (198 1) am attest, the evohition of ideas is a m k e d  

transition: 

In retrieving man fiom vimutl oblivion in positivist science. 
h m s t s  have tended to celebrute the restorarion perhaps too 
much. As a resuIt, meanings, vuiues, consciousness. crearivity, 
and rejlection may well have been overstated while context. 
construint. and social strahfcun'on have been under-dmeIoped 

The goal of this research is to employ a multidisciphary approach m order to 

intertwme some of the concepts used in the management literature with theodes m 

c u M  geography that focus on the muitiplicity of meanings associated with 

understanding individual, social, and cuitund place relationships. The literature review 

provides a comprehensive tiamework to explore how selected m i d e  of Strethcona 

County articulate their views on sense of place. 



METHODOLOGY AND DATA ANALYSIS 

A. An Introduction to Methodology and Data Analysis 

Chapter Three begh with an overview of the study a m  of Strathcona County. 

Relevant information regmding the nature of the community is presented in order to 

contextuah the study. FoIiowing the overview of the study area, a brief explmation of 

the theoretical approach towards quaiîtative methodology is given focussing on an 

examination of qualitative methodology. A brief overview of the hermeneuticd approach 

to quabative rnethodology is expiameci ushg the b e w o r k  of the Seven Cawns of 

Hermeneutical Research as outiined by Kvde (1996). The methods section follows, with 

atîention to the process of conducting in-depth interviews. A brief discussion of the 

partkipant sample and ethical considerati*ons is presented. A discussion of the process of 

data analysis is presented to dernoilstrate the rigor and depth appiied to the interpretive 

p d g m ,  Finaily, the fkmework used to analyse emergent themes is defined 

encapsulating the discussion of methodology, methods, and data anaiysis. 

B. Stady A m :  Strathcoia Coanty 

An owMew of the study area is necesssry to understand the context of the 

research project and the participant sampk (Figures 3.1 & 32). Stratécona County is 

adjacent to Edmonton, the fifth-kgest city in Canada Metro-Edmonton is home to 



25,000 businesses and is the major supply centre for central and noahern Alberta 

Strathcona Co- is the fourth kgest municipality in Alberta and home to over 65,000 

residents. Strathcona County is comprised of an affluent population with a median 

family mcome of over $67,500 per year (Strathcona Co-, 2000). 

Figure 3.1: Map of Sherwwd Park in relation to the nearest major urban centre, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 



Figue 3.2: Map of Strathcona Colmty, Alberta 



Incomes of the population in the immediate area are above average, as Strathcona Cormty 

has the highest average incorne of any Aiberta mmïcipality with a population over 

50,000 people (Stmthcuna County). 

The area has seen a long history of compaing land uses, such as agriculhne, 

industrial and residential development, and recreation and tourism activities amss a 

mosaic of private and public lands (Burak & Swinnerton, 1997). Neariy 94,000 hectares 

(232,000 acres) are under zigricultural production in Strathcona County. There are 

approximately 900 f m  m particular there are 220 grain producing farms and 280 beef 

producing farms (Strathcona County, 2000). Most agricuitural activities are concentrated 

in two areas. Annual crops are gmm north of the Yeliowhead Highway, an a m  

characterized by its exceilent soü quality, whereas, livestock and perenniai forage 

production are found predominantly south of the Yellowhead Highway. The remaining 

fàrmiug operations can be categorised as mixed, dairy, or speciaiity, king elk, buffao, or 

ostrich. Strathcona County is the home of 12 g d o u s e  gmwm totalling over 31,000 

square metres (334,000 square fet) of greenhoue production and 135 hectares (334 

acres) of horticuhural crops (Strathcona County). In addition to agriculture, the metro- 

Edmonton region, hchrdmg Sûxthcoaa Cotmty, is the suppiy and service centre for 

Alberta's ofi and gas hdustry. The Cormty is d e d  nrst in Canada for petro-chemical 

manufacnrring. 

Smce 1990, mdustrial building space in Strathcom Coanty bas increased by over 

91,935 square me-, commercial space has increased by 510,038 spuare metres. In 



1998,100 new businesses were started, rreating 1147 new jobs. Strathcona Co- 

currently has an estimated 2,200 businesses, ranghg k m  one-person operations to plants 

with over 400 employees (Strathcona County, 2000). 

Both short- and long-term &dents üw in S t r a h n a  County, in the Mal or 

outlying areas and in the urban area of Sherwood Park. The thmring agriculture and 

üvestock sector bas resuhed in many residents located in myriad s d  centres m and 

around the Comty. Strathcona residents have access to a mtiety of mban amenities. 

Shemood Park, embedded in the municipdity of Strathcona County, is a leading Alberta 

urban centre with over 42,000 people. Not yet cunsidered a city, Sherwood Park is a 

unique urban centre in that it holds the distinction of king the wor1d7s largest hamlet. 

Sherwood Park contains numerous restaurants, cimg stores, medicai clinics, grocery 

stores, d shops, professionai services, and bIinks. In addition, Straîhcoiia County 

&dents have the advantage of a fidi range of health are, social services, police and 

emergency response units (Strathcona County, 2000). 

Strathcona County is home to numerous leisure and recrpation facilities and 

aftMties. The County borders Ek Island National Park and Blackfoot Recreation area to 

the east, the North Saskatchewan River to the Northwest and the city of Edmonton to the 

west To the south of Strathcona Couety is the Mmiistür Bird Sanctuary. 

The area of Stratécona Coimty was chosen as the focus of this study for a number 

of reasons. FÏÏly, Strathcona County represents an ares cbaractakd by repid growth 

with many competÏng land use issues. The a m i  is a compiIation of both trad3iona.i land 

use sech as agricaltnre, but the ares a b  exemplifies mban sprawl to outlying. Sherwood 



Park, specifidy, is a community m the mi& of q i d  change* The cultural landscape 

has changed h m  primarily a cornmuter suburban community to a city centre with many 

urban amenities. As the commimay continues to grow outward to the rural areas of 

Straîhcona Co-, land use issues will becorne more mute* Furthmre, Stratécona 

County is an area characterized by a high IeveI of ecologicai biodiversity. It was 

origmaUy assumed that people would discuss this in relation to their sense of place. 

However, as the data wiU show, the respondents were for the most part unaware or this or 

did not disc;uss their community m this way. Strathcona Coimty epitomises the nwl 

urban nexus. As North American commuaifies sprawl fùrther oldward the fiice of the 

community changes significantiy. The rationale for choosing this area as the focus of this 

study was to look at a community with many dBerent iaud use issues and to determine 

how people discuss this in rrlation to their sense of place or theù fèeling of well king 

and belonging in their community. Having said that, dthough Strathcoaa County is 

unique in its own right, it is arguable that msny communities across North America are 

fiicing many of the same issues with geographic and population growth. Of interest to 

this study m particular is how people discuss the issues in their commMity in relation to 

how they articulate their féeüngs of sense of place. Although, this thesis is by no meam 

mtended to generatize across similar Noah Amerim communities, it &es open up 

discussion of what is important and meanin@ to the midents of that particular 

commMity. In this way, some of the data may be usefùl when applied to other suburb 

communities. 



C. Metbodologierl Approach 

The fonowing discussion presents an oveMew of the mthodological approach 

used to examine manings and values associated with landscape imd place, a rationaie for 

the use of qualitative methods, and a discussion of the hermeneutic approach adopted for 

this study. 

Bentoa (1 9941, acknowledghg the independent reality of nature, proposes a 

sociological understanding of relationships between society and nature. The basic 

conceptual fhmework of sociology has been to utilise the binary opposition structure in 

orda to organize and categorize opposhg ideas and concepts. Examples of dualistic 

oppositions most c o m n l y  used are subject and object; meaaing and cause; mind and 

matter, human and animal; and culture and nature (Benton). Davis (1 996) proposes a 

scientinc approach that can be applied to the study of the hrmÿin spirit and its relation to 

nature advocating methodological pl&m and an expanded conceptualisatioa 

Included in this approach is the integration of postmodemism to shift the focus 

fkom control and pmgress to realisation of the full potential of the whoIe and its parts. 

The breakdom of UILiVersal muratives shifts emphasis to the local context and to the 

multipücity of meanings found in local contexts The idea that the objective world is 

distinct h m  subjective images is confounded. Focus shifts to the mterprrtetion and 

negotiation of meanings and signs and te* in the social world Sociology of science 

recognises science and technology as productive forces and considers the cuhiaal aspects 

of science (Benton). The need to understand what the environment maris to those who 

intenia with it has led to the adoption of a herrneneutic peqective whEch argues that 



people-environment interaction is bcst mderstood by focusshg on the way m which 

humans eXpenence and mterpret their surroundings (Walmsley & kwh, 1993). A 

hermeneutical approach aliows for specifîc descriptions of setting and experience 

(Pattefson, Watson, W i b m s ,  & Roggenbuck, 1998). 

The hermeneuticai approach is the interpretation of meanings that is concemed 

with specifymg the kinds of rneaMIgs sought with attention to the questions posed to the 

materid (Kvale, 1996). Concepts of conversation and text are pivotal to the dysis, as 

the understanding between the reseamher and subject is possible only to the extent that 

people can initiate a conversation between themselves and bring about a fusion of theH 

different perspectives into new understaodmg (Smith, 1991). The meanings of 

expressions are brought into king through the encotmter of the interpreter and 

intetpreted, and these manings are collstantLy shaped and reshsped as the research 

process unfolds 

The hermeneutiical appmach is most adeqyteiy expiained using the metaphor of a 

&le (Packer & Addison, 1989). The hermeneutic circle (Figure 3.3 & 3.4) emphasises 

the circular relationship between understadhg and interpreting and highlights the 

importance of a background context m the process of interpretation. The entrance is 

@dexi by the forestructure of the mterpreter that serves to articulate the reseamher's 

preiiminary understanding of the subject. The background that the interpreter b r a s  to 

the mquiry wiii shape the understandmg of the intentions and motivations that stand 

behind the topic, but also the interpreter's own understanding (Smith, 1993). The 

fbLWaltd arc of the hermeneutic circle d e s  d w d i n g  possible, wMe the rem arc 

provides an oppommity to evahiate that hrtcrpretEaion 



Projection 

Evaiuat ion 

Entails malllng sense of an entity or 
set of data by drawbg on one's 
forestructue which is the current 
product of one's autobiography 
(beüefk, values, bterests, mterpretive 
heworks)  aad one's reiationship to 
the question or problem. 

Figure 3 3: The Hermeneuticai Circle (Ellis, in press) 

B a c h d  Arc 

Forward Arc 

. -- 

Each loop m the spWl 
represents a separate mquiry 
activity within the study. 

Each loop may represent a 
separate "data collection and 
analysis" activity or it may 
represent retllming to a constant 
set of data with a different 
question 

Often the question for erach new 
loop has been influenced or 
arrivedatthroughwhatwas 
uncovered by the mquiry 
represented by the previous 
loop. 

Figme 3.4: The Henneneutical Loop (EIlis, in press) 



Kvale (1996) oiitlines the seven canons of hmneu t i ca l  rescarch: 

The understanding of the text takes place tbrough a pmcess in which the meaning of 

the separate parts is determined by the meaning of the whole. Each part influences 

the otha contricbuting to the innnite process of gainhg access to the meanùig. 

The back and forth process baween the parts and the whole ends when the htcrpreter 

has reached good gestalt. This is represented by an inner imay of text fke of logical 

contradictions and when the meanhgs of different themes make patterns that are 

logid and coherent. 

The process requires the testhg of interpretaîioa This ropuirrs the mterpreter to 

enter mto a dialogue with the subjects about the meaning of their statements, enabhg 

the intcrpreter to deepen and extend the intexview statements and in the process 

clarify the text 

The text shouid be understood on the bask of its o m  fiame of reference. 

The hermeneutic process necessitates knowledge of the topic in question. The 

researcher must be sensitive to nuances of meanings expressed and the diffèrent 

contexts mto which meanhgs may corne mto being. 

The process of mterpretation is not presuppositiodess. Rather, the m h e r  canwt 

interpret without acknowledging his or her understanding of the topic. Furthemore, 

the mterpreter's undeTstandmg must be mchided in the afcolmt of the interpretation. 

Wthin hermeneutics there is an mherent notion of mat* that dows the 

researcher to go beyond what is given and embrace the differentiaiions and 

interrelations present m the te* 



Thus, there is an element of spontaneity m the research pmcess that dows the interpreter 

to flemile and adaptable throughout the process @p. 48-49). 

The goal of this research is to uncover the d g  that is inherent to the text of 

comrersation. The way the meanhg is uncovered depends on the mterpretive process 

that serves to d o w  the meaning to r e v d  itself (Kvale, 1996). 

D. Methods 

The mcthods section will outline the participant sample, the use of bdepth 

in te~ews as a means of data collection, and the method of data analysis. The method of 

data anaiysis section wiU inchde a detaiied description of interaction with the data and 

the specific approach taken to o r g e ,  analyse, and mterpret the interview material. 

a) Indepth Interviews 

Since the hermeneutic process is besed on mterpretmg meanhg through text, m- 

depth interviews were empioyed as the primary method of data collection. The 

qualitative research interview attempts to understand the worid h m  the subject's point 

of view, to d o l d  the meaning of people's experiences, to uncover their hed  world prior 

to scientific explanations (Kvaie, 19%). Interviews can provide deep and meaningfid 

data that reveal each individuaI's perspective. The purpose of the in-depth m t e ~ e w  is to 

obtam description of the üfe world of the participant with respect to interpretmg the 

meaning of the topic (Peshkh, 1993). The conversational approach to the mterview 

process gives the mterpreter an oppommity to Ieam about experiences, kihgs, and 

hopes in a semi-stntctured format- 



The i n t e ~ e w  gives no direct access to unaduitered provinces of pure meanings but is a 

social production of meankgs through linguistic interaction (Kvaie, 1996). 

The number of subjects necessary depends on the purpose and nature of the snidy. 

In current interview studies, the number of mtemiews tends to be around 15*10 (Kvale, 

1996). This number is Iikeiy due to a combination of the t h e  and resources available for 

the metuch project. A cornmon d ique  of this type of mterview study is that the 

f'mdings are not gcncraluable because they are not statisticaily representative of large 

popuhtions. Lfthe aim is to obtain more general knowledge, then the focus shodd be on 

a few intensive case studies (Kvde). Focussing on fewer cases d e s  it possible to 

investigate m detail the relationship of a specific behaviour to ïts context, to work out the 

logic of the reiationship between the individuai and the situation (Kvale). The humantktic 

view impIies that every situation is unipue. Each phenomemn has its own mtrinsic 

structure and logic; therefm, the quest for universaI knowledge is rephced by an 

emphasis on the hetemgeneity and contexhiality of knowledge, with a shift h m  

generalization to contextuakation. 

In this study, the data collection process consisted of formal interviews that were 

tape-recordecl. Each interview was conducted with the participant's M e n  consent, 

attained by the researcher @or to the mtmiew. The mtewiews were transcn'bed and 

coded to secure confidentiality. The transcription of the interviews began Unmediately 

after the fkt mtaview was compIeted. On h d g  the interviews again, and then writhg, 

many ideas came to the forefiont of my thinkmg. The tnmscription was specinc and 

detailed; nuances were noted, including Iaughter, pauses, mertainty, sadness and otba 



emotions. When 1 read the tnuiscriptions oveq the de& helped to trigger mernories of 

the interview and set the context. One challenge of qualifative methods is the managing 

large amounts of data. 1 had approximateIy 500 hundred pages of tmscricbed interviews. 

Concurrentfy, because of the conversation style employed m the h-depth htewiew 

technique, the data was very unstruchned, requiring the same amount of attention king 

to each word and ihe in the text. 

Each interview rangeci h m  45 to 90 minutes in Iength depending on situational 

factors, for example prior cornmitments and famly obligations. The interviews werr 

opmendecf aud exploratory allowiug the to play a key d e  in shaping and 

guküng of the interview (Patten, 1987). The interview questions were a guideline for the 

interview and did not fUy structure the discussion, thereby, resulting in a semi-structured 

intervi-ew. The process was flemile to allow foiIow-up on what was said dinmg the 

course of the interview. This enabled me to ask questions and ciai@ responses during 

the pmcess. The purpose of the interviews was not to uncover pre-existing meanings but 

to support the respondent in developmg thek meanings throughout the course of the 

interview (Kvaie. 1996). For this rcason, the interview began with broad, generic 

questions related to sense of place and then shifted to a more focussecl discussion of s e w  

of place associateci with Strathcona County and Sherwood Park (see Appendix A for 

int-ew questions). 

lUthough thexe are a number of diverse and cornpetmg mtetests in Strathcona 

Co-, the resemh concentrateci on long- and short-term tesidents (short-term is 



defineci as üWig in the iirea for five years or les). A temporal distincton was chosen 

because many sense of place studies report a correlation between length of residency and 

feelings of sense of place (Tuan, 1977,1980; Relph, 1976). Also, a discussion of length 

of residency gives insight mto people-place reiationships and d e m e n t  patterns anci 

changes in the area 

A modified snowball sarnple was implemented to obtain six participants h m  

each group for a total of twelve interviews on this topic. An attempt was made to target 

three rurai (outlying ara) participants and tbree urban (Sherwood Park) participoints k m  

the long- and short-term residency categories (see Appendix B for more information 

about research participouits). The primary criterion of eligibility was that the participant 

be a resident of Strathcona County. Participants were selected based on their willmgness 

to participate in in-depth interviews. Mial contact was made over the telephone and then 

interviews scheduled An oppominity to re-interview each person, ifnecessary, was built 

into the consent form signed upon beguinuig the mtdew process. 

Under the hermeneutical approach, the researcher must be p-d to deepen his 

or her understandmg in the course of the research (Smith. 1991). For this reeson, 1 kept a 

penonal journal throughout the course of the research. The j o d  was essential for note 

taking chrring the W e w  and for refiection after. The journal dowed me to reflect on 

tht rrsearch process as  it untolded and aIIowed me to document rny own hterpretations 

of the m h  so that I could track how my perspectives changecl as the rrsesrch 

progressed. Biases about my own conceptions of sense of phce, the cpbt ive process 

ÎtseK and the fàct thaî the nitOrmation was evenhrany gohg to be fomatted hto a highly 

sbnictured thesis 'prOduct", - these ideas and others were reffected upon m the j o d  



The joumai was also a useful document that 1 could refer back to duriog the nnal 

analysis of the data It was draing the reflections that mmy ideas were bom and thought- 

out. The j o d  was also usefiil because there were many important exchanges in the 

interview that happened d e r  the tape recorder was turned of£ For mstance, 9 out of 12 

respondents m t e d  to show me around eaher their house or their property. These 

informal tours of their personai F e  brought up discussions that did not necessarily end 

up on the ûmsmiptions. The journal was used to coiiect the more informal aspects of the 

intewiew process. The j o d  aiso dowed me to chronicle my own sense of place and 

acted as a b i s  for the personal joucney section of the thesis in the introduction and 

concbion. 

c) Ethical Considerations 

Interprezation is oriented by the researcher's effort to corne into the hermeneutic 

circle m an appropriate mimer (Smith, 1993). An interview inquiry is a moral 

rmdertaknig. Interview research involves the danger of "expertification" of meanings 

where the expert expropriates the meanhgs fiom the subject's h e d  world and reines 

them mto categones to express some more basic reality (Kvale, 1996). The personal 

na- of interview mteraction affects the participaut. The idiormation that is xveaied 

intorms our understanding of the hurnan experience of the hed world, but this process 

shouid not be taken for granteci. Moral research behaviom requires "sensaMty to 

i d e  ethicat issues and the teehg of responsi%ility to act appropriately m regard to 

such issues" (Eisner & Peshkm as d e d  in K d e ,  1996, p. 136). 



The research was guided by the reguiations set out by the General Facdties 

C o d  of the UniverSay of Ameaa A proposal was submitted to the ethics review 

cornmittee of the Faculty of Physicai Education and Recreirtion of the University of 

Alberta AU research participants were treated m an ethicai mariner and participation was 

informed and vohuitary (see Appendix C for the informed consent form). Each mterview 

began with an overview of the topic to be studied and an outhe of the objectives of the 

proposai. It was expressly stated that the participant was k e  to withdraw &om the 

process at anytmie during the course of the reserirch. Furthermore, the data were kept 

strictiy conndentiai. The participants' reai names or any other identifiable uiformation 

have not been reveaied in the nnal thesis or throughout the duration of the project. The 

interview tapes and wnttm documentation were kept under the researcher's supervision 

and wiîi be destroyed foilowing completion of the study. 

E. Data Anaiysis 

A postmodem approach m hameneutics forgoes the search for ûue fixexi 

meanings and emphasises descriptive nuances, differences, and paradoxes (Kvaie, 1996). 

There is a change h m  a substmtkd to a relational concept of meanhg. Therefore, 

meanhg interpretation goes beyond a stntcturing of the manifest meanings of a text to a 

deeper and Iess dennitive mterprrtrdon of the text (Kvale). For thk tesson, it is 

important to keep in mhd that the interpretations presented m this thesis are the author's 

O@. It is possible that anyone teading this data may have a different mterpretation. 

Hahg said thk, "control is a key issue for the d y s i s  of large amormts of complex 

interview data" (Kvaie, p. 201). 



The d e r  of an isterpretive qyahtive study has to be able to "see" how the researcher 

came to the conchuions and must understand the context of the information king stated. 

There are two approaches to control the interview dysis .  These are the use of 

multiple mtetpreters and the expikation of procedi<res (Kvaie, 19%). 1 will employ the 

explicatin of p o c e ~ s  method. This interpretive adysis foilows a specific pattem of 

logic and will be outiined below so the reader can understand the b i s  of this @c&r 

mterpretation. The main point to be rrmembered with this type of fesearch is not so 

much whether another perspective wah respect to the data could be adopted, but whether 

a reader adopting the same viewpoint as articuiated by the restarcher c m  also see what 

the researcher saw (Giorgi, as citeci in Kvale). 

This analysis re-contexcuaüscs the statements within a broader frame of refmnce. 

An interpreter's presuppositions enter into the questions he or she poses to the materiai 

(Kvale, 1996). The broader h e  of refkrence in this case is the author's academic 

background (reading, course work, comrersations) and personai background (gender, 

race, chus). I have endeavoured to go beyond what was said in the interviews to 

d e t d e  relationships of meaning not immediately apparent in the text. Initially, this 

requires a certain distance fiom what is said in order to recontexhialize the concept. 

In orda to accomplish this, t was important to reflect of the p k y  of the 

questions king asked of the text. Herrneneutical and pst-modem modes of 

understanding allow for phnality of interpretation (Kvaie, 1996). There arr rmiltiple 

questions that am be posed to the merial, wah different questions Ieading to Mirent 

meanïngs of the materiai (KvaIe). 



A hermeneibic question is not only a matter of the question the reader poses to a text, but 

also of "openness to the ~uestions with which the te* codhnts the reader" ( K d e ,  p. 

2 1 1). 

Quaiitative data andysis invohres struchning large and cornplex interview 

materid mto a comm&cable Wework for the reader. Upon completion of the 

enuiscnpts, the data was importeci into the NUD*IST software analysis program. 

NUD*IST stands br Non-numerid Unstruchned Data Inde* Searching and 

Theorking. It is a cornputer package designed to aid users in handling unstntctured data 

in e t i v e  anaiysis, by supporthg processes of CO- data in an Index system, 

xarching text or patterns of coding, and theorizing about the data (QSR NLTD*IST, 

1997). The tbree min uses of NüD*IST are managirtg documents, creating ideas and 

rnanaging categories, and asking qyestions and building and testmg theories about the 

data. 

The next part of the anaiysis consistecl of c k d j h g  the material, elimmating 

reptition and extraneous infionnation. This was probably the most time-consuming part 

of the process as it was important to guard against the deletion of important data This 

step was vaal to discero what was essential to answer the research question (Kvaie, 

1996). 

a) Metho& of Data Analysis 

The adysis "proper mvolved developmg the m h g s  ofthe interview, bringhg 

the respondent's own understanding mto Light, as weil as providing new perspective h m  

the resemher on the phemmna" (Kvale, 1996, p. 190). The f i e  main approaches to 



the d y s i s  of meaning are condensation, categorisaîion, narrative stnictwhg, 

interpretation, and ad hoc methods (Kvaie). In this shldy 1 have employed the 

interpretive method. 

The andysis can be done in a variety of ways accordhg to Miles and Hubermaa 

(1994). The foilowing steps represent the process of analysis used in this study. 

Note patterns and themes 

This part of the analysis was on-going and began after completion of the first 

inte~ew. Re-visiting the interviews through the traascripts and tapes was vital to 

get a seme of the respondents and to identify themes as they emerged. 

At this time, I was gohg back to the iiterature to situate myself with the findings 

of other sense of place studies. 1 a b  began reading more about comrnunity, 

family Iife, and childhood experiences of space. 

Clustering 

The ciustering starteci to take place when appmximately halfof the interviews 

were completed At that tirne it was apparent that cornmon themes had emerged. 

In order to begin to chuter the themes 1 did three thingn 

Word document d o n  

- 1 created word documents around certain themes. 1 cut and 

pasted interview quotes hto correspondmg word documents 

and then made notes under each pote. 



Poster Creation 

- I created a poster for each theme then cut up the interviews and 

pked quotes under the corresponding poster heading. This 

proved invduable a s  it gave a visuai of the "large picture". 

NIID*IST Qualitative Anaiysis 

- NUD*IST software dows the m h e r  to implement data 

(interview eanseripts) and o r g h  information effectively and 

efficiently. I employed NUD*IST only to orgartize the data 

Although this is a great organisational tool it is stiU up to the 

researcher to tell the software what to look for. If  the 

objectives of thc study were more comprehensive and 

involveci, NUD*IST would bave been a good tool to keep 

asking questions of the &ta. 

Articalnting contrasts and cornparisons 

This tool was pivotal in working with the data. 1 began to discover that people 

ofien talk about their s e w  of place in opposition to something else. For instance, 

it was easier to explam a complex concept by discussing what it was not. I will 

retum to this point later to show how this is miportant in the way knowtedge 

about somethmg is coDstructed. However, for the piapose of this section, the 

comparisons and con- baween the mterviews made 1 possiale to o r g h  

arotmd particdm hmeworks that will be disnissed lata on. 



Subsuming particulan iider the genenl 

This tool was used most effectively when organizing sub-firimeworks under the 

g e n d  broad-based fiameworks. This was employed m the Word document 

creation and poster d o n  (Figure 3.5). See example on the foliowgig page: 

Poster # 2: Urban and R d  Space 

Rural Urban 

Suburb c e  

Periphery Centre 

Safety Danger 

Inclusion Exclusion 

Same Daerent 

Figare 3.5: An example of the poster created for the emgent them endtled Urban and 
R d  space 

Making conceptual theoretid coherence 

This step involved going bsck to the literature to review the reading that serveci as 



a basis for the study. It also mant fin- new literature to sùed üght on my 

fÏndiogs. It was then a matter of checking my own biases against the data. It was 

a very circular process of data analysis in order to determine theoreticai 

CO herence. 

b) BUiary Oppositions 

The tiamework for the analysis m this section is based on binaries and 

oppositions. h s t  ail respondents taiked about their sense of place in relation 

to sornethmg that they considered to be oppsite to it. For instance, in talking 

about characteristics of the suburbs, most respondents would relate these areas 

to the city or to the country. This led to thinking about other oppositions 

appareut in the materhi, such as private and public space, d and wban, long- 

and short-term residency, and local and non-local leisure. 

1 Reason 1 Passion 1 
I White I Black I 
1 Science 1 Art I 

Figure 3.6: Examples ofbbmy oppositions. 

1 Male F e d e  I 



Sa in opposition to each o h ,  these bmaries are mutually exclusive categories 

such that @en examples belong to one category or another, but not to both. The 

priacipIe of binary opposition depends on a notion of a fixed identity. IdenMy, however, 

is a fluid concept as the data in this study refiects (Figure 3.6). The kft side of the biaray 

rdects EnIightenment thidÛng and has structured mch of the way that we look at the 

world aad stnictu~ mstitutonal and social relations Thaefore, the qualities on the left 

side of the binary have been privileged over the quaiities on the right. Biuary oppositions 

refîect a structuralist approach and are based on essentialist p ~ c i p l e s  It is this aspect of 

sttucturalism that is most vigorously attacked by postmodernists. For example, the b i ï  

between "inndeness" and "outsideness" is contentious for postmodemists. It is unclear 

where the b i d e  ends and the outside begins. It is argued that what is iaside and outside 

are one thing and can not be separateci into two separate entities. Derrida (1976) utüised 

this notion finf to undermine the tropes of representation known as the Enlightenment 

project or modemism. Demda applied structuralist modes of d y s i s  to find an 

underlying systern of relationships, the structure withm which any individuai event couid 

have a meanïng. 

The use of binary oppositions undertakes to de-centre the pmrileged sites of the 

dominant discourse. This led Demda to examine other binary couplets. He fotmd that the 

privileghg of one term over the other Ied to the preknce of one tenn workhg et the 

expense or exchision ofthe other. Deconstruction as DerrÎda (1976) explains is a way to 

expose, reverse, and dismande b b r y  oppositions with their hienuchies of value. That is 

to d e r  the mitenable logic which, whüe pitching one term aga& the other, fàiIs to 

recognise t k  each term dinérs h m  and d e h  to the other term. This means that even 



though "good" is distinct h m  evii, as the prMleged tem, gwd also depends for its 

meaning on association with its subordhate opposite evil. This suggests a degree of 

negation between opposite terms, each becoming a "trace" of the other, but &O indicates 

the impossibüity of ever maintainhg a clear-cut division in the form of an opposite. 

Among other things, this blurs the binary and opens up a host of questions to the way we 

o r g h  things m Society. It also points to the unstable nature of meaaing. Tbrough 

deconstmîion Demda seeks to overcome this. To overcome this difference is to 

subsume two opposing ternis into one fùsion. 

Sense of place is a term that has k e n  positioned on the "nature" side of the 

binary. It represented the unexplamable, the tmknown, and the mystical. A useful way to 

understand this phenornena is to orgaaize it according to the principles of the 

Enlightenment, nameiy tmth, rationaiity, and science. That which is clear, reasonable, 

and proven is easier to understand than that which is unknown, unexplahable, and 

mystical. Debunking or daonstnicting the myth of the binary and the way that we view 

our sense of place is one way to examine the notions that the myth is buik upoa Myths 

perpenüite ideas that the world is organized m very specinc ways, priviieghg some ways 

of knowing over others. 

In the Iiteraîure, sense ofpiace is presented as a concept that comtes 

emotionaiity, symbolism, spintuality ami the iike* It is expressed as king the direct 

opposite of science and scientific thinking. Ifundezstood in the traditional positmstic 

way, the resuit is an essentialist, reductionist, and linear undentandhg of sense of piace. 

It is "easier" to caîegorize the soci- mrdersf8tlciings oflandscape and place on the 



side of the b'unknownn. It autornatidy closes the discussion of experience in spice and 

negotiaton of space. Ifhunian mteraction in place is only derstood as a material and 

physical expression m space or as an emotiooal reaction to space, the discussion of sense 

of place is WecL Howeva, ifthe relationship between people and p k e  is put mto 

questions and traditional notions of place are disupted, seiw of place can serve as a 

usefiil tool for discussing social relations m space. 

During the data analysis stage, it became apparent that people o h  spoke of their 

tived experiences m place m opposition to something else. For instance, the city is 

dangexous, but subwbs, such as Sherwood Park, are safie. However, the emeigent 

thematic idionnation that was most mteresting mis that aithough people talk about places 

that they f e l  are important m very distmct and often polanPd ways, many of these ideas 

may be bascd on alrnost mythic beliefs. Therefore hierarchies associated with certain 

themes were disnrpted and ïinmttbs" exposed Mead of viewing concepts of place as 

polarinxi and separate entities, 1 have placed them on a continuum. In most cases, the 

information speaks for itself; however, m some cases new iiterature has been utiiised to 

explain concepts more f.ully. Sense of place is a very fluid and dWc concept. It 

evolves and changes over the Life span and is relative to socio-dernographic factors, such 

as class, gender, sexuaiity, and race. For this rraso~, the data is presented m an open 

dialogue formai to discuss place and space in different ways. 

Figure 3.6 represents the hmework for the interpretive process used m uUs 

thesis. The chapters of the thesis are organhd accordmg to the fouowing h e w o r k  

based on emrgent themes uncovered m the data adysis  section ofthe thesis. Each 

chapter is organized arotmd one bmary opposition and them is broken dom fctnther based 



on the identined subcategories. Chapter four details the relationship between public and 

private spaces. This discussion inchdes an mtexpretive analysis of the intewiew data 

focusing on individuai and social spaces, specindy places such as homes, schook, 

churcheq and communities Chepter five focuses on the opposition of rural and urban 

space, This discussion mchdes issues of danger and dety in places, inclusive and 

exclusive places, and sameness and différence found in pke .  Cbapter six examines 

urban and rurai spwes, lookhg specifidy at rootedness and nemess, nostalgia and 

modemity, and ad& and chüd relationships with place. Chapter seven explores local and 

non-local Ieisure. 

1 Binary Opposition Framework ( Corresponding Sub-eitegories 1 
( for chapter organisation 1 within erch binary 1 
Chapter 4: 
Private and Public Space 

individual and Personal Spaces 
SocialandculturalSpaces 

Chapter 5: 
Rural and Urban Space 

Figure 3.7: Chapter headings and binary oppositions categories and subategories. 

Cornmunity Spaces 
S d  Town Ideology 
UrbadCityIdeoIogy 

Chapter 6: 
Long- and Short-term Residency 

Chapter 7: 
Local and Non-Local Leisure 

Cheipter Three presented a comprehrnsM ovewiew of the methodological 

approach employed in the study of how resïdents of Sûaîhcona County articulate their 

seiw of place in relation to thek comrnUnay. The chapter began with a brief discussion 

Suburban Ideology 
Rwtedness vs, Newness 
Tradition vs.  ode 
Adukvs, Chlld 
LocaiLeisure 
Non-local Leisure 



of Strathcona County and relevant information regmding the nature of the community 

was presented in order to contextdize the snidy. Foilowing the o d e w  of the study 

ares, a bnef expladon of the theoretid approach towards qualitative methodology was 

provided. Qualitative methodology was discussed by explaining the hermeneutical 

approach and semi-structured Mepth interviews used in the study. Subject selection 

ethical considerations were d i s c d  emphasising the vohintary nature of the study and 

respondent wiümgness to participate m the study. A discussion of the process of data 

d y s i s  was then presented to demonstrate the ngor and depth associated with the 

mterpretive paradigm. The b h r y  opposition b e w o r k  used to analyse ernergent 

themes was defmed and explrtined encapsulating the discussion of mthodology, 

methods, and data analysis. Findy, an outhe for the subseqwnt thesis chapters was 

presented to guide the reader through the emergent themes in the discussion portion of 

the thesis, 



CHAPTERFOUR 

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SPACE 

A, An Introduction to Private and Public Space 

Piaces are geographid spaces, mental constnicts, and haghary extensions of 

iived experiences. They are r d  and c o m t e  but a h  drea~-like and irnaginary. 

However, the real and the Snagmed present a binary opposition and reflect a way of 

thinking that is perhaps too structured, not accounting for many different ways of 

negothhg the spatial world. Space is either seen as a conaete mateiial form to be 

mapped, dysed,  and explained; or as a mental constnict or idea about and 

~presentative of space and its social signiscance (Soja, 1996). As this thesis has evolved 

to consider the duaüsm present in thinking about F e ,  this opposition will be caiied into 

question as  weii, to d e t d e  ifspace can be thought of m a way that is uot bormded by 

the stru~nne of "in" and "out." For this reason, the discussion section of the thesis begins 

with an andysis of tht binary opposition of private and public space. A discussion of 

private F e ,  such as the home, will be presented fouowed by an examination of social 

and culturd spaces. The binary is disnipted through a close examniation of how 

midents of Strathcona County articulate their views of sense of place m relation to 

private and public spaces. 

B. Persona1 and Individual Spaees 

The data a d y s k  and discussion sedon be- with an exploration of the 

individual and personal phces-the places where people kl they have a sease of weii- 



bemg, cornfort, and perhaps a greater sense of themseIves. Sense of place was often 

taIked about as something mtensely persoaal and Iocdized. This necessariiy refiects the 

private notions of sense of place. Sense of place can be "ownedn and a certain degree of 

codort cm be taken in such profoundly intimate connections with places. It can be a 

personal place that is removed fiom the rest of the world, one where there is solace and 

fieedorn m %hg m your own worid." ûne respondent's discussion of his or her seuse 

of place being in his or her "head" is an example of t h .  

I thmk of sense of place as  féehg cornfortable in my h d  When I 

run and roUer blade, if 1 feel tense, 1 iike to be in a widespen ara  

and domg sornething where I cm lose myself 1 get a sense of 

phce withh myself, withm my mind 

The following respondeat discussed his recliner has behg his place. It is where 

he can lose W e l f  and feel a sense of belonging at the same time. Although a very 

Iocalizexi place, this important place gives the tespondent a sems of wefl-king and 

cornfort* 

My sense of place is in my mliner. Tt is basically a sports chair. 

I'm m a different world when I'm watchhg a football game Wte in 

a selnsh way. Recher's fcct up for the night., But if1 thmk of 

recher 1 automaticdy think of sports; it is my place. It was the 

first piece of nrmihne we bought before anything else. Recher, 

TV, andvm 



From a very localized version of sense of place we move hto a discussion of 

seme of place behg a kling associated with ssfety and codort. It is a place where 

you can be who you are withouî féar or judgement. The themes of belonging and féehg 

secure emerged fiom the data and are important indiCators of kling a sense of place in 

space. The following quotation reveals how profoundiy these ideas influence concepts 

of seif. 

Sense of place is whem you belong. I thmk it is w h m  you fée1 

d e  and most cornfortable. It is a place where you fit in, where 

you belong, where you feel cornfortable. Because dl those things 

are contriiuting factors to someone king sucfessful in ail aspects 

of their We. 

Sense of place is a feeling that is w t  just comected to wide-open places It can 

be felt in the srnaIIest of places and the most interior places. A féelmg of seuse of place 

cm occur in very Iocalized physical places, for instance, m a chair or at a @ d a r  

s & h g  ara. It is intensely personai and intimate and very much comected to a sense of 

having a personai place, a place where you can go to get "Iost". 

a) Home 

One of the pl- most &en rnentioned m ternis of embodyhg a sense of p k  

was the home. In many cases the home connotes k h g s  of belonghg and m n t s  a 



place where you cm be who you d y  are. The space, both physicaliy and sociaily, is 

cornfortable and d e  for many of the respondents. It is also a space tbat is organized to 

reflect what is desired and the attitudes that are sissociated with the 'ïdea" of home. 

Home, therefore, is a physical place, but it is also an idea and conceptuajisation of what a 

home shouid be. The idea of home has evolved to become an important place is ou- 

collective understanding of liwd experience. 

My sense of place is the home and 1 need a home. It's very 

important to have a home aml a place to retreat, The home is a d e  

place. And, hopefully a happy place. 

The above quotations reveal the power of the home place in de- important 

spaces. In the interviews, home was mon often associated with a sense of place and 

identity. As Sarup (1994) says, %e are where we corne hm; Ït is part of the story we 

teil of ourselves" (p. 93). For many of the respondents, home embodied pleasant 

memories, intimate situations, security, love, comfiort, relaxation, privacy, and watmth. 

As such, a more thorough discussion of home is necessary to explore the ways in which a 

home is traasformed fkom a space to an important piace that influences both individuai 

and group senses of piace. 

"Hom is what you associate your mernories with." 

The abow respondent staternent demo~l~trates the possibiüty of home becoming 

an important place through mteraction, A considerabIe amount of time is spent m the 

home, and it is a site of important Me experiences As time passes, the site becomes 



m h e d  m our undentadhg of place and intmiately tied to experience. Tuan (1977) 

discusses home as a place that is known through extensive use. It becomes part of a 

collective identity, so xnuch so that it is difficult to be reflective of its Unportance. It is so 

much a part of daily Ke in place, so close to us, that it is diacult to separate 60m the 

lived experience in place. The house, as a physical structure, does not comprehensively 

consthte the idea of home. Home is more than a geographical location. It is realised 

through all the senses and becornes tangiile and concrete through meanings acquired 

over t h e  that, m tum, become memories. The home is a "place where every day is 

mdtiplied by aIl the days before a" (Tuan, 1977, p. 144). 

I think of home when I think of sense of place because 1 had a 

good home Me growing up. 1 think you're cornfortable there and 

relaxed there and you can think there and do whatever you want. It 

is not n e c e s d y  the house, but just my home. You feel accepted 

and "known" because ifyou're cornfortable with people mund 

you and where you're at, then you can be yourself too. And then 

when you have your own home, you want it to emit the same 

feelings of comfiort. 

The above quotaiion shows the way m which the respondent articulates the 

importance of a home place. However, it is important to reak  that m the b e g i h g  of 

the statement, the respondent qualifiecl the rrsponse by sayihg, "I had a good home life." 

In many ways the dennition of a good home üfe is contentious and Werent for 

everyone. Clearly, however, a "good home W am impact sense of place profÔmK11y. 



A h ,  it should be noted that home and positive klings of sense of place are not 

m i v e d  In many ways that home can connote negaîive senses of place and aui dÏsrupt 

commody held notions of sense of place as only a positive relationship to place. The 

following atternpts to discuss the impact of a negative home environment. 

1 have a hard tirne gohg to the ho- 1 grew up in 1 never drive 

by it, Iike some people drive by the houses that they grew up in 

When 1 thmk of that house, 1 fée1 a pit in my stoniach. Too many 

memories and stuffthere. 1 know that it is a place wéae I did not 

feel at peace. 1 would associate a feeling of anxiousness to that 

place- 

This statement highlights the notion that sense of place is wt a static entity unto 

but rather a contentious and variable term and concept, The ambiguity of the term 

can be explored more fuiiy by examinhg the home as a place of identity and mots- The 

home acts as grounding place for many people and, whether positive or negative, it is 

pervasive and Muentid. 

Home is usualiy identined with the idea of roots. Like trees, when we are yomg 

we are phteci m a piace and life emences start to grow out of us, aad those 

emences, 'bot" us mto the place. People search for th& mots for a renewed pride in 

identity and identification with home or a homeland (Samp7 1994). Rmts are locaîed in a 

certain place and give nifDrmation about culture, history, ancestry, M y ,  a d  andon. 

However, ï t  t arguabie that these mots are not concrete or static. Culture, history, and 

tradition, ahhough grounded m reality7 are fluid and andys changing. They ere symbols 



of identity that are -ed vahie through interaction and experience. The paradox 

regarding symbok d rneanhgs is that thmkmg about them creates distaoce and destroys 

the immediacy of the W experiDence. Yet, it is by thoughtfid reflection that the illusive 

moments of the past draw near to us in present reality and gain a meesure of signifïcance 

and meaning (Tuan. 1977). 

Se- of place to me means belonging. Where you belong is pretty 

much where you bang your bat. Like ihis is my home, but it's also 

just a house. And it's what I make out of it and what 1 need most 

out of it, that d e s  it my homa It has to be what 1 make it out to 

be, not what other people think it should be. 

Many respondents reported that home represents a sense of place because i? is a 

private place, a place where a degree of ownership and contml dows a person to make 

the space what he or she wmts it to be. As this theme began to emerge h m  the data, a 

relationship betwccn p h t e  spgce and personai places became apparent. In contrast, 

public places were not reported as king important to an individual's personal sense of 

place; this led to an exploration into the development of a more private conception of 

space. In fact, the organisation of home owr the centuries hes refiected a transition h m  

coliective and more public h g  spaces to the development of private home places. 

Homes used to serve as pubIic places before there were public places such as restaurants, 

hotek, pubs, and corner stores. As Rcently as 300 years ago, Me was inherently more 

public, due to lack of personal ownership and technologicai limitations. People shared 

Kng, eatin& sleeping, play, and workspaces. Ovei the, there has been a deeper 



awareness of self and the internai world of the individual and the fàmiiy as a private 

preserve. This coincided with the devdopment of the house as a setting for interior Me. 

For the bourgeois ciass specifiically, the home became a residence and people begaa to 

work ohde the hom in traditional proféssf0onal occupations. For example, professionals 

such as doctors, lawyem, and bookkeepers tended to work outside of the home in office 

spaces. 

The house evolved to becorne a more private place. Along with the privatization 

of the home, a growing sense of htimacy arose. Before the idea of the "borne as the seat 

of tamily We could enter mto the human consciousness, it required the e v t e n c e  of both 

privacy and intimscy, neither of which had been possible m earlier times" (Rybnynski 

1986, p. 48). Furthermor~, the presence of children in private households signifieci a 

separation of the M y  from others, and in turn reflected the pWmg seIf-awareness of 

the nimily as a social Mit, contributing to the idea of home as a place for fsmily. 

Homeines does not mean neatness. Homeines connotes having things around 

you that are personal and special to you as a person (Rybczynski, 1986). SteriIity o f  the 

home environment does not connote fèeiings of cornfort or givc the place the "lived m" 

Suality. Human occupaîion is nece- to g k  the house that féehg of home. M e n  

descriimg this, many thmgs corne to mhd about the homes of the people mte~ewed for 

the study. For instance, in one home, chairs were piaced by the window to fàcïlitate bird 

watching. This floor plan did not coincide with the seemingly nomial way to organize 

M g  spaces. Some homes had newspapers strewn on king m m  fioors or unvashed 

dmner dishes on the corner. In some cases Living spaces were bemg rewveited and this 



brought up comrersatiom about what they were trying to achieve in their interior 

decoraihg or the visions they had for thek living spaces. It was evident that people 

W8Dfed to explain how they came to know what they m t e d  in a house and home. Somc 

respondents attempted to incorporate elements of old homes or chüdhood homes. 

Sometimes there was a need to incorporate elements h m  a vacation destination - for 

-ce, one re~p~ndent had a coiIection of Afiican rnasks displayed on their mantel to 

signify mernories fiom a family vacation. The home is symbolic of the people Iiving 

t h e ,  both in a real and miagmary sense. It is organized to refiect petsouai taste and 

experience and becomes cornfortable and relaxkg over the. The following quotations 

nom two respondents detd how home becomes an important place in lived experience. 

1 feel a sense of place m my home. 1 feel cornfortable and d e .  The 

thgs  there arr miw and 1 cherish them. It's my stuff; it's my 

iiving rooa It is the place where I relax, sit, drink my port, and 

listen to my bhies. Everythmg feels right there. No one can get at 

me. 

1 üke to put everything in Ime- evaythmg bto its own W e  place 

cause I have a lot of things gomg, and 1 need everythmg in order. 1 

guess I'm pretty sequentid and logical. I have to lmwÎnd - because 

my job is high pressure- 1 need the abiIity to pu& it away, you 

kww what 1 mean, because there's lots of m m  to push it away. 

Lots of space, and it is my pmrate space. 



When people discuss home they talk about cornfort and weU king. The data 

showed this in aimost every case. Rybcyaski (1986) asks the question what is the 

meaning of comfort? The word comfortabIe is derived h m  the Latin con$!ortare, 

meaning to strengthen or console. Cornfort, associated with home in the physical sense, 

was not M y  reaüsed until the eighteenth century with improvements and advancements 

in technology, namely heating and water suppk.  Cornfort was mwuit to be ïindramatic 

and calmingn (Rybcyoski, 1986, p. 121). It was to appear natuai, but in effect was 

highly contrived. Rybcynski comments, "domestic weii bemg is a hdamentd human 

need, that is deeply rooted in us, and that m u t  be satisfied" (p. 21 7). This statement 

accounts for the overwhelmeig number of respondents who indicated that home shouid 

be a place of c o d a  ami weU-being. The home and qualities of the house are mdeed 

important in people's d d y  k s ,  but also in memories and reflectioas, of what the 'ïdea 

of home" is. Rybcynski comments that people recognke comfort when they experience 

t. Recognising comfort involves a combination of sensations, many of them 

subconscious but aIso emotional as well as intellectual, 

Over thne the word has evolved to be connoted with a level of domesticity. 

Domesticity meaos belongmg to the home or f k d y .  This also coincided with the home 

as  a more kminine place. A femaie respondent concurs with this statement as she feeis 

her sense of place is mtimately tied to the kitchen m her home: "My kachen. Home is the 

kitchen" The kitchen as embodying a sense of place was particularly evident when 

dimissmg ho- with the olda k d e  respondents. It was Iess common in discussions 

with youoger women M g  h urban envarOnments. This codd be evidenœ of another 

shift in how ideas ofthe home are collcepnialised, To speak of domesticity is to "descrii 



a set of fèk emotions, not a single attniute" mybcynski, 1986, p. 75). Domesticiîy 

encompesses tàmily, i n k y ,  and a devotion to the ho-, as  weU as a sense of the 

house as embodying, not ody harbourbg, these sentiments. The idea of "homey" 

domsticity depended on the development of a rich interior awareness, an awareness tbt  

was the 4 of the woman's role m the home, This began most notably in the notion 

that the home was mtended to be c1ean and well cared for. As home care was the primary 

role of women, domestic activities not only gave the home a feeling of humanness but 

also a féehg of femininity. Coolang and cleanhg exemplified human interaction with 

the space and resulted in artehts tbat gave space meanhgfbhess. Examples of this are 

the hearth, cookmg pots hanging on the wail and fbÏture that was used to both sit and 

sieep on. It was the wife, not her husbaud, who iiisisted on cleanliness and tidiness, not 

the Ieast because it was she who had to do the work (RybcyasK 1986). The home 

became a ferninine place, or ai Ieast was coming under feminine control. This led to 

domesticity of the home and the idea that home and the house had a meanhg in and of 

itseifcomected to the fe&e r e a h  

Home takes on other meauings connotmg household, dwehg, refbge, and 

ownership. There cornes with it the idea of taking care of your environment. Home 

means the houe but also dl that is in t and around it. It kludes the people and the 

sense of satisfaction and contentment that dl these things convey (Rybaynski, 1986). 

Over tirne, @&iy with the advent of more cornrenient technologid devices to aid m 

the home, the idea of the household began to change, both physically and emotiody- 



The home came to represent a reflection of pffonal taste and style; a place to hscrii 

individual and coiieztbe identity, The foilowing qyotation h m  a respondent discusses 

the care and detail taken to make his buse a "home", 

We designed this houe ourselves. We put in the things that we 

couid aifiord when we b d t  this house. 1 had a fiend of mine draw 

up the plans This, this was the fàmüy room ri@ h a .  And the 

living room used to be over there. We added a fireplace that we 

couldn't afford originally; got a new window and another entry 

back there. As time passed we added a sunken üving mm. 1 can't 

think m terrns of spaces in my head. So, at night 1 wodd go out6de 

with rny tape meastm and my flashlight. 1 spent the entire night 

a d y  unîil morning, nmning around the back of the houe with 

my tape measure working things out and M y  came to the 

conchision that we codd do it. That room by the way, well you 

were probably in it for ody a few seconds, but it hes the best v i i  

in the entire country. It's the most comfortabIe room you're ever 

gohg to be in. I designeci the fieplace. Anâ, we worked it out so 

that the fireplace looks out on to where my rnother's spinnmg 

wheel is. 

Home is piace where one actually hes, but it is also a place that is thought of as 

bemg "home." The idea of home connotes domesticity and f'amily. It is close and 



personai, yet penetratmg and pomted in its &el aod mCanmg and aS lasting significance. 

The idea of home is private and personal, not discusscd, because t is intimate, dumi 

with ody a select few. As an ideal, it is a stable place. In many cases, it is the centre of 

one's Me. Home becomes bomd m a roibiw set of p d c e s ,  m repetition of habitua1 

interactions, in a regularly used personal space. Ow cornes to be at home m interactionai 

routines, routines that are fixed and regular. It is a space that is üke a story and p i c m  in 

one's head, in woràs, jokes, opinions, gestures, and (Rapport, 1995). The resident 

personaiizes a stereotyped discourse and puts it into p d c e .  It is a way of interpreting 

the context of everyday life and making t our owa The following quotation fiom a 

respondent discusses how a home, quirks and a& becomes a happy and cornfortable 

place. 

My seme of place is where you're sining. Hom, 1 would say. 

We have taiked about moving, but really why would we want to 

move? We have evaything that makes us happy hm. We lmow 

wbt's wrong with our house. You buy a house, and you soa of 

graduaüy find out what's m n g  with it. 

Rapport (1995) says tbat that idea of home must undergo a change. The 

conception somehow has to move h m  the eaditonal concept of a stable physicd centre 

to a tàr more mobile conception. In today's f'ast-paed and changing worlds t may be 

difficult to regard home as a physical location âhat is consistent and reguiar- It k 

questionable whether the home is the same stable place m an mcreashgiy global society. 



ArguabIy, home may not c a q  the same coll~lotaîions of fàmiiiar social order that is 

stable and secure (Rapport). 

Most of the literature in human geography focuses on public space, shying away 

h m  doec interiors because they are tw personal and private. Therefore, it is 

dficuit to explore the ways that places can becorne rites of hstmïoa and -ety* The 

dominant message is that the private d o e  of the home is benign, controllable, and 

personal space in contrast to the exterior, pubiic domah that is uncontroilable and 

uncertain. There is m North America a long history of the development of the house as a 

piace of dety f?om both non-human and human tbreats, a history that culmmates m 

guaraateeing the house, a 'hiaa's" castle, against umeasonable seinire. The house 

becomes a place of numimm exercise of individual autonomy, minimum confomiity to 

the formal and complex d e s  of public demeanour. The house acquires a sacred 

chanicter h m  its complex intertwinuig with the selfarad Eom the symbotic character it 

has as a representation of the fkdy- 

C. Social and CuftPril Spaces 

People in place is necessarily a component of belonghg in place. This is played 

out m the data in a variety of ways. The social component of sense of place has been 

identined in the iiteraîure as king important, but the places that peopIe talk about an 

important indicators of their relationships to place. This is where the place, in a sense, 

takes on a fèehg of its own and becomes an entity that is descriw as having a "sense" 

to t Tt is somethiag that is as much a physical space as it is an imagmary piace that 

people has some importance beyond the indnnduaI m the place or the physicality of 



the space. The phces that respondents associate wÏth the social aspect of sense of place 

are intricately tied to people's experïence of piace. The data &le& the discussion of 

both red and imagined places. For instance, the discussions of fàmiiy and the f0otba.U 

locker room that foilow in the next section are based on the physicai place of the house 

and the locker room, but it is the construction of those places in the mmds of the 

collective group of hdividuals that g i n s  the place the quaiity of having sense of place. 

Family was a tem used over and over to d e s m i  specid places As the iitemture 

reflects, Unportant social relationships profoundly Muence féelings toward place. It is 

not sulprisùig that intense social relationships, nich as those often found in the family 

unit, wouid have such an impact on places. In childhood, self is bimd by others and by 

physicai locations be they home, community, or neighbourhoods. Home is a place whm 

chiidren are subject to numerous controls by ad& over the use of space d tune- This 

behaviour is leamed and then spi& over hto public space. This is seen most evïdently in 

the home environment and the interaction of f d y -  

Sense of piace is nimily for sure. I guess t h ' s  the one thing 1 

aiways think of that is important. Family goes through the bad and 

the gwd You go through your whole life essentially, you're 

growing up with your brothers. Especially now that I'm &ed 

and gohg to have a kid you undentand what your parents had to 

go through, what sadices had to be made, sacrifices had to made 

for you to Iearn propdy. Famiiy's more, therr's more depth to it 

now. That's probably one of thc most d g f u l  p k s  fbr me, is 

wiîh my famiIy, whexever we are, as long as we are together. 



However, the interview data also reffect the impact of famiy reiationships on 

other places as weU The foiiowing passage is h m  a young man recountmg an 

important vacation he twk with his M y  after the death of a âMily member. 

Mer my grandmother died my nimily went on a trip- It was a way 

to release the stress aftenmds. 1 went to Las Vegas with my 

parents and my sister* It was really cool and we were having such 

a great the. It was a new thing for us because I was always cbse 

to my parents but 1 was never close to my sister. And 1 think that 

was the trrmmg point for us. Now we're very close. That is why 

the vacation was so p a t .  It wasn't really the place, cause the place 

was excitingy t's an exciting place to go. But, just gettiug away, 

puttmg that part of our Mie behmd us, and gettmg closer to the 

f e l y ,  is what 1 redy iiked about the trip. It was or@ four days. 

But it was good. 

Having said thet, M y ,  as we know, is mteaseb personai and does not always 

comcide with happy memories. However, when recoMting intensely persouai experience 

in Mie, it is the place - the smll, sights, sounds, and activities - #bat o h  will trïgger the 

most intense memories. 

My sense of phce changed whcn 1 ninieci Eifteen. My ~8fents 

divorcd There was six years between myseifand the youngest 

one* I'd do the big brother thmg and I'd iook &a tbe linle brother* 



My father wasn't around so 1 started to do the thmgs a nither 

would. When 1 turd sixteen 1 wouid take my little brother to 

hockey. 1 even had to go up iadders and do things I was scared to 

do. I'm terrined of heights, but someone had to put up Christmas 

lights because we thought that's what we had to do for my mother. 

1 thhic that was the fkst time that 1 went for a waik afterwards to 

be by myselfbecawe I was shaking the whole time and 1 needed to 

get out of there. 1 had to do it for my fbnily and 1 pmtect not only 

myseifbut 1 protect my f d y .  ûne way to protect yourself is to 

build up a wall so that you have your own space h ide  where you 

can go to be by yourself. 

Regardes of the na- of the redatioaships, the fiimily unit is particuiariy 

apparent in disaushg important places. Whether family is near or fiir, the memones of 

the shared M y  space have lasth implications and impacts ou. understanding of 

places in profound ways. 

Most of the time people arr not cooscious of theu community perspective, but 

these heworks ,  though taken for granted, shape an understandmg of commUnay 

experÏence and influence action toward communities (Hutnmon, 1990). Commmïties are 

coastructed baseci on a shared rmderstandmg or idea of what that cornmunity "iS or 

"shoald be". CommUDities are used d partï~ipated in by mdÎviduals, yet the 



perspective of conmiUnay is profomdly public; it is leamed, shared, and sustamed 

h u g h  communication with others Hummon cals this idea the c u h d  context of 

community ideologies. Co~~l~~lunity ideologies are systems of beüef that legitimate the 

social and psychological interest of community residents through their presentation of 

community Mie and people. This is accomplished through the function of symbolism 

Hummon (1990) identifies how the symbolism fimctions to determine community 

ide0 logy: 

by categorbhg, characterizing7 and explaining reality in ways tbat 

produce and legitimate commiûnent to a fonn of community, 

m adopting the beliefs, values, aiad assumptions, individuals constnict 

a perspective that d e s  their community the locus of the good life or 

a shared way of thinking that th& community is "the best place to 

live." 

Conmiud~ ideologies, on a more pragmatic level, use conceptions of community 

to d e m i k ,  evaluate, and explain a social reality, and do so in a mariner so as to motivate 

cornmimient to a community. This happens to specific cornmunifies, but also cm be seen 

in the way that people construct images of commimity on a broder IeveL The ways in 

which the term community is defineci idluences the particultu form of community that is 

deemed good or that is valued by a society. Social and community places-namely, the 

church, school and mighbourhood-have a profound eEkt on seme of place. The 

respondents clairned those places were important m terms of the t r d o n  k m  

chiIdhood to adulthood They were places of growth and discovery, mtensely pmonal 

but also public spaces. 



I went to a Christian college; school was an miportant place where 

fiiendships were formd We all had our religion and church m 

common. Our parents ta* us the same th@, even morally. We 

didn't ail foUow our teachjngs because we got there and you're 

away h m  yoin parents for the fÏrst time. It was a place to decide 

what you're gohg to beiieve m and to choose a path. As fiends we 

were honest with each other. Coiîege seemed like a phce to taik 

about &and h d  yourself. 

As the previous quotation suggests, schook, the ways they are organized and what 

they represent, be it Eends, education, sporting teams, or chibs, a e c t  feelings of 

belonging, or conversely, not belonging to a place. The foilowing quotation from a 

tespondent e x p b  how schools tiictor m as important places in creating and fostering 

individual and collective senses of place. 

As a student, it was just the fact that we believed that because we 

went to this school we were just a Me bit better. If you play for 

the top five every year, radceci footbalI school you know there's a 

prestige there, a tradition you're representing, more than just 

yoursel£ You're representmg everybdy that ever went there. You 

went to school there, you Wred it so much, t h  you wanted to 

continue the tradition that you learned when you were there. 



But 1 just thmk it was a gxeat phce because the school spint was 

phenomextaI, and you were p u d  even ifyou weren't on the teanis 

you stiN had the sweatshirt and were proud of the place. 

Schools are often pIaces essociated with a sense of place, even if those féelings 

are not neceSSafily fondly remcmbaed. This is primariiy because they are contentious 

environmenîs, depeiading on üfe stage, and can also be awkward and paidÙl 

environments for some people. Firrthecmo~, schoo1 environrnents can be excluionary 

places, acting as the grounding place to decide who is "in" and who is "out". Regardles, 

there are distinct mernories associated with bemg at schooL Whether the experience was 

positive or negative, rerespondents claim they sti l I  had a sense of place. 

As a place (schooI) I just remember king a chubby kckle face 

with zits waIking in there. 1 redy didn't fit in very weU. And 1 

remember coming out almost a maa Some of the other guys were 

a lot more successful at schooI, but for me 1 tmderstood what a 

great place it was because you didn't have to worry about being 

bullied by a gang, you just walked in. It is where 1 met my 

niends. My He-long fkiends, wt just a bunch of go06 that you 

haag out with in high schooL It was important because it was the 

place where we ail met and started forming oia fiendships. For 

me, that was the big th&, cause we alI went and did our own 

thmgs,butweaIIcameback. 



That school is almost Iike home base for us, that's why we go back 

there every year as a gtoup of fiieads and hmg out. 

Football came up a number of times in a fèw different interviews. This could be a 

coincidence, but Sherwood Park is known to be a very active sporting community, takmg 

a lot of pride in performance and the quality of their sportkg teams and fêcilities. Fields, 

arenas, and sport complexes dot the landscape. Many children and teenagers have had 

access to sporting opportunities in Sherwood Park and, more widelyT the vast area of 

Strathcona CoUIlfY. Football is an mterestïng sport m pmti~ular as it appears to be 

associated with many important places tied to adolescent and youth experience. 

When 1 think of team 1 think of football, I think it's different h m  

most sports because you have eighty guys on the team and you alI 

have to work together. WeU, there nmty be only eleven or twelve 

out on the field at a tirne, but it's Iike ifone piece of the iink is out 

it affects eveything. So as far as a team goes, 1 thmk football 

players are more loyal to the idea of team. More so than a track 

and field or volleybaii or something Iike that. You're forced to 

work hard and you're forced to CO-operate, You're forced to blend 

with different persoaalities and coaching styles. 1 think I'm on this 

team and I've accomplished something. It's not like 1 just made 

this team, 1 wam't tut, they thought 1 was gwd emugh to be on 

thP team, and now yott have aü these people mtmd you as your 

fiiends, almost flrmrly, and they thmk you are OK It's just kind of 



something to look forward to, ead when 1 look back now at coiiege 

the nrSt thmg 1 think of is team. An the shiffyou went hugb ,  dl 

the off-season wodrouts at six in the morning, all the weightmg,  

aIi the hd-raisers, W g .  When you initially thmk of the 

word team you think of a bunch of guys or gHls on a team but it's a 

lot deeper than that. 

These important football places range h m  the fiivomite spectator chair (recali 

the arrn-chair q m e r  back) to the fields, to the '-us" locker room. These are 

spaces that are remembered for the elements of team. RecaUmg their footbaii 

experiences, respondents lütened the football field to a battie zone and expressed the need 

to protect their fellow players: 

1 think m terms of football as a fbdy .  When you play it, you're 

always taught that it's like going to war. And you have to do your job, 

cause if you don't, it couid hurt the guy next to you or b e b d  you. 

The following discussion of the football team as having qualities associated with 

f8mily, delineates tbt space of football bas having importance to feelings of identity in a 

community- The idea of team solidanty gives people the feelings of weiI-bemg and 

belooging commody associated with seme of place. However, the speces of the footbaii 

team are contested and exchisionary. For instance, not everyone can wcipate  on a 

fbotball team and, thefore, wt -one has access to the mtmiate spaces that fbotbafl 

playm occupy. RegarcUess, for those who do participete, foot€mII spaces are important 



and influential, Téey necessariiy Rquire a fittllig m of sorts d a buying m to the idea of 

what t is to be a football phyer. Most of the men interviewai m the study mentioned 

locker room space as a king a place where they had a sense of place. Belonging to a 

team, and then haVmg those corresponding spaces, was important. 

And you h o w  where 1 r d y  got a sense of football as a f d y ,  

was two weeks ago 1 substitute taught at my old school and the 

room 1 was in had a yearbook. You could teii every single football 

phyer that graduateci cause tbere was a comment about something 

that happened on the field or m the locker room. 

The footbd locker room was mentioned in al1 of the interviews with the footbalt 

players. It is that kind of space whm Merent kinds of behaviour are accepted; the 

phrase ïinything goes" cornes to mind The foilowing passage highlights the M o m  of 

the locker room as a place to let loose, relax, and be yourself. 

Guys that 1 played football with when 1 was thirteen, fourteen 

years 016 and 1 see them and we tant about what happened in the 

locker roorn. And redy it's nothing, we w m  fourteen years 016 

It's all the stuffthat goes on in the locker room In the locker rom 

anythmg goes. h y  story goes, guys Iisten, It is where you be who 

you want to be. For somp people it takes about &y years before 

they Ict  out who they are* But in the locker m m  anything goes. 

The codest place to be is in the locker room after a game. You sit 

around and whoin's gone by and guys stüi have their s m o n  



and drinking their fifth beer. 1 don? know how to describe h You 

Ieteverythhgout-itkopeaandfua It isfke.Imanithasgot 

to be the best place in sports. 

D. Summarg Dkission 

Space is either seen as a concrete material form to be mapped, analyseci, and 

explaineci; or as a mental construct or idea about space and its social signiscance (Soja, 

1996). This opposition was d e d  into question to determine if space can be thought of 

in a way that is not bounded by the structure of "in" and "out." This discussion began 

wah an analysis of the binary opposition of private and public space. A discussion of 

private space, such as the home, was foilowed by an examination of social and c u h d  

spaces, whether positive or negative. 

The chapter emphasised a number of elements of sense of place not usually 

mentioned in the literature. Firstly, there is an immense range of physical places that cm 

be associated with a xme of phce. ûne respondent mentioned feehg a sense of place 

in relation to his recliner. Aithough a very localized place, thk important place gives the 

respondent a sase of weU-king and cornfort. Sense of place is a féehg that is not just 

cormecteci to wide-op places. It can be féh m the d e s t  of places and the most 

mterior places. It is a place that he codd not do without; an experience f'undamentai to 

uudeirstandnig his own ne& for reiaxation and cornfort. Likewise, another respondent 

brought ap the idea of a sense of place king h i d e  the head, almost a h  to loshg 

yourseif m your body. hplied wah9i this, is the notion that po* feeüngs of sense of 

place are an mtegrai to identity and how we see ourseIves m relation to other people and 



places It is a place whae you cm be who you are without féar or judgement. The 

themes of belonghg aml kling secure emerged h m  the data and are important 

mdicators of feeling a seuse of place in space. Convasely, negative feelings of sense of 

place can profody affect feelings of belonging and safkty. On a psychological level 

alone, it is evident that experiences of place strongly contn'bue to individual and 

collective identity, maybe as much as other psychohgical constructs such self- 

confidence, seksteem, and self-concept. 

One of the places most often mentioned, as elicitnig strong feelings of sense of 

place was the home. In many cases the home connotes féelings of belonging and 

represents a place where you can be who you redy are. The space, both physicdy and 

sociaiiy, is cornfortable and safe for many of the respondents. However, more rrsearch 

needs to be conducted into how peopk interact with these Întensely personal and 

mtimate spaces. Arguably, the idea of home as a private reserve has impacted the type 

of research that bas been conducted to givc insight into spatial theory and practice. 

Perhaps the home is too private a place to conduct such personal ~search Siquiries. 

However, it may be another avenue to fbrther explore how peopk interact in larger 

spaces. Furthemore, gender structures the home environment m my specific ways. 

The home is a fèmniine place, a place that women are both in control of and coIlStrained 

by. Further examination into the ways in which gender structures important and 

meanin@ places would give additional insight into people aad place relationships. 

Cornmudies are constrticted based on a shared understanding or idea of what 

that CO& îs" or % M d  be". C o m m ~ e s  are used and participatexi in by 

mdividiials, yet the perspective of c o r n e  is profoundly pnbIic. It is lem& shed, 



and sustained h u g h  connnunication with others, Shared c o m m e  ideologies have a 

profotmd efféct on the way that places are conceptualised by the people Lmng there. By 

exminhg conunun@ ideologies, mw ways of discUSSmg place and sense of place are 

exposed. The selected residents of Sn.athcona County, intervieweci for this study, 

believe m these ideologies and the ideologies are sustained h u g h  the shared 

conceptions of theu commimity m relation to other communities. However, although 

believing in shared ideoïogies can contnie to feelings of community solidarity and 

togethemess, these ideologies are often based on myths of whaî that particdm 

community should be. For instance, according to the! respondentq safety issues are of 

paramount concem in cornmunifies Wre Strathcona County and perceptions of safety 

necessarüy effect positive feelings of sense of place. Perceptions of d e t y  in Strathcona 

County are based on shared community ideologies. However, Strathcona County is 

increasingly reflectmg an u r b  landscape and will undoubtedly sbniggie to keep the 

d t o m  %el". This apparent contrediction m thinking about space raises questions 

as to how "reat" and "imagine&' perceptions of d e t y  impact k ü n g s  of sense of place. 

Fttrtber research hto the ways that shared community ideologïes structure spatial 

relations would shed light onto feeiings of sense of piace m social conte&. 

Through a close examination of how residents of Stratécona County articulerte 

their views of seme of place in relation to private and public spaces, insight was @en 

mto the ways in which people structure incihidual, social, and c u h d  place relationships 

in the private a d  public spheres. The bhmy opposition Mework aüows for a deeper 

conceptualisation of sense ofpiace not yet u o c o d  in current sense of place researr:h. 



It opais up dialogue focussjng on the ways m which feelings of sense of p h  are 

stnictiired and produced in contemporary sockty. 



RURAL AND URBAN SPACE 

A An Introduction to Rural and Urban Space 

Another dominant thtm that enrerged h m  the Iitemîure was the way in which 

residents coilsaict the "type" of communities they live in. Again, part of this process was 

i d e n m g  whaî the& commUnay was eof rather than king able to descricbe exactly what 

it was. In the interview data, the discussions uhimately related the ways in which u r h  

and nrral areas are constnrcted as places that are diffant from and in opposition to each 

other. This chapter explores the way m which wban and Mal arwis are constnicted 

ciifferently and exSmines how this process contriutes to defming a sense of place for 

people who üve in these commUILities. Hummon's (1990) research on communities found 

that people constnict theH images of community and talk about their c o m m ~ i e s  in 

opposition to each other. The research points to the need to be able to identify where you 

Lve and why. It also highlights the need to "know" the kind of place you live in so that 

you can kl cornfortable and de. People make these choices br a V8Iiety of rrasons- 

work, raising a family, safety needs, etc. As is evidemxi by the emergent t h e d c  

imaview data, it was important thaî the respondents qualiS. the "type" of community thaî 

they live ia It seemed to k important for them to tell me, tu almost "brag." 1 had the 

feeling that it was a form of cathsrsis for them to taik about it, almost to reaftimi the 

ugood? quditîes of theH community. 



AIthough the ideais of urban and Mal h g  are pokized, they  ire also concepts 

and ideh  that are based on mythc and symbolic stnrçtines that work to sustain and 

propagate the m .  of the essence of an urban or nrral area. Ln many ways, we are told 

how to o r g h  our lived environments by e x t d  idluences, whether that be the 

people that physically construct the cornmunifies, the home builders, home and garden 

television shows, or even home impiovement stores. The pmcess of myth making 

involves the codification of symbolic landscapes by these outside inthences, but 

becornes ïeal" h u g h  the mcorporation of these infhences mto everyday Living spaces. 

By mcorporatmg these meanings into M y  We, the symbols are proliferated through 

society, and are reflected in the culturai landscape. Hence, the representation of the social 

@al order rem& in the incorporation of these d g s  and myths in the construction 

of social identities related to that particular place. 

Concurrently, comrnunity ideologics work to "convey specifk conceptions of 

what comrnuaities ought to be" (Hummon, 1990, p. 40). They work as moral landscapes, 

as weil as encapsulating a community identity associated with place. Ideas and notions 

about what the community ought to be seem to be equally as pervasnte m denning and 

discussing a sense of place in a community. For instance, mban ideology prtrays cities 

as Lcberating places that are 8ssociated with W o m  and individuaüty. Urban dweUm 

are proud of the fict that &es represent a degree of anonymity, and they also expound 

on the wealth of opportunities availabk m an urban environment. It is no coincidence 

that mmy urban dweilers desaik small t o m  M g  as oppressive and conhhg. This is 

mostmtaestnigwithrrspecttothemteMewdata~e~respondentqualinedthe 



communÏty that they live m this way. People Livmg m the Mal areas had v q  specific 

ideas about what ït memt to lm m the MaI areas of Strathcoiia County, but they a h  

hed very defhite ideas abouî what it meant to live Ei the more u r b  area of Sherwood 

Park, or even a major wban centre iike Edmonton. The same sentiments can be applied 

to the respondents who live in more utban areas and their feelings about d Me. The 

ideas and myths about the types of cornmudies that people Livc in contriiute to and 

reatnrm or discount feelings of sense of place in F e .  

B. Rural IdeoIogy 

This discussion warrants a more detaEled d y s i s  of some of the notions 

associated with both rural or small town living and urban dwehg.  Arguably, in the case 

of Sherwood Park, some d y s i s  is also needed to look at the way in which notions of 

suburban cornmudies work to contribute to our understandings of wnse of place. The 

followiDg üst bas& on Hummon's (1990) commun@ research details aspects of 

community living essociated with s m d  t o m  idcology. Some characteristics ofsmall 

t o m  ideology are: quiet, slower Pace, friendly ambience, good and heipful neighbom, 

mutual concem, personal rather than impenonal, no social bamers, nimily onented, 

excellent places to raise children, and safier than irrban areas. The followhg quotations 

refiect how respondents taik about Sherwood Park as having qualites of a s m d  town. 

Of importance is tbat Sherwood Park hes the %el'' of a srnalI t o m  even though t is not 

necessarüy a 4 town. The later quotation connnents on how even though t is nrnMg 

into a big place, it has a s m d  town atmosphere. 



Sherwoad Park has a small t o m  feeL You used to know 

everybody, M e r  they went to the othcc high school or they 

went to our high scboL When you walk h u g h  the mail, you 

know h s t  everybody. It's khd of bizarre* It's kiod of an d e  

feeling. 1 can't walk h u g h  the mall d o u t  somebody saying 

heuo. 

Sherwood Park's a nice place. It's still d town, they offer a lot, 

a's a reai sports town if your kids are into any kind of sports, and 

it's also a very close community. It's not too big for its britches. 1 

find that a lot of the community centres are very close -which is 

good Tbat's what 1 like about Sherwood Park, and it is another 

thhg that gives you that 'sense of place' is when the community 

you live in, even though it's turning mto a big place, is still d 

t o m  

Small town ideology characterises cities and mban areas as noisy, hectic, dangrnus, 

alienating, polluted, aiid places that are not conducive to rising heahhy aiad happy 

fbdies. In fact, the small t o m  ideology characterises urban areas in opposition to more 

nnal areas. This ideology reflects an assumption, often taken for granted, that &es are 

h y s  there a d  can be visited once and a whüe. The thrmcmg is that they are "nice 

places ?O visit, but that you wodd mt want to Inre there." 



C. Urban Ideology 

Urban ideology, on the other hand, views cities as places of opporhmîty. Cities are 

diverse and excithg places, with a Vanety of W h g s  to do." The fobwing List, by 

Hummon (1990) outlines elements associated wiih urban ideology. Some characteristics 

are: oppommity, h i  and open-mmed people, mneased tolerance, social diversity and 

acceptance, pasonal Eeedom, excitement, and amenities. The foUowing quotation fiom 

a tespondent who was planning on moving fiom Sherwood Park to Edmonton, 

encapsulates the feeling of urban iife as opposed to the more "d town" fée1 of 

Sherwood Park 

The Whyte Avenue erai is a playpund T h d y  through 

Saturday night, even Sunday xnordng. Everythtig 1 do now semis 

to be in the city. 1 work in the city, except for the SUkhhg7  I go 

back to Sherwood Park, and the coaching. But hockey, where 1 

nm, what I'm losing really is my space at home, where 1 was 

before. My stutrs coming with me, t ' s  just establishing a new 

environment and the city is more my style now - emythiog that 1 

want is in the city. 

This quotabtabon k h m  a n o k  respondent discusses the nature of urban environments, a 

seemhgly endless cirray of accessible opportunities. 

ûne time, 1 met my fiend at Startnicks, we got to tallcing on a 

Friday momin& and we ha every coee  shop on Whyte Avenue. 

We went back to his piace aid @bed som food and then we 



were bored and thinking of thmgs to do. And then we decided to 

hit every bar. 1 was huug-over br about four days between the 

d e i n e  and the booze. 

In keeping with the analysis, urban ideology reflects a certam disdain for small 

tom üfe. To "city slickers,'' small town life is d e s c i r i  as backward, overiy public, and 

a place where "everyone knows your business." It is a confinhg and stagnant place with 

a lack of opportunities and amenities. According to urban dweiIers, smdl town people 

are mtolerant, ignorant, and oblivious to issues of diversity. The followhg quotation 

k m  a respondent is an example of the perceptions that city people or people with a 

"city" mentality have about people in a d t o m  In this case the rpspondent is 

appiying a "city" mentality to people in Sherwood Park. 

I'rn fbchmted by people. 1 used to go to the co&e &op every day 

and read the paper and get my fbc. Sometimes 1 don't get tlnough 

the paper, 1 just watch people. I'rn mesmerized and I wonder how 

people manage to walk themselves to Starbucks because they look 

so mcompetent. 1 iike people. I Iike watching them. I don't 

m c e s ~ y  Iüce to mteract with a l l  of then 

Ahhough the snall tom and lnban ideologies are pervasive and powerfiil 

arguabiy they are boüt on mythicai ideas of whaî those places arr. For instance, d 

town üfe is not aime k, jrist as mben areas are oot fke of racial and social divexsiîy 

issues. Eiowever, the myths that these p k e s  are bu& are m some way reIated to féelings 



of sense of piace aad perceptions of what it means to beiong in a piace. The collective 

mythology of place has a profound impact on experiemx and behaviow in place. 

D. Suburban Ideology 

Tn many ways suburban cornmunifies are seen as bemg the best of both worlds. 

They are places m the middle of big cities and small towns, both in a geographic and 

imaghry smse. In suburbs, there is easy access to urben centres, but the community has 

a "smd town" teel. Typically, notions associated with suburbs are that they are clean, 

quiet, convenient, and good places to raise children, The foiiowing respondent discusses 

this m reiation to Sherwood Park 

1 stay homebound. That's what 1 love about Shmood Park, it has 

eveythmg I want. Wai-Msrt and Zeilers meet my needs. 1 don't 

have a m o n  Club Z points for no reasoa 1 love to go to Wd- 

Uaa. 1 Like the sense of cornpetition. The other thmg I love is al1 

the fàst-food places. You how, you just kind of slide on through 

the grease into Shrwood Park 

The respondent, a long-te~ll &den& discusses the feeling of fkt moving to a 

community and then having the community change over time. 

When we moved out hem, we thought we were moving to the 

country. The u r h  area moved to us. It's not that bad. A d y  

here it's good. We have the best of both w o r k  1 cen waik to WaC 

Mart. Téey d me by my fkt name. 1% have to not go so often. 



Or, you can walk to get a CO&. Or you cm walk to Canadian 

Tire. 

In the infancy stages, Sherwood Park, did not have ail  of the convenient 

-&es, like Wal-Mart and Zellers. But, as the preceding qwte suggests, things 

change and when the cornniences corne in, they are not necessarily considered bad 

things. Often h e s ,  they are welcomad by the people Living m the community, because 

while the d t o m  k1 m the community is retained, Iife becomes more convenient. 

For instance, previously, this respondent might have gone mto Edmonton to shop; now he 

or she c m  walk to Wal-Mart. 

In particular, respondents in Strathcona County discussed the prevalence of more 

"nature" m the suburbs. It appesff to be an important element of their sense of place. 

However, it is also curious that aithough Strathcona County is world renowned for 

ccologicai diversity and protected areas (e.g. EL Island National Park, MinisWr Bird 

Sanctuary, Cooking Lake etc.), respondents did not mention these areas. In fàct, many 

respondents mentioned more adficidy constntcted natural areas as having importance. 

Respondents comment on the importance of n a d  areas m suburbs, but, in residential 

areas, a "sadized nature" is ofien the pref-ce. As long as the environment is clean 

and tidy and has a "naturaln fèel to it, &dents appear to be happy. 

Sherwood Park is ckaa Thete's no grafnti or anything Iüre that. 

Or what téty've done with Broadmon Lakei. They need to do 

more of that 1 Iüre it when they keep Ït W of natmal and, 1 know 

it's~nritlwlamseit'smendeCButit'scfeanandit'sa 



nice place to be, and they're building thÏngs around h. It really 

Iooks good So 1 thmk it is miportant that they continue to do that. 

The foiIowing Shwood Park respondent talks as if he is living in Edmonton, 

ciairning to "have the River Vdey" m his commimity even though the River Valley that 

he is discussaig is in Edmonton. Yet. m the same pmgraph, he diScusses how he does 

not iike the city because of cars and poUutrCoa There seems to be this idea that in the 

suburbs you CM W e "  the things about the city that you Mce and "leaven the thhgs you 

do mt. 

1 doa't want to h e  m a concretejungle. 1 thmk the cool thing 

about üvhg in the Edmonton area is we have a river valley, which 

is jtuî awcsome. And even in Shawood Park, there's lots of tms 

aad a lot of bike eaüs and, 1 like to roUer bide so it's aiways been 

important to me that we keep this sort of atmosphere amund. I 

think it's important that ifyou want to go for a wak you can. 

Wtttzout having to be amund a bunch of cars and smog. You don't 

want to be stuck m that. It's important that we get k s h  air. 

The bUowÏng comment illustrates the importance of btmg able to have places to 

do physicai activities and the belief that aatinal" cwas kilitate those activities. 

Sometimes when you have a brad &y there is nothing M e r  than to 

go do somethmg physicaL When 1 need to vent or something B e  

that, 1 do soIlliefhjng physid and 1 thmk it's important h r  me to 

Brodmme LPke is a golf course development m the cenûe of Shaarood Rk 
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have places where 1 aui do that And the more nahiral we keep 

Shmood Park, the bater. If we continue with the conmete jungIe 

that we're creataig in Edmonton, people rnight have to choose 

something else. 

Tbis quotation suggests that the respondent beiieves the city is an oppressive place with 

d e s  and regulations about what you can and can not do whemas in nature there is 

hedorn and les stress or azUgety. 

In the city there are too many cars and too many people. I feel 

cla~~tf~phobic and I think it goes back to king a whole dety 

issue. 1 th* ofNew York or 1 thmk of Toronto, it just W s  m 

out. The fact that you don't see a tree, you see nothing but 

buildings. We ail becom zombies, we waik in between the iines. 

We are told when to wak, told when to stop. In nature you don? 

have to stop at a stop sign. 1 think that 's wbat 1 like. You have the 

ficedom to do thmgs without having to wotry or stress about it too 

much. 

There is the aotion of p e m d  needom is associated with suburban livmg that is 

sem as bemg different than m the city. Perceptions of these important enviroments 

appear to be very prominent m how we thnik about spaces. Because of the type of 

development m Sherwood Park specincally, more d y s i s  mto the ways in which 

suburban cornmunites are constnicted is necessary. 



For many people, suburbs comte  dodcity, cchdren, fiimily, and a good home 

Me. Therr is an inherent assumption that peopk in suburbs are more concemed with 

raismg thek children properly, m d e  places which are sornehow more secure then other 

communities. This idea of the suburbs as "crime k'' is used to imply thet téey are great 

places for children. The following quotation h m  a respondent discusses feelings 

associated with s a f i  in the suburbs. 

It is just the way it is set up, there aren't a lot of deys, th= aren't 

a lot of dark areas. It's weli Lit. There are a lot of thmgs Gr kids to 

do. Which 1 think is important because as a teacher I know, when 1 

have my own kick, 1 Qn't care what they do, as long as they're 

happy and staying busy. There's so many things for kids to do m 

this a m ,  whether it be the skate board ramp, whether it be the bike 

patbs, whether it be tennis courts, wbatever, these kids have 

sornething to do, and when they have somethirig to do, they stay 

out of trouble. 1 t h .  that's where the safé part cornes in, people 

have a sense ofl they've moved out thae for a reason, they don? 

want to live in the big city, and they jast have a sense of féar there. 

Here Ït is a lot quieter. The aaffic isn't as big, and I wodd say it's 

a lot safèr, physicaüy and for kids. 

The notion of suburbs king d e  places was a recurring theme with many 

responàents The home i d  commUnay should be safé, ,and the notion of d e t y  

coatnies to positive feeiings of sense of p h .  The need for feelings of cornfort and 



wd-behg appear to be the foulidation for establishing a residence in a place Lüce a 

suburb. As a consepence of th& location, suhbs appear to brsig together the best 

quaiities of srnail towns withoid their perceiveci liabiiitÎes (Hunmion, 1990). The 

fobwhg quotation h m  a respondent encapsdates this idea. 

I t .  Sherwood Park is a Latle diffetent than the city because it's 

a suburb, not a big city. M e n  we were kids, the nunour was that 

you couid lave your doors open, go on vacation for two weeks 

and nothing wouid move. There is a new genertlfion of younger 

kids around that are doing the things that we did as kids and it's 

neat to see. It's just a great place for kids because there's so many 

oppomimties and avenues for them to be successful. Without 

parents hakg to worry about them waikîng somewhere. 1 thmk 

that's what d e s  it khd of unique, is the fàct that t 's  saft. We 

have the highest cop per people ratio in Alberta 

Again, this respondent talks about the &ty of Sherwood Park, especially 

where children are involved. There is the notion that you couid trust the people around 

you even ifyou did wt know them Also, the puote mentions the fict that Sheswood 

Park bas the highest police per capita in ALbata This highiights tbat fàct that 

Sherwood Park is a highiy controiIed and poüced en.nment. S o m  people might see 

the presence of a high m b e r  of police as evidenœ of a cornmuaity that wouid be 

rmsakr without such conml but this respondent kiieves the presence of police Iead to 

a sa& environment, 



The need to prevent crime is very miportant to uphold the notion of suburbs as  a safe 

and cornfortable places to üve in 

The foUowing quote is mtk exampie of the perception of Sherwood Park as 

king void of mime. It is a place whae bad Wngs are not supposecl to h a p p  Them 

are rnyriad thmgs to do, kids fée1 Saté, and community members are trustworthy and 

dways lookbg out for you. 

Sherwood Park was a great community to p w  up h When we 

were kids, it was great because we were active all the the, 

whether it be football m the summer or hockey m the Wmter, we 

were atways playing something. We had a &y close luit group 

of kids. It was a safé place to be and you just felt sa&, you were 

always mund people that you could tnist It was COOL 

Again, the following quotaîion depicts the respondent's knowledge that 

Strathcona Co* couid becorne a more urban centre as a rrsult of business growth and 

development. The quotation also expresses how the respondent wiI.I continue to move 

fciiirther away h m  the probIem to have some control over their environment. 

And I thmk Sûathcona County wîll grow into Beaumont and grow 

into EUerslie, everybody wiil get theB tum at p w h g .  Depends on 

where the business is coming. See a lot of development's gohg on 

the highway there, so, it kind of makes a trend of people thaî go 

and live there. And the city's gettÏng so big and so scary, 1 don? 

Iüce heariPg about gangs and drbby  shootings and stabbmgs, you 



Lnow. 1 said we'U be on an acreage so fast our heads wiil be 

spinniiig ifthat starts happening hae. Got to have some conho1 of 

my IittIe darhgs. You how? Sad but ûue. 

Howeva. like the small town and u r h  ideologies, suburbs are seen as bemg 

coastnrcted m opposition to something else. Suburbia is constructed as king the mi& 

point between the city and country. On a continuum of wban and rund, suburbia would 

Mi in the middle. Because of this, suburban developments seem to lsck the extreme 

conditions associated with urban or nwl Iûe, even though when residents describe them 

they have a "srnail town" feel anci the best of the u r b  areas, meaning amenities and 

opportunities. The mtermediary pomt of suburbia is a place that seems to be almost a 

diluteci version of either an tirban environment or a rurd enwonment, Suburbs are the 

khd of phces where you know how they look Lüre even before you go there; it is easy to 

con* up the image m the mind's eye of what the physicd place looks. Ofcourse, what 

goes on m the W d e "  of a suburb, or the inside of a ho=, is anyone's guess, but the 

image of the physical space of a suburb and the way it is organized is a notion that is 

comnoniy heid. 

Suburbia oftai comtes sameness; a homogenous place characterïzed by 

dormity. Elements of sameness and dormi ty  can be seen m various aspects of 

suburban development h m  hiadscapmg to mhitecturally coetroHed building 

requkernents. Because of a lack of compkx wban Mie, susuburbsn IXe is often seen as 

bemg boring and coIISerV8tiYe. However, subutbia is a retreat h m  inban ills h r  many 

TeSidents. 



The state of king "in-between* seems to be a comfortabIe pIace for many people, 

contricbuting to o v d  feelings of seme of place. 

Suburbs are perÎpheral to ci@ centres end are vay dependant on the city for work 

and play. They ladc an identay ofth& own and cin thought of as placcs for the masses, 

with identicai homes and people and monotomus ways of We. These sentiments may be 

a result of the anti-urban ment* in tesponse to the cumnt condition in many cities. 

Suburbia mediates simpticity and complexity, community and individual, tradition and 

modemity, m the ideal of the middle landscape. That there is obviously a middIe class 

occupying these landscapes is hardly a coincidence. 

Suburban development changed the fàce of the cultural and geographic landscape. 

Post WWII, the rate and scde of suburban development increased dramatidy. With an 

expandmg ecommy, bcreased demand for housing, sophisticated modes of 

transportation and inner city "ghettoization," suburbia seemed to be a haven for the 

midde c h .  It was a viable financial mvestment and an aestheticaiiy appealing 

alternative to the physical, social, and moral danger of the city. With Uicreases in 

suburh üvmg and the need to accommodate this kiiid of Iifestyle quickly, developments 

tmk on a unifomity that delineates much of the stigms of suburbia today. In g& 

suburban deveIopments denote physical and social uniforrnity. 

In niburbia, the social and d t u d  landscape becomes a place to assert som kmd 

of mdividdity within the éomogeneity of d o m  deveiopment, PersonaliPng 

residentiai living space becomes mcreasingly important Suburbanites tend to have a 

hypemctbe s o d  Me in order to compete wah aeighbours and niaintamorincrease 

status. Comematim and middle c k  8alciety over sCstus cornpetition create a 



fundamental ambivalence to social diversity. People in suburbs are seen as l es  tolerant 

and are descrii as king exploitas of &es and urban residents This attitude cm 

contriie to a mord malaise and personal estrangement, also referred to as the 

ucocooning" mentality. The "keeping up with the Joneses" men* plays out m the 

notion of suburban competitfveness, co~lsumerisrn, and constant dissatisf'action with 

current conditions. The foilowing quote is indicative of the perception that many people 

have of M e s  that iive in the suburbs. 

Someow 1 went to scéool with who g ~ w  up in Sherwood Pd, we 

were ali sitting around between classes one &y having coffee and 

she's talking about how everyom from Shnwood Park, when they 

graduate fiom high school they aiI get cars. And stuff lüce that. 

And I'm thmkmg, 1 iived here and I didn't get a car. 1 got nothmg 

h m  my parents. 1 think the perception of Sherwood Park is weird. 

As suburban living continues to be the trend m middle c h  residential 

devploprnent, the suburbs evolve to becorne more like urban centres. The landscapes of 

suburbia reflect the landscape of the city with fast food restaurants, "big box" shopping 

mall developments, and other typicaily urban amenities. The folIowing quotation h m  a 

respondent discusses the prevaience of growth and development in the Sherwwd Park 

area. 

It goes hand in a hand with population, the population's getting 

hi-, so îherefore we gct places iike WàI-Mkt and Pay-Less 

Shoes, We're the hamlet fiiIL of resiainants, especiaüy fiist food, 



we're ail gonna be three thousami pounds- We're gomia get a huge 

movie theatre too. AN of these things are happening because 

people are moving to this am, bWIdmg houses or living h a ,  

brin& up the5 kids there, and the population's gating just 

bigger. 

The followhg qwte descricbes the respondent's d o n  to having new 

shopping oppommities in Sherwood Park. Ease, accessibility and convenience all seem 

to play a large part in the positive reaction to d c a i  changes in the cultural hdscape. 

Sometimes 1 just wish IGA didn't go up down the road cause I just 

drop by there everyday aow and probabiy q m d  more money. We 

just go to IGA And of course they have a bakery and it smelis so 

good when you get in there. But actually it's gwd; 1 Iike it. And 

it's nice to have 7-1 1 close so you can take the kids for a slurpee 

&er. Before the expansion of Sherwood Park out m the rurai 

areas, you reaily had to drive arotmd to do mything. 

The foUoWmg gives another intaesthg view on conmiercial expansion in Sherwood 

Park. 

You know the Wal-Mart that has just betn bdt?  I'd say before ït 

camc we waen't very happy- When we came they said there 

would neva be any devdopment on thîs side, thaî is, south of Wye 

road or the fkway, the k w a y  now. And of course that's aIi 



changed completely so, this used to be a very nice subdivision 

When we started to try to promote busmess on this south of the 

fkeway we attended meetings and so on but it didn't do any good. 

Just for your record, taxes are morr important than people. 

According to the county. Well t h ' s  what we tbink. 

Residents welcome the development, as it adds to the convenience and ease of 

everyday living. The following quote h m  a respondent addresses the need for 

development m Sherwood Park to accommodate the desire of young f d e s  to provide 

sportmg opportunitks for their chikiren. It also highlights the k t  that people are wiIling 

to p y  in terms of taxes m order to have oppommities in their community. 

Once peopk sec how much Sherwood Park is growhg, then they 

will see it's a good thiag. At least they've dowed lots of 

developwnt We need sports facilities so bad. This is a sports 

orientai towa And thet brings in the games and then aU that does 

is increase vahie in Sherwood Park. The people who are 

cornplatinhg are the ones who don? have kids in sports. I mean 

taxes are going to go up, but it's no worse than the city. If 

anything, 1 thmk it's better. My taxes aren't nearly as high as what 

my sibüngs pay in St. Albert. 

However, wÎth these seemhgiy positive developments come other urban iIIs. 

hcmises in crime, tax rates and dechhg school systems are characteristics of the 



urbanisation of the suburbs There is necessarily a féar of change. A fécn that "they,'' the 

mmicipai planners and decision makers, are somehow transforming a place and tumhg it 

fiom "good" to '%ad,'' even though most people would recognise t k  change is a 

necessary occurrence, 

AU these people are retEmg and they move into thse seniors' 

viilages. It d e s  sense with the demographic. Offering these 

U g s  does make sense because the people there have the mst 

amount of money, even ifthey're on pension, and there's so many 

of them that 1 guess you just have to set somthing up for them. 

They're just not going to Eve in their houses and that. What's 

happening is they're movsig to the senior's places. 

A quote h m  another rcspomient echoes the previous sentiment. Community 

change can have an alienatbg eE&. 

Ow thhg that is frustrating me about Strathcona County is the fàct 

that they're tum& it into a senior's village, And they don? realise 

that they can't do that They sre building aIi these senior Iodges, 

they're not building any apartment bddings, or affbrdable housing 

for people just starting out And they're loshg a lot of people 

because of it. And thet's why 1 am going to Ieave. It is because 1 

can't h d  a decent place to iive. I just fhd it hstmtbg. And 1 hear 

older people talk aIi the the, muse I have a Iot of relatnies that 

Live out there now, cornplammg about the sports complex they're 



building. Shawood Park has dways been for sports and kids and if 

you don't lke it, get out. That's the way 1 look at 3.1 thmk that 

complex is gorma be awesome for the growth of that area. I just 

don? understand how malcmg a place better and giving kids an 

avenue to be successful can be such a bad thhg- 

Demographic changes aside, commMity makeup changes and evolves over time, 

disnipting bbsamene~" and the myth of the suburb as a place that is protected h m  

change- Change disnipts notions of what shouid happa m a place and can cause féelings 

of finistration and anger, conmcbuting to changes in féehgs of sense of place. 

This quote demonstrates the respondent's noscalgia for days gone by and the early 

days of Strathcona County. The respondent comrnents on the way that Shenvood Park 

was "supposeci" to be. Arguably, it is fàr h m  a predomktely working class community 

based on the petroleum indwtry. 

It was never meant to be this big. It was meant for a linle village 

fôr people that were working in the petroleum industries. You 

wouid think the biggest idiot m the world designed these roads 

cause you can't go through a straight iine. You have to go around 

the trafnc circle, and a's a big circle, and it's just -id. Takes 

you meen minutes to go everywhere in that place. 

The foilowing qitote cbractexises the k h g  of dienation feh by community 

m e m b  when attempting to become mvoIved m commimay plamimg. 



Loshg cuntrol over your e n . e n t  and not knowing how to stop miminent change 

is difficult to negotiate. 

1 sat through meetings, I went to board meetings, a l I  h u g h  this 

garbage and then 1 got the nm-around So it doesn't &y d e  

me want to give back to the community when you have to do that 

kind of stuffall the tirne, 

Submbanists do not characteruie suburbs as predominately white communities, 

despite obvious racial separation (Hummon, 1990). The conspicuous absence of people 

fkom other etbnic corrrrrmnifies begs questions about the spaW organisation of soc i e~  on 

a whole. It niay be that suburbanists do not conceive of mial homogeaeity as distinctly 

subwban. Some people may not vahe Merence and thus do not address this cornrnunity 

atûiiute when talking about their place of residence. The following quote h m  a 

respondent was in response to a discu&on about the racial stereotypes associated with 

suburbia and called "Sherwood Park as a white ghetto." This comment hiwghts the 

fm tbat Strathcoaa County is Largely a white rnidde class community, and as such can 

be tcrmed a place in the city that members of a minority iive because of feeling social or 

ecoaomic pressm. In the case of suburbia, the social and economic pressure is almost 

seKmduced and agah, based on perceived notions of safety and appropriate residentid 

living conditions. 

The fôlIoWmg quotation descriibes the type of people who mve to Shefwood 

Park and how it is important to have the same kind of people arotmd to foster that sense 

of comrmmity. 



Shexwood Park is just very smali t o m  S d  town people. A 

certain kmd of person moves out éae. And it is important to know 

that you are surrounded by the same kind of peopie. You know, 

you're attracted to Sherwood Park for certain muons and 1 think 

Ît's the closeness that Shenwood Park offers that is why people stay 

hem You know, why you becorne the loyal Parkee. 

When buying a home and searching for a community to live in, location is the key 

to the decision mskmg process. The other main factors ioclude the physical structure, 

ho- prices and community attrrcbutes, namely safiety* schools, d distance to work. 

The perception of the commuaity havuig 'ho racial'' probIems is auother fàctor that 

cornes into the decision meking process. It ù interesting to peel back Iayers and look at 

some of the ways in which suburbia is constructeci amund the notion of "samenes" and 

fear of dflkrence. Arguably, it is no coincidence that in suburban communities like 

Sherwood Park, and even the h a d e r  cummunity of Strathcona County, mhority groups 

are almost non-existent. It appears that the qxdd organisation of suburbia reflects a fear 

of urbanity comected to diversity and difference, aml it is interesthg to wonder whexe 

these k h g s  originate. Hummon (1990) suggests that suburban organisation is a socially 

acceptable way to chrvacterize the contempoq landscape, enabhg residents to avoid 

discussmg racial issues, and m firct, avoid dealSig with social and political issues 

inherentiy rooted in geographic place. 

The foIiowing qaotation discusses the issue of deaiing with obvious racial issues 

associateci to place. 



My son was really very young when he said this. But, in effeçt he 

was makmg au accusation and it made me very uncomfortabie - he 

said -50, where are the Natives ifwe h e  on the Prame?" From a 

very earIy age, he hsd some sense that he was not seeing the entire 

pictrne. So, anyway, he was right. This is a pretty msulated iittie 

community to h e  in. It's mteresting, my obmtion  is that kids m 

high school stil manage to divide thernselves - whethex or not 

there are diffkences - they just create them, So, it just goes to 

show that maybe you're better off in a community where in fact 

you have to deal with racial ciBiince, where it actually exists, 

instead of pretending there is no problem at all And I've had 

sow -ences teaching in d t o m  where 1 think mixmg 

people is good for children to learn how to have tokrance and 

understanding. 1 am reaiiy mto thinking about how people are sort 

of sepmted by class, and 1 guess that's m y  perception of the 

suburbs and Sherwood Park. 1 have always had reservations about 

M g  here. So, as 1 say, certahly there was a period where 1 

wouid gladly have mved - where 1 didn't have a lot of 

cornmitment, and I'm di not sure 1 do. 

GoIdberg (1993) States that racism has becom mstitutionaIIy normalued in and 

through spatial configuraîion. The ratiodktion and mtudzdon of space reff ects 

socid power rehtioos wahm the site. Suburbs are gradeci in terms of their distance h m  



industry and u r b  s h  and th& pro- to leisrne and consumer opportunities 

(Goldberg). Private spaœ d e s  a certain amount of social currency. The pmrate space 

meaîed m the suburb becoms a refuge h m  the "public." However, GoIdberg argues 

that plaMiag ideology is sornehow miplicated m racial marginalization. He provides the 

foiIowhg example of the housing pjects  that characterize many b e r  cities in major 

metropoüses. perticuiarly American. The projects present a genaic image without 

identity. They are places of crime, social disorder, dirt, disease, and uwmploymem 

(Goldberg). This contrasts the idea of home fotmd in " ~ *  areas. In the suburbs, homes 

in particular are d~~ as places of peace, k e  h m  fw and division; as Goldberg 

says, "homes m the suburb are a geography of relative selfdet erminaton and sanctity*" 

He goes on to say that lacking control over where you live and the conditions in which 

you h e  perpeniates helplessness and negligence m the projects. "Covert re+articulations 

of these concepts continue to provide criteria and rationalisations for differential 

mclusion m the 'normal' for the right to express power, for urban location and 

disphcement in the process of inban gentnncation" (Goldberg). The effects of 

margmali2ation are spatial examples of the ways in which the poütics of racial identity 

are imprinteà m the landsc8pe. These effects are not just physicai, but mciude the spaces 

in and through which differences are created (Goldberg). 

Access to urban menities allows subinbia to escape the p rov inc ih  and 

oppressiveness of d town üfé whüe mamcaming a more n a d  and d e  feeling than 

the city. Submban dweflers may not conceptualise their comunity as a suburb or a 

dtown-infacttheydescflLbethmanyothaw8ys. Asthedatareflect,respondents 

Ealk about the commUnay of Sherwood Padr m rnythid proportions. This reffects the 



power of community ideology to further community intetests and sentiments, but aiso the 

power of commmmity ideology to perpehiate many social and poiitid mequities. 

Finihermore, interpteEatons of a community's problem oniy serve to deepen the 

cornmitment to a mmmunity that renders their commUnay the source of the "good We". 

Community ideology legitimates personai sentiment and social mterest through the 

apparent voice of reason (Hummon, 1990). Commimity identity refiects the 

mterpretation of selfthat uses community as a locus of aîtachment or an Image for self- 

characterization within a social context. It k argued in this thesis that geographic place 

and the way that people taik about their place involves miplkit moral perspectives. This 

in tum reflects a selective atnliation with a place based on perceptions of safety and fear 

of the unknown associateci with social and poLiticai ciifference. 

Having said that, it appears that there are those who do not identify with any 

community form and prefir to be "outside" of the social and political irnpIications of 

place. The following respondent discusses how identifymg with place is not important 

in his understanding of h e d  experience. 

1 don't identify with Shemod Park at ail. 1 don't even know 

where thmgs are in Sherwood Park. You give me an address and 

dl t rnew to me is, is it by the old McDonaid's or the new 

McDonaM's? And 1 just dodt reaily have a lot of fiends in 

Sherwood Park. So there's just no teal &tûactiotl to the t o m  So 

there's no need fDr me to care. It's just another t o m  



This respondent's ambivalence towards place is indicative of symbolic 

plactlessness that is ao doubt t e h g  m and of hl£ Respondents in this case had 

minimal awareness of the comrnUnay landscape* They held definite beliefs about 

cornmunifies but insisteci that forrns of community are not different dependhg on where 

you iïve. Conmiunity, in this way, does not act as a locus or sign of identity. In k t  the 

notion of place may be used to distance oneselfhm any féehg of respollsliility 

towards social and political issues that are intricateIy woven into place. 

The reductiveness of staeotyping c m  be seen as a means of simuitaneously 

conceptualising nemess, muhiplicity and fluctuations. As mdividUltIS seek to locate 

themsehres in a migrating worki, so an imaging of order and collectivity m terrns of 

social stereotyping is a means of posithg a wished-for definitionai stability whüe 

simultaneously bemg able to come to temis with the continuity of possible radical 

pasonal change. The places where we locate aui act as a source of consistent, 

expectable, broad, and immediate ways of knowing the social world Place is a means to 

express a multitude of complex emotîous, uniformity, and regularity. The individual can 

be seen adapting and adopting stereotypes, devebphg M e r  own routmt relations with 

them by pitting one agamst the other, personalizhg what they purport in W e r  own 

image. The stereotypes can act as a vehicle by which the migrating mdividud cm 

consistently contextualize him or herseIfand others, 

In the imagmed stabilay of the suburb is sec* and assurance* The cultural 

cnmncy is hown and underSf8nd8bie. The more stereatypidy the sociai environment 

is imaged, the more dynamic and diverse the roIe each pcrson rrmst play m order to 

uphold these mythic kliefk. This is especialIy interestiog d e n  the stenmtype is seen not 



primarily as an instrument of pjudice or dominance, and not as evidence of thmking in 

stale coilective te- but rather as a mwins for mdividuals to project and estabüsh secure 

personal belonging m a constantly shifting, complex world (H-n, 1990). 

It is possible to construct a place that is holistic and consistent d a place that b 

able to facilitate a community to adapt coilectively, a community that encourages people 

to fml good about themselves and the places tbat they iive- A collective stercotypical 

way of living is not neccssarüy a bad thing. It is sonlethmg that seems to give people a 

sense of well-king and btlonging. It is, however, a potentiaily dangerous concept 

especially when the phyncal location reines similanty and marpinaiizes others. 

Partakmg in the common and conventional, even a steieotypical discourse, can 

represent a way for the individuai to secure a p n a i  preserve or a haven that seems to 

relate to conceptualisations of home and conmiunity. This can occur m urban, rural, and 

suburban environwnts. Ho-, these actions necessarily become formuiaic, 

automatic, a d  rehearsed rather than creative or f k l y  generaitiilg. Behaviour becornes 

homogenised and is refiected in the organisation of the cultural landscape. The built 

enWoament is coastnicted to reflect unifomity and this s h d  understanding of a 

cumual way of Me. Stemtypes d o w  skiplistic and fiintastic claims to be made about a 

group's d o l d  membetship, claOns which di tend to be baseci upon ambiguous id& 

aad assumptions (Hunrmon, 1990). Stemmtypes are seen to f8rm a fortress in which 

groups cm Wcade themsehes and be univrrsally convinced of the safety, rrctitude, 

and respectabiiity of thek shared traditions, while at the same the, aroused into makiag 

prewced but s e I f I f m g  resporesponses wt towards r d  others, but towards myths or 

mythic figures (Rapport, 1995). 



This identity Lhetoric and process of definhg social and cuttural otherness is especiaiiy 

prevaIent m the cummS of utban, rurai and suburban areas, and necessarily impacts 

feelings of sense of place in a geographic locale. 

E. Summa y Discission 

To conckide, the nüal and u r h  space bimry opposition is a very useful 

mechankm to discuss how selected residents of Strathcona County articulate 

their sense of place. By polaruing the two concepts of rurai and urban and then 

exposmg the niddie-ground in an examination of suburbia, thought provoking 

issues corne to the forefiont. For instance, race and ditlierence seem to structure 

place nlationships and produce spatial relations. The seme of place literature, 

particularly the newer work wnducted by Williams and Stuart (1998) 

acknowledges the s o c s  c u h d ,  and politid implications inherent to notions 

of sense of place. However, more research needs to be done to examine the 

ways in which race, gender, and class become entrenched in the spatial 

organisation of vernacular places and the ways in which space affkms social 

stemtypes based on fear of diffetrence md the unknown. Sense of place can be 

used as a tool to engage in dialogue about perceived Merence and then can be 

mapped on the fandscape to detemine the ways m which these relationships 

become reproduced m spatial orgBniS8tion and development of the buüt 

environment, 



CHAPTER SIX 

LONG- AND SHORT-TERM RESIDIENCY 

A An Introduction to Long- and Short-Term Residency 

In many cases, long- and short-tem nsidency efféct sense of p k  and féehg of 

"rootednessn or "belonging" in a place. Therefore, most of the kemture focusing on 

le@ of residency in place coincides with the data collecteci in this study. It is 

interesthg to note, however, how people tak about their length of residency, specificaily 

when asked to a r t i d t e  their views on sense of place m general and in relation to 

Strathcona C o q  m particular. Therefore, this chapter will explore the binary of long- 

and short-terni residency in place. It is apparent that length of residency is a key 

component in féelings of sense of place, but there are o k  Wors involved that 

confound this relationship, for instance, neighbour relations, employment m the 

community, and family situations. 

As is collsjsfent with the previous d y s i s ,  this chapter sets out to disrupt the 

bhary of long- and short-tam residency. Altfiough it is possible th& a longer duraîion of 

residency m a place would contriiute to strong feelings of se- of place merely because 

of temporal mtemction in place, this does not explain the fkt that chrldren ofien have a 

very acute sense of place. Thae is evidence to suggest that place irnprints itselfon a 

chiId7s mcmory as eariy as age three and cm be a very powcrfiil factor m place 

reIationships for the drnation of the lifk span. Furtkmore, this distinction privileges a 

temporal or historicai way of s e e h  the world over a spatial or geographical way of 

seeing the workL Ifa geogtaphical haghtîon is employed, as opposed to a historral 



imghation, the correlation ofsense of place and length of residency emerges as only 

one of many elements that comprise the notion of sense of place -eh, 1992). For the 

purposes of this chapter, the notion of rootedness m place because of long-term residency 

and aewwss m piace are polarized to expose the middle area for discussion. Addt and 

child reiationships in place are explored to expose how, W u g h  an important fàctor m 

the development of a sense of place, length of residency does not fÙUy explain how 

people claim places as their own as being representative of identity ami as sites of 

resistance. Tradition anci mdernity are explored to detemine the effect of mstaigia and 

newness in the attcmpt to show how these concepts become hgrained m our individual 

and collective sense of place. Arguably, the spacctime relationship is a very prominent 

relationship when examinmg sense of piace. However, 1 wouid ask the reader to take off 

their historicai and sociologicai imagination "ha&" d e n  reading this chapter and replace 

them with a geographical imagination. The goal is not to divorce space fiom any 

temporal constmct, but rather to disupt c o m m ~ ~  held notions of people-place 

rehtiomhips associateci strictiy with the. 

B. Rwtedness vs. Newness 

In order to delve into a discussion of longand short-term residency m a spatial 

sense, rather than solely temporal, a brief explanation of the geographicai imagmation is 

n e c m  to b e  the foilowing cbapter. Lefebvre (1991), m a semmal work called the 

Prodkction of Spae descxlks space as the oiiicome of a process with many aspects and 

many contn%uting currents, signif;ying and no~signifymg, perceived and dnectly 

experienced, and practicai and theoretid Accordhg to Lefébvre, space bas a history, 



one th& is grounded in nature or netUral conditions that are mys endowed with specinc 

characteristics (chute, geology etc.) In this sense, the relationship of the space to the 

tmit thaî @es rise to it takes on an aspect that diffas h m  temporal notions of "hktory". 

Lefebrve concludes that the history of space, withm the historicai and diachronie redms, 

and the past are forever Ieavhg their Ïmcriptions on the writing tablet of space. 

Lefebvre (1991) says that space is aeither subject for an object but rather a social 

reality or a set of relations and forms. For Lefebvre, history must account for both 

representationai spaces and representations of space, but above aii for their 

intmIationships and their 19iks with social practîce. Soja (1993) calls for a geographicd 

and spatial unaginaton. Critical geographers have detailed that there bas been a 

privileging of t h e  and history over space and geography. S p  tends to be treated as 

fixeci, dead, ~11diaIectical; t h e  as rich, We, and diaIectic (Soja). Postmodern social 

transformations invoIve a re-orderhg of space. New possibüities arr bemg created h m  

re-thinking temporal ead spatial ways of viewmg the world Soja caIIs this a triple 

dialectic of spaw, tirne, and social bemg and a transfbrxnative re-theorization of the 

relations between history, geography, and modem@ (Soja). 

Massey (1994), in the book Space. PIace and G&, outlines ideas for a global 

seme of piace. This refiects m .  thmkmg most accurate& and can take the concept of 

sense of place to a new kvel of undefsfanding. It is h a  way of attempting to develop a 

@qp&e sense ofpiace. Firstiy, she says that place is not static. Pîaces can be seen as 

processes, #ut iike the people or capital that ffows between and among them. Secondy, 

places do not have b o u e s  in the sense of divisions that hme simple enclosures. The 



definition does mt  bave to be through couIlfer-position to the outside, it can corne 

through the perticulanty of Lrmtage to the 'outside', which is itseE part of what 

constitutes the place (Massey). Tkdy, places do not have a smgle unique identity 

which is representative of all the people that reside or visk FolnthEy, the previous 

statement &es not deny the importance of the uniqueness of place- The specificity of 

place is contmuaily reproduced, but it is not specificity that redts  h m  som long, 

i n t a  history (Massey). There are a number of elements that combine to produce 

the specifïcity and uniqueness of place. Tbere are layers upon layers of hkages to both 

micro and macro c o n c e p ~ t i o n s  of place that serve to situate place into many spheres 

of experience (Massey). 

Place, location, and position offer rwts to the histories and identities that many 

people r e q k  in order to -te and contexhiaüze lived experience- KapIan (1996) 

argues tbat location is not useful when it is constnied to be a reffection of suthentic, 

primordial identities that are estabiished and contmdy reafEmened Furthemore, places 

can serve to wrmalue and naturaik boundaries, marghs, and diffkrence. Kaplan d e s  

that locations are most usefûl when they are used to decunstruct any dominant hierarchy 

or hegemonic order. Notions of place are fctrrther problematked when constnicted as sites 

of similanty when clearly, there are histories which indicate meqydity. Nostaigic places 

and places of "sameness" are mythid places that serve to imprfnt stereotypicai images 

of space. M y  when the notion of piace is used to de-stabilize unexaminecl or 

stereotypical images can we recognise social and cuthnal relations m place (Kaplan). 



In many ways h a h g  "roots" m a piace comtes feelings of hnîlianty cornfort, 

notions that have been proven to contniute to sense of place. Rootedaess Snplies having 

a secure point of r e b n c e  h m  which to look out on the worid, a h grasp on one's 

own position m the order of things, and a signincant spiritual and psychological 

attachment to somewhere m particth (Re& 1976). The need for roots is similar to the 

need for order, liberty, tesponsîbiiity, equality, and secunty (ReIph). This is very much 

in h e  with how meny respondents's discusscd their home place of Strathcona County. 

The foffowiag quotaîion h m  a respondent discusses the experience of growing up in a 

piace. 

I grew up here, everybody knew everybody, and I üved here fiom 

the time 1 was a yeer. I went to grade school th-, junior high, 

high school graduateci, end then went to cokge h m  there. So 1 

knew everyone, and you didn't have to really prove yourselfto 

anybody, you just lmew everyone and just iiked everyone, and 

making fiends was easy and nttmg in was easy. 

Rdph discusses rootedness as communal or personal experiences of places w h m  

there is often a close attachment and familiarity that is part of knowing and bemg hown 

is a place. ReIph goes on to say that with tent the f8müiarity evolves mi becomes not 

just detailed kmwledge or place, but a sense of deep care and cuncem for that place. 

Rwtedness in place is a feeling closely associated with a temporal way of knowÎng place. 



It is slowiy developed and gaitly grown (Reiph). The fobwing story h m  a respondent 

highlights mtimate connections to place tbat occur overCmie and that are "gently grownnC 

We sold sheep, reIatively féw actually but they were pure-breds. 

We used to show them every summer and that was what I did Lr 

the Summer. A c W y  there was a waver's guild aud they would 

buy it ali before it ever came off the sheep. For spinnmg. It was not 

trad wooL Yeah, It was beautifid wooL We used to have chickens, 

In fact we used to raise faocy chickens, so we haci twelve or 

fourteen different kinds. And doves, donis-which iay coloured 

eggs. Coloured eggshells, not the h ide  as you cm tell They were 

üke green and bhie eggs. We have had a.U sorts of cntters m this 

place; dogs, aûs, everything, ûur kids grew up wiîh it and the 

animals got old and died and that was it. 

Rootedness is usuaiiy developed through direct emence of place overtime, but 

as Relph notes, can afso be an abrupt ecssatic experience. These personal places can act 

Iike som sort of pcak experience (Maslow, 1969; CsikszentnÛhdyi, 1993) where there is 

a féehg of pure mdividuthy and ide* that stems h m  an mtmiate encornter with 

place. As meationed =fier, thîs is recognkd m a  acuteiy in childhood experience with 

place, as many chiIdren cari recall places that eonstaate vital points of rekence. 

Ho-, the folIowing qyotation h m  a respodent captures this abrupt feeiing of behg 

"at home" in a fàraway pke. 



Itwasmterrstingbecause~henIwasinGrrecewithmymotiier~ 

last November, we'd go into Greek orthodox churches and 1 found 

thateverytimeIW8nCedinthereI had thesensethat Iwascoming 

home and Ît was actually b h *  1 think iî was the = of history 

there, and I feIt mots and 1 found that part of the world to be a 

more spiritual place. Maybe because the history is closer to the 

time of Christ. I can't redy explain what it was. Except that it 

was more thau just a féeling. And the churches are always open 

and people in groups, on thek way to work would stop by on their 

way to work, walk in and light a d e ,  turn around, make the sign 

of the cross, say a pmyer7 and then continue on to work There's 

an interesting concept, m that it wam7t home, it was very fàr away 

fiom home. And yet there was something very powerfiil. It was a 

very special place-where you belong. I assume it was that 

connection to féehg Wre a higher power so, but it was also 

dtural, m thet 1 think tbst the churches a d  the -gs m them 

were somehow familiar. It was culturd T m  not Greek- but it's 

m>nsmiilartowhatIgrrwupwith,Itwasrrallymt~.And 

1 just fêk closer to somthmg that 1 maybe believe m but 

sometÎmes doesn't feeI very close. 

Concmedy, these experiences are not W e d  to certain kinds of places* On the 

contrary, as Relph mtes, even m the deepest saburbia (a phice CRticized for a k k  of 



cube), people put dom mots and develop a sense of conccm for where they iive. This 

quite evident m Strathcona County as people are very loyal and respeaful of the place for 

fe8sons other than physical aîtrïcbutes present in the c u b a i  hdscape- The foiIowing 

quotation depicts this sense of deep conceni aad loydty for places that cornes with 

"gentiy growing mots" that Relph discusses. 

There are so many Sherwood Parker's that have been here fo~ver. 

It won't change. People wïil always care about this place. The 

community keeps on top of e v e g .  They can't get away with 

too much. Sherwood Park is a very loyal place. Be@ b r n  

Edmonton, Gladstone, Yellowknûe, Pace River, aii  these other 

pkes  I've iived-nothing compares to the loyalty h a .  They're 

very loyal and protective peop1e. 

One of the most common piaces asûociated with sense of place was the home. 

nie bme place becomes a centre of klt value over the course of thne aml le@ of 

interaction. Oin experÏence of piace and equally of home is a diaiecticd one-baiancing 

the need to stay with a desire to escape (Relph, 1976). As Retph notes, when one of these 

needs is too readiîy satisfied, we SUffer eittier h m  nostalgia or a sense of kmg uprooted 

h m  a place- These m o r s  contniute to piaces becoming both trieanmgful and 

mernorable, but also can conm%ute to féelings of oppression and imprisonmcnt in place. 

However, the data suggests that the idea of home is as much an imegined piace as 

it is a physical place. In this sense, thae are thmgs that we automatidy associate with 



home, but that may not necessarily be reflected in the acaial "taome placen. Furthermow, 

peopie, interaction, activity, and  ona al involvement all play a major role in feelings 

of sense of piace and mtedness in a home place. More importantly, the data reîlects tbat 

o v d  feeling of welï-behg or cornfort in place is necessary to féehg m t e d  m a piace. 

Hemce, newcomers feel siightly aüetl~ited and logic would follow that people who have 

been in a piace for a considerable length of time wouM feel a greater smse of place. 

However, these feelings of sense of place may not necessady be comected to length of 

residency, but rather they may k a reflection of broader féehgs of sense of place, for 

example feelings of well-king or belonging. 

Corning to a new place is ahways challenging and this expnience c m  be 

magnified when there is a strong communal entity that exists in the piace. The foliowing 

quotation discusses what it is üke to corne to a new piace. 

I think moving here was a huge growing experience for me. 1 

never had to work at making fkiends b e h ,  1 never had to work, 

and I'm not &y outgoing, so 1 never had to be outgomg and 1 

never had to ten people about me before because evayone knew 

me and I never bad to Show people what 1 was Be. And it made 

me evahiate myselfand the place that I was at. 1 had to stop and 

think how much I knew myself so tbat was a big tbmg for m. 



This respondent discusses her experiences of coming to a new phce, where 

famify and social mstitutions wenz strong. The process was made easier by the e>Mtmg 

social bonds m famüiar kmds of piaces. For instance knowing the idea of Yamtly" and 

how that social imit works or supposed to work made this trmsitïon easier. In this 

b c e ,  knowing that the church was there was an important elernent in making the 

h.aosition casier. Familiat piaces, mch as d e  or position in the famiy and more 

common physid structures, like the church, even though they are outside of the home 

place, contriiute to fostering a sense of place. However, it can also be challenging to 

"nt" hto aiready existing social and cultraal places. The respondent went on to discuss 

how kmg h m  a different place can conmbue to feelings of aiiedon because you 

becom the centre of attention, a fecling that might not connote comfott in a place. 

Maybe they were just wondering how 1 wodd fit in P b  the fkct 

thai I'm an American, some of the people up here have 

preconceiwd ideas or whaîever. I didn't üke king the centre of 

attention at all, especidy at church. 1 didn't like féeling like 

people were king nice to me because they feIt sorry for me 

because 1 was not h m  here. 1 dl think it will take the. In 

retrospect 1 cm see t was gmd fOr me, it was chaIIenghg for me, 

it still is at times challenag for me. Moving here was definite1y a 

lemhg acperience fbr me-& was so overwheeg. 



The following comment discusses the importance of having some consistency 

even m a relatively new phce. This respondent is the constant, the person the give the 

"official helIo and welcome" to new people m the community. "Knowing'' neighbotrrs 

coatnïutes to m n g  feelings of sense of place for this respondent. 

Sense of place ako means gettbg on with my neighbours. And this 

is a very transient place bemg a new place. It's h y s  been me 

who d e s  the nrst official 'hello.' And it's nmaring how you 

break down the M e r s  with people and can make them feel 

cornfortable. So, at fist 1 think it twk us a while when they first 

moved in. You have to break them down and say you know, a's 

okay for your kids to wander into my house, and we're not going 

to do mything to them. You know, so, it's a good neighbourhood. 

Which wodd be hard ifwe did need to leave. 1 mean we were the 

first buse here and we're the original owners. The houses around 

u s  have aiready been sold once or twice, but we have stayed. 

The experience of king new in a place is différent than king m a place 

for a long the.  However, the social and political climate can contriiute to 

p a t e r  feeüngs of sense of place than just the physicai environment. Aithough 

the physical environment impacts sense of place, feehg  a sense of benig 

welcomed and belonging h m  the broader conmnmity can be more mfliential 

It k hteresting to explore how and what places youth appropriate as their own 

and to what degree that conttiïutes to defining identity and com~ctions to place. 



It wodd be insightful to map Strathcooa Co- in such a way as to plot out the areas 

that youth occupy. Considerhg there is strong psrentaI opposition to youth being on the 

street$ youth continue to dehe their own spaces tbat take on very important and specific 

meankgs SibIey (1995) writes that this is Iargely due to ad& desire for order and youth 

desire for disorder. He continues by saying that the sense of boundanes around places, 

amieties over the, and féerings of attachment to places will be affecteci by the domestic 

environment, as it is shaped by f d y .  Further, the opportunities for control or for gMng 

children their own spaces wilI be affccted by the size of the home, the way the space in 

the home is organized and the relationship between public and private space (Sibley). 

F. Summary Discussion 

Giroux (1993, p. 27) mes that experiences need to be viewed h m  a position of 

empowerment rather than h m  a position of weakness. He goes on to say that 

Icnowledge needs to be d e  meanhgful in order to be made critical and transfomative. 

This is a usefil statement when assessing the rneaniog of place expexiences. The places 

we corne h m  are equdy important and shouid be recognised as sites of knowledge and 

possïbiiity (Giroux, 1993, p. 27). By acceptkg ciiffirent places of knowledge and 

emence,  we can uncover richer d g s  of how the world is mgotiated and d e  

reaL The historicai signincance of place and experiences in place, cuhe, comrnunity, 

and traditions, afnrm the places thet people come h m  (Giroux, 1993, p. 117). 



CaAPTER SEVEN 

LOCAL AND NON-LOCAL LEISURE 

A. An Introduction to Local and Non-Local Leisure 

Building on the previous discussion, this chaptet s a k s  to explore how local and 

non-local leisure intersect the coniplex phenornenon of sense of place. Keeping in mind 

the previous discussions of private and public space, rural and urban space, and long- 

and short-term residency in place, this chapter will examine leislrre that occurs locdy 

and leisure expdenced in a non-locd environment. Many respondents expresseci a 

"leûure or travel" related place when discussing places that were important to them. 

Comspondmg -ch in the planning and management field and leisine and tourism 

studies supports leisint activity as an important element of place identity and attachment 

(WiEams et al, 1992). This characteristic of leisure and travei rawd questions 

surroundhg participation and experoence in leisrne and tourkm and the comspondmg 

relationship to place. It is wïth this m mmd, that the foilowbg discussion will explore 

how selected residents of Straihcona County articulaie sense of place within a local and 

non-[ocal leisure and context, 

This chapter is structured into the bhary opposition of leisure in local and non- 

I o d  settings, or more expücitiy, home and away. Again, these binary oppositions are 

not meant to rehfbrce the traditional notions of these concepts. On the CO-, the 

bmaries are used to structure the argument m order to expose the middle ground for 

discussion Dmuptmg or bharing igid notions of leisure and travel can open up mw 



peqe&vese Likewise* in analyshg the interviews7 diverse and rich leisure experïences 

reked to place were discussed. To understand these notions, the qproach rnust be fluid 

and flexîîe enough to ente- a variety of differing notions and mderstaaduigs, 

enabhg a broad anaiysis of people and place relationships. To begh with, a bief 

discussion of leisure will be presented, focusshg on social relationships in leisure 

places. The discussion leads into a commentary on the absence of public leisine space 

in Stratficorma County and Sherwood Park. FoUowing a discussion of local leisure places 

in Strathcona County, non-local leisure behaviour will be examined as it relates to how 

the selected respondents articulate leisure experiences in relation to sense of place. A 

discussion of tourim, wc%calIy, wil i  ground the anaiysis. And nnally, conclusions 

will be drawn about the nature of local and non-local leisure places in relation to sense 

of place as adcuiated by selected residents of Strathcona County. 

B. Localiy Bmed Leisure 

As reseerch in leisure stuàies bas shown, leisure i~~volvs  elements of intriPsic 

reward and k d o m  (de Grazia, 1962; Neiilinger, 1974). Leisine is an activity or 

experience baseci on the notion of the self in relation to sometbing that is tiilfillmg and 

important for pasonal growth and discovery (Iso-Ahoh 1979). However, notions of 

leisute can not be relegated to the idea of sesbettement done. There are many leisine 

activities and experiences that do not necesssrily connote positive use of fke tirne. 

Hence, the importance of leisure as a f k l y  chosen activity emphEisismg autonomy in 

decision making. This too can be debatable, as there are many social and culturai 

structural constcaints that c m  Hilpede the ekment o f k  choice in Ieisine (Jackson & 



Scott, 1999). Therefore, in mmy ways leisure signifies the idea of pridege. Rivilege 

to have the time, money, and abüity to participate in chosen activities, but a h ,  

privüege to be able to overcome many of the social and cdtural barriers to 

experiencing leisute. 

Havhg said that, leislne and travel have become ahnost u n i v d y  accepted 

activities in our society, as leisine time is built into the idea of work through holiday 

time and weekends (Rybaynski 1991). The notion that people work so that they cm 

have t h e  off to recreate is one that is predent in concepnrrilisations of work and 

leisure. There may not be more leisure the, but there is no doubt that the development 

of time off fiom work (and other elements, such as, disposable incorne) has caused a 

redistriebution of leisure t h e  (Rybcynski, 1991). The sanctioned t h e  off work dows 

for instautioaalized leisure time and, oeen ït is in t h e  that the self and conîmunity are 

felt mst acutely. It is no coincidence that niany people Evolved in this shidy wouid 

equate the? sense of place with important leisure activities and places m their lives. In 

tact there are many parallels between the notions of l e h  and sense of place. 

Respondents report felings of well-bemg and cornfort when descriibing a feelùg of 

sense of place in much the same way they discussed the importance of leisine m M y  

We experience. The following respondent discusses the relationship between a leisure- 

based activay, footbaU, and the correspondhg rehtiomhip to the place, the football 

field 

The actuaI footban field is a spintual t h g  fôr me. I codd give 

you a üst, h m  the very fkst time 1 played ail the Eelds 1 played 

on. 1 could actually kt every single practice fscility and playhg 



field that 1 ever set foot on. Obviously, it is very miportant to 

me. Clsrke Stadnim and Commonwealth symbolize to me a 

wonderfiil game, something that 1 love very much and sumethhg 

that provided a lot of enjoyment and oppommity. 1 was able to 

achieve a lot of thmgs and do a lot of thhgs on the field because 

I codd play football. New avenues and important relationships 

opened up to me beawse of those expiences. Edmonton and 

the places in the city that 1 ideutify with are the stadhs and the 

people in them-both in fantasy and reality. 

The above quote expresses the powerful nature of important pkes comected to 

leisure experiences. The places in which social relationships are brmed, through the 

common bond of a leisure activity and exprieme, becorne mernorable and lasting 

influences in the lived experience. As this rrspondent comments, the experience of 

leisure and place imprints both "imapuied" and %ai" conceptions of interaction in 

place. 

a) Leisure and place reiationships at home 

Individual and social relatiooships, inside and outside of leisure, are affiected by 

"W' m the broader c o n t e  Leisure does not occur a s  an aùtity unto itself; individUZtIS 

have muhiple ties m a  varieci social and other Me comtnifments. Scott and ûodbey 

(1992) comment that grops shouid be wnceived of as social worIds thaî are Linked to 

broader social systems. People h m  socid histories and I e k  eXpenences are engziged 



withm multiple social formations. Stokowslci (1994) says that it is these structureci 

interpersonal and community rehtionships that provide the foudation and coherence for 

individual and social leisure behaviour, 

Fiirthermorr, Stokowski (1994) M e s  tbat leisure does not just happen randody. 

Indeed it is fomd in d o n  events and sporthg teams, but it is also fomd in the 

context of M y  We. 

We get so rnany birds out here. Aod instant&, when we put the 

food out tbis week a whole bunch birds came that we hsnn't even 

seen and I had been sick for the last s e v d  days and we just sat at 

the window here and waited for the birds. People would ask, 

What did you do?" WeN, we just sat here and watched ail the 

birds for the whole day. Som& kind of mq. 

Samdah1(1992) discusses niformal unstructured situations that emerge fiom daily 

He bto common leisure occasions. In this way, leisure is seen as an emergent 

experience in an individuai's üté or part of their daily We. Samdahl proposes that 

informal socid interaction ailows the presentation of one's "tnte self", contnïuting to a 

more complete understaadmg of Ieisure behaviour. The idea of sitting in fiont of a 

window ail day watchmg birds is an example of a leisure experience that is idormal and 

impromptu, but miportant enough to engage the participant for 10% periods of the. It is 

evident that this exgmïence is also htimritely tied to the place. It is withm the codort of 

the home setting that this kmd of idbrmai and intimate Ieisure experience is possible. 



It is also probably one of those d e m g  moments that mark a place in the home as king 

specid It is special because of the birds, but also special because of time spent with 

others participating in the activity of bird watching. 

b) Leisure, place relationships, and social theory 

In discussing issues of leisure and social relationships, Stokowski (1 994) 

questions how social structure enters into leisine behaviour and meanhg. The following 

is a brief explaaation basecl on Stokowski's theory of structurabton aud leisure bebaviour. 

According to Stokowski, social structure rrsearch attempts to explain the patternhg of 

individuai and group interactions acrou other social systems. There is a direct 

refationship with individuai agency and how the agent or individuai negotiates social 

space. Social interaction is a r d  of individual behaviour or intention m a setting or 

context. Structural research examines the relational patterns multinp h m  intentr*onai 

and unintentional action in an effort to predict how the arrangement of elements wiulia 

and m s s  social systems Muences the behaviours of ~ont~buting social mors 

(Stokowski, 1994). The theory of social structuration is particuI8tly interestmg in the 

context of sense of place in that it acknowledges social space es king an important 

indicator of leisure experience. Firrthermore, the theory spatializes leisure in a way that 

disupts the tcndency to srniate leisure as being a temporal phenomenon ody. The fàct 

tbat l e h  occurs in spaces integrai to the experience opens up new ways of exploring 

both leisure and sense of place. nie followhg quotetion discusscs footbd m coqmison 

to famiy. 



Football definitely represents fàmily. The nrst thing that mmes to 

mind to me is college footbd. 1 started college not knowing a SCNI, 

but then thete was football. The guys are like a smgate M y .  

This respoedent's comment about football shows how it came to be understood as 

being üke a Y i y "  because of the experience of the social unit of the famiy in the 

home place. We corne to know M y  as a asocial unit because of our individual 

participation wahin that particular social setting. In the case of this nspondent's 

experîence with football, the respoiisibility in playing goes beyond the individuai level 

but is a t e l y  tied to individuai action m a social space, whether that be the football 

locker room or the football field. Players are aware of the broader context of the game in 

order to "prote& th& fe11ow players on the football field. By showhg a Ievei of 

competaicy m skiU level and recognisbg the team as sornething more than a social 

gathering for the prtrposes of sport. SimiIar to discussions of the home, other places can 

act as sunogate home places and be no Iess mernorable or important m life experience. 

McCaU and Simmons (1978) define relatioaships as the linkage between two or 

more social actors who may be mdivdual, groups, or larger coUectivities. Social 

relatiouships have been d i s c d  at length m this thesis to emphasise the profotmd 

mfhience that important places have on people and their social relationships. As meny 

schoiars have idenSe& there is no such thing as a smgle leisrire rehtionship. M e r ,  

people cne hvolved m many reiationships at once that cross over and mtersect leisure 

actMty and behaviour (Stokovvdü, 1994). 



The folIowing quotation attempts to conceptualise the importance of close 

"famiy-like" relationships as contriinting to personal growth and development m leisure 

experiences. He discusses important "Iife'' çMls such as hard work and teamwork. Skill 

development and esteem building related to leisure activity are mtimately tied to place in 

which they are fosteted and encourageci. 

I wasi't reaily a strong student and 1 wasn't a great athlete. I 

understood that, but 1 lcnow what senior football did for me. It 

taught me structure, t taught me that hard work wül always pay 

off; and it taught me that 1 couid be part of the team. And I could 

be successful. I was aot one of those kids that had any self- 

esteem in hi& school at aiI. 1 had none. And you Iook at me 

now, and people don't even recognise me, they're üke 'He's 

doing that?, then they talk to me and they're me, 'Holy smokes, 

you chaoged. And 1 see that as a compliment. But, that's what it 

did for me. Al1 1 know is, 1 was a iate bloomm, and I've started 

to corne out a Iittle bit and 1 think football and the team had 

somethhg to do with tbat 

Hoggett and Bishop (1985) suggest a need to Iook at the voohmtcny sector of 

leisure involvement more closeIy. Individuais build meanbgfhl communal aEliations 

throiigh clubs, groups, and informal ~ S S O C ~ O I I S .  Leisiire appears to be an important 

social bonding the, reintOrciug both the people mvolved and the place m which t 

OCCUCS, 



The folio* respondent discusses the d e  of the footfkll coach in a voluntary 

capacity- 

Football-1 don't know if it has to do with community as much as 

the type of bondhg that that partidar sport brsigs. 1 feel a 

'sense of place' or cornfort or safety in the game of football. 1 

thbk it's d e  to say that you're more than a football coach. It's 

mtcresting though, how that sense of team and feeling 

responsibility to and for other people cm mate that bond. 

In the previous quotaîion the respondent discusses participation as a football 

coach and again d e s  reference to important "W' experiences such as féehg a sense 

of responsibility to and for other people. He alludes to the important role that coaches 

play as leaders and models for young people. 

In the following quotation the rrspoudent r e h  to participation in informal 

sporthg leagues and discusses the importance o f  the locker room as bemg a significant 

gatheriag place for the group. A location where "you can be who you want to be" aad 

"anythhg goes." It is a location of perceived fnedorn and individual expression in a 

social context, 

Anythmg goes m the locker mm. It is one of the few places 

where you can be who you want to be. For some people it takes 

about skty years before they let out Who they are. But in the 

locker room a n . g  goes. 



Stokowski (1994) identifies that the understanding of leisure experiences es 

socially constnrcted d e s  developing within the interpersonal relationships of M y  

life is misshg fiom tcaditional concephialisations of leisute. Arguably, the same could 

be said about people-place relationships in that there is a tendency to compartmentalize 

sense of place into sets of M i n t  relationships and not emphas'i the interrelatedness 

of these relationships enough. Stokowski goes on to say thaî such rehtionships are the 

source of ieisure behaviours and meanings and that they are necessarily pattemed 

across murtiple social instances. It is the mterplay of multiple levels of social orda and 

multiple processes of social organisation, which provide structuxe to leisure behaviours 

and m d g s  (Stokowskii. Again, the idea that people-place relationships may go 

through the same experieotial process is one way to f.urther spatiaiïze leisure in social 

conte- openhg up new ways of exploring sense of place. 

Giddens (1990) proposes that social theorking must begin Eom the premise that 

human agency is mtimately botmd to the structuring process of social systems and 

M e r ,  thaî ai l  strushYcturing processes must be conceivcd against a background of time 

aud Wce. This process of analysis mvolw bcluding time and space as more than just 

environments, but as king integraI to social relations. Furthemore, Giddens proposes 

that with renewed attention to the mterdependence of structuration processes with the 

contextuai na- of social interaction taken imo accotmt codd potentially give a more 

rich and ÏnsightM discussion of human social ioteraction. 



nie co-ordinaîiion of the dmlypaths of hdkvidtcal 
wilhin given range of locales, p h  whot some 
researchers have cded a "sense ofpl.uce" me 
concretilred arpects ofthe W i î y  of 
stmctute ... the contmuity of the biogrqhy of the 
indNichca2 ù expressed in, and also expresses, the 
contimmnty of nrStihdlhdlonul repradirctio~ts~ 

Giddem, 1990 

He goes on to say that a more comprehensive understanding of how aspects of 

place affect the production of systems of social practice may give m e r  insight into 

the field o f  leisure studies. Space is not "empty"; it is always social and intimately tied 

into the reproduction of social structures. 

c) Leisure and place relationships - Public leisure in Sherwood Park 

Having touched on this discussion earlier in the thesis, the purpose of this section 

is to explore public space with specific reference to leisure activity and experience. One 

of the most apparent inconsistencies in hterprethg sense of place for people of 

Stratbcona County was the prevalence of highiy controiIed kisure actErities and 

expexiences especidiy those Iocated arotmd the home place. Compared to tâe "good old 

days" of times pst,  parents are Iess wüling to Iet their children outside for extendeci 

periods of t h e  unsupmrised. In many cases, women mtexviewed were reluctant to k 

outside doow &er dark. Respondents wae rtostdgic for the tÏmes when it was safe to be 

outside afta dark and you did not have to lock your doors. These hdings were 

mconsistent wiih earlier discussiom that seemed to reify the overwbeimÎng feeling that 

the suburb was a d e  pke. This contradiction aiEms the idea that the &ty of the 



suburb is a m .  However, the myth is powerfiu and influentid and it works in the 

psyche in pfedictable ways. In a comrminity, iike Sherwood Park, there is a perceived 

eeed to have shared understandings about what "oui' place is Iike. So ifsuburbia codd 

potenMy be a "dangerous" place and the idea of the suburb as a " d e  placen is a myth, 

then are we living m some kmd of increasing state of paranoia? This is diflïcult to say, 

but the tension is clearly piayed out with respect to leisure behaviour and participation m 

Stcathcona Coimty. 

&dl, Ieisure behaviour in public Wace seemed to be very controiled. This was 

the case evea for chUren, for whom the element" of ' ï k e  play" is so important, It 

seemed si@cant for parents to encourage leisrire participation, yet in a very 

ratiodized way. The need to rationalize play and leisine is not new. ln k t ,  some 

scholars have called this phenornena the "McDo~dization" of society @thter, 1996). 

Efficiency, rationaiity, end predictability refiect the med to seek control Ïn an 

increasbgly t8st-paced worId. These elements seem to be strong influences inle 

behaviour as weil, pticularly Ï n  the pubiic reaim of leisure places 

Finthemore, it appears that important public leisure spaces in Sherwood Park are 

comected to a biighiy structured leisure experience, such as participation m team sports 

with strongiy edorced d e s  and regdations The following quotaîion refiects the 

prevaience of fiunilies and commmities almost king conditioned as to ways in which 

Ieislire tirne is experienced in the public dm. 

1 thmk abouî sense of place when 1 drive by the fields and there's 

a bunch ofguys playing socca. 1 aimost &el like stopping aad 

sta& there for a M e .  Because our boys were in soccer, 



football, and so on, and 1 coached a fair amormt So, those places 

have kind of a sense of place for me. You know when 1 drive 

home h m  work now, about six o'clock, 1 drive by the Salisbury 

fields and 1 see ail the teams out there, and 1 think 1 used to have 

time to coach, and now it's six o'clock. You know 1 usedto rush 

home at five or whatever t h e  it wouid be and have supper and 

away we go. 

Oldenburg (1997) suggests that we have lost casual gathering places that useâ to 

make social leisure more spontaneous and leu controiIecL These places seemed to be 

rehtively me h Shenvood Park. If there are public places, they were not discussed as 

having any importance to the respondent's sense of place. Historically, these kinds of 

leisrne spaces, what Oldenburg (1 997) and Soja (1 996) call "third spaces" have been very 

meanin@ and important. Cafes, tavem, the corner store and other smular 

establishments, examples of Wiird spaces", are particularly absent h m  the suburban 

cuftural Iandscape. Third space can k de&ed as place settings that are a physical 

manifiéstation of people's desire to associate with other people in an area once thty 

becom f m  wah the people and the place (Oldenburg, 1997). Third spaces are the 

core sea8igs of informai public He. They are regular, vohiiEtary, and and& gaîhering 

of people in places in their comrmmity, beyond the realms of work and hom. Oldenburg 

identines the Tint" place as  the home place and the "second" place as the work place. 

Indwtdhtion,  nrbanktion, and advances m tecbnology have all Ied to a deche of 

comrmmity reliance on third spaces. Oldenburg comments tbat urban and suburban areas 



are planned accordhgly to reflect *on between public and private lifé. Segtegaîïon, 

isolation, compartmentalisation, and stedktion seem to be guicihg prkiples of 

plamMg commUnay spaces (Oldenburg). However, ai a sociew driven by convenience, 

it is ironic that tvm ifthird places were present m the cultural landscape, it is unlikely 

anyone would have time to enjoy then 

Diniiig and after my interviews were completed, I spent time m Sherwood P a .  

driwig and walking around, trying to pm-point the places that people talked about. It 

was intæsting to me that aside for the Salisbury field mentioned m the quotation above 

regardhg the soccer fields; other public space was not mentioned. There are coffee 

shops, local tavems and restaurants and the lüce m Sherwood Park and Strathcona County 

has ample outdoor recreation opportunities, but they were not discussed as king 

important leisure places. 

One of the apparent incoIlSiStencies in Sherwood Park m partMar is a beautifiily 

constnicted t h e  nicility in the middle of the hamlet. Festival Place, apart h m  bemg a 

world-class theatre space, also hm an informai lobbylrneetmg space and other fkatures 

conducive to local gathamg. It is landscaped with a circuitous trail system through open 

parkland. There are ornate bridges that cross the artincial lake that doubles for a skating 

rBik in the -et. 1 was particdarly interestecl m this development when it began years 

ago. 1 remember thmkmp how fommate the c o r n e  of Shawood Park was to have 

such a place. Indeed, the space is recognwd as being important beyond the commUnay 

ofsherwood Park by theatre profkionals and enthusiasts. It was dous thai this plaw 

was mt mentiomd at al by the people ni this study. In the centre of the community, a 

place where most peopIe driw by everyday was not mentioned as bemg integrai to the 



public leisure space of the community. Festival Place is ody one exampIe of a public 

leisure vace in Strathcona County. The reader may remember m the description of 

Straihcona County with its abundance of public leisuce spaces, pticulatIy naturaI areas 

such as Ek Island National Park, The Ministik BÏrd Smctuary, and the Stratécomi 

Wdderness Centre. None of these areas were mentioned as king important to the sense 

of place of the people interviewed for this study. This section has attempted to question 

this absence and detemine the ways in which public space relates to leisine and seme of 

place. It is apparent, that particulatIy in the a m  of leisine studies, that this phenomenon 

deserves M e r  research. 

Edward Soja (1996) suggests that there is n e c e d y  a '?hird space" in lived 

experience. Phces are concrete and places are imagineci, but there is something else. 

Not to be confiwd with public space, WiHd space" a way of thmking dinerently about 

the meanings and significance of space and those related concepts that compose and 

comprise the inherent spa* of human üfe. 

C. Toitrbm 

Arnong other things, the notion of travel connotes a broadening of the min& a 

kmd of education m culture and place. Perspective is gained by gazing fiom a distance. 

And, diierence can be insightful and educationai. For many people, the desire to travel 

is fûeUed by the need for fim and exciting experiences in relaxhg places. However, 

travei cm also be confusmg and the idea of distance can be based on illusion or myth. As 

Kaplan (1996) says, with regards to tnivel, "diffefence depends on your point of view". 



When I taught the tourism class at the University of Alberta, many of the students 

rexmk, 7 thought this class was supposed to fun" and 4 am not sure whether 1 want to 

tnivel mymore now". The perception is that tmveI and tourism are Yh'' and relatively 

apoliticai. There is the notion that travei is fke nom social and cultural consequences. 

Ofien, the greatest l e d g  occurs when students make the connection between then 

actions as traveiiers and the resuhant impacts on the social, cultunJ and envhnmental 

fabrics of the cornmunifies traveiied upoa My point In giviag a criticai perspective m the 

c h  is not to thwart student travel but to raise important questions about leisiire and 

travel m our society. Many times Kaplan's (1 996) question of "How do we reconcile 

travel within destabiliig nation states, cultural and economic diasporas, and increasing 

disparities of wealth and power? has inDuenced my petspective of thinking about and 

teaching toirrism Contemporary culture presupposes that travel is a necessary element of 

work and play. We travel for Eends and M y ,  and in many cases will leave fkiends 

and family to capitaüze on career oppomimties. We have the W o m  to tnivel in and for 

these capacities. However, it is necessary to be aware of the ways in which travel and the 

abiiity to travel affect the construction of places and the people in place. This chapter 

wili look ar tourism m an increasingly global world and some associated issues with 

reference to respondent's comments of tlavel places m relation to their sense of place. 

The search for a place m which happmess may be found is a metaphor for the 

search to uncover a rnemory ofhappmess (Clirtis and Pajaczkowdti, 1994). These 

interviews were especially interesting in that p p k  expressed much of their sense of 

p k e  in reiatr0on to traveL The physicai process of mvement and the disniption and 

dynamic quality of negotiating different plaw expaiences imprints itselfon the memory 



in profound ways Howeva, knowhg you can return home is even more telling of the 

process of travehg and the construction of home. The Ytrq,'' represents a @se in the 

regular rhytbms of existence and leads to a place where t h e  almost stands still or is 

reversed (Cintis & Pajaakowskli. The sense of place and the in tnive1 seems to be 

diirent than in M y  Life e-ence. It is not a utopian space of necdom and 

tmqmency, but a place where we actively engage in behaviour that is unlike the 

"aorm". 

The term tourist is deriveci h m  the word %in", d g  a joumey at which one 

returns to the starting point, a circuiar trip usuaUy for business, pleasure, or education, 

during which various places are visited and for which an itinerary is usually planned 

(Gilbert, 1990). This definition highüghts that tour& have a variety of motivations for 

tnivel Gilbea, provides the following dennition which encapsulates the nature of 

tourhm "Tourism is a component of d o n  which involves travel to a less familiar 

destination or wmmunity7 for a short period of the,  m order to satisfy a consumer need 

for one or a combination of activities" (p. 25). Thû dennition inchides b t h  toirrist 

motivation a d  the notion that the t o d  and destination are part of a iarger system. 

However, this definition niils to mclude the extremely personal and social satine of 

traveL The following quotation h m  a respondent highlights the natute of these personal 

aad social relationships. 

When we were m Penticton together 1 saw him as him. He was 

wild and cray and h y  and we met mother fiend d o m  there 

who is the most dyaamic person I b w .  He's cray. Anyway, 

we just had a great the. It was R e  we were in high school 



again, before aiI the responsibility and aU the reIationships come 

into k Now rm just as bad or worse than my fiends because 1 

hardly see them anymore. 

The pvious  quote diScusses tmvel with fiends and how sometimes when travelling the 

6bguard" is let down a Me, and people feel k e r  to be who they ''really are". 

Like wise, the foilowing quote discusses a M y  bonding experience that 

occurred in Las Vegas. The preconceived idea of a place like Las Vegas is that it is the 

type of place that wouid not necessarüy be conducive to f o d g  and afnrmmg 

important social relationships. However, this again points to the extremely malleable 

uature of place and social relationships. This example aiso points to the perspective that 

distance can have on reliouships. The notion of "getting away 60x11 it ail" can be an 

influentid factor in traveL 

One of the best vacations 1 ever bad was when we went to Las 

Vegas last Summer. It was just after my grandmother died and it 

was just Icind of a way to release the stress afterwatds. I went 

with my parents and my sister, it was just reaIly cool and we had 

such a great time. And then my %end came d o m  and met me 

there, and it &ove me nuts. But, it was a mw thhg for us 

because I was W y s  close to rny parents but I was never close 

to my sister. And I think that was the tummg point for us And, 

now we're very close. So 1 think thaf that's why the vacation 



was so grwrt. The place was exciting; t ' s  an excithg place to go. 

But, just gettjng away, puthg that part of our Iife b e h d  us, and 

gening closer to the M y ,  is what I really liked about the trip. 

And 1 was almost insurted that my fiend h d  of hvaded that. 

For four days. That's dl it was, it was four days. But it was good 

to get away. 

The physicai act of moving has a profound affkct on how people ciiscussed their 

sense of place* The car symbokd a way to view the outside h m  a distance. The 

private space of the car represents hedorn to control the travel experience. It acts a safe 

place in which to d a t e  experiences of difference. The automobile is under the control 

of the driver and the driver can decide when to stop and start. By doing this, they can 

parthlly control the gaze of the tmeI experience. 

The reason I said our sense of place is m om vehicles is because 

we Iike to go for drives. Last Friday, we left here, down to Red 

Deer and on the David Thompsoa highway, d h u g h  to Jasper, 

and then back. It's a day trip. We could do whatever we waated, 

stop when we wanted or just keep going. We c-y have a 

semc of weii king just drivùig dong tlwugh the country. We 

wül take a big Iunch and stop dong the way. I I the best 

thing about tnivel is when you go çomepiace you're d y  

coming back to a home place. That's a c t d y  one of the nicest 

things about going away. 



The previous quotation is a discussion of the profbumi relationship between tnivel 

and the home place. It is nice to travel because you can return home. The following 

quotation touches on the physical act of movbg and aiso comments on how the mode of 

transportaiion can have an impact on expexiences ami be an element of sense of place. 

Evexy second year, we go out to Victoria for Christmas. AU my 

five sibling's immediate FamiIies go out there. We drive out 

thenAt is part of the fun of the trip. The kids have all the places 

they Iike to stop dong the way. 

a) Tourkm and place relationslips in a broder context 

Tourism involves the movement of people h m  one location to another outside of 

their o m  commUnay (Gilbert, 1990). Locaîions become tourkt destinations offering a 

wide range of activities, expiences, and facilities. In many respects, tourism is about the 

geography of consumption outside the home ara; it is about how and why people travel 

to consume, whether it be historic buiIdings, Iandscapes, art and museurn coUections, or 

sports and entertainment (law, 1993). Issues sunotmding the comrnodif?cation of l e i m  

and tourism e w e n c e s  need to be addressed with respect to the culnùal consumption of 

place. As Craik (1995) argues, the most signincmt impediments to tourism may be 

culturai and goes on to say that economic, envirom- and political issues should be 

placed withm the broder cultural context of toiirism. 



Certain places and sites, with their laudscapeq social p d c e s ,  bu.ildings, 

residents, symbois and meanhg achieve the status of tourist sites because of thek 

physicd, socid, cultural aod commercial atkiïutes @ritton, 199 1). The capaalist nature 

of place is illuminateci when these distmct spaces are organized in such a way as to 

reprrsent and constitute the conrmodincation and compt ion  of place. ln this way, 

place becomes a site for collsumptive piirposes, but also a commodity itseK in the form 

of property value and worth. The selling of place provides compelling economic M i e s  

and directly influences the nature of place and place experiences. The concept of sense 

of place is necessarily affected by the inwingiy  prevalent nature of commodified 

places. in order to understand this reletiooship more W y ,  an examination of 

commodined places as tourism destinations will be useful to solidify the argument. 

Tourism can only be understwd wahin the changing economic, social, and 

physicai stnictures of pdcular environments. Wi the economic decline of traditiouai 

economies, tourism appears to be the popuiar replacement mdustry to encourage 

economic stimulation. As the move to viewing places as tourkt attractio~~~ h o m e s  

more widespread, destinations around the world have developed accordingly. 

Furthemore, in order to stay cornpetitive in an extremely market driven economy, places 

have hsd to h d  new ways to generate capital mvestment and to fosta an economic 

environment that wül attract and encourage growth. 

B r h n  (1991) outiines how places are assimrlated into the pmoducon of tourism 

commo&es. The mdustry contriws to mipaa meanings to its products by associaîhg 

them with attriiutes of noni:ommesnally created anractions, which of necessity, aiso 

means mipartmg meanhg to specÎfïc p k e s  and Saes (Britten). Noii-comrnercially 



created attmtions or non-tomism derived commercial ath.actons take on new manings 

promoted as a tourism product As commercial notions of place becorne increasmgly 

prevalent, the mairings gsciated wah pliace also chaoge- This hplicates expience in 

place and also the nature of the place kif. 

Jmeson (1991) discusses the notion of postmodern h v e  as ûmscendiag 

the capacities of the mdividual human body to Iocate itseffor to organize its immediate 

surroundings perceptually and cognitively to map its position in a "aiappable" external 

world. This ixnplies a separatioa between the body and the b& environment, but, also, 

the difEicuity in actuaUy located ourselves in the place. Jamwon mer diScusses the 

incapacity of OUI min& to map the great giobal muitinatiod and de-centred 

communicational network in which we find ourseives caught as individuai subjects. 

Globaiization is the organisation of production ancî the exploitation of markets on a world 

scale (Robins, 1991). There is an emphasis on a global concentration of industrial and 

financial capital that m e s  to create notions of place as king "globel". The resuit is the 

development of built space that reflects multinational capital and enterprise* confounding 

the distance between ''centre? and "periphery" cultures. 

Marginal places, those places, which have been Ieft behind in the modem race for 

pro- evoke both nodgia  and fascination (Shields, 1991). Their mgmal status may 

corne fiom out of the way geographic locations, bemg the site of E c t  or disdamecl social 

activities, or represent the location of the "ûther". Marginal p h  are charactei.izied by 

bemg piaced on the paiphery of cuituraI systems of space, in which places are ranked 

relative to each other. Theie is an image or stigma essociated with these places because 

they are "mappedw in relation to places of centrality. This implies a systern of social 



spathkation that is different h m  the dominant discourse. Essentiaiiy, margmal places 

are the categorisation of geographic places on the basis of cultiwl distmction, which is m 

hm, understood as king "different". As Shields d e s  clear, as opposed to be& 

merely a topographie margin, the devebpment of c u h m i  marpinaiity occurs through a 

complex process of social actkity and cuhraf work. AS the following quotation 

suggests, nostalgia and mythology commody associateci wÏth tnivel cm produce notions 

of udi.fference". 

1 saw a reai cowboy in a store. He had a scarfaround his wck 

and everything. And then we went to the next t o m  dom the 

road and had supper m the bowling d e y  - a sandwich and a 

steak, and the dessert was a German chocolate pie. Oh my gosh! 

And if you waIk d o m  the street in Twin Bridges, everyone says 

hello. They are just wondefi 

The quest for authenticity is central to understandmg the c t h r e  of toiirism, but Ï t  

is also ïnteresting in coming to know and understaud places mtimateIy. An authentic 

experience refm to somehow gainmg access to the tmth about somethmg. Tourism, 

which emerged with this search br aidhenticity, is based in the belief that authenticity 

and reality are ekwhere; m otha historiai paiods, m other cultines, and m purer and 

simpler Mestyles (MaCCamtell, 1976). As the above quotation implies the respondent 

was thriiied to see a W" cowboy. 

The deveiopwnt ofthe constructeci toutist attraction resrihs h m  how those who 

are subject to the t o d  gaze tespond, both to protect themsehres h m  intnisions &O 



their iives "backstage" and to take a d m e  of the opportunitics it presents for profitable 

investment (Urry, 1990). Thus, once sometbing becomes a tourkt atüa&on, authenticity 

is an impossible endeavour. Places are created as bbamactioos" and are o h  not at all 

reflective of the hes of the local commUnay md host popdation. Toiaism is the pmduct 

of consumer culture, leisiire, and techno logical innovation (Kaplan, 19%). Many places, 

around the world, have been quick to develop and create tourist d-tiom m order to 

capitalize on economic growth oppominities. However, as  Craüc (1 991) argues, the b i s  

of tourism is too m w ,  and largely ignores social, cultural, environmental, labour, and 

structural determinants and impacts on place. 

When 1 think of Maple Creek, 1 think of the Cinnamon buns. 

Curly's Bakery. Reaiiy good people. AL1 the ranchers are in 

there having coffce. It's just a great place, I just love it. We went 

last week to have buns at Curly's Bakery. We drove dl the way 

to Medàciue Hat and then we drove to Maple Creek. Then after 

Maple Creek we came home. They got this redy old hotel there. 

Such a sense of history in that place. You fèel that you are in a 

dream. It is really enjoyable- so unlike what we experience 

everyday. 

The previous pisote refèrs to a respondent's emence of a d town in AlbeiEa 

Maple Creek is "othered'' because it is different and also taken to be authentic but m a  

dreamlike way. In many cases, the good Mie mesns a traditiod way of He, mstalgia h r  

tanes gone by and tht goiden days. Small t o m  life is d e d  opon to represent 



these images and gives a feeling of go@ back in t h e  when things were better, der ,  and 

more codortabIlea %al'' feeling of communityunity The foilowing quote depicts another 

experience of srnail t o m  We m a travel experience. The place is what is termed as 

qua& However, as the respondent notes, the fact that the place has been consciously 

developod around a theme is explictly recogniJed. ui this way, the tourkt acknowledges 

the dtstioations as bemg based on a theme, yet representative of an authentic ideaL 

Therefore, the idea of sense of place as king c60nen thing that is tme and unique to that 

pertidar place is confoundedd. 

It's Ute every t h e  we go dom south we stop in the A d a  

Vdey. Weii the fïrst time that we went back we went to the 

teahouse in the elevator. That's what their sort of theme is to get 

people to come in. They tunieci a grain elevator into a teahouse. 

Ofien it is the recognised "difference" of the local population and its culture that 

is the major attraction. Ethnic and culnrral tourism are based on the promotion of cultural 

understanding and culhiral exchange. However, it is arguecl that the brief encounters of 

toiuists with local cultures serves to reinforce ethmcentrism and, convince toinists of 

developed couutries, of the correctness of their own worldviews. Stereotypic beliefs are 

too strong and tourkt encounters are too shoa (laxson, 1991). Furthemore, as Kaplan 

(1996) argues, Ïfthe tourkt traverses boundaries, they an bondanes that the tourkt 

participates m creatbg. The distinction between the t o d  and the =other" mereiy serves 

to rehfbrce ecommic and social structures that ~flect  centres and m8tgins. In this way, 

the tonrist partkipates m cnating new versions ofhegemonic relations producing 



euroc entrisms and other forms of cutiural dominaton (Kaplan). This notion highlights 

the fact the places and interaction h spaces are inherently politicised. Seme of place is a 

notion that c m  mt be divorceci fiom social, cultumi and politid relatioaships. 

The joumey and the destination are often descriibed as  a passage h u g h  symboiic 

time, forward towards a resohition of conflict and backwards towards a lost aspect of the 

past (Curtis & Pajaczkowska, 1994). There is a sense that a diff int  place is one m 

which time operates at a siower piace. There is a seme of discovery and mtaest, but not 

necessarily of klonging. It is a way of acting as a voyeur or vicarious participation in 

the activities of another time and place. 

Curtis and Pajaczkowski (1994) ask the question what does travel produce ifnot, 

by a sort of reversai, an exploration of the deserted places of memory and the return to 

nearby exoticism by way of a detour through distant places. and the discovery of relics 

and legends. These authors are proposing that travel be undertaken to m o r e  somethmg 

that is missing m We. The outer joumey of physical and spatial mobiiity can hction as 

a metaphor for the interior jomey of the sod, rnind, and consciousness (Curtis & 

Paj$CZkoWSkli. The say m e r  to this thought, that iftravelling implies a joumey of 

metamorphosis and transformation in which the seif is changed by the experience of 

altcrity encountered m a diaiectic of difference, then tourism miplies ckular  

confirmation of self-identity ( C d  & Paj&owsk.i, 1994). This r e h  to the point 

made earlier thaî people are cornpelleci by places that elid fêelings of cornfort and weD- 

bemg. To have a s e a  of piace confkms who we are or who we thhk we are, rather than 

challenges notions of identity. 



Tomism can be a homogenismg influence and its effects everywhere seem to be the 

same. The local and regional landscape that very often initiate the desire to travel or to 

mate a toinism destination, is destroyed and replaceci by conventional tourist 

architecture, synthetic Iaadscapes and pseedo p h e s  (Relph, 1976). The resuit is the 

creation of homogenous environments in which there is very M e  distmction between 

places, regardles of the distance that separates them. A placeless gaography develops 

and is chatacterized by areas that kick both diverse landscapes and significant aspects that 

conm%ute to the ïnherent uniqueness of piaces (Relph, 1976). Relph would argue tbat it 

is this placelessness that consicbutes to alienation of humaas Eom their envhnments and 

wouid not be conducive to CTe8fing an environment to bster positive feelings of sense of 

place. As the foUowing quotation nom a respondent suggests, an increasingiy 

homogenous environment can seem "out of place", regardes of how fitmiliar the 

cuitmi artefkt or landmark is. The quotation is a good example of increasingly global 

formations of place and place identity. 

I didn't expect to see a Subway in Mexico. 1 guess 1 thought we 

wouid see a lot of things but wt that. And yet on the other haed it 

is not realiy surprishg I guess, just weird, out of place maybe* 

D. Summary of Discasion 

Travel m both its metaphorid and physical reaches can no Ionger be considered 

as somethmg that confirms of our initia1 deparime, and thus concludes in a contÿmation 

of a domstication of diffetence (Chambers, 1994). Likewise, sense of place am not be 

solely based on the idea of places as havhg a tmiqueness and différence that sets them 



spart fioom other places. Arguably, places in contemporary society are mch more 

compiicated and to concepnialise. Add to this, social relations in m e ,  and it is 

easy to see why a historicd imagination is favoured over a geographicai imagination. 

Again, this chapter is exploratory, but identifies that need for Mer conceptualisation of 

human interaction in spatial realities. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

CONCLUSION 

A. ReflecfiDons on Content and Process 

The conchuion wül provide a general overview of the study fidings and off= 

summarising comrnents. FÏrstiy, the prrrpose of the shidy wül be revisited foUowed by 

reflection on the üterature review. The methodology will be discussed, providing 

reflection on the use of qualitative methods and h-depth inte~ews. This section will 

also address how the study changed over the course of d y s i s  and writing. 

Summarising comments of the content wiiI be presented, as they are broken down into 

the four chapters: public and private F e ;  urban and Mal; short- and long-temi; and 

leisure and travel. This section will be foiiowed by prospects for m e r  research and 

study of the concept of seme of place. F i d y ,  the thesis will conclude with the author's 

personal joumey revisited, as w d  as, some conc1uding comments on sense of place. 

This study f o d  on the sense of place ofresidents of Strathcona County, 

Alberta. The resecnch asked the question: How do selected residents of Strathcona 

County articulate th& views on sense of place is generai and m relation to Stmthcona 

County in particuiar? In-depth intmiews were used to ask the questions and the overd 

study was b e d  by a hermeneuticai and iaerpretative research paradigrn, There was an 

attempt to o r g h  the study sample m the foIIowing way: three short-tam urban 

residents, three long-term iirban &dents, three short-term niraI &dents, and tbree Ioiig- 

tenn nrral residentsc 



The overd goal of the research was to gain a deeper understanding of the concept of 

sense of place to selected residents of Strathcona Counf~. 

The literature review ~flected Vanous deWons and meaaings associated with 

seme of piace. Williams and Stuart (1998) outlined seme of place as the foilowing: 

the emotional bonds that people have with places (at various gaopphic scales) over 

time and wah familiarity with those places; 

the strongly felt dues ,  meanings, and symbols that are hard to identify or lcnow (and 

hard to quant@); 

the valued qualities of a place that even an insider may not be consciously aware of 

until they are tbreatened or Iost; 

the set of place meanings that are actively and continuously co~lshructed and 

reconstructed within individuai min& shared cultures, and social practices; and 

the awareness of the cuhmd, historia& and spatial conte* withm which meenings, 

values, and socid, interactions are formed 

The review foliowed wîth a general discussion of piace to a more specinc analysis 

of se= of place. The litemture review highiighted the socio-caltural perspective 

inherent in people-landscape relationships. The literattue review raiseci the question of 

whether or not the theoies of planning and management reflected the depth of the term 

sense of place and wamed agamst j o e g  the sense of place parade (wiiiiams & Stuart, 

1998) without fbUy recognismg the €meadth ofthe concept. To adeqyately reflect the 

breadth and depth of the term, sense of piaw deflmitions and ~ e w o r k s  shouid reflect 



phaality and mclusiveness. The iiterature review reflected sense of place as a term that 

blurs boundaries and crosses over cormaonly accepted constnicts and ways of vie* 

the world New literature was introduced in the d y s i s  section of the thesis document in 

orda to adeqmtely respond to emergent t h e d c  patterns. It was the intersection and 

overlap of the litexanire that was important to this study. Sense of place meam affective 

relationships betweeu people and place, however, if social and c u h d  processes are M y  

examineci, sense of place nieans more. The goal of this ~ s e a r c h  was to employ a 

multidisciplinary approach m order to btemHme some of the concepts used in the 

management literature with theories in nilhiral geography that focus on the mdtipiicity 

of meanings associated with undexstanding individual, sociai, and cultural place 

relationships- Arguably, "sense of place" requires more research aud analysis. Hence, 

this research project was exploraîory, reffecting a general mquiry into %bat is sense of 

phce" and more specifically, the question %hat is the sense of place to the people of 

Strathcona County." 

B. Methodology Revisited 

The study was based on the exploratory mtwe of the interprrtive hermeneutical 

hmework. For the study of sense of place, the choice of methodology reflected the need 

to uncover rich and detailed mformation, Iii-depth interview methods guideci the data 

collection to facilitate a d g f b i  dialogue about place meanjngs. The conversation 

appach useâ in the mterviews dowed for oppommities to l m  about experiences, 

feelings, and meanings reIated to plece and sense of place. By focushg on twelve 

research subjects, t was possile to Ïnvestigtte people and piace relationships m some 



depth on an individuai basis. The interview began with broad place-~Iated questions and 

then the discussion focused on Strathcona County and natural places specifÏcally. 

In retrospect, there are aspects of the thesis that could be dow differenttly. Sample 

size, the tninscription process, the use of a personal jourmi, NUDIST, and the number of 

respondents will be discussed in detail. Selecting the sarnple was not as straghtforward a 

process as was outiined iu the thesis proposal. Upon taking the proposed research to the 

Ethics Cornmittee of the Facuhy of Physical Education and Recreation, it was determined 

that a traditional mowbail method of simpling was not cornpliant with the Freedom of 

Miormation and PmFacy Act. In order to continue with sample selection and to lx 

cornpüant with the Act, the saxxple was determhed through word-of-mouth. Rather than 

directIy contacting suggested respondents, a synopsis of the study was taxed to a few 

people and then they were given the responsibility to contact other potential respondents 

who codd then contact the researcher ifthey were wii1ing to participate. At fjrst, it was 

thought this development would prolong the research. However, people did caiI and I 

was able to schedule in te~ews  and fiom there the study grew. As with any study, there 

were some set backs as htenriews bad to be mscheduled or cancelled. However, the data 

collection and transcription was completed wahin the four-month schedded time period 

The tnuiscnption portion of the d y s i s  was a nir more important step than 

previously thought. Attention to detail in the -%mg is important, but it is also 

important to review the intervkw on h tape d e r  the intenriew was compkted. This 

portion of the research process, atthough time consumhg, was aucial to trigger thoughts 

and act as a c d y s t  for data adysis. Along with the h?mscriptions, the personal joiÿnal 



that was kept during the process was crucial It allowed the researcher to keep tnick of 

exnerging themes and comment on p&cular@ important elements as they came to the 

forefkoni. It also alloweà for documentation of respondent contact that was not recotded, 

such as, tours of the house and yard, and other comments that were mt ncorded on the 

tniascription tape. The j o d  also aiiowed the tesearcher to wnte personal comments m 

relation to sense of piace that dminated in the personal jomey portion of the thesis. As 

a tool for quaiitative data analysis, the j o d  aiiowed me to check my bias and 

conthuaily contextualVre rnysetfwithui the body of work Being refiective of nsearcher 

bias is perhaps the most challenging component of qualitative analysis. The notion that 

qualitative analysis is value laden is readily acknowledged, therefore, it was important to 

be reflective of these feelings throughout the shidy. 1 accomplished this through fke flow 

journai writing, dong with more f o n d  participant observation type journai entries. The 

fiee flow journal writing aiiowed me to write in a more mhhîîiîeâ and fke manner. 1 

then went back over my own notes repeatedly to look for patterns and themes in my own 

thinking. Agah, a t h e  coosuming and invo hred process, but one which was necessary 

for w to kl cornfortable with my interpretatr-on of respondem comrnents. 

The data analysis involved a number of diffkrent steps, ail  crucial to the analysis 

of the data The specific steps are otrtlined m the methodology section of the thesis in 

Chapter Tbree. However, the following comments are reflections on the data anaiysis 

portion of the thesis The data analysis began upon completion of the mtenriews with 

personal j o d  entries and the transcription proces. NUDIST was ntiüsed to organize 

the data m the beghing ofandysk However, as the interviews were completed, and 



the analysis progresed, I p r e f d  working with the data m a more %ngii.lem way. For 

instance, 1 begm cuttmg and pasting the interview mate& into word documents ami 

created posters categorning M e w  mataial into themes. 1 thhk it was easier for me 

work with the data in this "band on" bhioa and to foUow the Seven Canons of 

Hermeneutical Research and the Hermeneutical Circle (See Chapter Three). Che 

drawback with qualitative methods is the challenge of nxmghg large amounts of data In 

the end, I had approximateiy 500 hundred pages of transcrr'bed inte~ews. Concurrently, 

becaw of the conversation style eqloyed in the in-depth interview technique, the data 

was very WlSfNctured. Each word and üne required the same amount of attention in 

order to perform a rigomus anaiysis. In refîectnig on the data collection and anaiysis, 1 

think 1 wouid have preferred to i n t e ~ e w  fèwer subjects, but go into more detail with 

each pdcular interview. There was a need to d e t e  the primary and emergent 

themes and to delve into each of them. The purpose of the nsearch was not to 

gendize; hence, a detaiied discussion about each theme is presented. The process was 

time coaswning, but necessary. It alIowed me to become mtimate with the mponses and 

also reflect considerab1y on each interview. 

To analyse the data aid eventually write about it, I needed to adapt a hmework 

for discussion. I chose to use bniary oppositions for a number of misons. First of a& the 

binary represents the traditional and as well as the "modem" approach to science. 1 

wanted to discuss this, but aiso d e  the case for alternatXve appn,aches to "Iniowing'' 

science. The bhary offers a fkm oppositionai fbmework that can be "set up" to expose 

sow of the g q s  t h  exist in this k h i  of organisabional h e w o r k .  Secondly, m many 



cases, respondents talked about çomething in relation to what it was not Therefore, the 

binary dowed me to categorize responses, and then work. in my hterpretation to expose 

the middleground, with the goal of placing these ideas on a continuum, F W y ,  the 

when ideas are set in opposition, one concept atways has a privileged position. It was my 

goal to de-centre the privilege and raise discussion on these key points. As M d a  

(1976) d e s ,  it is a way to expose, reverse, and dismande blliaries and their hiefarchies 

of value. 

In lookmg at sense of place specificaliy, in the berahne, it often seems to be 

quantifie& in ternis of landscape attniutes and preferences Alternatively, serise of place 

is seen to be a "mysticai" concept that is difncult to explain because it is spiritual and 

otherworldly. 1 wanted to make the case that sense of place is not j- these things, and 

that if looked at narrowIy in this way, only some elements are explained about the ways 

m which places are experienced in lived experience. Instead, 1 wauted to Iocate sense of 

place as a concept of Lived expience that is pmond and collective. As a phenomenoa 

that bas dennite implications in the way the spatial world is organized and that is 

constantly produced and reproduced through social mteraction in space. 

C. Content Snmmation 

The chapters were organized into themes that reflected the bÏnary opposition 

structure. Chapter Four de& with the relationship between public and private spaces. 

This dimission kluded an hterpretive analysis of the mtenriew data focasing on 

mdnndual spaces and social spaces, specificaily comrnMiry places. SummariSmg the 

content of this chapter is difEcuit, but m many cases the idea of home, as both an 



imagmary and physicai place, is an important component of sense of place. The 

community also plays an important d e  m the way that social relatiooships effect sense 

of place. Sense of place is both penooal and shared; it is both private and public. 

However, these are not two separate entities. They are often blurred, as people are 

continually mvhg between people anâ places, both done and with other people. This 

chaptei illuminated some of the issues with public and private spaces. 

Chapter five focused on the opposition of urban and nitai space. This dixussion 

included issues of danger and safety in places, inclusive and exclusive places, and places 

characterized by sameness and difference. Sherwood Park is coasidered a "suburb", and 

this label necessarüy influences the way that people negotiate space in their communities. 

A discussion was presented of some of the stereotypes associated with Iiving in the city, 

srnall town, and suburb. This chapter showed how seme of place can be constructed 

based on the spatial organisation of homes and communities. 

Chapter six examined short- and long-term residency in phce, looking 

specincaily at rootedness and newness, nostalgia, modernity, and duit and chiid 

relationships with piace. It is commonly thought that sense of place is based on kngth of 

residency m a place. In many cases, the data reflects this, however, there are exceptions 

to this mie that are difl[icult to theorize as of yet, for instance the experience of yoldh 

cukure m place. This chapter denionstratecl the coqlexity of length of residency and 

how it impacts seme of place. 

Chapter seven addressed Local and non-local leisrne and how these effixt sense of 

piace. Leisure and travel represent two miportant ways in which place influences the 

imagniation and Sied experiemce. This chapter was @cularly hteresting because it 



emphasised the miportant role that leisrne experiences have on place experiences 

Leisure, whether in the home place or away, lus a considerable impact on the lived 

experience. In fam the very process of rnoving through space impacts sense of place- 

Centrai to this chapter were discussions arolmd hdiviW leisure experiences in private 

and public places and the construction of places k e d  on notions of authenticity and 

cornmodification, 

D. Reflections on the Study 

It was originally thought that when people a e d  about @al pliaces in 

Strathcona Colmty that they would autornaticaily taIk about important natural areas. For 

the most part, regardles of nwl or u r b  residency in Strathcoua County, respondents 

discussed primarily urban issues associateci with Sherwood Park. Again, there couid be a 

number of teasoiis for this. The main one king the increasingIy urbaaised and 

suburbanized society we live h Regardless, there were many inconsistencies with the 

way in which respondents discussed sense of place m Strathcona Coimty and the ways 

that I tbought they would talk about it. 

Apparent inconsistericies in my initiai approach and the redtant rpsultantdings could 

be a hction of the study methodology- Again, there couid be a variety of rasons for 

this- First of ail, 1 asked general questions about se= of place nrst. This led to a broad 

discussion of many Mirent elements, such as, family, community, church, md even 

chairs- The conversation did not address n a d  areas until the end of the interview, k 

could be t h  people were "taIked out" and did not want to -e with the stndy any 

fûrther. In mst cases, when asked about aaniral areas specindy, people did not 



associate those areas wÎth a seme of place. People discussed special places, but natural 

areas were not the places that people associated with a sense ofphce. 

The residents of Strathcona Coimty are people with a certain amount of privüege 

in our society. The area is aot imüke many commmities a m s s  Alberta or even Canada 

The spatial organisation of the suburb has almost become common place ixi the minds of 

many Aibertaas. The people that 1 intervieweci are homeowners, they are employed, they 

are white, and they have strong support networks or fkmily structures in place that serve 

to stabik and att7rm their position in place. The people that I intervieweci have the 

kedom to choose what leisure actMties they participate in, where they travel on their 

next vacation, and where they choose to establish mots and buy a home. These people 

c m  choose the type of aeighbours they what %ndn of community they [ive in. As a 

result, the spatiaI organisation of the communities in Strathcona County are exclusioiiary 

to a considerable d e m .  The home and community are seen as invesîrnents, not only 

monetarily, but also as investments in the social structure of the f8mily. 

E. Prospects for the Future 

This thesis has attempted to bridge the gap ktween th- and practice. The 

theory represents the "mental space" that phiiosophers theorize about. The practice 

represents the "physicd and social space" that peuple negotiate and practitioners plan and 

manage. In both of these separate spheres of thinking about and mteracting with spiife, 

much work has been done to more M y  understand place and spaœ. However, more 

mterdisciplinary work can be done to undexstand each rralm more fidly. In e f f i  this 

tbesis has attempted to bridge two differeni modes of thinking about the same topic. 



The concept of sense of place is rich and complex as the Iiterahae reflects Sense 

of place is a phenomwa with great potential for ûridghg the gap between the science of 

ecosystems and theu management (Mitchell et al. 1993; Brandenburg & Carroll, 1995; 

Schroeder, 1996% 1996b). Reco-g the less tangiile me-gs of envifonmental 

rwources can help nsource managers understand connections between people and the 

specinc places they manage (Wüliams & C m ,  1993). The htegration of landscape and 

place meanhgs and values hto land use management plans should be pursued to S o m  

and guide comprehensive decision-makmg processes, as weU as, provide oppommites 

for meanhgful public hvolvement in the pplanning process of land management. 

The challenge lies in determining appropriate approaches and hneworks that 

can aid resource piamers and managers to gain access to this information. Intangible 

meanings can be captured only through constant dialogue among stakeholders and 

continuous public exercises in mapping symbolic landscapes (Wüliams & Patterson, 

1996). This involves a shift in thinkmg, delvittg mto new discussions of human 

involvement m natural areas. It also requires altemative methodological approaches for 

soliciting people's ideas about sense of plece and place experiences. Arguabiy, places are 

so d g  fillcd th& fiu more research h o  the nature of sense of place is needed before 

the data can effectively be mtegrated hto the land plannmg and nianagement field. It 

wodd be dangerous to see this term as an all-encompass-ing way of integrating social and 

cultural meSnmgs and values hto the land planning and management field. 

Rior to conducting the mteryiews, I thought aU 1 wouid have to do was determine 

how people félt about places. Tt wodd be a straî~ofwatd pmcess to htegrate this 



information mto a planning h e w o r k  and hcüitate a public mvohrement process thit 

would enable p h e r s  and managm to determine these meanings and values people bave 

for places. However, even though 1 rmhtained a very open perspectim throughout the 

proces, 1 feelI grossIy generalizad what respondents would say. There are niany things 

that krfluence the way thet we view space m our lives. There are many ways that we use 

space to our benefit. In some cases peopk are very desensitized to theù sumrmdings aod 

in other instances, people seem to be highly sensitive m that places anchor important 

tews and memories for them. Nevertheless places are contested spaces. Space is 

inherently social and politicai, a factor that is not taken up W y  by the planning and 

management field When people move through space, they bring ail o f  themselves, their 

past experience, race, gender7 and relationships. There are a host of fkctors that influence 

our occupation of space and movement through space. Mer Qing this study, 1 bave 

come to think of places as social stemtypes Unpiinted on the landscape. It is the borders 

amund phces and that people the occupy space that delineate spatial mteractioa 

Notions of place are even more miid than the ccurret sense of place üterature 

suggests and, therefore, the concept is chdenging to concepnialise. We acknowledge 

where we come h m  and mediate those differences in a world thai is mcreasingiy fàst 

paced and cbfhuk to comprehend. Repnxntations of place, that produce specinc 

locations or positions, need to be challengeci, Further understanding is needed to 

properly e x d e  represeritatiom of place. Moreover, additionai research is requHed to 

uncover the meanhg of location and systems of locahtion. A pedagogy ofphce 

addresses the specincity's of the experimces, problems, ianpaages, histories, that we rely 



on to coiistruct a narrative of collective identity and possible  orm mat ion (Giroux, 

1994). Furthmre, as Bhabha (1991, p. 22, as CM in Robins, 1991) says "the 

xspoll~libility of cultural transmission requins tabg  seriously the deep, the profound, 

and the pemirbed and perturbing questions of our relationships to others - other cultiires, 

other states, other histories, other experiences, traditions, peoples, and destinies." 

F. Personal Journey Revisited 

Towarâs the end of my interviews, 1 began to £éel dispiaced in Sherwood Park 

and Strathcona County, not that 1 necessarüy had a strong sense of place there to begm 

witb, but 1 do have meaningfid relationships there. My partner was bom and r a i d  there. 

We have family residmg in Sherwood Park, and thenfore, we tend to spend considerable 

amounts of the in the area. 1 d s e d  that I did not want to have a sense of place in a 

place like Sherwood Park and I that 1 wuuid actively resist the forces of meaningfid place 

relationships there. It Wghtens me on rnany to levels to thmk that Strathcona County is 

potentiaily an excluionary place in sorne ways. Tt is also a place with a very 

homogeneous and predictable landscape. There is an absence of public space except 

under vtxy controllcd circumstances. There is a need to "laiow" your neighbours and by 

this I mean know what kind of people they are. TIxm is a pmtectiveness of people and 

thîngs. And th- is a h  a belief based on the myth that nothing bad happens in places 

like Sherwood Park. There are these invisible places in the landscape that fobw our 

prescrïïd Iives, which are predidIe, efficient, and convenient- 

Most apparent to m however, was that I grew in one of these places. And 1 

wonder how the commuoity that I grew up m has produced my seme of place and how 1 



have m s r r i i  myselfon that landscape. In fàct, I would siy that 1 live in a w a t d  d o m  

version of that khd of community now. It is not so isolated or homogenous, but it is in 

k t  one of the very fht suburban commuaifies ever axateci m Edmontoa Wth the 

continual spreadhg of Edmonton, it seems almost inna city. But the history of this piace 

is not b e r  city, it is pst WWII suburbia Interestmgly enough, when we moved here, 1 

thought it was so @et and unassuming and simple compared to the diversity and noise 

and complexity of the more mban area of Whyte Avenue where we previousiy iived. 

Howeva, we mon rralised that we are not invislile to the everyday occurrences of urban 

We. As circumSfances happen, we had a dnig related shooting occur in our fiont lawn. 

Of course, issues of neighbourhood corne up. People asked what kind of neighbourhood 

do you live in? The incident happened to be "Asian gang" relateci. People asked 

questions iike '1 didn't know you were M g  in a highly Asian popuiated a&'. 

Cornmeats like these have caused me to reflet on my sense of place and the ways in 

which space produces and reproduces social and political places, in both positive and 

negative ways. 

The sense of place concept can integrate iandscape and place meanings and values 

mto management plans to inform and guide comprehensive decisionmaking processes 

and to provide opportunities for meanin@ public mvolvement m the plsnnmg process. 

"Sense of place as a concept offers managers a way to anticipate, idem,  and respond to 

the bonds people form wiih places" (Wüliams & Stuart, 1998, p. 18). The mist 

temarkable aspect of this process was the willingness of people to be so open about thek 

mtimate places. When disnissmg a üfe in a place, you are also cikmsbg a personai Me, 

a life with a bistory, one that includes important people and things. The conversations 



wïth the research participants were intensely personal and refiected important and 

meaningful iived experiences, not just in geographical places, but in their particdm lives. 

As such, the thesis reflects conversations about Me. That lifi occurs in place caunot be 

underestimateci. Sense of place becornes an miportant, ifnot auciai, marker to 

remembering, imagbhg, and discussing the LWed experience. 



APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A 

INFORMED CONSENT FORM 

Reseirch Pmject Tftle: Sense of Place: 
An mterpretive Study of Strathcona County, Alberta 

Investigato r: Chelsea E. MacLeod (780) 444-7586 

The prrrpose of this research is to gain a deeper understanding of sense of place to 
short and long-term residents of Strathcona You bave been identined as someoue who 
might be willing to participate m this study. Your participation is completely vohtary. 

Each person wül be intervieweci up to two times. Durhg these interviews you 
wül be asked to descri i  what sense of place means to you, a place that is meaningfùl, 
and the reasons why. These interviews wiU be audio t a p i  and later transcrri. In order 
to pmtezt anonymity, the tapes and theH associateci tnuiscripts will be assigned a 
pseudonym, coded, and Iocked in a nüng cabinet to which oniy the investigator has 
access. After the second interview the S i t o d o a  gained fiom your participation d l  be 
made available to you so that you may comment on the acnnacy of the hvestigators 
interpretation of you "data" 

The final research project, mcludmg anonymous quotations wili be avdable to al l  
@cipants, and will be presented as part of a Masta's thesis. The research fhdings 
may be published in a journal but the aaonymity and confidentiality of the subjects will 
be ensurrd. AIthough their may be more direct benefits to participants in this sîudy, the 
research findings may assist land use planning and management in gainhg a deeper 
understanding of sense ofplace and people-place relationships. 

The University of Albata mates and collects information for the purposes of 
research and other activites dsectiy related to its educatiod and reseerch progmms* AH 
participants m research projects are advised that the information they provide, and any 
other mformation gathered for research projects, will be protected and used h 
complÉance with Albata's F d o m  of Ioformation and Protection of Rivacy Act. 



Sense of Plnce: An interpretive study Shthcona Coanty, Alberta 
Informed Consent Form 

This is to certify that 1, ( p ~ t  name) hereby 
agree to participate as a vohinteer in the above asmed project. 

1 understand that there shouid be no heatth risks to me resulthg fiom my 
participation in this research. The potentid benefits of this rewarch to me inchule 
increased self-knowledge. However, 1 recognise that there are potential risks involveci 
when discussing pasonal issues (e.g. feelings of embanassment). This may make some 
participants uncornfortable. 

1 hereby give permission to bc intefviewed, and for these interviews to be recorded on 
audio tape. 1 uaderSbIld that fouowing completion of the research pmject, traoscripts 
and field notes wüi be destroyed. 1 understand that the mformation may be pubiished, 
but my name wiiI be kept awnymous and confidential. 

I understand that 1 am fke to refuse to m e r  questions during interviews. 1 also 
understand that I am h to withhw my consent and tefflzinate my @cipation in this 
project at any timc without penalty and that data will be removeci h m  the shidy upon my 
request. I have ken given the oppommity to ask whatever questions 1 wish, and that 
they have been answered to my satkfktion. 1 achowledge rezeipt o f  this consent f o m  

Participant Wiess Researcher 

Date 
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION 



INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

This interview scheduie represents an overview of the type and style of questions that 
may be asked during Mepth inteniews with research participants. 

Geneml Questions: 

Codd you please give me a brief description of what the tam sense of place means to 
you? 

What do you associate with the word sense of place? 

Describe a place that is d g f u l  to you. For example what does the piace look like, 
smeil Like, feel like. D e s c t l i  other prominent fèatures. 

What is it about the place that is meaniagful to you? 

How did you come to an understanding about the meaningfulness of this place? 

How does it make you h l ?  

What are the thoughts, feelings, and mernories etc that corn to mind when you think 
about this place? 
For example: people, fiimily, important vacation destination, place where you perform 
your fàvounte activity, etc. 

1s there an essence or spirit m the place that you are thinkmg about? 

SpecEc Questions: 

DeScni a piace that is meaningohi to you in Sûathcona County. 

1s thete anythhg m particular about the place that captivates you? 

Couid you descltlibe the place m detail? 

Codd yon d e s a i  m detail the feelings you experîenced at the the? 
For example weather, climate, souilds smells, etc. 



Are there important places in Strathcona County? Why are they important? 

Why do you choose to live in Strathcona Co-? 

Why did you mve to Straîhcona County? 

Are luitural areas important to choosing a place of residence? What natural areas in 
Sûathcona Co- me miportant to you? 

What are some comections that you have to places in Shathcona County? 
For example: activities, social relations, physical geography, topography, history, culture, 
livelihood etc. 
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